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to the fact that the provision forbidGinb militarJ reinforcereents could work only 
against free Viet Nam, that the Y~et Minh ',wuld most certainl.;r violate it and that 
it '.ould be cateriall:r 1l:!possi;'le for the Int"rnat~onal Control Conmission to pre_ 
yent or even to disco'/er the arri'.-al of reinfo!'cernents of arms and munitions across 
the Sino-Tonkinese border • . . 

, 
, And,in fact, we now.~ that. in le~a tGan five months, the Viet Minh has 

ec;.uipped 4 to 6 ne"' infantr,;' divisionlJ,indicating that it has been importing arms 
fr= t:.:e Sov:'et Bloc through Com:n'lDist China in violation of the accords., This can 
001;,' be ir.te:-proted as anotCer example of the nO\{ fiullliar C=un1st disregard for 
'Titten agreer:eClts end of tCeir adoption of an offensive posture. The Viet Minh 
build-up in st!'en;,th cen in no ',lise be justified on defensive grounds, because the 
];a"o:'o=l Arr:ry of Viet ::e.m is 'oein3 p!'G,;ressively reduced. In contrast to Viet Minh 
ill<1Sal ecti';i t:! J the free vorM ?O'"ers ha?e scrupulously adhered to the terns of 
that o?press:"{e ar.c. limiting asree::.e:rt. ~ 

TI:.et ebsence of scruple on the pert of tne CCllI!!UIlist vorld end that excess of 
sc~ple on the pert of the Free ~Iorld could, if ve are not careful, taLe us to the 
point vhere ve vould find it c;.'JJ.te natural, a year frot:! n01l~ to offer to the CCOIIU­
!:ists all that rerrains of Ine.o-ChJ.na! ... .Afte!' that ve Would ~ually resign our­
sel';es 'n thout fighting (for te.e cha.:lces vould be too u..'1equal) to the loss of Burma, 
Tnailand, etc .. 

Violation of the Pronise not to otstruct the Free ~\oice of the 
Population of t[,e Zone in · ... hich it l-I1shes to Live {Article l4} 

'fiithin the first veeka follO'.ing the signing of the armistice, hundreds of thou­
sands of people took advantage of the protect~on offered the!;! by the continued pres. 
ence of non-Gomoun1st civil and militar; authorities et Hanoi to ask to abandon their 
hO'1£es and possessions in order to flee the C=un1et regime. 

ThenY.B to the devoted efforts of Vietnamese and French authorities, thanks also 
to the United Stetes Na'r/ 8."\0. to an un"earying Anerican generosity vhich Vietnamese 
vill never forget, nearly half a o111ion Viet=ese frCl:! the North "ere eble. by 
leeving behind their every possession, to flee the Comnun1st regime. 

Thus mest of the bour3(!oisie end fran seventy to eighty per cent of the in­
tellectuals, students, and functionaries escaped south, including those VOO bad been 
mest favorably disposed to the Viet Minh because they feared its victory and hoped 
to remein in its good graces. 

H01lever, many of the poorest people remained behind for it vas more difficult 
for them to find vays of getting from their vil.lages to Hanoi or Hail'hong, and be. 
cause they felt that their very poverty vould protect them from Ccmnunist tyranny. . , 

Yet at the 'end of several veeks, the poorest among them understood. :the horror 
of 8. reg1me vhich threatened L'1<iividual liberty and the human soul more than it did 
the me.t.;rial goods of th~s vorld. Thousand3 of inhabitants frCJJ1 the seacoe.st rsgion' 
ot Hlat Diem did not ilesite.te to risk de8.th rather than to continue to live under 
the Viet Minh regime. 

Escape by land had beccme too dangerous beca. ot Viet Minh surveillance, !Wi 
these people took advantage of their closeness to the sea to'venture on it in tra:U 
boats r:7r even ratts. in their effort to reach He.iphong. Many vere drovDed 1D t4e, at .. 
tempt. Sane vere shot by the pursuing Viet Minh. :en their desperate " at-

f 

tllght, several th()Uf8Ild bad reaobed a crumbling sandbank w1tb1n"'lJ~~2l~',.~G~~:;; 
tor1al.vaters aid vO\lld have perisbed it, in ap:l,te of the Viet :: 
on their res<!uera, bOats of the fre,n<:h Navy bad not CCIIIO to savli' 



Cfr.at CrBlO'stic flisht and rescue were published in newspapers s.ll oYer the world. 
It showed the indO'..::i table co:u-a3e of t):e Viett181Jese people, and their love of liberty 
ss .. ell ss the cruelty and dishonesty of tr.e Camr.unist chiefs of the Viet Minh. 

It c.enonstrated the ir.possibillty of an e.g::-eement and of a peaceful and decent 
cocxister.ce ',lith C=un1sm, even for the poor, -,lith little to lose materia1Jy. 

It is to rwnd us of this that the Vietnaoese government has just had published 
i:1 F=.ce tee testbony and letters '.'bich follow in tI'rul!llation and '.'bich are taken 
~ro~ tse repol~s of the International Control Collimission, the papers of the Liaison 
~'issicn cf the Governrr,ent of 'l1e':o Han to the In':oer!1Stional Control Cc:mnission, of­
ficial notes d.::s',ffi up by local Vietnamese authorities, a!Jd the minutes and reports 
0:' t".e Co.rJ'".21;sariat for RefugeeIJ. It is to remind us of this that the Hatior.a.l 

. . II If 
Cattol1c 1{elfare C'pferer.ce has just publiehed a booklet caUed Terror in Viet Ham , 
,,::lch all !u:-.e:.:icans should read. 
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Daily t1:ot.:.Sallds of Vie't:1a.":1enc fro:J 
a:;d escafe to tr.e SO' .. l'th. , 

:rorl:h see:..;: to flee tbe Viet Minh resime 

.'l..ccording to infor:lB.t':.on fu=-:.tshed oy local authorities and by the French co::n­
roald, :roro thi,'ty, to forty tr,o\lsllr.d ~n;18b:!' taClts of Thai Birill, and around 10, JOO at 
Phc.t ihe::.:, are as_:iniS to escape Boutn\..-a!'ds. Frott Bui Chu 7,000 left secretl.:,r- de­
s:;;.;.te \'iet l·a:111 oJ!""...osition, but, Rccording to their testir.J.ony, the!"e are at least as 
r, c..~-,-./ ,l'J:'e "\0"1:0 \,-ant to lee.'{e. In the }::rovi!1ceG o£' He. Tinh, N.;he An, a!1d Tr.a.:'lh Eo3., 
' __ :_e:...~ ':'::'e:' 1·~:rr..'1 cO:'.trol since 1945, e. ;oodly rn.l!:1::;er of Catholics e.:1d non-Catholics 
S:=2~·_ t~~e ~_2a::s t·;) escaf€, l.Jut their sit1J.Btion is C'.ore difficult: on tr:e one bar..d, 
-:;:--.e~" :-.3 ';e cot ·~'eei.1 ir'..lor:ned. of the Gene-fa. .~.b-Tee::J.ent, ruld, in addition, the:,.- 2.re 
closely " .. -atche-i by Viet Mi::1h cadres. 

FrO:-l Se?ter:cer 30th to October l6th, 2,32.1 !"efusees arrived at Haip:-.oc3 e:')02.rd 
li'.:r_t craft. Fl'o:n October 13th ttrough Ho-:et:'l:er 6th, ~9,499 r.:ore arri-.'ed asoard 
t02.tS 01' the :re:1cn H[l:~J' '..rhich pic:·:ed. the!.L1 up. 

'"11 Thi s Exoc.us? 

TI:e reaSCl:1S ':Ol~ this ::nss:' ':e exod.us are the di:'ficulties of 11:'e unc.er tl-:e r.ew 
resiDe, difficu:.ties c..ue p:,:'r:,aril:,- to eccno:-.1c, ::loral, political, and re116io'..!B con.!. 
siderat:or.s. 

