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to tbe fact that the provision forbidding military reinforcerents could work ooly

against free Viet Nam, that the Viet Minh would mecst certainly viclate it and that
it would be raterially impossible for the International Control Commission to pre=
vent or even to discover the arrivml of reinforcements of arms and munitions acrosa
the Sino-Tonkinese border. S

.

“And, in fact, we now.learn that, in less than five months, the Viet Minh bas
equipped 4 to 6 new infantry divisicne,indicating that it has been importing erms
froew the Soviet Bloc through Comminist Chira in violation of the accords, This can
ornly be interpreted ap anotier example of the now familisr Carmunist disregard for
written agreerents end of their adoption of an offensive posture., The Viet Minh
bulld-up in strenzth can in no wise be justified on defengive grounda, because the
hatlenel Arwy of Viet lam 18 bveinz preogzressively reduced, In contrast to Viet Minh
i1lldcal activit, the free world nowers have scrupulously adhered to the terms of
that oppressive and limiting acreement, '

Ttat ebsence of scruple cn the pert of the Cocrrmunist world and that excess of
scruple on the pert of the Free Vorld could, if we are not careful, taze us to the
point where we would find it guite natursl, a year from now, to offer to the Cocmmue-
rists all thet remains of Indo-Chinal....After that we would ually resign oure
selves without fighting (for the cheices would be too unequal) to the lose of Burma,
Trhailend, ete..

Violation of the Promise not to Obstruct the Free Cholce of the
Population of the Zone in which it Wishes to Live (Article 14)

Within the first weeka following the signing of the armistice, hundreds of thou=
sands of people took advantage of the protection offered them by the continued prese
ence of non«Comrunist civil and militery authoritiea at Hanoi to ssk to abandon their
houses and posgsessions in order to flee the Communist regime.

Thanks to the devoted efforts of Vietnamese and French authorities, thanks alao
to the United States lavy and to an unwearying American generosity which Vietramese
will never forget, neerly helf a million Vietnacese from the North were able, by
leaving behind their every possession, to flee the Communist regime,

Thug moet of the btourgecisie snd from seventy to eighty per cent of the in=
tellecﬁuals, students, and functicnaries escaped south, including those who had been
most favorably disposed to the Viet Minh because they feered its victory and hoped
to remain in its good graces,

However, mamy of the poorest people remained behind for it was more difficult
for them to find ways of getting from their villages to Hanol or Haiphong, and be=
cause they felt that thelr very poverty would protect them from Communlst tyranny.

) Yet at the end of seversl weeks, the poorest among them understood ‘the horrar
of & regime which threatened individual liberty and the human soul more than it dia
the material gooda of this world, Thousand of inhabitants from the seacocest region
of Phat Diem did not hesitate to risiz death rather than to continue to live under

the Viet Mioh regime.

Bscape by land had became too dangerous. becau#® of Viet Minh surveillance, and
these people took advantage of their closeness to the sea to venturs on it in freil =
boats or even rafts, in their effort to reach Haiphong, Many were drowned in the ate
tempt. Some were shot by the pursuing Viet Minh, In their desperate attempt at
fl1ght, several thougand had reached s crumbling sandbank within the limits
torial vaters and would have perished if, in spite of the Viet Minh th
on their res¢usrs, boats of the French Navy had not came to save them.
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Trat dramatic flicht and rescue were published in newspepers ell over the world,
It showed the indoriteble couraze of the Vietnaniese people, and their love of liberty
g8 well es the cruelty and dishonesty of the Communist chlefs of the Viet Minh,

It cemonstrated the impossibility of an agreement and of = peaceful and decent
coexistence with Communism, even for the poor, with little to lose materielly,

It 15 to remf{pd us of this that the Vietranese government hes just had published
in Frence the testinony and letters which follew in trenslation end which are taken
2rom the reports of the International Control Coumission, the papers of the Lilaison
Yissicn of the Coverrment of Vied Nam to the International Control Caerission, of=
f£1c1a) notes drawn up by local Vietnamese authoritles, and the minutes and reports
of tre Commissarigt for Refugee®. It 18 to remind us of this that the NWatioral
Catholic Welfare Cqme*‘ence hes Jjust published s booklet called "Terror in Viet Nem" ’
wiich all Arevicans skould resd. ,
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Daily thousands of Vietnamece lron ti:e Horth see to flee the Viet Minh rezime
and escape to the Zouth, -
\

