SECRET

SECRET

DIRECTIVE TO

COMMANDING O.FICER, wUSTEALILK
THFENTRY BaTTaLIOW IK SOUTH VI TN

{Annexes not attachec) ﬂ

INTRODUCTION

1. at the request of the Govermment of the Rejublic of Vietnam,
and in consultation with the Joverrment of the United States of America,
the Covernment of the Commonwealth of Australia has agreed tc provide

military assistance to the Government of the Republic of Vietnam.
COMPOSITION

2. The comjosition of your tattalion shall be in accordance with
establishment II/20/1 (TW) or as emended.

COMM..ND

3. You are under command of Commander, Australian army Force, VIATNaM

(COkAAFV) but under the operational controcl of the Commander, United States
Military isssistance Command, VIETHN:M (COMUSMa@V) for allotment for duty as
required. This will normally be under a United States Brigade Headquurters.
4. On natters of domestic administrat;on unique to australia ard

national matters you are to report to, and receive crders from, COMLEFV.
ELPLOVMET

e Tasks

These will be assigned to you by the commander of the US ferce to
which allotted and may be :
as. Security of a base area;
‘'b.  Deeper patrolling and offensive cperaticns as ordered;
Ce Reaction operations as ordered in conjunction with ARV
Torces;
d. Contingency planning.
6. Festrictions
B. iustranlian personnel are not to be used in aid of the
civil power in civil disturbances without the prior consent
of the Austrelian Government. The responsibility for
obtaining such consent rests with COMuAFYV through Army
Headquarters Canberra. The decision will be notified to
the COM-AFV, COMUSMiCV, and yourself by OPLRATIONaL
IMMEDI.TE signal by army Headquarters Canberra.
. Should civil disturbances occur, all Australian personnel
are to take appropriate measures tc safegucrd themselves,
their dependants .nd the govermmental property, irreapective

of the Covermment of origin, entrusted to their core.
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C Sutject to operational comrituents, Augtralisn perseonnel
may be used to provide wcsistance to civil wuthorities in
the event of flood and other nationul disasters, if requesited
by the Government of the Hepublic of Vietnau. You are to
advise COMAAFV of all such assistunce requested or given.
sgreement to provide such assistonegd does not over-ride t
regservotion on 2id to the civil power in civil disturboncas
atoted in peragraph 4. above, including civil disfturbances
guch as looting .nd rioting which could be concommitant of
a natural disaster. '

RIGHT OF uPPEAL

T Should you be zllotted a tausk which in your opinion is contrary to
the provisions of this directive, would endanger the national interest of
ifustralia or be likely to imperil unduly your command or any part of 1%,

you ure to report the situstion at once to COMaAFV, having first inforned
your immediate superior officer of your intention and the reasons for doing
50.

CHANNELS OF GOMMUNICATION

8. Communication from Vietnam to .sustralia is via the sustralian
station. Internal compunication fawm your battulion 1o Headguarters ..LFV
will be under arrangements made by COMawuFV.

LOC.:TION

9. Your bettalion is to be stationed in and operate within the
borders of the Republic of Vietnam. You are to ensure that personnel
under your command do not violnte the territory of countries bordering the
Republic of Vietnam.

10. Initially yourlbattaliOn is to be stationed in the vicinity of
BIEN HO.. airfield under the operutional command of 173 U3 Airborne Brig=de.
iny subsequent re-deployment and change of command will be as matuslly
agreed by COM.AFV and COMUSM..CV.

DISCIPLINE

11. Your discislinary povers are stited in snnex 'n! to the irective.
REFORTS

12. _ You are to forward reports, as reguired o Commander, ...x'V.
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