
SECRET 

DIRECTIVE TO 

COllIr<iANDER, AUSTRALIAN ARMY FORCE. VIETN.I.).\ 

INTRODUCTION 

OF 

MAY, 1965 

(Annexes not attached) 

1. At the request of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam, 

and in consultation with the Government of the United States of America, 

the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia has agreed to provide 

military assistance to the Government of the Republic of Vietnam. 

2. Your appointment is Commander, Australian Jcrmy Force, Vietnam 

(COMMIl'V) • 

COMPOSITION 

3. The initial composition of your force is in accordanoe with 

Annex 'ill. 

COMM.ANIl 

4. Subject to the proviSion of this Directive, you are in overall 

command of units and personnel of tho ~ustralian bxuy deployed in the 

Republic of Vietnam. 

5. You will bo responsive to and under the operational control 

of Commander, United States 'Mili tary Assistance Command, Vietnam (COMUSM,ACV). 

6. The ~ustralian Infantry Battalion and Australian Logistic Support 

Company will be under the operational control of an appropriate United States 

brigade 0chelon. Control of other llustralian llrmy units or detachl1wnts will 

be as agreed betw~cn you and COMUSMACV. 

7. Australian lJXmY units will not operate directly under Vietnamese 

Command. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE Cm1JllhNllER ;.USTRALIAN .:JlMY FORCE, VIETNAM 

8. You are responsible for: 

a. The safety and well-being of iJIl'V. 

b. Liaison on matters concerning your Force between 

ilXIDY Headquarters Canborr<l (iiliQ) and Headquarters 

United States Military i:..ssistance Command, Vietnam 
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SEeRL,]: 

2. 

Tha Australian Infc:..ntry :-,attalion viiIl be assigned t .... ,3}::3 

by the a:91;royriate United Sti:.tes For.;lation Co: ;:,anJer. These t,;.si::s could 

include: 

a. ;38curitl of a base e.r~a; 

b. Deeper p trolling and offencivc oper':".tions 

as ordercd.; 

c. Reaction oper::tiOI1;3 as ordered in conjunction 

with :~ .. i\V1r forces; 

d. Contingency plannin~. 

10. The _,ustralicm Infll.."l.try Ba.tto.lion ,ill not be fl.3signeJ. 

rcsponsibili ty for the 3ec.,:r ty of an isolated area unless it is p~'.rt of 

a lo.rccr US force. 
11. The role of th2 ~l.ustralian il.rr:r:/ Advisory t'~2Wll, -fietn:J,IIl (;-"iTTV) 

is to~ 
a. Provide advisorS to the Rc)ublic of Vietn<.1IIl 

Armed Forces md pZlra-milit,~'-ry l.4'1its <-',nl sub lll1its 

in the; field 

used to rrovidc 8.s3i .. t<:'i.1ce to civil c..'..u'~horiti2s in th;:.; event of flooel. ,,,n-2 

sir.:.ilar n...:..tion,:.l disasters. You i"lill ,.:.dvi"';0 AEQ. of ~,ll such :_3siGt,.-.:'lCC 

rec:.u2sted or ,:;iv.::;na 

13. Personn81 of ::. ..... A .. -r:'VL ni11 not bo used in 'uid of the civil pO'd::.:r in 

civil disturbances ".-rithou":~ :lrior consent of th3 .l\.ustrz;..lian :'ov\3rnmcnt. The< 

rGsponsibili1..? for obtJ.ining 8uch consGnt :2l:stS with 1i..H:~. Should civil dlS­

turbances occur all personnel of :~Ai'V '.fill take 2.:ppropri.::.teI:l:.:;a::;urcs to 

safegu.o..rd th.::mselvcs anc.~ -3,'OV2TIlll1Cmt propGrty, irre3pCcci"l€ 01' tb~ 

Jovernm.:mt of ori.:in. cntxu::;tcd to their c,!.re. 

:rBs:?onsibility of obta_.nin;§ 3ucl1 c')llSent r....:sts ',;ith M-IQ.. In ~)~rtic<11""?.~? 

above lidll Hot ,md.ru1goJr the Hutiol1<:l i,~~0r<?st of /1.U:;;trd..lin. 01' - f.1pc:2il 11l1'_",J.ly 

units of th", Austr .... li<J.r. ~'~rmy w1der you::..' oV.1r.:.ll CO,,.:Jllc:J'1i.i. ~C'dcplo;Y1:-:,;:l.t 
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3. 

of the battalion auo.y from the General Bien Ho;;. area Hill be referred to 

A.HQ.. 