According to information furiished oty local authoritiea and by the French com-
mand, from thirty to forty thousand inhabitants of Thai Binh, and around 10,700 at
Phet Dieu, are asiing to escape soutbwards. From Bui Chu 7,000 left secretly de-
spite Viet Minh oprosition, but, sccording to their testimoryr, there are at leest es
rey wre who vent to leeve. In the provinces of Ha Tinh, Nzhe An, and Tranh Hoa,
coies Jled Minh control since 10LS, a zoodly numter of Catholics and non-Cathclics
gzl tie mzans to escape, but thelr situstion is wore difficult: on the one band,

trey tave not een informed of the Geneva Apreement, and, in eddition, they =re

wi

clogely watched by Viet Minh cedres.

From Septenter 30th to October 16th, 2,311 refugees errived at Hairhonz ehoerd
Ji-ht erefi. Fram October 13th through Novemter &th, 19,400 rore arrived aloard
toats ol the Freach Nevy, which picked them up.

Why This Exodus?

Tie reasons Sor this ;moesive exodus are the difficulties of 1life under the rew
ime, difficulties Gue prirarily to eccnomic, moral, political, and religicus con=

T

Eccnorie Corsicdevations

Economie reasons include the very hizh tox assessment on creps; the exhorbitant
tax on tusiness turnover whicih has reduced the small businesswen to a state of utter
cestitution; the restrictions on business and commerce (industrial firms, cocpera-
tives, cormercinl syadicates must mate over their profits to the sovernment and to
the Communist party); forced labor; and the estadlishment of an ertificial exchange

rate “or tlie Indo-Ci:inese piester in relotfon to the Ho-Chi-Minn piesster of one to
thirty, instead of cne to filty, the mctual rate on the open mariet.

Moeral and Religious Conglderations
Tre fundamental principles which govern fariily life are sapped; ‘;arenta.]'.
authority has been wealiened, children who have become information agents don't hesi=-
tate to inform on their parents, dally meetings are intended to ":eep youny people
awvay from haome. ! :

There is a diminishing of religlious feeling as a result of tke organization of
public festivals in or in front of pagcims and churches. The moral authority of
priesta is weakened. Ncisy meetings sre held to teke away all solemnity from
religious ceremonies. ' !

Political Corsicderations

p

In spite of the artful propazanda campaign conducted by the Viet Minh, the de-
sire for liberty is deep in the masses of people of Horth Viet Nam. Although/for
the moment the Viet Minh is not exercising a policy of outright terrorism, the in-
habitants live in an atmosphere of fear and oppressiocfl as a result of the instal~
lation of the Commuriish reginme. Further, most of the 'sillages cadres are held in
contemnt, Tor they are recoznized as smong the lovest elements of the commune.

.t
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- met &t liam-DLnh to tale the road into exile. The Viet Minh had them rourded up by

OBSTACIES TO THE FROE CIRCUTATION CF CTVILIANS A™D THEIR FREE CHOISE OF RESIDENCE

Tre Viet Minh did all they could to prevent any evecuation scuthward. In so
doing they viclated provisiors of the Gereva Agreement, most particularly those 7
articles pertaining to the free chcice of resicdence and the free movement of civil- :
iang, . . 5

Article 1k, parszraph D, states: "in the pericd betweenstfie time when this

—eement cones into effect and the completion of the transfer of trocps, in the
cesa of eiviliamns residing in a resion controlled ty one party and desfring to 1i-e
in the zone gttribvuted to the otgcr party, the authorities of the first regzion omast
sutrorize and help them to move.

Article 15, perazreph C, staltes: "The two varties must guarantee the executizn
o® the emacustion and transfers of all ferces in eccordance with the geals set forth
in the azreement. They tust not sdmit any hostile act ncr take any measure whauso- .
ever wiaich could create an otstacle to these evecuations and transfers. They must
mutually help eech other insofnar ae possible.”

