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SECRET 

SECRET 

DIRECTIVE TO 

CClvUilicllDI NG O.},ICER, .,USrF~LHN 

III~'"IITRY Bf,TT,IL ION n, SOUTH VI ;o;1'11.J,! 

(Annexes not 2.ttachec) 

INTRODUCTION 

..-~t the requecit of thE: Governoent of the He:;mblic of Vietnam, 

and in consultation with the Government of the United States of licerica, 

the Government of the Commonwealth of J\.ustralia has agreed to provide 

mili tary assistance to the Government of the Re})Ublic of Vietnam. 

COMPOSI'rION 

2. The com)osi tion of your battalion shall be in accordanc(~ with 

establishment II/20/1 (TW) or as amended. 

COJI'IMHND 

You are under command of Commander, Australian Army Force, Vli;TNAM 

(OOic ... SV) but under the operational control of the Commander, United 3tRtes 

~;ili tdry ;,ssistance Conunand, VIETNJJ~ (CCMUSlIl<llrO for allotment for duty as 

required. This will normally be under a United States Brigade Head'1u:...rters. 

4. On nntters of domestic administration unique to l~ustraliu ~nd 

ne.tion.::Ll matters you are to report to, and receive orders from, CO!I:'>.i..FV. 

El,:2LOYM::iiT 

5. 
fuese will be assigned to you by the commander of the US force to 

whi ch allot ted und muy be : 

6. 

a. Security qf abuse ilrea; 

b. Deeper patrolling and offensive operations as ordered; 

c. Reaction operations as ordered in conjunction nth .;.RVr.T 

forces; 

d. Contingency planning. 

Restrictions 

n. 1-"US tra.lian personnel are not to be used in aid of the 

civil power in civil disturbances without the prior consent 

of the Australian Gover~~ent. The res')onsibili ty for 

obtaining such consent rests wi th COM1I.~\FV through Army 

Headquarters CEll1berra. The decision will be notified to 

the COM..z·.J,.FV, COMUS11.l'.CV, :-md yourself by OPERb.TIONllL 

DIMEDL.TB signal by t'-..rmy Headquarters Canberra. 

'c.. Should civil disturbFJlccs occur, all Lustralian personnel 

are to take appropri~te ~easures to safegw_rd themselves, 

their dependant 3 Lilld the governraental pro11erty, i,rrespe cti ve 

of the Governr.1<..:nt of orit,i.n, entrusted to their Ci:!,rc. 
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c. Sucject to operr.:tional COITJ..::--.i t:-.:ents, Australir.:.n pC:I."30nr.el 

::uy be used t.o provide ::"2si:Jt2J1ce to Givil ,.clitho2.~iti>2':; :...C .. 

the event of flood and othoar E;:..tion<.ll disasters, if rcqu8:::>teec 

by the GoverrL"'"ilent of the Republic of VietYln;:l. You 3.re to 

advi8e COj'.iLu'~FV of all <:.:uch a.ssisklIlce requ23ted or given. 4-

ci.grerement to provide such 3.ssisk.nca does not over-ride tl"fb 

reserv,-~tion on <.'.id to the civil power in civil disturb;:..:"'..ces 

stu.ted in pc...rs..gra;?h d .• above, including civil disturba..l1ccs 

such as looting JIld rioting which could be concoomi tant of 

a natur...l.l disD..sb?;r. 

RIGHT Oli' .J?PE.'~L 

7. Should you be u.llotted ,-.'t. tu.sk which in your opinion is cor.trary to 

the provisions of this directiv,~, would en<i:".11ger th8 :rw..tional interest of 

bustralia or be likely to imperil unduly your command or any p~rt of it, 

you ~e to report the situation Llt once to COMt"dl..FV, havil1d' first inforr.led 

your J...'1lmediate superior officer of your intention and t:le reasons for doing 

60. 

CHANNELS 0 F COMMUiH CJi TI ON 

8. Communication from Vietnam to .~ustraliu. is vi"l the J\.Ustralio.n 

station. Internal cO!:ll!lunicJ.tion f:r.>m ":tour battalion to iIeadqu8,rters ,.1'.£'V 

will be under arrangements made by CONuJ..J".FV. 

LOC.~TION 

Your battalion is to be sLl.tioned in 3l1d operc.te w'i thin the 

borders of the Republic of Vietnam. You are to ensure th2.t personnel 

under your command do not viol::.te the terri tory of countries bordering the 

Republic of Vietnam. 

10. Initially your bnttalion is to be stationed in the vicir.ity of 

BIEN HO.\ airfield under the opera tion')'l command of 173 UQ Airborne 13rig;;.;ds. 

Any subsequent re-deployment 2Ild chMge of comnund will be as Dutu211y 

agreed by CO~LJ\FV and COMUSM.,CV. 

DISCIPLINE 

11. Your disciJlinary poviers are st.lted in J~rmex ' .. ' to thl? dil'(~ctivEj. 

REPORTS 

12. You .lre to for.-ward reports, [LS required to Commander, .. ,"-;:iV. 

· .. "."., .•. , .... , 
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