ECO~lO:~ic Corsic_e:..~[>..tio:-.s 

Econonic reasons includ.e tllC \"er'J hi~'1 tax assess:'1ent on crops; the exho~bi tant 
t9.X on busirless turno·:er wbic1.1 hun recl'..:.c:ed the s~.a.ll busines3men to a state of utter 
c.estitutio:1j the rcstrictiO!:s on l)usi:1ess a~ld COi:1:":1erce (i:1dustrial firms, coopera­
ti',·es, cO:.t:::J.ercial sYc1uicates muot n-.a.::e ove::- their profits to the sovermr:ent a.::'.d to 
the CO:'i':n'J11ist part/,); forced. lator i 8.::1d the est8.01ishrne:1t of an artificial exchar·ze 
rate :'or the Ir.D.o-C:·:iIlese piaster in relation to the Ho-Chi-Hinh piaster of one to 
thirty, instead of ~:le to fi~ty, the aet'l8.l rate on t!1e open cc1U'::et. 

TEe fwriaC18ntal principles '.hieh govern fa.-::~ly life are sap;:ed; ""rental 
authority bas "';)ee.-t ,,'ea::ened., chilJren who ha-,e beco:.::le infor::nation a:;ents don It hesi­
tate to infoI"'Cl on their ~=ent9, daily ffit.=etings are intended to ~:eep yOlin] Ieo?le 
avay fro::n hOr:1e. { t . 

Tl'ere is a diminishing of rcli(lious feeling' as a result of the or,sanizatioCl of 
public festivals in or in front of pa.,:;c"ias and churches. The moral authority of 
priests is weakened. Noisy meetltl(;s are held to ta:,e away all solemnitY from 
religious cere;::).onies. 1· 

Poli tical COf,gi<2eratio['s .. 
In spite of the artful pro~:;anda c"",paign cOr!ducted by the Viet 1{11'l1, tpe de­

sire for liberty is deep in the masses of people of North Viet Uam. Although-for 
the ~oment the Viet Mi1'l1 is not exercising a policy of outright terrorism, the in­
habitants live in an atnoaphere of fear and oppression as a result of the instal-
lation of the Communish regil:le. Furthe!', ::lost of the '~llages cadres are held. in 
contem!)t, for they are reco6I1izcd as amonG; the 10"';ies"t elements of the CODJllune. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



T't:e Viet Ninh did all tr.ey could to pre,'ent any e'/acua.tion southward. In so 
doi~ they violated provisior.s of the Geneva Azree:oent, most particularly those 
articles pertaining to the free choice of residence and the free !!lO':ement of civil-
1&"'18. 

4 " Article 1 , paracraph Il, atntes: in the j)!Oriod betweeIYtlie tbe when this 
e:-.. 'ce:!e!"".t C0Lles into effect and the completion of the transfer of troops, in the 
ces~ of civilio.nB residin€ in 0. resion controlled ty one party and des:'-riEg to li'.;e 
in tr.e zone 6.ttr;:"uted to the other party, the 6.uthorities of the first re"ion ::rc.st 

" Q auttorize and ::elp them to Dove. 

;\rticle 15, }:6ra:;raph C, atntes: "T1-:e tva parties J:lust gt)ara..'"1tee the exe:::'lti'Jn 
0:' tLe e",'Scl..!2.tion and trans!'erB of all forces ir~ accordance with the goals set forth 
i:1 t~:e a;ree::.e:1t. They r:lUst riot fl(l.r:'lit any hostile act nor ta!:e any L..ieasure ·.;:l.:atso- ~ 

e'.-~r w~lich co'..lld create an ocswcle to these e·~"Bc'J.ations a..'1d tran.sfers. They must 
:c::'..:..t\.lB.lly help each other insofar ns pc,asible. 11 

Viet Hir.h t/iolntio:1s of the Ge::e-.-a Agree:.ent 

'11:e iollowi:1C incider:..ts sl\oW' that tl~ese a:.~tic:es ha':e not been res;,ected, ar.d 
tbat, i!1 fact, the Viet }.:~.:;.h hU8 ;cr':,::,:1clc!-• .ferr,:,-_:e:1 to t::ar.sp'.Jrt the refusees, they 
La·;e organized r.1c):':'s, t;:eir cad.[(:o, an;1 tl:cir t:-v8:::JS to ';,:ar the route to tl:e ref11-
;ees, ttey ;-.a"-:e rcs::rtc.:l to al':1c\l · .. 10:e:--• ...:e :"0 -2';:;'::'5e tr.e e:,:cX:!:lS r.toVer.1e!1t, they r .. ave 
P'.lt t:oe c=st fru::l Lach-J.e.c (B'.'; -c;,~) to the n"elth of Tra-ly (Thai Bidl) under :nili­
tar./ ~'lD-rd to stop tl:c refu;eco fr,-... C.1 zetti:1.'; to Hair-!1-'J:;'g by sea, 

Se-:-:. 20, lS54: More t!,a.'1 2,'-'-)') In]-'"lJitar.ts ~f the :iistrict of Hai Hau (Bui Chu) 
ve::-e ::1:r.-'i~·,,:; ta.re.rd fa,l Din ... "! 0n tl,cir '.lay to Har.oi. The V1et Min..l--J. for·cacle the Na=\ 
Di:ch• ferr; to tn. .. e 'ol:e:·. fro:n 0110 oide of t;,e river to the other. The ref'clgees .. ere 
forced. to camp at the river's e(;I;e for seven or eight days at the end of ' .. hieh, 
their provisions ey.1',a·lstcd, tl.cy "'ere oblit;ed to return home. 

, 
Sect. 26, 1954: )o\ore·.tlo6.n 3,CXXl Inl:abitants of 'he Pnat Dieo and Bui Chu districts 
"'ere evacuating to .. -ard l!a.'1oi. At Phu-ly the Viet 1·l1nh mobilized a mob, their cadres 
aM troops to bar the route to the refugees. In the ensuin", encounter, poles a.'1d 
stic!:s of sugar c~e 'were used no ..... espor.a, seven refugees and h~enty Viet Min.1. were 
injured. But t~.e reftl!;ees bad to turn bac/<. ' 

J 

Sept. 29, 1954: Fr~ two to three tho'..lSar.d irumbitants of Thai Binh province sue ... 
eeeded in the face 'of COilsidero.blc C:if:"ic'.1lt!es tn arriving at the Nam Giang ferry. ; 
Tte Viet Minh forbaqe the ferr;mcn to tel]? tc.e reft.:gees across the river. At the '. 
end of a week, their provisior.s e;d-.au.ated, they were forced"to turn hack. 

·Oct. 4. 1954: Around ttree thOUBo.nd ir.habitants of" Bui-Chu, Hlat-diem and Nam-Dinh 
, met at liam-Dlnh to tal'e the roau into exile. The ,Viet Minh had them rour:ded up by 

their troops behind the cathedrl1l and urOl"d them to return to their homes. The refu­
gees decided to continue but ",han they arrived at Can-ho (R1U-ly) they met a nob 
estL"lI!.ted at over 10,000 persona (among them troops) Llobilized by the Viet Minh, who 
by taking theJ.r ~et and delnying children and old people, prevented the regu­
gees frOlll contlnuin,g on their -.my. A riot too:': place in the course of which a four­
year old child named Hoang Vo,n llghis from the Giao-thuy district and a pregnant 
voman of thirty-elght, Vu '!'hi Thu, from Nam-true, lost their lives. 



Oct. 6, 19)4: Fro:::1 J.:.!:ree to :'C'.ll· rr.ll1d.!"ed in:r,al):.ta.:-.:'s of tte ~To'.'ince of Son Tay, 
carr./in'3 t.'"1eir cr.ildren a:1'J. U'.c1r e;fects} T·'-ere or~ r01.1te for Hanoi. The Viet Minh 
se:1t out troops aJl.inst the refu:~e~B. T>.ese troo~s confiscated the'lr baggaGe and 
forc~_1 t!'.eCl by Yiole~'.r.::e to t1.rrn bacl~. .. 