Viet Minh Violations of the Geneva Agreement

The followinz incidents shiow that these articles have not been respected, and
that, in fact, the Viet Minh has lcruldden ferryren to transport the refusees, they
Lave organized rous, thelr cadrew, and thelr troozs to Lar the route to the refu-
zees, they have rescrted to armed violence to oppise the exod 18 movement, they have
mut the coast from Lach-lzc (Bui-ciw)to the mouth of Tra-ly (That Birh) under mili-
tary pimrd to step the refusees from getting to Haigphong by sea,

Sezt. 25, 16541 More than 2,707 Inhabltarts of the aistrict of Hai Hau (Bui Chu)
vere moving towerd Faa Dinh on tleir wvay to Herci., The Viet ¥inh forcade the Nam
Dizh ferry to ta.e iler: from ono pide of tihe river to the other. Tne refugees were
forced to camp at the river's edpe for seven or elght days at the end of which,

their provisions exhiausted, they were obliged to return home .

Sert. 26, 1954t More than 3,000 inkabitants of the Phat Diem and Buil Chu districts
vere evacuating toward Hanoi. At Pru-ly the Viet Minh mobilized a mob, their cadres
afd troops to bar the route to the refucees. In the ensuing encounter, poles and K
sticlis of sugar cape ‘were used 60 Wel2pons, seven refugees ahd twenty Viet Minh were

injured. But the refugess had to turn back. ‘ .
. r o .
Sept. 29, 1G5L: From two to three thousard inhabitants of Thei Binh province sucw -
cecded in the face of considerable difficultles }n arriving at the Nam Glang ferry. E

The Viet Minh forbade the ferrymen to help the refugees across the river. At the "' .
end of & week, their provisions exhausted, they were forced to turn back. -

Det. b. lgﬁh: Around three thousand irhabitants df’Bui-Chu; Phat=diem and Mam-Dirh

their troops behind the cathedral and urged then to return to their homes. The refu-
geea decided to continue but when they arrived at Cen-ho (Piu~ly) they met a nob
estimated at over 10,000 persona (among them troops) mobilized by the Viet Minh, who
by taking their bagapge, and delaying children and old people, prevented the regu=
gees from continuing on their way. A riot took place in the course of which & four=
year old ¢hild named Hoeng Van lghie from the Gileo-thuy district and a pregnant.
woman of thirty-eight, Yu Thi Thu, from Nam-truc, lost their livae. "




Oct. 6! 1954 s From ihree to fcur hundred inhahbltanis of the province of Son Tay,

carryins their children and thelr elfects, were on route for Hanci., The Viet Minh

gent out treoops azeiust the refuiess. These troops confiscated thelr bhggage and
»

forced them by violence to turn beck.

Cct. 18, 1%54k: Around three thousand inhauitants frog the provinces of Thai Binh
&n? Bui=Chu, after waliidng for seven or eight days, ived at the HNinh-ztang ferry.
For fifteen days the Viet Minh ket the ferry from operating apd forbade the peorle
living neariy to shelter the refugees cor sell them anything whatsocever. By these

toetics the refugees were dispersed.

Oot, 29, 1254: Viet lMinh trocps, nmaring their rounds by boat, cage upon Tran van
3y and his wife off ihe coast near the village of Zuong-diem. Since they co:ld not
oblize the refuseses to turn Yack, they drew on them, wounding the man In the heed,
nis wife in the arm, Tne couple nevertheless succeeled in reaching Halphong, where
they -Ave evidence before the Internation Control Commiesion.’ From Noverber lst
oy the Viet Minh had the coest guarded Dy thelr troops from Lach-lach (Bui~Chu) to
tne moutn of Tre-ly (Thei-binh). Further, they confiscated all small craft, kept a
wesch on every Texily, threeteued fisheriea and took a certain number of local youn,
zmen eway to un'mown destirztious,

Nov. 6, 155h: Over one thousand Deople froa the Tien-hai district (Thai Birh)
feving seen French shipa five or six kziloneters away, decided to swim, at the risk
of treir livee, to an igland situnted facing the administrative delegation of Tien-~
Hai, ‘he Viet Minh set out after them, bui in vain., The refugrees were finally
victed up by French ships, but three children were drowned.

