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; Repsated to London 35 (London please pess coplee
te Pe-1s end Geneva), a |

oy £rom Spender.

caferencs = Indo-Chiove.

‘Murphy for over half an houp-on 24th Maroh ,
memoire based og your 107 “ghich he mas glad $0Of
Mer to-epecifia ques tions concemning United :
Ipfo-China Ziscuseinns am their efvimate
nas, he gave substentially the same replles
nt weeks been reporting from working level
tment - 'leave runolog to wrench®, ‘no firm

State Departmedt [vi '

2, I foupd him: evasive amd ocbscure in bis replies,
He tslked generglities, would not Bpeoak to the pnint and express
mainly ‘persongl' viewe.. .. The only substantial auswer he peve
 pas that since’there bed slready been negotintions with Nortb
Koree ‘there oould be no objectinn ip principle to negotiating
with Vietmioh, ' '

. --aod gave him ald
" recelive. In‘an
. Btates thinklog::

3a . The following, howevar, glves the peneral plcture
of tte situetion which emerged from what he said, ~The State
Depar tment thinkiog on any golution in Indo-China does not
appeer to heve made muoh, if any, progress, The impression I.
gatnered was they were jmore conoerned about bom Indo~China wab. ]
to pe held thao how it wee to be gettled, ~ They are ex.romely . SENEN:
L . conceirgga_n ‘about the political pituation. in Paris am Ind.o-(.‘.hina.%@%,
- There are 80 many conflicting points of view in the Freanch i
Government that it nee probably been imposeible for the ¥rench L .
to fcroulate ever tentative official views on approach to Ird o~ BE
Chipsa disouseions st Gensva, elthough there wes 00 chabce that L]
the French would seek oemse-flre beTore 26tk April ‘anythlng £
mignt happen® through forse of Mreact public opininp after Cene WA
gets ubder way and if nc solution seems ic be emersing efter 82
wecks of disoussisne,  Meantime, 1ack of social mnd politicel Wy
gonesion in Indo-China haes been goptributed to by the Frenoh & ‘
‘themaselves (e.g. Freooh are presumably still afraid to allow
Vietiawm milltary foroes suffilcient 1indigenous leadership.
Murphy, however, thoupght the French hed eone justification for
this fear. The absence of any politicel leader comparatle wit%%
Syngrian Rhee {who, despite g1l bie Teulis wes e centre of great
s trength in South Korea) together with the 1ack of coclal gnd £
politioal oohesion, mels it impossible im foreseesdle future  to SENAH
deny Inde-China to the Communiets «i thout continuing French

- lmilltary occupntion._

by In:these gircumstances, United States 18 ppproachiog

‘Gepeva with the: 9pe~"'-of~f'-con.centrat1ng discussions in the berlngy
“and - foras -Long as poreible on Kores before beginning Indo~Chiln
discuesl nus hich: they ‘will work herd to delay a8 mach as poss

——
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Their bope 15, I thiok, that Eorea diccuselors will prove
even to the Fremch ssmtiefsction, that the only kind of Indo-Chine%%%

-Bettloment which the Commoists would eccept st the present stage%%%

would be equivalent to Comnunisti domivation, United States o

is not, therefore, at least for the time being, pressing the e
French fni* their views, eince thip mipht meke earlier fndo-
China discuesisns likely, Marphy sugrested that deocision : M%
(even eamong the Big Thres) on 'intereeted States’ might well

awpit Geneva, Thie might give them opportunity of pressing %%
on with Korea first, By his geperal evasiveness to direot %%

" questlons put to bim, I semme that the United States winhes

‘18 most anxious to keep the Korean discussions B8eparate from 5

- those on Indo-Ohina but are oot too oerteain at this Btage how 0%
. .they cao accomplish this, = .

6.

‘Refors Gepeva might result in gracke in “Western unity, Murphy

~of Indo-Chlna were evep grestar. He made no attempt to

to remein unoommitted to any péaition in advance and to play e
'bed .car' as the situation develope. I think the United States

Yihen I:ébquir‘ed'.whefber ipsufficient oonsultation
appeared to think that dengera inherent in eaply discussise

balance there dangers ageinst the contingency that foo long
defgrnent of Itl!g; ina _discussions after 26th April might result
v/

M
1o éven greate B88& on the ¥rench Government to accept Sy
a cesse~fire, - ' %%%

- By I thipk 1t a -falr Judgment to sey that the State

. ‘Depar'ment is oot et sll happy at the poaition whiah ia
“emerglog 68 a result of Berlin Agreement and have no ol eap
.Views at the moment ez to how they are gging to bandle it,

. MIN. & DEPT: F.A
MIN. & IEPT: DEFENOE
Pu. '8 _

27th Maroh 1954
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