Cct'. 18, 1954: Arou..'O!i tr..ree thousand irl1auitantB frOjl!' the proyinces of Thai Blnh 
B"e: Bui-Ghu, a~ter 'ml:oing for BeVen or eie;ht days, ~l-red at the llinh-3:a,'B ferrJ. 
?o:' fiftEe!1 da/s t!oe Viet 1>Iinh ;:ejtthe ferry from operating ~d forbade the peo;:le 
li-,-i::~ :.earLy to stelter the refugees or sell them anything vhatsoever. By these 
tact:cs tr.e refugees were dispersed. 

; 
02t. 2'90c54: Viet I,ii:--ill troops} r..a.r:i:'b tl:eir rourlds by 'uoat, C&:le upon Tra:, -<,an 
3y a!'..G. his·wl:"c off :,::e coast r.car the ';illage of Zuo!1g-diern. Since tr.ey c(y:ld cot 
otlli..::;e the refu:ees to turn t"ac~, they drew on the:n} W"O'.l..'1.d:!.ng the mal"l in the head} 
::is · ... i:'e ::1 t::e ar::. Tne couple ne':ertheless s"..lcceec.ed in re~ching Ha:'phong} iolhere 
t:-,ey :;a",'e evi.:ier.c:e before tr.e Internat::'on Control Co::nission." From Novenber 1st 
on, U:e V~etl,~i:1l1 had the coc.st guarded 'oy their ~roopB from I.ach-lach (Bui-Ghu) to 
the ;:}outh of Tre.-ly ('i'hai-·oinh). Further, they confiscated all sr.all craft, l:ept a 
ve.-:ch on e-,;erJ fe.::-~ily} ti:rente:le:l fisr.cr..1e.1 and. took: a certain number of local yO'..lI\ 
:::.e:l a-,,:ay to ill1~:r..o'.,..n c.estir.2.tiol~B. 

Nov". 6, 1~'5~: Over one thO:'1S(l:1d Jeo?lc fro:::! tte Tie:1-:1B.i district (Thai Binh) 
r.a'rin.3 Been French ships fi':e or oix ~d].or,1ete:·s (l.-...ra:r) decided to Bwim, at the risk 
of ti:elr li-;e8, to at1 isla.'1G. ait'Ulte:l fo.ci:13 the a.er.ci:listrative dele!;8tion of Tien­
Hai. T'ne Viet Hinh set out after the:::l} out ill ',"ain. T'ne refl.l,srees \Jere finally 
pici:ed up by French ships, but tllree children were drowned. 

110·(,_~;t.~: A telel;r= fro," the dele,;;ate of tr.e national Governrtent in North 
Viet tle..., stated that accordi,,!> to Fro"c:l o.uthorities the Viet Mi:1h did not author­
ize Catilolics to come to Rat Dietol to pic" up the refugees. The Viet Minh then as­
serted that its lau.,,:c:.es wo'.J.ld '.:'0. respo,:siole for trar.Bporting the refl.l:;ees outside 
tte ten'itorial ,.,;ters 1Ihere tl:ey coclld be pic1.ed up by French ships. Eyiilence 
ir.d.icates that this ·.-as a ::-.a:,e'l·;er ilestined to tl1"mrt the evacuation of the popu­
lat::'on of IT.a.t Die ..... } ~or on the one hand} ti-,e l.'.eo?le W"ere unv111ing to embar~~ in 
toe Viet Minh la:motes, and, on the other, the !:'.eans of transport offered by the 
Viet Minh were ridiculo\.lBly ur.adequate for the m.Clller of people. to be e','Scuated, 
l·;r. Desai, fresident of the Interr.ntional Control CO::il1ission, finally brought to 
light the bad faith shcr .. n by the Viet l-Ucl1 and strongly reproved the," for their 
dilatory tactics. 

, 
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TESTIMONY TAKEN met·! REFUJESS FIlCH 

BUI..cHU (CAl'.P3 OF VO-DONG AND DUC-/o!O 

BIEN-HCY>. ) 
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NOVDlBER 8 AND 9, 1954 
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• (1) 

M. Tran van Tru, 56 years old, fran the village of Trieu ThonG, district of Hai Hau, 

province of Bui-Ghu, lIorth V~et lIam. A cat:lOlic far=r and very simple in 

appearance. 

" , There are eight persons in my falnily; my vife, myself, and our 
six children, the eldest of Vhom is thirty-one, the youcgest is 
three. 

!I~re e.::-andoned our house J our garden, our rice field (8 house ilith 
5 roOCB, 3 sao of ~~r~en, I ~u of rice field) to flee South. 
We arrived November 2, 1'154, vithout having been able to bring 
anyth!.ng vi th us. 

"We had intended to leave for a long time, but our eldet son, 
e:nployed aboard" trar.Bport at II"" D!.nh, ws arrested by the Viet 
Y~rill a.r~ ~e ~ere obliged to wait for his liberation. He was 
liberated October 1, 1954, and "e l .... ediately constructed bamboo 
rafts and left tt-.e region at the S8.Cle time as 500 others vi th 
their children. lIe ~ent t;lro\lbh the hamlet of Linh-Co to get to 
the village of Co-Le, but ttere "o{C ~ere detained by Viet Minh 
agents. Our Bon, Tran 'Ian Xu,:;en, ..a.a a;;ain bprisonea on the 
charge of having org"'''lized the evacuation. Our con-roy ""'" dispersed. 
So our first try at e-,ecuation failed. 

"~o days later our son vas freed and "e began to prepare to leave 
again. This tine "e let him lea're alorie before "o{C did. We set 
out October 26, 1954, at midnight. It vas already daylight "hen 
"e arrived at ct,o-con. ',10 ~ent on to the villege of Ha-Trait, 
then at nightfa.U \/e got in a boat Vhich transported us to a ship 
ancho!'ed four or five i<ilre,eters off shore. We each had to pay 
ten thous~ Ho Gli Minh piasters or three hundred Indo-Chinese 
pias ters for tho trip, and the children "ere charged half fare. 
A large crOYd of our countIj'lllen "ere already on board. We left at 
four 0 'cloc;,: in the morning and arrived at three in the afternoon 
at Haiphong, Vhere ~e stayed tyo days before beL'S transported to 
the South by stellJ'ler. 

"Our village included. about fifty families or a fe" more than 200 
inhabitants. Almost all of them are already here. 

"We ... ere lucky, our trip wan't rough and no one vas sick • 

"If ve had to leave our country, it is because ve couldn't stand 
the C<mnunist regime; ve are denied religious liberty; our children 

'" 18" (th a.l t 11 are conscripted for people s labor detai ey wayS e us 
that it's for three months, but it goes on a year vithout their 
being releaaed), they tax us so heavily that they leave us almost 
nOthing for our 0= 8ubdstance. The Viet Minh lies in promising 
rice and clothes in abundance to the people; "e have noth1ng of all 
that. Indirectly they prevent us from coming to mass on SUllde¥; 
Saturday eyenings they get us together for a meeting which lasts 
late into the night, untU one or tyo o'clock in the morning,' so 
tbatonce we get hane we are all SO exhausted that no one l1aS enough 
eilergy to go to cl\urch the next 1Il0rning. 

i , 
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"The Viet Hinh say that te.o refugees in South Viet !lam BIe mis­
treated and abandoned by t.l:e nat!.onal Govern"lentj son:e suffer 
fr= hUl16er, others !'all 111 and die. Ne';ertheless we left any_ 
way, in spite of the~r thr~ats, in spite of all sorta of 
difficulties created to dotain us. When we finally were on board 
the boat which ...as to tako UB to Eaip!longj we felt ;'er; happy to 
have escaped the C=unl.t grip, although we had to leave our 
beloved village." 