§g:}_}£l_}2§£: A tele;ram from the delezate of the national government in North
Viet Nem etated that according to French esuthorities the Viet Minh did not author=
ize Cetholics to come to Prat Diem to picit up the refugees. The Viet Minh then as-
serted that ita launcl.es would ‘e respousivle for transporting the refuzees outside
the territoriel waters where they could be picled up by French ghips. GEvidence
{nddicates that this wes a maneuver destined to thwart the evacuatlon of the popu-
lation of TPhet Dien, Zor on the one hand, the peorle were unwilling to embari in
the Viet Minh lsunches, and, on the other, the means of transport offered by the
Viet Minh were ridiculously unadequate for the number of people, to be evacuated.
lir. Desai, President of the Internationsl Control Commisslon, finally brought to
liant the bad faith showm by the Viet Minh end strongly reproved them feor thelr
dilatory tactlics.
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BUI-CEU (CAMP3 OF VO-DONG AND DUC-MO
BIEN-HOA )
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. (1)
M. Tran van Tru, 56 years old, fronm the village of Trieu Thong, district of Hai Hau,
proviace of Bul-Chu, North Viet Nam., A catuolic faraer end very simple in

appearance. .

"There are eigh® persons in my family; my wife, myself, and our
8ix children, the eldest of whom is thirty-one, the youngest is
three.

"We abandoned our house, our gardern, our rice field (a house with
5 roors, 3 seo of garden, 1 rau of rice field) to flee South.

We arrived Novemper 2, 1954, without having been able to bring
anytining with us.

"We had intended to leeve for a long time, but our eldet son,
enployed abecard a transport at Nan Dinh, was arrested by the Viet ;
Mirh and we were obliged to wait for his liberation. He was

literated October 1, 1954, and we i{=zediately constructed bamboo K
rafts and left the reglon at the same time as SO0 others with !
their children. We went turough the hamlet of Linh-Co to get to i
the village of Co~Le, but there we were detained by Viet Minh
agents. Cur son, Tren van Xugen, was agaln imprisoned on the : :
charge of having organized the evacuation. Owr convoy was dispersed. !
So our first try at evacuation failed.

"Two days later ocur son was freed and we began to prepare to leave
again, This time we let him leave alore before we did. We set
out October 26, 1954, at midnight, It wes already daylight when
we arrived at Cho~con. We went on to the village of Ha-Tralt,
then at nightfall we got in a boat which transported us to a ship
anchored four or five xilometers off shore, We each had to pay
ter: thousand Ho Chii Minh piasters or three hundred Indo-Chinese
plasters for the trip, and the children were cherged half fare.

A large crowd of cur countrymen were already on board. We left at
four o'clocik in the morning and arrived at three in the afterncon
at Eaiphong, wvhere we stayed two dsys before belng trassported to
the South by steaner,

"Our village included about fifty families or a few more thanm 200
inhatitants. Almost a2ll of then ere already here.

- "We were lucky, our trip wasn't rough and no one wes sick.

"If we had to leave our country, it is because we couldn 't stand
the Communiat regime, ve are denied religious liverty; cur children 4

; are conscripted for “people's labor details” (they always tell us

f that it's for three months, but it goes on & year without their

{ being released)}, they tax us so heavily that they leave us almost

! nothing for our own subsistance, The Viet Minh lies in promising

; rice and clothes in sbundance to the people; we have nothing of all

e o e

i . that. Indirectly they prevent us from coming to mass on Sunday;

i _ Saturday evenings they get us together for a meeting vhich laats

* "~ late into the night, until one or two o'clock in the morming, 80 -
that ‘once we get home we are all so exhgusted that no ons haa enoush S

;enargy to g0 to church thes next morning. e R L : £




"The Viet Minh say that the refugees in South Viet Hem are mis-
treated and avandoned by the lational Govermment; some suffer
from hunger, others fall 111 end die., WNevertheless we left amy-
way, in spite of their threata, in spite of all sorts of
aifficulties created to deotain us. When we finally were on board
the boa* which was to take us to Paiphong; we felt very happy to
have escaped the"Communiut grip, although we had tc leave our
beloved village.

