SECRET

DIRECTIVE TO

COMMANDER, AUSTRALIAN ARMY FORCE, VIETRAM

OF
MAY, 196
(innexes not at tached)
INTRODUCTION )
1. At the reguest of the Govermment of the Republic of Vietnam,
and in consultation with the Government of the United States of America,

the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia has agreed to provide

military assistance to the Govermment of the Republic of Vietnam.

TITLE

24 Your appointment is Commander, Australian firmy Force, Vietnanm
(COMAAFYV),

COMPOSITION

3 The initiél compesition of your force is in accordanoe with
Annex AV,

COMMAND

4. Subject to the provision of this Directive, you are in overall

command of units and personnel of the hustralian hruay deployed in the

- Republic of Vietram.

5. You will be responsive to and under the operational control

of Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnem (COMUSMACV).
6. The Australian Iniantry Battalion and fustralian Logistic Support

Company will be under the operaticnal control of an eppropriate United Statcs
brigade cchelon, Control of other Lustralian isrmy units or detachments will

be as agreed between you and COMUSMACV,

Te Austrelian Lrmy units will not operate directly under Vietnamese

Command,

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMANDER .USTRALIAN MY FORCE, VIETNAM

8. You are responsible for:
a, The safat# and well-being of ALFV.
b. Liaison on matters concerning your Force between
Lrmy Heedguarters Canberra (AHR) end Headquartors

United States Military fLssistance Command, Vietnam
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EPLONEN. OF A TV
9. The Ausiralisn Infontry Letialion will be assigned t.3ks

by the appropriate United Stetes Formation Co:iender. These tasiis could

include:
a. Security of a base er.s; ﬁ
be Deeper p trelling and of fencive operations
as ordered;
s, THeaction operations as ordered in conjunction
with ARVI[ forces;
d. Contingency planning.
1C. The .ustralian Infantry Babtalion +ill not be assigned

responsibility for the szecur ty of an isclated arca unless it is pert of
a larger US forcé.
. The role of tha Australian Army Advisory team, Vietnam (;ATTV)
is to:
a, vProvide advisoxs tc the Republic of Vietnam
asrmed Forces and para-militory units end sub units

in the field

%, Provide individusls vor integration a3
advisors or mmastractors in 3pacial Ferce Teams

c. Agsist in She treinins of ihe ground fovses of
tha Republic of Viatnasm.

Suitobly sualified porsomnel may ve ompleyed in the elruorns role, Including
‘serachuting, in car ying out the ctove rolaZ as NEcessary.

12, © Subject to operational conmiimits wn. if requasted by bthwe
Government of the Republic of Vietnmu,'ﬁuo;ralidn srmy per.ommel mey be
used to provide ossi.tince 1o civil euthoritics in the event cof flocd AT
similar national disasters. You will advise AEG of .11 such wssistonce
reguasted or sivan.

13. Personnel of AATV will not be usad in wid of the civil power in
civil Aisturbdnces without prior consent of the Australian Jovermment, The
responsibility for obtaining such consent rasts with AHQ. ©Should civil dis-
turbances occur all personnel of LAFV will take appropricte measured . ko
safeguard themselves and government property, irrespective ol the

zovernment of origzin, entrusted to thelr care,

14, Employment in roles otiier then o in parcgrophs % to 13 sbove sill

not be apuroved without prior consant to who tr.lian Goverrment. The

respensibility of obta ning such consent rests with AIQ. In sarticuler
you will cnsure that tisks which mey be ollotiod under paragroph G
above will not <ndanger the Hationel inerest of hustralia or .mpcril umiuly

wnits of the Austr.lian irmy under your over:11l commanil, 2odeploymont
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of the battalion away from the general Bien lloa area will be referrad 10
ARG,
LOCATICON
15. 111 clement of AAFV will be stationed and will opzrate within

the boarders of the Hepuelic of Vietnam. You will eusure that personnel
under your command do .ot violate the tercitory of countrics bordering the ﬂ
Republic of Vietnam.

15, Initially +he battalion will be deployed in the BION HOA cirfizld
area under the operationzl command of 173 US Airborne Brigaée.

7. Tha leestion n the Republic of Vietnam of member or of groups

of AATTV will be decided by you, in accordance with the Directive and

after consultation with ths approprizte United States and Vietnamese
suthorities. shere political implicationz are involved you should

consult the Australian Ambassador in Saigen.

LOGISTIC SUPPORT '

18, COMUSHACY is to provide logistic support of your force in
accordance with the Military Working Arran;ement <ith the U3 Forces which is
zttached,

DISCIPLING

19. Your disciplinary powers arc stated in Annex 'C! of the

Directive.

24, Your at.ention is directed te Austreli.n Military Regulations wnd
Orders, Appendix 9.

SECURITY CLIARANCES

21, You will provide COMUSILACV with a certificate stating that
manbers of AaTTV have current security clearunces cs follows:
a. Qfficers Top SECRET
b.  Warrant Officers/ SBCRET
Sergeants
22.. You will submit specizl reports to AHQ by OPERATICNAL T EDIATE
signal:
a. If the battalion is ccommitted to & major
operation under paragraph 9b. or c. abovo
B Should a member of AAFV be killed or be
wounded in action
C. On any incident of an unusual nature.
REPCRTS
23. You are to forward to AHG, at weekly intervels a report by

signal including:
a.  The cmployment and operations of the units ond

sub units under you command
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T, Tho state of units snd sub units under your

comaand.

Copics of thoese reports will be provided Ty you to the Austiralion o
in Saigon nd to COWUSHACY .

pALLTION JIT8 T ALST

T e s

24. The Ausoraliin imbagezdor fa ths Bapublic ef Victiom 18

ancroditod by the Jueen to the Thicl of t.tc of thwe Ropuvlic of Viotneiie

He is tho chief reprasaniaiive of the Ausftr.licn Govornmun cnd within the
Republic of Victnem was overoll rosponsibility Tor relations butwesn

the two contrics., Hc rill not igsue owders in,relation to th. onewtion OF
sdpinistration of & FV, but he should be kept fully informed on

the force's activities and consulted on any matters likely to have palitic:l
implications or %o a’foct Australials relations 4ith the Republic of Vietnan
or any otii:r country.

RELLTIONSHIP . ITX COID AUSTARM FARCLEY

25. You are authorised to deal dir.ct with Commandsr fust Lrmy
Force FARTLF on matiers of commen interest.

DISTRIBUTION CF TEIS DIRECTIVE

26, GCopiecs of this Directive have beon furnished to COMUSHACY ard

ths Austrolian Ambassador to tho Republic of Victnam.

1
Hay 65 Desuty Chief of the Goneral Staff
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