(2 ) 
.; 

H. Vu Viet T-./, 62ye=a old, from tho village of Ha-Trai, district of Hai-PAu, in tbe , 
province of Bui-Chu, North Viet Nru:t. A sal'o-t:aker, still robust in appearance 

despite his white hair. 

"We are a family of salt-rr.nkers. We r.ave t;'o stone houses, 4 saa 
of fa~d and 5 sao of o"lt carah. 

"We have a"andor-ed everyth lng. We left with only 400 piasters to 
meet the needs of a family of 19 (13 adults and 6 children). My 
daughter-in-lav, vr.o juot 5 days be~ore had given oirth to a bay, 
had to bring her baby o.long, too. 

"If in spite of my geat a.ee I decided to leave the village where 
I was born, it is becauoo the Viet Minh regime is too Severe e.nd 
their taxes excessive; our hard labor yields us annually 600 baskets 
of salt, of vhich 'ole muo t pe.y 250 for the production tax. The Viet 
Minh forbids me to sell the other 350 baskets. If they should 
authorize the sale, I vould have other taxes to pe.y on the trans­
action, BO tho.t in the cn(l nothing ... ould be left to support my 
facily • 

II "f II f My children are o:-ten forced to Join people a labor groups or 
from'six mOuths to a year, even the girls or Se"llIllteen. 

"Fora long time I had been meaning to escaPe to the South, but my 
son~~n-la ... had been imprl~oned by the Viet. Hinh for two years. I 
had to vait for'hia liberation to prepare our escape. 

"We left October 10tb. Hundreds of boe. ts e.nd rafts carried the 
refugees to a ship anchored 5 or 6 :'llc.ne~rs off shore. The Viet 
Hinh attempted to detain us but we were determined to laave in 
search of freedo:n. We '.lent first to Haiphong where we stayed wo 
days before ecbarking for the South. We landed in Saigon on All 
Saints I Day (November 1st) and on the 2nd we were ,in the camp of 
DacoMa. ,. .,.': ,~~ 

"I do~ It regret having abandoned my f9rtune e.nd -my business. I 
have only one wishj that lIlY family can live· and work in peace e.nd 
freedom. I can still .. ark. Fatigue doesn It frighten me. I am 
firmly convinced that the Government \li1l help the refugees to .. 
find work, so that each can provide for his needs. ' 

M. Bguyen van True, forty tllO, from the village of Ha Trai, 

and .1o~ in appee.rance. 

" 



i 

, 

"I am a fisbermnn. I hnve a fbe-room · ... ooden house 101.tb a straw 
roof and 7 sao of fo.nnlo.nd. There are eight persona in our family: 
my 101.fe, my six cllildren (the oldest is fourteen, the youngest one) 
and myself. 

"I bad va tched 0. largo number of inhabi tauts of rny village leave. 
For SO!!le time I had intended to follOW' in their footsteps; but 
others asked mo to stay in the village in order to take them to 
the ste""",r, for I iJlO\{ bOW' to steer rafts. L vas able to belp a 
n~er of families escape, ..mich netted me bad treatment from the 
Viet Minh; they strucl( me 101.th musket butts W1til I lost collilciousness, 
then threv me in the ""ter. Happily, SODeone pulled "'" out and 
sa\·ed LlC from certain death. 

"'Ib<> Viet Minh ~ried to prevent the departure of the refugees. They 
destroyed the rafts, f)' the red together all the sr:l8li craft, and 
fo:-l;ade the bootu.en to transpo:-t those -.ho vanted to flee South. 

., ' 

I left firs t and rny family joined ce afterward vi th tbe help of 

" 

our relatives. I left the night of October 26th. I stayed a veek 
in l'.aiphong, then ·n t.'! the authorization of the Government, I vas 
able to leale for the South. I arrived in SaiGon November 6th and 
vas edmi tted to a ref'.lsee c"'"p the next day. 

Before rny depnrture I heard many rurr.ors spread by the Viet Minh: 
That Ill8.G refugees dio of hW1ger ar.d sicleness in the South, that 
some have bad to Bell their children at 100 piesters for three, that 
the cost of living is extrenely high, five piasters for a cup of 
tea, etc ••• all this to discourage the evacuation movement. 

"But personally I en convinced that if there vere more liberty every­
one vould cone south. Unhappily, the Viet io\1nh detaina people and 
carries off their children. Actually, I still feel the effects of 
the beatings of the Viet Hinh agents. 

"He left our birthplace because 
liberty under foot, forced the 
details" and created excessive 

" in our village. ,I 

(4) 

the Viet Minh bas tnu:tpled religiOUS 
" I young people into people s labor 

taxes. Life bas become unbearable 

M. Fbem van Thuyen, fifty-ape yeoxs old, fran the village of Ninh-Guong, Hai-Hall 

district, Bui-chu province. A.fnrmer of robust constitution. 

"There are nine in our family: three adults and six children. We 
arrived here November 2nd, 1954. We cade an earlier attempt to 
leave on October Sth. There vere tventy families forming a river 
convay en route to lia-Trai. We bad no sooner gotten to the Giap­
Usm canal. thBll bad veather forced us to stop. '!hen because of 
Viet Minh threata, 1(8 had to cut the anchor rope and. continue our vrq. 

"At Ha-Trai the Viet Minh arrested three men of ..man I vas one. '!he 
other tvo vere immediately released but I vas detained tor five daJB 
for hartng in()i~ the peolll4 to leave and organized convCSlf~ 
During thi8 tilDe I!1i/ tlllllily 8U()ceeded in on 
anqhored off .here. All lloon ae I vas . - - ' . 



rented a ,aft for 12,000 lio chi l11nh pleoters to reach the 
steamsr. Tbe follovlne nIght I a'7\ved at Ha1phone, vhere 
I found '4Y :-amil.,y. Then "e e:obe:l<:ed for the South. One of 
our party fell 111 during the trip but, thauks to the care 
given him by the ohlp personnel, he Is nea~l.,y recovered. 

"If ve had to leave our home, it is because of the severity 
of the Viet Minh regime; oxcesslve taxes, and though va york 
hard they don't lcnve us enough to live on, people's vork 
grJ~ps, ~et!ngs, sessions or,~olltlcal instruction that take 
up ~st of our free time. No freedom. 

"Our goal Is to 6eel<: a country vhere ve can live freel.Y. 

"If ve dared to leave at tho risk of great dangers, it is be­
cause ve feared toot vhen the troo:ps evacuated Haiphong, it 
,"ould no loneer be possible to lec.ve the country. There are 
=ny ru~e vho vc.nt to emigrate South, but the Viet Minh bends 
every effort to pruvent them. 

'~ere va have once CDre found our neighbors. We live together 
under the protection and tae aBBistance of the National Govern­
=t, the Biehop nod our priests. ".Ie have nothing more to fear." 

(5 ) 

M. ?ham van EllUe, 18 yeers old, from the village of lla-Trai, Hai-liau district, 

Bui-Chu province. A fisherman of robust appearance. 

"~ family is mace up of four people: rrv mother, rIff sister, rrv 
brother, nod l!\l'self. We "1'1"1 ved here just recentl.,y. We belong 
to the vell-to-do class of the village. 

,'" 
'~ father was assassinated by ,the Viet Minh tovard the end Of 
1952 for having orsanited an anti-VIet Minh Catholic youth grou:p. 
Meer his death, I had to escape to a relative's house in the 
village of Con-Tron and for fi ve days I had to hide in a hole, in 
the ground. The Viat Minh arrested rrv mother, mistreated har end 
attempted to force her to summon me bacl<:. MY aunt received the 
S8.l:le treatment, although oh'l, ""s presnant. As a result she he.d a 
miscarriage. FinallY, rIff mother liaS at the end of her strength 
and hed to call me bacl<:. One mornin6 Just after rIff arrival, I 
vas fishing for shrimp in the rice fields when the Viet Minh 
arrested and imprisoned me. ThaY beat me vith a stick until 1: 
fainted, then they tool<: me to the seat of the circUl!l3cri:ption 'to, 

'" be handed over to the zonel coJlQi ttee in charge of trying rrv caBe~· 
I vaS in a concentratton camp from 1952 untU July 30, 1954, after { 
the signing of the Geneva Agreement. 

