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CABINET MINKUTE
Foreign Affairs & Defence Committee

Canberra, 7th April, 1965

\ Decision Ko. 859(FAD)

Submission Mo. 719 -  Further Military Assistance to South Vietnam.

The Committee cqnsidered a reoort on the Yietnam situation

by the Defence Committee covering recent military staff talks in Honolulu an
subsejuent discussions between the United States Secretary of State and the

Australian Amtassador in Washington.

2.

The Committee:~

(a) was informed by the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee, who

(k)

(e)

COPY P.M'S,
DaTe "

participated in the Honolulu talks, of the present military
situation in Vietnam, of action to te taken by the United
States in the immediate future to surplement their forces in
South Vietnam and of further military proposals under
consideration in Washington to give areater strencth to their
defence posture in the area at a later stace, if aoprorriate;

noted the discussions between the United States Secretary of
State and the Australian Amhassador as contained in Cakle No.llB2

of 2nd April;

noted that it was likely that the United States wouid shortly
request Australia to contritute a battalipn for duty in Soutk

Vietnam.
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£ Cabinet Decision KNo. B59{FAD)} Cont'd.

% 3. The Committee discussed in particular the gquestion of

] providing a tattalion to South Vietnam. It was realized that the United
States had stonped short of making a formal request for a tattalion, tut
at the same time the Committee felt that the approaches which the United
States had made, toth through Admiral Sharp at Honolulu and throuoh the
Secretary of State\ should te interoreted as leaving no doutt that the
United States desired and hoped for Australia's assistance in this way,
4. In discussion, the Committee -

_ (a) considered whether there should te further exploration with the

¥ United States as to whether the commitment of a battalion to

.g - Yietnam would ke the most useful Australian action, taking

;( ' into account our Timited defence forces and the overall defence

E position and potentialities in South-East Asia;

'g (P) neted that the planned expansion of the Army is now gettine

5{- nearer to the point where provision can te made for other

oo commi tments after allowing for the allotment of a Lattalion to

: Vietnam;

? (c) noted the need for the question of Australian contribution of

; forces, and the theatre to which it would te made, to te relatad

; to the diplomatic and political position as well as military

! need:

i (d) aareed that diplomatic and political rosition should ke kept

;(“ under continuous review at the top political level by all our

P allies and that Australia should continue to use every ouportunity

. of participating in such discussions;

E,—» (e) emphasized Australia's stake in the preservation of United States

£ interests in South vietnam and South-East Asia.
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5. Assessing the issues, the Committee aareed that the
necessary course is to accede to what amounts to a request from the
Government of the United States. To provide a battalion would have
military value in itself, but in addition would be of great importance
in oresent and future Australian/United States defence relationshins.

6. it was decided therefore that the United States should te
informed that Australia would ke willing to assist the American btuild uo
of forces in South Yietnam by the nrovision of one tattalion if and when
formally requestedf The presumption was that the tattalion would Le
deployed at Danang, tut it was considered essential thet hefore committing
it, Ministers te clear about and anprove its military role and the timina
of its deployment,

7. The Committee aoreed that, in informina the United States of
Australia's attitude to the request, they should te tnld that it was to te
understood that this decision, which would disnerse our forces still further,
would place new limitations on our military canacity in other parts of
South-East Asia, includinn New Guinea and that Australia must look for
support from toth the United States and British Governments in dealinn

with any special difficulties which might arise elsewhere in the area,
particularly during the period of Army reorganization which was directed
towards the estakblishment of more tattalions.

8. In conveying this decision to the United States it shoule

be made atundantly clear that this reference to our srecial protlems wa:
in no way to be construed as a desire to avoid contrituting, It was

rather that the implications arising from further narticipation in South
Vietnam with our }imited forces at this point of time should te fully
appreciated and supported. :

9. The Committee decided that the British Government should te
informed also of this decision alona similar lines as for the United States.

0. On the question of the provision of a further 150 instructors
for South Vietnam, the Committee decided that Australia would not be akble
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Cabinet Decision No. BBQ(FAQ),Cont'd.

The requirement for instructors and N.C.0's by
y through its own reorganization and build up and train
ble to go beyond the 100

" to meet this request.
the Australian Army to carr
National Servicemen made it quite impossi
instructors already committed to South Vietnam,
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Certified true copy

Committee Secretary.
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