(2)
i 1

M. Vu Viet Ty, 62 years o0ld, from the village of Ha-Trai, district of Hai-fau, in the
province of Bui-Chu, North Viet Nam, A selt-raker, still robuat in appearance ‘
despite nis white halr. '

"o are a femily of sslt~mnkers. We have two stone houges, 4 sao :

of farmland and 5 epao of pnlt czarsh, ;
"Je have abandored everything. We left with only 400 piasters to
meet the needs of a family of 1G {13 sdults end 6 children). My

dgughter-in-lawv, who Just 5 days before had given oirth to a Loy,
had to bring her baby along, toc.

"If in spite of my great age I declded to leave the village where

I was born, it is becauge the Viet Minh regime 1s too severe and
thelr taxes excessive; our hard labor yields us snnually 600 baskets
of salt, of which we must pay 250 for the production .taex. The Viet
Minh forbids me to sell the other 350 baskets. If they should
authorize the sale, I would have other taxes to pay on the trans-
action, so that in the end nothing would be left to support my
farmily.,

: [l

"My children are often forced to Join "people's labor groups = for
from-six months to a year, even tke girls of seventeen,

"For & long time I had been meaning to escape to the South, but my  °
son-in-law hed been imprisoned by the Viet Minh for two years. I -
had to weit for his liberstion to prepare our escape. -,
. _ .
"We left October 1Cth. Hundreds of boats and rafts carried the .~
refugees to & ship anchored 5 or 6 wilometers off shore., The Viet i
Minh attempted to detain us but we were determined to leave in .
gearch of freedom. We went first to Haiphong where we stayed two
days before embarking for the South. We landed in Saigon on All ¢
Saints' Day (November lst) end on the 2nd we were.in the cemp of
Doc;go. ‘ .

PEs

AR
"I don't regret having abandoned my fortune and my business. I

have only one wish; that ny family can 1live - and work in peace and

freedom. T can still work. Patigue doesn't frighten me. I am :

firmly convinced that the Govermment will help thc"refugeea to v
£ind work, so that each can provide for his needs. - .

(3)
M. Bguyen van True, forty two, from the village of Ha Trai, Hai

ﬁdieéhu

~Hau district,

_province. A fishernen, pale ead siokly in appesrances



"I am a fisherman. T have a five-room wooden house with a gtraw
roof and 7 sao of farmland. There are eight persons in our family:

my wife, my six children (the oldest 1s fourteen, the youngest one)
and myself. :

"I had waiched e large number of inhabitants of my village leave.,

For some time I had intended to follow in their footasteps, but

others asked me to stay in the village in order toc take them to

the steamer, for I lnow how to steer raftas, I was gble to help a
rumter of familiea escape, which netted me bad treatment frem the

Viet Minh; they etruck me with musket butts until I lost corsclousness,
then threw me 1n the water. Happlly, somecne pulled me cut ard

saved pe from certain death.

- "Tha Viet Minh tried to prevent the departure of the refugees., They
destroved the rafts, gathered together all the small craft, and
' fortbade the boatmen to transport those who wanted to flee South.

) "I left first and ry fomily joined me afterwerd with the help of
our reletives., I left tiie night of October 26th, I stayed a week
in HEeiphong, then with the authorizatlon of the Govermment, I was
able to leave for the South. I arrived in Saigon November 6th and
was admitted to 8 reflugee cacp the next day.
"Before my departure I heard meny rumors spread by the Viet Minh:
That mary refugees dle of hunger ard siclmess 1o the South, that
some have had to sell their children at 100 plesters for three, that
the cost of livingz is extremely high, five plasters for a cup of
tea, etc...nll this to discourage the evacuation movement,

"But personally I am convinced that if there were more liberdty every-
one would come south. Unhappily, the Viet Minh cdetaina people and
carries off their chiléren. Actually, I still feel the effects of
the beatings cof the Viet Minh agents.

