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uss UltURD F.R!DAY 
20 August 1954 

Cen It. 

Captain Ruff, Ccmnander Dozier, officers and mon of the !.!I1N.\RD, In the 
name of tho government and of the people of VietNam, til", first thing I would 
like to a.dciress to you is to presont to you' all o! our most sincere thanks. 

You !lavo roliavod alot. of our millfortunos. Vie can never forget the arnicD.l 
and. toncier attitude .n.th which Captain Rut! and COIlIlIaIldc;- Dozier have received 
us, ill the facilities Mcorded by thllll while we aro going for the first time 
en board the U.S. Navy ship. 'l'ho core which the doctor and corpsmen !lavo 
given to our r~oas havo doo~ movod us. Tho picture of'the officers c.nd 
mon of the mt'JlD who lUi.ve holpod. us .in clllTying our babies; our baggages up 
to tho ship, in cooking our food, rCllIUlin vivid in our~. We will retell 
what we ha.ve seon by our own eYOB to our f<>ll.ow country- peoplo and eur 
governmont. nus is tho striking proof for denying the fals,a propa.gandc. 
of tho Canmunists a.gdnBt YOU. 

The scconcl thing we would likd to sc:;r is to present t a you our a.pology. 
As inperfoctness in inherent to baman natura, thoro should be many defieencios 
in tho first timo. Wo "Iaro not info=od o;=tly CoS to tho t:iLle of departure, . 
tho proble:::. of suppl¥ of provisions, tho'transport on the Ship, ~. thus, we 
aro quito unprepared tOr this Iirsb trip. But tcldr.rr the invc.lu::.blo o;.,-pGrienco 
out of this first trip, wary tl1in& .rill bo ouch better. 

As'tho Viot.z=osc. duo to the t11llc honored tradition, stick ouch to their 
hooo, n0l1 leave all that thoy have: hCUGos, l:.nd, properties in order to esc:'.!'o 
frCl:l tho CUlIr!llJn.ist yolk, f'all v0J7nluch consoled tllil.nks to kindness <l.!ld help. 
Far awa:r fram their doar hanes, they- need !:lore than aver the r.lorill <l.!ld o.:.tcrial 
aid frall all tho peopJ.cs of tho troa world. V~.ctn."J'i is exper.I.encing no;/ enc of 
tho greatest l:lisfortunes throughout all its history. If we can robuild our 
countrY' and regain' <lt1I' unity, all that the Free Vlorld Mil dono to holp us in 
avereooing all obstacles sIl2Jll bo written in gold letters in cur Hist~ry. 

Being a port aJ: the largost ~ strongest Navy- in tho world, r/ith your 
fighting experience and s;pirit, y-ou have r.Iade sacrifices to defend victeriously 
the free world in wartUi-c. you ore novi =ldng greator sacri:f'iccs in helpir.g our 
pooplg to choose Liberty. > ' . 

Captain Rut!, CClI:lCC1ldor Oozier,Officers and Men of tho !Lenard, you caul':' bo 
vory proud of be:iJi.g the first U,S. N~v.v shir> to ~k our refugees in great 
!=at man off ert • ' 

To concludo this small spoechJ we do sincorely pray gocl that. we shall tight 
to tho final trilll:lph of our noble CCUSOI to safeguard tho FrGoclm and the 
Di5n:l.ty of lJankind. 

lone live the Froe World and tho .AIlerican Vict.n=ese Frianciship, 
long live -ehe U.S. N!l.V1 <Wi the UENAIlO. 
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