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Repeateil to London 55 (LOndon pleaee pass oories 

t'), Pe:? is and Geneva). 

, To ,Cl~,~,' tr,om ,~pender. 
,Gen;"~'9CX1teroenoe - Indo-Ch1n", 

"'.-~, . . 

I S8lfJlllrpb,;forover half sn hO~OD 24th ~\aroh 
gave him s1,/J';'memo1re'bssed oQ your 197 "hlch he was Clad 

reoelve. Ins' '81' to'epeo1f'10 ques tiODS conc<t'll1ng United 

States th1nking, Indo-CI!1nfl clsollsai'Jns am their ej;Hmat" 

of .1<'renob1ntel!t'1 ns,bl" gsve substantially the same replies 

'as we have 1n reo nt'lleelts, been reporting frcrn work1nif level 

1 n the St!'lteD'e~e tment - 'leave run Dine to Prench', no firm 

State Department 1ewe' eto. 
c - _ "_ ,> 

2. I f'Ou "bki'evssive alii obsoure tn hls replies. 

He talked geDe' lUes, would not speak to the p~lnt and eXDr'es,s 

mainly 'person • views., , The only sllbstantial allswer be aave 

was that siDoe there bed a1read.v been neGotiations, witb Nortb 

Koree 'there oould be no objeotlon in prineiple to negot1flt1nC 

with Vie tm1nh~ , 

3. Tbe followlng, however, 'gives tile Cenersl picture 

of' tee situation whioh emerged from what he said. 2'oe State 

DepOl! tment thinking 00 any solu ti,)n in Indo-Uhine does not 

( 

appef,r to bavell18de miloh, if aoy, progreS6. Tbe impression I, 

, 'gatrJEred Willi, tbey ,were' more oonoerned abou'" how Iodo-CbioB Itas, 

to be beld than bOlt it 'UIS to .be .settled. They a,'e ex':.remely 

oOnceirtl about tbe pOlitiOal situation, in Paris aoo. Indo-Chi 

Thera are 80 many oooflioting point~ Of view in the ?rench 

Govel'fl!llent that it bas probably been impop'pible for the "'rencb 

to fcrmulate even tentative official views on appr-oach to Irilo­

Chio!! disoussions at Geneva, 81 thougb tb ere .,DB no chance tbet 

the Prench l'IOuld seek oesse-fire before 26tb }\pril • 80ytbing 

miE''';: happen' throUBh i'o:t'oe Of "'reno:, publio opirJloo after Cen 

ge'cs ul1r..er way and l-r nco solu{;ion seems 'co be emerr:;inc after 

weelcB of disOllf'si'los. Meantime, laok ot' BO cial and poli ticfll 

cOileflioo in Indo-China has betHl oOlltribllted to by tl1e ?reoob 

'tbemf>elves (e.g. Frenot. are p):'eallmably still afraid to allow 

Vietilalil military foroea sufficient indigenol1s leadership. 

).\ul'pby, however, thought the Frenob hed some justifioation for 

till<, fear. The absenoe of any political leadet> comparable O1i 

\

syognan Rhee (I,ho, despite all h~" 1"8\11t8 "88 a oe[Jtre of Bre", t 

strelleth'1n South Kore,~) together witb the lack of Bociel-end 

pOll,iosl oohesion, male it imposeible 10 foreSeeable future to 

deny lolio-China to the Commun1f'ts ,1 t[10ut conti nlliogl"renoh 

military ocoupatioo. , 

4. ,In"tb,ese 'Qirownstanoes, UnIted States is approaohing 

Gene'Hi wttb;f;Jtfl,"'bope"of',,'00Doentrat1 ng di SCU66io ns in tbe becin 

and t'or"SS10Il,g':# pO<'I!il>Le OD Koree before beginn1ne Indo-Ch 

diso'lsBionswblob,; they,ail:l work bard to delay as muob as 

.-" .. 
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Tbe1l' bope ie, I thiOk, tbat Korea dlr:cusej ol1S will prove 
e'Veo to the JiTeoob 88U8tllotioO,t thet the eon:L,y ki od of Indo-Cbi 
Bett13meDt "Inob. tbe COIIIII101sts IIOwd accept at the present S 
llould be equ1vslent to CCIIIIlIuniet domioation. United Stetes 
i9 not, tb8l'efOre, at lese t tol' the time bel ng, pressi og the 
"l'ench to;, tbe1l' 'Vi9"9, l'ince this m1eh t me.ke e81'1iel' Indo-
Chioa disoussiQOS likel¥. MUl'pby Bugcested tbat deoision 
(even among the Big Tbl'ee) on ':I.ntereeted States' 1ll1et,t well 
e"al t Gen"va. '!'bil" might glve them opp,?rtuni ty of pl'essl0B 
00 1111 th Koree 1'1l's t. By bie general evas1 'q.:;,oe9S to d ir eat 
queetions put to bim, I seDBe thet the United States wisbes 
to l'elooio lloooum1tted to sl!;Y poeition in sdvance and to play 
'bad , esl" as tbe sUaatioo develops. I tlilnk tbe United States 

, 1s most soxlous to keep tbe Koreao disoussions, separate:l.'l'Q11 
tbose 00 IDdo-Ob1oabu' 81'8 Dot too oel'tlllin at tbls stage bOil 
tb&1 oao aooomplisb tbls. 

, " 

5. Wbeo I ellQoll'ld .betbel' iosu1'fioient oonsul tattoo 
lafO£? Ge DeVa 1111gb' I'esol t 10 ol'aoltB 1D \'Iestern uoi ty, lIul'pb1 
sP(l8sp.ed to tb1nk tbat deoge1's ioberent in earl,Y dlsousebo 
of IDllo-Ollloa were eve., g1'eatel'. He maie DO attempt to 
balan"e tbeee daogel'8 ~B1oet tbe oontiogenoy tbat too 10Dg 
de.,~ lneDt ot IDdq-Qbi~d1SoUSa10OB sfter 25tb April migbt 1'ooul 
10 eveD gl'eatel'/~fIliIB 00 the l<'l'eoob GoveI'nrneot to aooept 
a oaall o--f1l'e. " 

,6." I tbink 111 a~all' 3udsmeot to say ,tbat tbe State 
Depa1'(lDIebt 1& Dot at all bappy at the pos 1 ti 00 wbloh ls 
emel'g;'Dg sa a result of' Be,,110 Agl'B1IIII80t and bave DO 01BBl' 
viells At the molllllOt8l! to b Oil they S1'8 goillg to bsndle it. 

III N. ~: DEPTl F.. A. 
MIN. C: Im'TI DEJI'ENOE 
".M. 'e 

r' . 

27th Mal'ob 1954 
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