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AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION 

DAR ES SALAAM 

In "ply quole No._237{:/5/5 
Memorandum No._"_A.lQ 

2nd June, 1965. 

KENYA BROADCAST CO; 1.= ARY Oll VIEr ll.10! 

Attached is a transcript of a broadcast commentar,r on 
Viet l1am (Broadcast 110. 6) issued by the Kenyan Ministry of 
External Affairs On 28th April, which you might find useful. 

2. We fOl~arded one copy to London for possible use as 
background material during the coming Prime Ydnisteral 
Conference .. 
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(P. lV. Truelove) 
First Secreta~. 
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KSNYA Jffi\'iS AGENCY HANDOU:r NO ~ 
I 

VIETNMii 

BROADCAST NO 6. 

"The state of VJar which now exists in Vietnam 

poses a threat to world peace and security. In order to 

understand the present situation it will be necessa;r-y to 

understand some historical facts. 

"Indo-China fell under French political influence 

in 1787 when a treaty of political nature was signed between 

France and the ldngdom which then existed in Indo-China. 

But not until 1887 'that France succeeded in bringing the 

entire Indo-China under one unified system. French colonial 

administration continued until during the Second World War 

when in llarch 1945 the Japanese overthreW' it and occupied 

Indo-China. After the bombing of Hiroshima, however, the 

Japanese withdrew. It w&s during the war that a nationalist 

movement under the Co=unist leadership of Ho Chin Minh, 

novl President of North Vietnam crystallised. After the 

war it was strong enough to seize power and to declare 

North Vietnam an indepandant country. 

" At Potsdam the ~lestern Allies decided to partition 

Vietnam into t-dO zones, the northern zone (North Vietnam) 

to be occupied by the Chinese and the Southern zone (Sou'th 

Vietnam) by the British who later gave way to the French • 
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Eo Chin l.!inh, however, Vias determined to liberate the 

entire co;mtry from French cclonialism and November 1946 

Dark€t the beginEing of a determined COl-lliilunist military 

campa.ign to oust the ]'rench from Indo-China which culminated 

u-t the humiliating V'rench defoat at :JiGn Bien :?hu in 1954. 

TIThe 14-Power Geneva Agreement signed in 1954 he-oj 
, 

two aims: to bring to an end the war which had been fought 

bitterly for eight years and secondly, to provide a political 

settlement in Vietnan, Laos and. Cambodia, the three terr'itoris.l 
, . 

units which constituted Indo-China. The cessation of hos- .. 

tilities was achieved in July 1954. 

"The settlement of politic8.1 probletls w~s to be 

based on respect for the principles of independence, unity, 

territorial integrity and fundamental freedoms. Cambodia 

and Laos were declared independent lcingdoms. 

"As for Vietnam which still retlained temporarily 

divided into North and South along the 17th Parallel, the 

hope was that the country would be reunited two years later 

following general elections. l,n International COIC,mission 

consisting of India, Canada and Poland was set up to control 

and supervise the expected elections. 

"The United States did not believe that free 

elections could take place in cO"llilunist-controlled North 

Vietnam. The South Vietnrun Government fearing that elections 

vTould lead tc a corr.!>lUnist victory rejected them. North 

Vietnam did not have much time for elections either since 

continued guerrilla campaign ar;?eared to be a better 

method to achieve a lasting victory. That is a short 

background of the present trouble in Vietnam. 

1I0ne :may ask: why is there we.r today in Vietnam? 
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That wa.r is not of the VietnaEese ms.king as such. It· is 

born out 0+' a clash of Big Power interests from which it is 

drawins its sustenQnce. 

"The basic aim of Americaa Foreio;n Policy is to 

contain commUl,isL'l aIlywhere, at eny cost ",nO. to e::'''Port 

Americanisl.l to all parts of the world. "Peace rrhrough 

Strength" is a popular Cole! -';18..1"' slozan 'in -the ani ted States 

and it underlines American determination to impose peace if 

necessary by militaTY means. 

"On the other hand, there is the Cor:rcunist '"orld 

uhich has hiGh stakes in VietnaB. They too are basin5 their 

struggle there on a political philosophy. Lenin taught that 

the world mUGo be revolutionized and,that the proletariat 

must be the vanguard of this revolution. It is not difficult 

to surmise that the disciples of Lenin who are fighting in 

Vietnam feel they have a historic mission to fulfill. 

"What, however, seems to escape the attention of 

political strategists in '~r~erica and Commu..'l.ist capitals is 

the fact that since Lenin spoke forty-eight years ago, and since 

America emerged as a leading world power ne'c',rly twenty years 

ago, he,", political trends have arisen and entrenched themselves 

so that it is now infinitely difficult for either Americanism 

or Conwunism to achieve its global aims. One such trend 

and perhaps the most important is the policy of non-alignment 

a:iopted by former colonies and other states '-'40 are determined 

to pursue a free and independant existence. 

"Kenya is one of the non-aligned countries 

and our views on Vietnam are bou..'l.d to differ from those of 

Big Powers. 