''When I arrived Onck home I discovered that the Viet Minh had con'­
fiscated all our pDeseasions--.ice fields, boats, even dishes and 
household toolB. 

"On August 8, 1954, va orgnnlzed a seneral evacuation of six hundred 
peo:ple b7 river to Dong Quc.ng (a tvo-da,y trip). The Viet ltinh got 
together guer1l.las, VOIllen, and child:-1Ill to p¥'eYlIllt our_departure. ' 
'rile VOllleO cut the ropee on the bollots, the ohildl:"en 1Iotte=pte4 to pick" 



holes in the ca\llking, the gucrilJ£.a thl'cv,r0pc8 IlCZ'OSlJ the 
river to stop us. Subseq~entlY, ve tried to leave the countrl 
in small groups. Still the Viet Hinh succoeded in stoppine four 
convoys. 

"At last, on October lOth, vo vere able to got avay aboard fishing 
veesela cbargi!l£ tventy thoUlJand Ho chi Minh plastere per pass8neer. 
For the four of us that cost eigjlt,y thouaand piastere. I had only 
Bixty thousand and had to borrow the l'oSt from a relative. At 
Ea.iphone Father Khue e!'ve Ill8 !1 ve hundred plasters to settle the 
debt. 

"Six days later ve vere able to embark for the South." 

(6 ) 

Miss Dang thi Tboa, seventeen yenrn old, from the village of Quan-HlUong-lia, district 

of llnl-!!au, Bui-Chu province, North Vlct !lam. She "orko on the land. 

"My famtlY arrived in the refugee cemp !lovember 2nd. There are 
eeven of us, my fathe~, my mother, my brothoro and sister, I1iY 
nephev and me. We t.n.d rela tl ves \/ho hed alroa~ come to South, 
Viet llnm before ve did. '!bey inforlteQ us U10Y rod received help 
and protection froUl the National Governlllllnt. 

''lie then vent to Con-Tron on foot and stayed there a month. We 
bought an old raft nnd bad It repaired at the cost of 100,000 Ho 
Chi Minh pla.ate::-e. Ono night ve Bet sa11 - the see \ia.8 heavy and 
all tvent; of us on tM raft "ere thoroughlY soaked. But ve got 
to the steel!lBr. 

''My familY vere able to bring "i th them onlY a fw clothes and 
household toole and 20,000 Ho Chi Minh piantere vhich ve later 
excha.n(;ed at Ea.ipho"8 for 500 Indochinese pleetere. 

'The Viet l.j1nh do their beBt to prevent the population from leevi"8 -
they keep our goodo, for example, nnd d.tnln children. But ve vent 
on anyvay, for we knew perfectly well that If we stayed we would bave 

" no vey to live. 

Mr • .Nguyen Huu Uyel1, thirty yellrs old, from tho villogo of Con-Tron, district of, 

Hei-l!eu, province of llui-Chu. A BaltJtaker, activo "nd robust in appearance., 

"There are twenty-one in my familY, ten adulta end eleven children. ' 
The whole femllY got here safely. 

"Since I vas part at the regule.r troops in Ule Bu1-Cbu resion, I 
vas a.rreet&d and detained fOUl' time. by the Vlet Minh. ' I belong 
to the -;'ell-to-do clalll 1n our Villose (a voodon house, tvo mu 
ot salt m.-eh, Beven square mu ot rice tlelds, t1IO vater buftaloes, . 
three p18& elld an. areca ga;-den). In tlee~ loutbvard va ~ to 
abe""O,D eTl17thind, .bout", rioe f1el4a ap4 e.nimlB; , Ve broll8bt 
110" , nth lUI. ' 



,. 

"he left Octob~r 2lst 00 " raft vh~ch 
plasters to rent. The raft, ~de of 
out vith tm-ee sa ils and three oars. 
(tweoty-ooe people) the Draft sank. 
chesta and had to carr,( the cll!ldreo 

coat us 14,000 Ho ChI J.'J.nh 
fourteeo bamboo canes, put 

But -oecal'.ae of the load 
he vere 10 vater up to our ___ ' 
to save them from dreNning. 

"10 spite of the rtsks of travel all the people in our vIllage 
vere determioed to leave. Because of the roue;h S88 ve vere sea­
sick and vern out. Once 00 board the boat we were well taken 
C8.l"e of. 

"J.!,y father, who directed the co=l police and 10,oked after tl:e 
t::.ain'oe=ce of the dikes, va.a e.ccueed bj' the VIet Minh and detained 
for teo da;{s for Ue eole reasoo that he vas a landowner and an ' 
Influeot~al oote.ble (villaGe offlci"l). At first my ,.,reots dId 
not vent to loove, for thel were largely self -sufficieot in their 
vork io the vllla,:;e. But ;'ece.uBe of the uoreeJlo08ble demnds of 
the Viet Minh - required e.tteodaoce at meetin38 and courses, forced 
labor (and you have to bring your avo food and !OOoey for any other 
oeee.a with you), Impossible to find any remunerative vork - we 
dec Ided to !OOve South 10 our search for freedom _ 

"00 our de,.,rture ve yera l'lCk;; anou.,o to take vi th us tva taels of 
gold which ve BXchao.;cd at HaI;lholl6 for 6,000 pies.ters. I do oot 
regret anyth!1l6 in coffing here, only I would have liked to bring 
my bicycle vi th me to move about 1OOro eM Ily. When ve got here ve 
vere somevhat bev~ldel'ed - the vorooo and the girls vept 00 our 
arrival 10 the refugee camp. But ve have co~ to eee that ve are 
oot at ,,11 unhoppJ, thaoks to the help /llveo us by the government, 
our b~ehop, and our priests. 

"I should "dd that the 250 yoUDf! men from our village have all COIllB 
south, for the Viet Minh treated us e.o "rooctlo08rlea" and tried 
their beet to oppress us. That Is Yhy all of us vere resolved to 
qui t the Viet Hinh zone." 

(8) 

lolrs. D!nh Thl Thone, forty-five, from the village of Van-L:!, 10 the district of &1-

Hau, Bui-Chu province. A saltmker of simple appearance.-

"I em a v1do".l. I have five childrao, the oldest tweoty-tvo, 'the 
YOUDf!eat Buteeo. We all arr~ved at the refugee camp over a week 
ago. 

"We vanted to leave the Viet Minh zooe for a long time, but ve vere 
poor end hadn't the means - It cOBt ooe-tenth of a gold tael to 
rent a boat. Dur!ng the night of October 25, 1954 ve took a B8l!1p"o, 
thanks to moOe,)' leot by my YOUDf!er brother. 

"We dido't want to ate.y, for already our vork dido't oet us enoue;h 
to live on and in addltioo the Viet Minh overwhe1!Ded US vith their 
heavy taxes __ out of the five touqU8S of salt va produced da1lS, 
ve had to ~ tva for taxes, and the rest had to be sold to the 
Viet MlDh, It not, ;IOU can't sell it to 8D¥bQdJ"; and U'-you .. do 
mnage to set an,o.uthorbation to lell on the free 'you 
to Jl8.Y 811 addit10nai tax ot one touque out ot three' 



are expensive and taxeo ara hen\7. In thoaG conditions, hoy 
can you expect us to nnke both ends mot? 

"AlBa the Viet Minh forced UD to take couroeo of political in­
stn:ct~on. I bud to take" o1x-day course at Phu-Le, the Viet 
ltinh capital of the provineb. I vas abUsed to wlk all nisht 
"rid didn't arrive till devn. I had to carry enoush rice to 
lest I:>3 throush tho course and naturall,y I did no vork dur!ns 
tha~ period. I don't remel!lj1er " thins about it and, >th"t's 
!:lOre, I had to taka pnrt !.n "folk dances" - mybe those are 
the so-called "peec" denceo" of the Viet Minh - but at IlU "se 
it'a r:diculous to dance lii<e that. 

