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If Indo~China falls to the Comnunists, the whole

of Bouth-Bast Asia will be mmd. It 1z therefore an
esseatial Australian interest to balster up the Franeh ana
Vietnanese Forgses which sre primerily pesponsible for putting
down the Communist insurression, The French have made it
clear that thwy do Boty in the sbsense of overt Chinese :
intervention, lltk assistance in the form of troops, aince
this would turn their nagiomal struggle into an international
one, The French do nevertheless yequivs matarial and moral
sipport. While by far the largest proportion of material
assiztange will .ceme frem mum Ghtu, the prowision
of even small guantities wmmnummt. to
the Prench our appreciation of their niiitary efforts and
our practical interest im the successful outcame of their
-operations,

~ For these reasons, befors M. ‘Letournean, the Minister
in charge of relations with the Associated States of Indo—chim,
vizited Australia early in Baroh, I ascertained frem my
colleagues in the Defence and Service Ministries that aquipment
&3 listed in Annex A was nn.lhlnlo\ and sarplus to Australian
Feqiiremsnts., We were n:-q;-ut $hat this equipment could
Rost appropriately be ntter-d as & s:l.rt to the Freach
authorities, although 1t would need to be inspeated by experts
to determine its suitability for operaticns im Indo-China,
The list was discussed in gm teras with M, Letournean
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Who expressed considerabhle interest and sald that he

wae prepared to send a techntical mission to Anstralia

to inspeat it. I have since been informed by the Frenech

Ambassador that the techaieal aission is ready to come

toh:trdhuamumnniututumhmd
It 13 yesoamended that e-lmut approve the

foreal utror_ to the French authorities as a gife of

Tich 1tens of surplus equijment as are suiishle for use

iR oparations is Indo-China, It 1s further recsmmended

that the Frenah anthorities be formally Snvited to send

¢ teahnieal mission to Australis to inspest the equiment

and to detarmine, in eonsultasion with Australian Servioe

authorities, which items are suitahle for use in Indo-China,

Subsequent to such technioal inspestion, 1t 1s recommended

that details of disposal and rezoval of suitable quip-nt

be decided Wy the’ Rervive Minlstard apaseraes 4y eonsuwl- C

tatien with tltillahm for m AfCalzs apd the
nm‘.
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e only equipment avalladle 15 @
2 million rounds insendiary smsunition,

100,000 Fawads (In!;g?} of .303 amour piereing

The following are availalle im limited mumbers :
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