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Copy No. 20 

FURlliLR MILITARY ASSIST"NCE TC SOUTH VIETNAM 

I attach a copy of ~ report by the Defence Committee on the 
\ 

above subject which has been prepared fcllowing r.lilitary staff t2.1ks 

vd th the United States in Honolulu on thG 30th Nk;.rch, 1 st Il.pril, nnd in 

the light of recent discussions betr:een the Uni ted States Secret<>ry of 

State, 1.:r. Rusk, and the i.ustrolian Ambassador. I submit the rGport 

for the consideration of Cabinet. 

2. Since the DGfence Commi t tee IS re)ort \.;as ~rep<!Xed further ndvi ce 

has been received from Washington that the United States h2.s decided to : 

(a) Deploy two more marine battalion landing teams, one at 

Danang and the other at Hue; 

(b) Deploy an additional 4,500 men to establish an Army logistic 

base in South Vietnam; 

(c) Deploy more United States air units in 'Thailand. 

These decisions have yet to be cleared with the South Vietnamese ~1d 

': Thai Governments as appropriate. Final decisions as regards the ro18 of 

the forces in the Danang area have yet to be taken nnd the cl!-!.I'ific2.tion 

on this question as sought by the Defence Committee in its report ',-;rill need 

to be pursued. 

3· This latest advice from '.~t'ashington also states that it is likely 

Australia ~ill soon be asked to contribute a batt2lion for duties in South 

Vietnam similar to those of the additional marine battalions to be sent 

there. A formal request for the use of our force therefore appears to 

be imminent. 
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GOPY P .M'S. 
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4. Washington has also made a formal request Htffit l1.ustralia and 

New Zeal2..l1.d should take over the training of the South Victnf<ilieSe r8gicn13.1 

forces" for which 150 more instructors ,iill be :::oequired in provincial 

capi tals. It is not clear ',;;hat this request involves and we are seeking 
\ 

clarific~tion from Washington. In the meantime I am seeking the viev:s 

of the O1ief of the General Staff on the question and \7ill report on these 

verbdly to the Cabinet. 

7th April, 1965. 

SlbNE P • .LTRIDGE 
MINISTER ,UR DEFENCE 
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