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COPY No. ~~9 

CAB 1 NET MIN UTE 

Forei~n Affairs & Defence Committee 

Canberra, 7th April, 1965 

\ Decision Ho. 859(FAD) 

Submission No. 719 Further Mi litary Assistance to South Vietnam. 

The Committee considered a reoort on the Vietnam situation 
~y the Defence Committee covering recent military staff talks in Honolulu an 
subsequent discuss ions between the Un i ted states Secretary of State' and the 
Australian Amtassador in Washin~ton. 

2. The Committee:-

(a) was informed by the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee, who 
participated in the Honolulu talks, of the oresent mi I itary 
situation in Vietnam, of action to be taken by the United 
States in the immediate future to supplement their forces in 
South Vietnam and of further mil itary proposals under 
consideration in Washin~ton to give ~reater strenoth to their 
defence posture in the area at a later sta~e, if aopro"ri~te; 

(b) noted the discussions Detween the United States Secretary of 
State and the Austral ian Ambassador as contained in Carle No.1152 
of 2nd Apr i I ; 

'Ic) noted that it was likely that the United States would shortl, 
request Australia to contribute a t'attal ion for duty in SouU 
Vietnam • 
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2. 

Cabinet Decision No. 859(FAD) Cont'd. 

3. The Committee discussed in particular the question of 
providin~ a tattalion to South Vietnam. It was real ized that the Unitej 
States had ston~ed short of making a formal request for ~ latta I ion, ~ut 

at the same time the Committee felt that the approaches which the United 
States had made, both throu~h Admiral Sharp at Honolulu and throu~h the 
Secretary of State, should ~e interoreted as leaving no dou~t that the 
United States desired and hoped for Austral ia's assistance in this way. 

~. In discussion, the Committee -

(a) considered whether there should te further exoloration with the 
United States as to whether the commitment of a battal ion to 
Vietnam would ~e the most useful Australi~n action, taking 
into account our limited defence forces and the overall defence 
oosition and rotentialities in South-East Asia; 

(~) noted that the planned expansion of the Army is now gettin~ 
nearer to the point where provision can te made for other 
commi tments after allowi no for the allotment of a hattal i on to 
Vietnam; 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

noted the need for the question of Austral ian contribution of 
forces, and the theatre to which it would ~e made, to te rel?t~d 
to the diplomatic and political position as well ~.s military 
need; 

agreed that dirlomatic and Dolitical rosition should ~e kert 
under continuous review at the tor political level ~y al lour 
allies and that Australia should continue to use every ooportunity 
of participating in such discussions; 

emphasized Australia's stake in the preservation of United States 
interests in South Vietnam and South-East Asia. 
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Cabinet Decision' No. 859(FAD) Cont'd. 

5. Assessing the issues, the Committee aqreed that the 
necessary course is to accede to what amounts to a request from the 
Government of the United States. To provide a battalion would have 
military value in itself, .but in addition would be of ~reat im~ortance 
in oresent and future Australian/United States defence relationshins. 

6. It was decided therefore that the United States should be 
informed that Australia would he willing to assist the American build UP 

of forces in South Vietnam by the orovision of one battalion if and when 
formally requested: The presumption was that the ~attalion would be 
derloyed at Danang, but it was considered essential th~t ~efore committing 
it, Ministers be clear about and.aporove its mil itary role ~nd the timin" 
of its deployment. 

7. The Committee a(lreed that, in informino, the United States of 
Australia's attitude to the request, they should te t~ld that it was to be 
understood that this decision, which would disoerse our forces sti II further, 
would place new limitations on our military caoacity in other parts of 
South-East Asia, includinn Hew Guinea and that Australia must look for 
support from ~oth the United States and British Governments in deal inn 
with any special difficulties which miqht arise elsewhere in the area, 
particularly during the period of Army reorganization which was directed 
towards the establishment of more ~attalions. 

8. In conveying this decision to the United States it shoul' 
be made abundantly clear that this reference to our special problems wa~ 
in no way to be construed as a desire to avoid contributin~. It was 
rather that the implications arisin~ from further rarticination in South 
Vietnam with our limited forces at this point of time should re fully 
appreciated and supported. 

9. The Committee decided that the British Government should ~e 
informed also of this decision alon9 simi lar I ines as for the United States. 

10. On the question of the provision of a further 150 instructors 
for South Vietnam, the Committee decided that Australia would not be ahle 
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to meet this request. The requirement for instructors and H.C.O's by 

the Australian Army to carry through its own reorganization and bui ld ur and train 

Hational Servicemen made it quite impossible to go beyond the 100 

instructors already committed to South Vietnam. 

\ 

Certified true copy 

Committee Secretary. 
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