"All thia BBve me etronsth to eocape to the South. t-nny people 
would buve liked to l06ve, but they were prevented by the Viet 
Minh. They are vattlns for" sood chance to 80. I tell you; 
one can't live Yith tha Vlat'Minh -- after the meetings there 
ere thoae po:ltical couroee, ao tbut you have no time to sive 
to ;;our professional occurntions. 

"In the first days hore I W09 unte.ppy Illld hotl8sick for our 
villase. But that rnosed quickly eno"6h." 

Mr. Nguyen Van Chuoc, thirty-two, from the village of Luc-Phuons, in the district 

of Hal-Hau, Bui-Chu province. A !e.roer of robust appoarnnce. 

"Seven of IlU fem!ly OO;-e como aouth - Of! wife and I, three 
children, and t\{O younser b.'othere. W parenta couldn't leave, 
for they """ted to o.n'tUl8e certain fo.m1ly affairs and vl11 join 
us later. 

Hhen ye lsarned tbut booto yore anchored off shore to take us to 
Eaiphons, two thirdo of the youns men of the villase left, for 
they yere afraid thet, If they stayed, they would be drafted by 
the Viet Hlnh for labor detoilB; only the old people still dalayed 

, to bave the time to Dell thn~r possessions and try to set a little 
. money before evecunttll6. 

t 

"I left on October 21st Yi th the others, and va mde the trip on 
foot from our v~l16Bo to Tan-Dien. The nl!lXt day ve arrived at 
the allore, ..mere tho Viet Minh barred the route, The arsument 
desenerated into a fl t;h t betvaen the Vi et Minh troop;! and the, 
fifty youns men in our STouP. Flnall,y, part of· our BrDUP set 
out on a raft. We mid 10,000 Ho ohi Minh piasters per person 

, for the trip, and half thet for the children. It took three 
hours to get to the boat, Afterve.rd lie vere tre.naferred to an­
other boat >thich took: us to 1!a1pholl8, then after a short stay 
ve left for the South on October 29th. 

"If ve had to leave it's because the Viet Minh rOB1me,Isunbear­
able - no freedom of bellef I al.vays 801118 k:Ind of supplemente.r7 
tax to '{13:r, oomp.Wsor)' attendance at lIIOet!.nss aIld political. . 
1ndoctrination courees - a vorker has no tilDe to take oare d 
hie O\lll buainess •. Add that to tllo h811.'Q' taxes and . 'hov. 
d1ecoUZ'881n6 it vaa, vhell VO C6D banl.J eks O\ltaui' .111f1ll8i.,,:' 

J .', 
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'~e are happy to eBccpa to tho Sou~~ and to Get to knov nev 
parte of 0'-'1' countr,)'. And v~ th help fro", the Govern:rumt, ve 
can Bt!.ll l,ops for a better future. 

(10 ) 
, 

K Nguyen van IhUYet, 56 yeers old, from the village of Trung Trnl (c1rcum!crlption 

of Eat Eau, Bui-Chu province), a farmer. 

";.jy !'e.m!ly includeB ton,pereons; rIfI vife and I and eight children. 
One of m;J sone and m;J Bon-in-lav Berved in tl:e Baa Chlnh Dot.ll 
(reg~one.l guerillas) of Bui-Cbu. 

"We have a house and three lllfiO of rice field. ''''e vere determined 
to leave; to cbandon our house, our gardens, and our~ice field, 
boc<luse the Viet Hinh region is ~:Ilpossible -- lOung men are sub­
jected to forced. labor, taxes are exceSSive, \16 cannot n:e.ke a 
living vith our vork and roligion is trampled under foot. 

'The Viet Minh have forced me to ottent frequent meetings, a.nd 
vhen these continuo late ~nto tl:e night ve have to bring rice 
for our IIlOOl vi':.h UD. Du1'ing theBo ::!eetings, they obliged me 
to state m;J view but vcen I told tl:em that Vietpameee citizens 
are nov free to choone their place cf rssider:ce, whether in the 
South or 1n the North, th"" answered me that that 1s irrelevant 
and in error; they c.dded ':.hat "to go South ~s to go over to the 
enelllY," and that Vietnamese must stay in the North to fight 
(for the ~ke of tho regime). 

"I say that l1borty io banished, and I resolved to leave on 
October 24, 1951,. J'he Viet Minh z:nde kno,'lI their opposition; 
but I told tl:e:Il that my fnmily is verl large, ve cannot pro­
vide for our '"ants if "e otay in the village,' a.nd therefore ve 
have to evo.cuute. 'Ibe;r folloved us for two kilometers urging us 
to cllanoe 0= mlnds, but "e vore IOOre than ever determined never 
to go back. We vere able to leave by BaI!!p'lJl. On our departure 
ve vere able to collect, by selling a number of things the sum 
of eleven tho us and Ho Chi Minh piaa ters. ·The rent of the sam:fWl 
vas e ightJ' thouaa.oo. piea tero, ths ree t vas changed in HaiPlong 
for five hundred Indochinese piasters, vhich ve have used to 
CQV81" our expenses here. 

"During the trip all rIfI :!"amily "ere Sick, but the crev of the 
ehip took care of us and f!1!-ve us medicine. 

... do " _e a.--ri ved he:-e on lIovember 2, 19...... ' •• 

(11) 

Mr. Nguyen Vall Sinh, 73 years old, from the villat;e of l!a Trf>1, circumscription of. 

Hal Hau, Bul-Chu province - a fishermn and solt maker. Looks simple and atill. 

robust dee pi to hia adVtlIlOed eee. 

"Ire are.a falll1l,y of 
able to 001le here. 

thlr~ persona I only fourt88ll ~ 
\(e vere obltaed to leave0\lZ';'.<1 Iatlvilj~ta4l:iI 

", 



because "8 could not endure the Vest Hinh Colllll!Ull1st regime. 
ReligioUB liberty is unlroovn. Tnxoo are e::rcessive. Impossible 
ti nnke a living throlJ6h our "ork. 

''Ws rented a ro.ft for eight thousand Ho Chi Minh piasters. 1be 
faro for three or four children "'"'0 equal to that for one adult 
(this fare is relatively snnller than that of other people wo 
=at ~' ten thousand per person, because ve aren't far from 
the ship). 

"The Viet !finh tried to prevant us from leaving by taking our 
oars a.,a,y from us, but ve vere determined to veigh anchor even 
at con&!.derable risk. \/e vere varned by the Viet Minh that the 
rei'li€eeB vould bo Bent to Bonga.y and Campha to starve to death. 
\/e realized that the Viet Minh traitol"S vere continually deceiving 
us end that their propBgenda., had never been in accord vi th their 
act'one. \/e did not vent to stay vith them because ve did not 
""-Ut to be forcod to do things ve did not vish to. 

"we left on Octobor 22, 1954, for Baipbong vhere ve stayed for a 
fw d8~"s before embarking for the South. \/e felt lost for the 
first fs'" days o.fter our =rival 1n SCligon. Now the coming of 
our co"XV'triots frem the l;orth and the help and protection given 
us by the G<>verrunent, OUl' BisLOP and our priests, v40 have found 
us a place to l!.ve as vell as the moone through vhieh ve can Imke 
our l1vincl, vo feel fUl though wo vere being looked o.fter. \/e do 
not regret we "tepe va heva taken." 

