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A Passage to Freedom

Dr. Ron B.Franklin Jr.

I was surprised to get your information and request about my experience during
the U.S. Navy’s “Operation Passage To Freedom.” It happened a Jong time ago 47 years
to be exact. It is very hard for me to remember dates, places,ships, and people but I gave
it my best shot. Ihave been involved in two or three other operations taking place in
China in 1949, and Korea in 1950-51, as well as others on different ships and
circumstances.

Operation Passage to Freedom moved almost a million people from North
Vietnam to South Vietnam. We had up to 65 ships (some from other countries as well)
involved during a four to six month period of time. Our ships that participated in the
operation were transports, cargo ships, Oilers LST’s, LSD’s, ARL’s, a hospital ship and
others that I don’t recall.

This last week I have done some research of my own on this operation and was
surprised at how little there is reguarding this operation. Ilooked into the Navy History
and Library of Congress and other places of information. I found out that the operation
lasted longer than I realized.

I got to thinking about it and I did not feel the Communists were aggressive
towards us, but they weren’t happy about the French and the English. 1don’t blame the
civilian population for leaving when they had the chance. This is just some of my own
personal thoughts about the situation. Below I have listed all your questions along with
my answers. I hope this will be of some help to you with your research.

1. What ship did you serve on during Operation Passage to Freedom?

2. Do you recall the names/numbers of other ship/craft involved in the operation (I ask to
ensure that none are left out of this history)

3. What were your years of service in the United States Navy? 1948-1978



4. What rank did you hold during Operation Passage to Freedom?
Radioman 2nd class

5. Where was your ship deployed when you heard about your future participation in

Operation Passage to Freedom? ] believe we were in Yosuka, Japan

6. How aware were you of the situation in Indochina when your ship received its orders

to part:clpate n Operation Passage to Freedom" Mﬂmmgf_the_smmmm

7. What was your primary area of responsibility during Operation Passage to Freedom?

(D1d it change as the refugees come aboard?)lm&lnlhc_mmmunmatmns.amhed_m

8. What type of preparation did your ship make as it assumed its role in Operation

Passage to Freedom'? Qmshpﬂasjhemmmand.smmuhxmpemnnn_ﬂe_\m

Qe_plgymgnm Once you amved In North Vletnam what was the role for your Shlp'?

9. Once you arrived in North Vietnam, what was the role for your ship? We were the
{ shi | lled shi logist:

10. How did those officials on the shore treat your arrival?_l never had any contact with
any officials on shore.

11. Did you ever travel ashore in North Vietnam? If so, what were the conditions like?




12. How did the refugees board your ship? All the refugees had to board our ship via the
Sangways.

13. Describe the general condition of the refugees when they first entered your ship:
Appearance; Health; Wealth; Emotion

15. If your ship participated in more than one trip, did the refugees respond any

differently in the latter trips?The Estes made two trips and we never carried very many
refugees as we were the command ship.

16. How did you handle the language barrier? | never talked to them and could not
understand their language.

17. Did any refugees communicate in English or another language? Not that | ever heard

18. If any of the refugees feared being aboard, how did you ease these fears?




20. Did the refugees attitudes toward you and your shlpmates change as the trip neared
completion? ] ne : ) act with t ) £3

21. Where did the refugees disembark? Most of the refugees went to Saigon and Tourane
(Danang) Some ended up in Hong Kong and Singapore.

22. What were the conditions of this place? Lonly got to Saigon in the south and they all
basically Jooked the same,

23. As your ship made its an 3rd 4th etc. trip back to North Vietnam, did you and your
shlpmates adj ust the way you performed your duties? Hm&mmunmhih:ﬁammﬂa

24. Were there any births/deaths during the trip(s)? None that I was aware of,

25, Were there any V:et Mmh attempts to thwart your mnssron‘? Ihe_onlpnmdenu;h@t_l

28. Did any individual(s) stand out during Operation Passage to Freedom? No



29. Did you ever meet Dr. Thomas Dooley during Operation Passage to Freedom? If so,
what was your impression of him?

31. Would you characterize Operation Passage to Freedom as a success or failure? (If you
could turn back the clock and were given the chance to do it all over agam would you?)

32. Did your participation in Operation Passage to Freedom heighten your awareness of

South Vletnam/South Vletnamese polmcs'? Aljhe_umc_l_wasn_t_as_mmﬁyhm

33. Are there any additional memories, stories, or history you would like to include about
Operation Passage to Freedom that I have not addressed?