"In the first place, our p_D.ramount interest 

is the restoration of peace. Peaceful meens must thGrefore 

be found to end the present \'Jar. 
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~~e see Vietr..2.lc as ~ s1:1all, dev010ping country like our o' .. "ln. 
In the face of the present trying condi"i.';ions of war the 
greatest problem for the Vietnamese pBople is the problem of 
survival. Their d.estiny seems no longer to be in their hands 
'but in the hands of mili tarists ~.7ho &:::-6 living pencefully 
thousands of miles from the bat"cle-ground. To "toy with the 
lives of 31-milli.on Vietnaine se is to express a moral inep-ci tude. 

t 

"Secondly, we believe that a military solution .. hich 
can only be imposed and not open to 2utual negotiations is a 
short-sighted policy. \"le.'rejact it and advocate a political 
settlement in accordance witll tIle Geneva ',-greements of 1954. 

"Thirdly, vIe arB convinced th':'.t no solution C2Il ever "---- . be permanent which does not include the active partic~pa~i_on 
and asreement of the People's Republic of Ohina. For reasons 
of geographical proximity to the problem and natural concern 
for national security China is a key factor in the settlement 
of the Vietnam problem. 

"Fourthly, the International COiillllission. which was 
set up to control and supervise the provisions of the Gene~a 
Agreement should be recollstituted if it is to carry out its 
mandate. Vlith due respect to the eL"orts made by Canada, 
India. and Polan" it has become increasincly clear that due 
to national, international, emotional or ideological con­
sideratioY,s of each Eember-nation, the Commission- h2.s not been 
able to work in a spirit of co-operation and earnestness of 
purpose. Objectivity and dis-interest should constitute 
the basis for the composition of "the proposed new Interna­
tional Commission. The new members could be drawn from "the 
lJ.on-aligneq COllntrjes of Africa and Scandinavia. 

"Apart from the four concrete proposals I have put 
forward efforts can be apIllied in other directions. One 
means is to persuade the United States to see the folly 
of an intensified military campaign in Vietnam. 
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I ~ •• .2he war is assuming alarming proportions. South Vietnamese 

troo:ps are estimated at 575,000 men. ;Indications are that 

at least another 100,000 mp.-o "ill be recruitsc," . It was reo. 

ported 2. few days aCio that there were y,lOre than 30,000 

American iroogs in South Vietnam inclv.ding e. Marine Bri(.£a.de· of 

more til;..:.n 8 ~ 000 Iilen v~hich IT!ay be increased to 20,000 or 

30,000. The United: States .!"l.lTl.bo..ssador to South Vietnar:i., 

Geners.l I"!~a~cvJ'ell Taylor reporitedly has called for the use 

of up to 320,000 U.S. troops if regular Con~unist armies should 

invade Bouth Vietnam. 

, 
1t~Jhat is even more serious is \vl1.a"(:; a leading 

American newsp;::.pe:::-, the Y,~a,3hin[5'~'on Gtar, reported recently. 

It said that the United States Government did not rule out 

the use of nuclear weapons in Vietnam. This is a policy 

of aadness and world opinion must be rallied against it with th" 

hope that reason and v!ise judgement will prevail. 

TlPl"esident Johnson IS pI'oposal to t:1.e effect that the 

United States was :prepared to enter into "unconditional 

discussions ll smacked of hypocrisy corning as it did when the 

United States wc<s intensifying air bombardments of Nortil. 

Vietnam. There is something incongruous when one professes 

peace and at the s~·J.e time uses w831)Ons Hhich dastroy peace. 

IIFrance v-vhich is mo::::'e qu~lified to speaJ:: on Vietnam 

t'::-.:an any of her 'I'lestel.'n 1:..111e8 has \varl1ed severc'.l times a(Suinst 

the feasibility of a mili tax'y solution. "he has called for 

a negotiated settlement v7:-.icll guarantees the neutr2.1i ty of 

Vietnam. France I s dis-satisfaction with the ··il.·meric<?-n policy 

of'v7ar there is v.rell reflected. in her up~)arent moves to 

withdrawal from th~ 00uth Bust i..sin Treaty Urga.nization. 

Frwlce is being ~uiCJ.ed by practic.:.l r0alism. 

"One would have thou3ht; t::.~at .dri t~~in as Co-ChairRan 

yti th t~le ;:)oviet Union of the Ge::::.eva Conference on Vietn2.ID 
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'Perh::lps out of sheer loyalty to the "tlantic CO;JUU1'li ty 

Bri tain 110.8 simply professed D. :;olu-cion of cor.lpromise vlorked 

out by the Vietnamese themselves, CCl1.d procGcded to iollo'.l 

alr.lost blil'ldly the de.'1gerous policy of war pursued by the 

United States. She is aiding the war by :providing non­

ccmbatc.nt assista::'1ce in the form. of civilit;;n police instruc-

tors, educa tj.onal oxports ,EtT!d technic.-ll eql1.ipr:iel1~. One would 

conclude th"t had it not beer! :::'or the fact Britain has' 

50,000 troops cO::J:littcd in Halaysiu her soldiers l70uld most 

p1'ob&bly be fiGhting shoulder to shoulder with imeric2.ns in , , 
Vietnam. 

