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Captain Ruff, Commander Dozicr, officers and mon of the MENARD, In the
nama of the government and of the people of VietNam, the first thing I would
like to address to you is to present to you'all of our most sinceré thanks.

You havo relioved alot of our misfortuncs, Ve can never forget the amical
and tender ettitude with which Captain Ruff and Commander Dozler have reccived
us, all the facilitios accorded by them while wo are going for the first time
on beard the U.S. Navy ship., Tho carc which the doetor and corpsmen havo
givon to our raefugcas havo dcoply moved us, Tho pleturc of the officers and
men of the MENARD who have holped us In carrying our babics, our baggages up
to the ship, in cooking our foed, ramzin vivid in our minds, We will rotell
what wo have scen by our own oyos to owr fellow country people and our
governmont, This is tho striking proof for denylng the false propaganda
of the Cammunists ageinst you, ’

The sceond thing we would Iike o say is to present t o you our apology.

As inperfoctncss in inhorent to human nature, thoro shculd be many defiecncics
in tho first time. Wo waore not infermed ametly os to the time of departurc,
tho problem of supply of provisions, the transport on tho ship, ond thus, we
arc quito unprepared for this first trip. But toking the invalusblo esipericnco
cut of this first trip, every thing will bo much botter,

As‘the Victnomese, due to the time honored tradition, stick nuch to thelr
heme, now leave all that they have: hcusos, lond, properties in arder te cseapo
from the Cummunist yolk, foll very nuch conscled thenks to kindness and help.
Far away fram thoir doar hemcs, they necd more than over the moral and metorial
aid from ell the peoples of the froa world, Viectnonl is experiencing now onc of
the groatost misfortuncs throughout all its history., If we can robuild our
country and regain’ eur unity, sll that the Frce World has done to holp us in
overconding all obstacles shell bo written in gold letters in tar History.

Being a part of the largost &nd strongest Navy in the world, with your
fighting expericnce and spirit, you have made saerificca to defond vietoricusly
the frec world in wartinmé, you are now naldng greator sacrifices in helping our
p2aple to choosc Liberty. 4 : .

Captzin Ruff, Cammender Dozicr, Officers and Men of tho Menard, you eoulc bo
vory proud of being tho first U,S, Novy chip to ambark our refugees in great
humatarian effort. :

To concludo this amall spcech, we do sinecercly pray god that wo shall fight
to tho final triumph of our noble enusct to safeguard the Frecdem and the
Diznity of Mankind.

leng live the Froé World and tho Anerican Vietnamesc Friandship,
long live tho U.S. Navy and the HENARD,
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