(12 ) 

Ng\lYan Van Dien, 56 ;'ears old, a resident of the village of 1buong Trai, Bai-Bau 

district, Bui-ChU province - a fermer. 

t 

"Our fa.c1ly is composed of four people. lotY oldest child, who is 
thirty, vas imprisoned by the Viet Minh for tva monthe ,(Jul.Y­
August 1953); he is nov a drl ver for the 19th Battalion of the 
National ArrIJ;f. I have not seen him yet, but I hope I will soon • 

• 
''We have had enough of th6 Viet Minh policY wich crushes the 
people vi th heavy texes •• As farmers, for every suty touquea 
of V'dd.r va produce, vi; have to tUl-n over twenty-su in taxes 
to the Viet Minh G<>ve~nt., 101)' vife, vbo selle fish and shz:1mp, 
had to ~ a ta:c of eight hundred Ho chi Minh piaoters for ev"!7 
tan thousand 'pinaters she took in aa receipts •. We realized ve 
could barely make a livihg that va.y. It vas as though the Viet 
Minh took the polished rice for thomelvea and left us the'.huslts •. 

"\ore left on October 26, 1954., At Ha Tral ve tOOk,'" raft to'l"8EICh 
the ship~ The trip coat us tan thousand Ho chi Minh piasters per 
person.' 

"Iorhen va left, ve brought vi th us 50 thousarui Bo chi MiDh piasters. 
After ~ing for the raft ve had ton thousarid piaat~ left which 

've exch8nged for tva hundred rndooh1nese plastsrs~, We,spent ~~. 
a\Dll for our da ily needs. . ." . 

ab08l'd the ship ve sot lIIOdloine, 
We have .110. Qollipl.e.1I1ta abciut ···:.:::r.:'! .. :cn&'-; 



"1.:e erri ved at the ca:np of Vo Dons on Novewer 7, 1954." 

Mr. IX> V= Ly, 54 yeara old, froa the v1llage of Trune Thai, Eai-Hau district, 

Bui-Chu province - a farmer, feeble in appearance, "ith eye diaease, he waa.rs dart 

518Bsee. 

"There are eleven persons in JJf/ fam11,y, "hich has now been 
evacuated to the South. Lellving on October 24, 1954, we 
first .. ent by boat through the lIl'1~n canal, then we rented a 
raft for &:!,DOO Ho Chi Minh piaatera. The see. waS rough-
the. t day; our raft sank, b,"t "a lost onLY pert of our goode. 

"Once on the ah~p "e "ere "ell tMen care of by the crew "he 
gave us medicine. 

"Tile eldest of r:r:t children, 35 yeara old, had aerved in the 
Surete at Bul-Chu. He \lUa im;rr-isoned by the Viet Minh for 
a time. Once released, he siened up in the regional mll1tia 
and 11M impriaoned "'Beia bi tile Viet-Minh. Releeaeg a second 
time, he .-aa able to follo" un into exile. 

""/e could not atay in the 'fiUngs becE.use the Viet Minh ere 
over-severe - "hat lIith their henvy taxes "e vere unable to 
~e both enda ~et; our young people were subject to forced 
labor; meet~gs and cou.-eeo for political indoctrination took 
all our time, freedom of bellof is tra:npled under foot. 

"We vsre som ... hat bewildered .. hen va arrived, but nov ve have 
stopped vorrying about the future. " 

• 

, , 
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LEITERS, REQUESTS AND CCMPlAmI'S ADDRESSED TO THE nlTERNATICNAL CCN'rnOL CCMMISSION 

Ii Y ffi IVA TE nm IVIDl:ALS , 

l,ottel' fro:J !,~, Tran Van Vy (40' yee.rs old) and his "ifo Tran Thi.Lim (36 years old): 

" After tee partition of Viet Nam, the population is free to 
e;l00se the governr.ent it prefers. As "e eould no longer stand 
the harsh Viet MiWl Coumunist recime, "e set out on October 10, 
1954 tcva.rd Laeh Lae' in route to Haiphong "here "e eoilld be 
under the proteetion of the National Government. Near Tang-diem 
'oeach, "e ::let t"o Vietminh petrol beate. TIleY fired at our boat 
to foree us to turn back; I suffered a tead "ound, ~ "ife a 
fracture of her left arm, and my boat \{ss destroyed. 

" We re~J£st the Inter~ational Control CommisBion to ask tbe Viet 
!.:i!lh a"thori ties to pay our expenses for rc.edieine and bospi ta.li­
zation, to pay us inde':mi ties for the deBtruction of our boat 

" and to let my parents leave for the free zone. • 
(Haiphong, Nov. 29, 1954) 

(2 ) 

Re'luest by !.!r. lao! Van Cung of the ~~oe-Duc Ville.ge, delegation of Giao-thuy, provinee 

of Bui-c!.u: 

. , 

. I . ' 

"Listed belov are tho procedures employed by the Viet Minh to 
pre'lent us fron floeinb the CO!mllUIlist zone, to get to the free 
zone : 

"6. 

"8. 

, 
'ilie Viet Minh· uses regular troops of 'o'O!:len to \{Steh us. 
'ilie Viet Minh ,forbids the ovners of boats to furni'ah us 

transport"t~on • 
Viet Minh Boltliers stationed near the shore take a1l 
Indo-china e\U'I'eney SI{!ly from us. 
Viet Minh "Ot18n try to seize our ehildren and out· goods. 
W'uen I{C mo'/e 1:.~ the ftee zone the Viet Minh' 9ays ve I 

are going over to the e~. • , 
Froptl.g8l1Ja is being ceXited on by the Viet Minh to persutde 
the :r"rrymen to refus'e,to use their boats to transport the 
refugees. ,., .. . 
Frsp.ganda is being c:a.ried on by disguise<t Viet Minh 
c~'es to persUM.'3 the popu.'..2.tion to re;-..ain. 
The Viet Minh fo::bids the 1!Be of It.r3e-a1ze boots for the 
tr.l!'\9portation of refug'!es. We are oblleed therefore to 
ren" rafts at exorb1~t fees. 

"We !\Sk the International Control. Conm1ssion to be good ellO\l8h to 
furnish us \lith !!leans and facUities to ellhble our :parents and " ' 1'r1ends to :Clee the Coamun!at zone. " , 

(Ha1~oD6,Nov. 7, ,l.954 ) 



Ml:!ZX II (Con t. ) 

LettEr fr0:1 Hr. '/u Ccn~ ~rll';, n r2s1dent Gf 8a Chnu VillaGe, Giao-thuy Frefecture, 

'. 
:'For a 10:.(; \orh110, I ',.'118 f,')rccd. to live under the CO::m:1unist 
re~c,.lo. Af~er tl,c GOlie':a ll:orecrr.c;1ts, I wisr-ed to go to South 
Vi<2t :~a.'11. HOWC\,CT, contrary to the o{:-irit of those agree­
::-.e~',-,ts J t.l:e \'-5 e:' Ml11h has pre\'ented us: from goir.g to t~1e 

fro' i:~.:.:'2s 81 tile !3outh. On A'..lcust 3,' 1954, w:!.th a fev friends, 
I l!"-':tel to neo to tr,e free Z0ne dCGpite the difficulties. But 
t:-je CC!! . .w\_~::'5t. [\~,c~lta c..r,:i B.:!.i'"I)' l.1\tltiplierl tr:e obstacles in our 
·'t·;a·I 'c.~f dc:s tj.~8y:i.nl-:~ "ur:uc.es, a!Yl requis i tionin3 boats and :perso:1B.l 
ef:'octs. Fort;.U1n~,Qly, the.n!:a to a series of coincidences, I suc­
cC3c..bi in betting on a Frc::ch O}'i~1 and arriYed at HaiI=l1ong. Now, 
"'. fa.;:,ily and fde:;ds '.rno arc n tEl iii the zone under Co=unist 
cQ:1tr;)l, are asj-ln;:: ~:1C to help them riee to Sout~ Viet Na':l.1I 

(1IIlcj:hong, Nove:;;ber 6, 1954) 
(I~ ) 

rte'l.uest by ~:r. PeE..'1 rtiec (110 years oLl), a resident of Than-Thuons, Kien Xuong, 

"I 'w"eS ui'1B."Jle to llrin.j nil ny fc..mlly vith me, tecau.se the Viet 
Hifl.h :18.8 set up nll j'inuo or' oLotacles to detain us (pressure on 
the i::ert of the lr)cal rQI-,ulation, ord.ers to bo&ts and cars not 
to tr3.r,s:c'Ort refll.;~eB, etc.). For my part, I '.rna Ilble to escape 
ocJ..y by dis,,-ui8In., mycelf IlS a ',lCrchnnt and fleeing at night. 