"Al though, China and the Soviet Union have 89 far 

won some admir.::tion for not precipitating in the vvar on 2. 

m8.s8ive .scale like the -Jnited States it is notable tl1c.t they 

have warned they are not Going tosit idle. "'ecent threats 

to send Chinese and Hussian volunteers are ominous enough. 

Furthermore, they have reminded the United 3tates that she 

no longer enjoys tJ-.e monopoly of nuclear weapons. 

"Any solution .;ill also have to take into account a 

fei,-, f _.ctors. V':hile North Vietn8.l·:~ is v.nder the strong leader-

ship of l.,::resideI~t Ho Chin IEi:r-h the Gover~ent of i:;)outh 

Vietnam is weak and clec.rly a puppet of the United ,states. 

The politicc.l inst&bility of South Vietnar.l is well demonstr3.ted 

by the fact that since President i'T30 Dinh Diem Vias ove1'-

thrown and murderecl j .. n NovcHber 10,6.3 there haye been at 

HAnotllor import8.11t i\:-.cto::::, j_s t, ... o..t th2 Government 

of 20uth Vietnam ~·!as no effective control "Gv.er South 

Vietnar!l. In fact, about t'.-.ro thirds of th9 country is con-

I.,ibc2.:'::::;:'C::" :?ront ::"8.S 8. fighting fo:;.:'ce estiLlated. at 100,0.00 

men an.a gets support from North Vietnam. --_.- -- - -_.- ~- ~~--
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rtFrom vihat I have said it ap:;)ee..rs that if the 

people of Gouth Vietna!:"J. vve.re left to determine what iOrl::l 

of Gove:t'bm8nt they waIlt they viould p:cobably choose their 

orin goverm'10nt under tho National Libe~"ation F'ront and 
---.0---.------ ----------------~.-.-~- --.-.--

not the type that is imposed i'rO!n ';!ashington. ~'hat is \ihy 

i it appears tClat the war is beins'foUsht between the Vietna-

mese people aI.!.d the l"i..merico.l1s. Americans 'are looking for 

their own victory. But it a,Ppears odc1.s are against them 

and eventually the people of' Vietnam will win. 

III have stres .. ,sed }n this commentary the cruci3.1 

role the Peoples' Hepublic of "hina must play if peace is 

to be secur2d in Vietnam. I Ylould now in closing turn to 

another me,tter relating to China. Last "eek the Peoule' s 

Daily orga...'"l of the Chinese COL1.munist Part;'i, sprung a surprise 

1~lhen it launched an increadibly vicious at;'cack on Kenya end 

other sixteen Non-Aligned .!.\ations y:rho were far-~ighted 

enough to see the ;;·orld-wide danger of the Vietna.o;., war and 

appealed for an immediate halt. The attack was couched 

in familiar communist jargon lli"d even included some strange 

phrases like "Tito Clique". If the reference was to President 

Tito of Yugoslavia it Has urdortunate becc:"se this statGsman 

is widely admired and respected in the Non-Aligued world. 

"Our tot·l' :'ejection of imperialism is well knovlIl. 

eVGn within China. Yet the P::lOPLE'S D.t .. ILY accused Kenya 

(=d others) of placing herself at the service' of United 

S·:':;8.tes ir:1peris.lism and of h.s.stel1.ing -1.;0 resm.ole what it called 

our LmeriC8.n overlord. 

II Set against our friendly disposition t0 1.':ards 

China ti'lese accusations c:cn only produce undesirable re­

percussions. We recognise the Peoples Republic of Ohina 

because we do not believe in the two-China' s policy a!ld have 

exchanged diplom8.tic relations Vlith ller at ambassadorial 

level. 
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1.78 have consistently pleaded for China's representation 

at th8 United Nations and share the vie\7s expressed by certain 

Q.unrters t~_·.at the Hni ted i'!ations is h~rdl;y- competent to 

handle the VietnaLl proplem so long as China is eoccluded as 

a i.ler:1ber. 

tlThe incident, h~s Doen noted VJith great regret. 

H,ope is expressed th2..t such: grouI-.Ldless insults, "i[,'hich are 

completely inadmissible, will not be repeated. 

"We also suggest. to the P~OPLES' D,cILY to 

endeavour to conform to standards of journalistic decency 

and honesty even when reporting on a count~'Y such as ours ~rhich 

has rejected communism as a way of life and freely chosen 

the path of Non-Alignment and Democratic African Socialism. 

"I shall be with you again next Wednesday at 

the same time. 1I 

END S. 

THE I:C£NAY T:S'i!S AG . ...;l\:"CY, 
:,INIWi'RY Ol? IliQ'ORb~.TICN, 
BROADCASTING AND TOURIS~!:, 
RAIROBI. APRIL 28, 1965. 
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