LOCAUON 
15. ~\ll clement of t ... A.l!----V Hill "'be sC2.tioncd and 'dill operate \,:ithin 

th8 boarc..ers of the Rouublic of Victn..:JTI. You ',"rill C'~lsurc tl18.t pcr;30!lnel 

illlder Y0L.I command do \~ot violate th.:; tcr:....~i tory of countries bortiGri!13 the ~ 
Republic of Victndm. 
16. Initiall:- the bn.tt.:l.lion -,fill be deployed in the BID;;- HOI. c.' .. irficld 

8.rea under the op8r,,,tionc.l co::.r.ta..nd of 113 US Airborne BrigJ.G.e. 

17. Th.3 loc,-..tion :-1"1 the Re?u'ulic of Vietnam of member or of Groups 

of .",.,ATT'! i7ill be decided by you, in o.ccordance Hith the Directive 8.nd 

e.fter consul tution -,lith the a~")proprL-:. t\3 United states and Vietnamese 

,: .. uthoritics. ;.11erc political implication:; ~~re involved you 3hould 

consult thG Austr~lian Ambassador in 3aigon • 

. LOG IST1f. .§.Ul'POIlT 

18. Cm.mSl\ll'..C"'1 is to provide logir.;tic support of your force in 

accordanco '."lith the Milit::1ry 'v'{orkinz b.rr~~.~Gment ,lith the US :?orccs ~hich is 

<.:.-ttacbed. 

DI'::CIPLIN3 
19. Your disciplinary powers 2.rc st.:t.tcd in .Annex I C I of the 

Directive. 

20. Your at ccntion is directed to AustrdLn Military Regulations '-nd 

Ordor~J Appendix 9. 
_S:i!:CURITY CI,:3,illAHCES 

21. You uill provide CmmSIL\CV -;/:j.th Cl certificate stating that 

members of J\,;"TTV have current security clcar'-!.nccs c.s fo110'-;8; 

b. 

Officers 

Warrant Officers/ 

Scrge<-mts 

Top SECRET 

S:CCRi~ .. "1' 

22. You "ill submit spcci"l reports to lUlQ by OPSRfl.TIONAL W:BDIATE 

signal: 

REPORTS 

23. 

a. If th~ battalion is committed to u major 

opcr.::.tion under pdrD.graph 9b. or c. abovo 

b. Should a m.Jmbcr of /1./11N h~ ld1lcd or be 

Vlounded in action 

c. On &ny incident of an unusual natuxe. 

You <:Lre to for,/o.rd to AHQ, <It ',.vckly intQrve..ls oJ. rc:)ort by 

signal including: 

a. Tho employr:lont and olx~'2~:tions of the units I::.l1d 

sub units under you comllland 
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'2. Th:: sta.-t-3 of ::".lli ts ~md sub unit s und.er your 

eDIT,land. 

Copies of chese reports \;i11 bo proviJ.cd by you to th2 AUS'L rali,::n _;:~bi~S::;~~:o!' 

in Saigon :md. to co:ms:;LJ~CV. 

R...':h~TIOH ,,'I'lli. ~=r ....AliSTJ:.~L.I_---}~ .N",I.B~:"23h."sOR 

24. 
&ccradi t:~c.. ';:;y th\) :~u2,:m to the '::h-:"(.f of t .. :C' 01 tll,.; J.0j}u:~;1:"c of V:·:. tn,_; 

He is th,", chief rcpr')sf;:m".:~ti'lo of the Ii.l:.8~!',_.l:~::.n Gov,~rruJ. .. mt :~~"J.L=:' .!i-c.ilirJ. ';;:,,> 

Hcpublic of Victn,:.:.m h~i.~ oV0r,:.11 r-:::sl)OnsibiL_"tj for rcl:.l.tions boh"2;:;1'l 

the tHO contricG. HQ ,;ill not issu~ o:_'(.2rs in,reJ..::.tion to th-, op'::-.:'"c-tion or 

acillinistration of A FV, but he should b-.:: ko}!t fully inforrccd or.. 

the fOI'cets activities and. consulted on M"j' m~'.ttGrs lik~ly to h8.v<politic...:.l 

implicJ.tions or to a!.fcct Austrc:.li.J.! s rcL::.tions -.lith the rt,Jpublic of ViL:tn::'~:l 

or any otl-;.:.r C01.U\try. 

rtEk'3ION3HIP . )T:~ COJ-D lWST.;\m!. FAR:JL.'F 

25. You are authorised to deal dir~ct '.-:ith CornmJ.ndGr 1~USt Army 

Force FAFGLF on roZl.ttcrs of common iaterv3t. 

DISTRIBUTION OF TEIS· DIRECTIV: 

26. Copias of this Directive have b0cn furnished to COiliIUS1\':.P"CV ar'.ct 

tha Austr:-...lian AmbassMor to tho Republic of Victnan. 

Eajor G.::;n-il",l 

Dc)uty Chi2f of th-:; G'';:lGr3.1 st...:.ff 
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