III solicit j·Ol.:r lo()\Jcrful inte:r..°'.'cntion to oblise the Viet t-anh 
to re81'€!~t A:-t:!.('1c {) of the Ge:;c':a. AJec~ats and allo-..{ my family, 

" co::lposed of six I '~"·S0r.S, to CQi,;e Join ;ne, 1n South Viet Nan. 
(Thuon:::-ly, t,ove:nber 6, 1954) 

Letter fr"Q P.r. P.-.8.':l Thach Luyen, Il resilicnt of the villaGe of Du-Hieu, prefecture 

of IF.l Hieu, pro,.,ince of Bui-Chu: 

"Violatio:lS of At·tiele e of tl:e Ger.e .... Ag.:eenents are as follows 

The Viet Hir:h for': ids 
their P08Dcoolor~. 
be con1iscn t,.,d. 

c1 tizens desiring to evacuate to sell 
Goode t!mt are bought and sold vill 

"2. fuose ",ho express their desire to evacuate will find their 
v1lle.ge surrounded nnd the:nselves threatened vith punish­
~nt. 

"3. Those who rnov., are deta~ne(l and searched. The piasters is­
sued by the Dank ot Ieeue which are in the possession ot 
retusecs arc confiQcated. My own brother, FbBm Van . 1J6ng, 
was imprisone<l for var.tir.g to go South, and all of his money 
was confiscntod. 

" 



I', , 
l . \ 

Mf!1F:X II (Cont.) 

"4. I, ::v'self, wan Jaro;:;crotlsly SUlTowl~ed, but succeeded in 
esoap:ng, All my family, five peroons, still remain 
in tr.e hand" o~ the Viet Minh COOl1.1Unists." 

(6~{aiPhOng, NoveQber 5, 1954) 

Req';est by ~~. 'Iu Kha!ID Hoi (27 years old), " resident pf Ts-Huu '/illsge, delegation 

0: :~o: .-:18: ... 1, p:-o'.'ince of Bul-chu: , 

" "' As c'orchan"ll, He can no lone:er stand the Viet Minh C=unist 
resLle ·.n-::.ich ~uricr.s us w1 th hea""Y te..xea. The ~ne' ... a Agree­
~.ent3 ~ive u~ tl-,e right to o:ove to South Viet Na'1, and every 
Vict:=ese is all" ... ed to "ove freely. H01rever, the Viet l,;inh has 
SO'l[~1t to 1:2~!r...er no'.enent nnd L":'lrrison those \/he ..,isb to flee 
tte CrJ:YE:J.',lI1ist zone, thus violati:lS the Geneva Agreenents. 

"F01·tu.'1.8.teJy, after in.T..Ir.'!ero.ble difficulties, I 'W'8.8 able to get 
to Eai!':l011.,. IIV' fo:",Ey, l!o;:ever, is still in the hands of the 
Viet !·ar.ll Co:,:z..:,-mlsts." 

(8ui-(;l;u, Nove:nber 2, 1954) 

Reo_uest by f>7. Pnr...":l Dat, B. rea~dent of I1l':ong Viem, delegation of Tien-hai, province 

of Thei -tint: 

"Accor:U".; to the Gel'e\'!l. A[;ree:XIlto, Viet Nll<:l is divided into tvo 
zones. T.'1e population is free to choose yhate\"er zone it pleases. 
I decided "'ith l:\Y fe.:nily to LO and live in South Viet Nam, but on 
O:u' derert'J.l'e, ',he Viet Minh barred our vny. They took one of my 
children, bo'""l my uncle, Thru:\ Xuam Trung, a:1il. condemned by 
trother, Ph£>-'-l !i§c Die"" to ~ne year of imprison;:nent. I succeed­
in escepi'~ and Getting to the free zone, buy my "'ife, my three 
child,er., ~~ my rerent. otill remain in tho village under pres­
sure fro," ,\)iet Minh, ..mo forbid any departure fro::! the C=unist 
zone. 

. 
"I ask 'Or.e Inter""tionel Control Commission to send a ship to the 
port of !ioi-Lentl to er.able c'lY fsnily, as well as those of the" 
local po~~tion ..mo chooae freedoo, to get to the free zone. 

(Hai;hong, No\'ember 8, 1954) , , 

(8) 

Request by Mr. Bui Quang Thuong, a reSident of Quoc Lam-Han, delegation of Ciao-

thuy, province of Bui-chu: 

"According to the 0neva Agreements, the Vietnamese people bave 
the right to tnQ"'e freely \II thin Viet Nam or to take refuge' in 
Yhatever ;e.rt of the cOlmtry they choose to enaUl'e their liveli­
hood. Actva.lly, the Viet Minh does not respect the Geneva 
Agreements and. tries by every means to hinder or mke difficult 

. G.riII movement. ~ey do not kesi tate to arre",t Innocent pe<JPJ" 
who try to flee the regiot .. ~r co~trol •. 
t9rtunate c1 then 11 vill8 under the regime. elCl1fo f:.ut<i 

" 

" 



" 

AlrNEX II (Cont 0 ) 

e'le'J' turn and o\'ervheblCd \(ith taxes, ..mo asks nothing but 
to be able to e'/lle'lat<> \(ith my family to a place , ... he~e one can 
li-"e in freedom. I, 

(Haiphong, October 5, 1954) 

CC<:J:o-,:il1cat:on ~rom V.r. E'"i Qunng Thanh (27 years old), village of Van Don, ,canton of 

~·.:E.r:c;-::a", celec;ation of Thuy-An (V inh-Hinh): 

"Li::e e";er./body I I ·,ro.nted to leave my village j but there ";ere 
all:ays obstacleo to my ",o':ine. I thO'"ght to facilitate my 
e".'E.c'-lB.tio:l by lls\~ln:~ for e. i'1Ovi!:.g pernlt. To this end I vent 
to T':-la i -"oinh. I r} j GCQ'."C red there i..'B.S a plot vhich had bee:l 
'lor::ed ocr!; for Hoe oceaoton of the visit in the region by the 
COCltrcl CO)!:=nission entruBted ;tith carrying out the Geneva Agree­
::;:ents. 

"Substantially, th10 plot' is na follQ;ts: 

"1. T:,e receiv1:1g ccn+.erB for t:1e C=J B6ion ;till be located 
far frorn tl.e re,,10nB ;t\.ose inb101 tar:ts desire to be 
e',-acuated, eorecially from re11"iouo areas. In these 
receiving centers I irr,posters ;till ask for pemission to 
lea'le, ;t\lereas those looT,o really desire to go ;till be pre­
,,'ented 1'r0::1 rna',in" contact ;tith the Control C=ission. 

"2. An orgfinization ;till be set up to protest against the 
foreitle emcuntion bposed by the Ngo Dinh Diem Government. 

"3. Tne c1 tizeLO ... ~oo Mve contacted the Co=ission and obtained 
tl:e ,":,ers required for e'!aeuation, wl11 1ol! 'moved to other 
a,'eas ;thence they 11111 be broug.'lt bac:, after the defareture 
of the C~,1ss1on. 

"4. i b ts Upon the arr1':al of the Co=1ssion in a given reg on, oa 
filled \(i th falal! evacuees (actually Com:nunist agents) 
;till mO'le bac!; and forth to give a false impression to the 
Co:m:Ussion. 1I 

(Vinh IUnh, October, 1954) 




