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Unit 

1 RlIR 

2 R.!lli 

3 R1IR 

4 R1IR 

5 fUel, 

6 R1IR 

8 R1IR 
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,Ul!)B;l C ----
AVAlLAnILITY OF AUSTFcALIAN INFiUlTftY JJ'.rTALION0 FOR OP;:;J.!.TIOi'iS 

Appended is a table showinG the availability of Australian 
infcmtry battalions for operations up to December, ";966. 

2. At ,resent t~'lere is a battalion cOTIluitted to operations in Borneo, 
and there are two other battalions now available in Australic::. for opera.tions. 
In addition, a small cOr::lposite battalion could be formed if necessary from the 
existing companies of 2 RlIR and 5 Rill. This would retard the build-up of these 
battalions with nationa.l Service personnel. 

3. By March, 1966, a further ·chree bn ttdlions will he.ve been built up to 
;,trength in Australia and will be trained anCi available for operations. 1m 
additional battalion will be available by JWle, 1966. 

Present 
Location 

Holsworthy 

L'noggera 

Borneo 

i1oodside, S.A. 

Holsworthy 

To be fanned 
Enoggera 

To be formed 
Puckap=yal 

To be formed 
:u:: Comd 

At Full 
Strength 

Now 

Sep 65 * 

Now 

Now 

Sep 65 * 

Sep 65 * 

Dec 65 * 

Dec 66 * 

* 

Availability 

NoW 

Mar 66 

!law 

Now 

Mar 66 

Mar 66 

JWl 66 

Mar 67 

Remarks 

Now at 21 days notice to 
move. 

Due to reorganize in 
Jun 65 to provide basis 
of two battalions. 

Returns to Australia 
Oc ~/Nov and provides 
eleElents to fonn 7 RAR. 

Earmarked to relieve 3 R ... ;\It I 
Oct/Nov. 

Currently being raised 
from elements provided by 
1 RAfl. 

To be r~ised from clements 
of 2 RAlt. 

Fanned froffi elements of 
3 RAil on retum to 
Australia. 

Priln2"rily dependent on Nation,,~l 
in"cake. 
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The Sonth Vietnamese Government agreed. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. was prepared to take "sub stant ially larger measures of a military na ture ',r if such measures were required by, serious increases in the strength of the communist forces in South Vietnam. 

A cnallenge presented by snch increases, if they occurred, would have to be met but this would open a new )hase in the problem. 

The U.S. intended in the near future to reinforce the marine force at Da Nang by one or two battalions. 

Australia might consider giving some help. 

4. As regard s sea acti vi ty, it was now apparent, Rusk said, that the Junk patrol had not been as effective as had been hoped in stopping j.nfiltration. 

The U. S. itself was therefore c omHeneing a very substantial effort to stop this infiltration. 

If successful, this would place considerable strain upon the Viet Cong which would have to make greater L'.se of the moro tedious method of sUPllly by land. 

There were indications thClt the U.S. effort along the south Vietnamese coast (Ruslt confirmed th"t there was at lJresent no intention of extending this effort to the North Vietnamese coast) was already paying dividends. 

5. Ruslt said that the U.S. did not now contemplate bombing targets in the Haiphong-Hanoi area. 

While the U.S. would eventually run out of military targets in the region to which the bombing attac~s had so far been confihed, there were still enough targets there to enable the bombing attac~,s to GO on for a while. 

6. If there were to be increases in the munbers of forces supporting the South Vietnamese forces, it would be important Rusk said, to have further international representation. 

In this connection there were limits to the amount of help South Korea could or should Give. 

The despatch of South Korean forces to South Vi"tne~ was a political problem in Seoul. 

Moreover, if the war in Vietnam mounted in intensity, there were sound military rea30nS for kee,Jing South ,C02'can forces at home. 

As we would have seen from the military staff talks with Air !!Tarshal Scherger in H.avvaii, some of the American wilitdry iA,Jere already thinking of the dc,)loymcr!t of SUbstantial land fo,'ces in South Vietnam. 

Rusk emphasized tl)at no decL·.;ions in this sense hQd yet been tnltcn and that any thinkinc'; in this direction at this s'Gage was only contingency planninb · 
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9. Ruslr. con"~inuGd that the po+itical situation W33 compounded by the c01'1plexity o.I the positions taken from time to time by the various comnunist countrie,g directly involved. 

For this reason, it was difficult to discern what tl'8 communist positio\l, assuminJ that there was _o~ cD!7tIllunist position, ex')ctly ""vas. 

Some times MOSCOR and ~cking appeared to vie in their support of HanOi, other times Eoscow appeared to be being dragged along by Hanoi and on othcr occasions Moscow and PekinG SCGr.1cd to be playine upon the Vietnamese problem as a facet in their rivalry with each other. 

Horeover what was one to malle of the recent indic3tion from HanOi that a solution COL\ld only come from dil'ect negotiations between the lJ.3. and the N"Itional Liberation Front? 

To sum up this point, the differences of approach between HanOi, Peking, i{;oscow and the National Liberation Front were "intriguing bu·G hardl~ illuminating". 

10. Turning to thc natw:'e of (l satisfactory negotiated settletlent Rusk said th3t the U.S. preferred to avoid Geeting int 0 d dails "at a poi at "hen thcro was no pl" c e f10m whioh to start" (I underst ood this rcmar][ to mean in the absence of any indication of a willingness on the part of the communists to negotiate in good faith). 

However, what the U.S. would want would be the cessation by Hanoi of its direction of the war in South Vietnam, the end of infiltration, the removal of infiltrators already in South. Vietnam and satisf8ctory assurance that these thines would be done. 

There were some in tho administration who also thought that tho Viet ConiS org8nisation in South Victnam should be broken up. 

One difficulty assooiated ~ith this View was that the U.S. was not sure whether Hanoi controlled all the elements of the Viet CO!1b. 

Agai.nst the view of these people in the administration there was also some feeling that if pre-1959 01' pre-infiltration days could be restored, the South Vietnamese Army would be "ble to clean out the Viet Cong org2nisation. 

With respect to the policing of a negoti:::tcd settlement, Rusk said the U.S. would nant "8 substantial intcrnation21 presence" in the area (to which the Indians had from time to time said they »ould be prepal'3d to contribute) somethi'1G whicb would "verify infidelity". 

11. Rusle continued tha t the U. 8. had not yet .si...:h ted 30Y indication from comnunist sources or D readiness to r:ec;otiate. 

He was therofore puzzled to know what the British ForeiGn Secretary had meant \-"-/l1en he refel'red ycS"bGl~day in the House of Conunons to somc hope£"J.l sign in t~e last d8y or two. 

It WB,S h-3yd to sa~1 e::nctly Vinat the U.S. would aD if and Yihen a signal of re~din88s to negotiate came along. 
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