"We left our birthplace because the Viet Minh has trampled religious
liverty under foot, forced the young people into people ‘s labor
details” and created excessive taxes. Life hes become unbearable

- in our village." s

¢ C W
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M. Phem van Thuyen, fifty-sfx ycors old, from the village of Ninh-Cuong, Hai-Hsu
P i

district, Bui=Chu mmrovince. A.former of robust conagtitution.
"TMhere are nine in our family: three sdults and six children. We
arrived here November 2nd, 1954, We made an earlier attempt to
leave on October 8th, There were twenty families forming a river
convaoy en route to Ha~Trai. We had no sooner gotten to the Giap~-
Nam canal than bad weather forced us to stop. Then because of
Viet Minh threata, we had to cut the anchor rope anl continue our v&y. -

"At Ha<Trai the Viet Minh arrested three men of whom I was ope, The
" pther two were immediately released but I was detalned for five days
for having incited the people to leave and organized’@@e{pqavqg,
During this time my family succeeded in gétting on board: a steamer.
. anchored off shore. As soon as I was released (October 25WH).T




rented a 1aft for 12,000 Ho ch! Minh plegters to reack the
steemsr. The following n!ght I arrived at Haiphong, where
I found my JTamily, Then we emberked for the South, One of
our party fell 11l durlog the trip but, thauks to the cars
glven him by tho ship personnel, he 1a nearly recovered.

"If we bad to leave our home, it 18 because of the severity

of the Viet Minh regluwe; oxcesaive taxes, and though we work
herd they don't leave us enough to live on, people's work
groupa, meetings, seaslons of political instruction that take
up moet of our free time. Ko freedom.

"Gur goel I8 to &eek a country where we can live freely.

"If we aared to leave at the risk of great dangera it 1a be--
cause we feared that when the troops evacuated Haipbmugit
wvould no longer be poasible to leave the country. There are
reny more who went to emigrate South, but the Viet Minh bends
oavery sffort to prevent them,

"Here we have once nmore found our neighbors. We live together

under the protection end tae eselstence of the Natlonal Govern-
ment, the Blshop and our prieste. We have nothing more to fear."

(5)

M. Pham van Ehue, 18 yeers old, from the village of Ha-Trai, Hal-Hau district,

But-Chu province., A fisherman of robust appearance,

"My famlly i{s mece up of four people: my mother, my sister, my

brother, end myself. We errived here just recently. We belong

to the well-to-do clrea of the village,

[ ] N

"My father wesa gesesslpoated by .the Viet Minh toward the end of

1952 for having organirzred an antl-Viet Minh Cathollc youth group. "
Afver his death, I had to escape to a relative's house in the

villags of Con-Tron and for five days I had to bide in & holse in

the ground. The Viet Minh arrested my mother, mistreated her and

attempted to force her to summon me back. My aunt recelved the .
sare treatment, although she was pregnant., As a regult she hed a

miscarrisge., Finally, my mother was at the end of her strength ‘

and had to call me back, One morning Just after my arrival, I o
wvas fishing for sarimp in the rice flelds when the Viet Minh »
arrested end imprisoned me. They beet me with a stick until I

fainted, then they took me to the seat of the circumscription to.

1, « be handed over to the zonal comylttes in charge of trying my case!-

I wad in a concentration camp from 1952 until July 30, l95h, after + - 1
the slgning of the Geneva Agreement. ‘

"When I arrived back home I diecovered that the Viet Minh had con- 1
fiscated all our posseasions--rice flelds, boats, even dishes and - é
household toola. :

"On August 8, 1954, we organized a general evacuation of slx hundred
people by river to Dong Quang (a two-day trip). The Viet Minh got
‘together guerillas, women, and children to prevent our departure, .
Tha women cut the rcpes on the boats, the childron a.tt-eupted. to pick -




holes in the caulking, the guerillea threw:ropes across the
river to atop us. CSubsequently, we tried tc leave the country
in emall groupas, Still the Viet Minh succeeded 1n stovping four
convoys.

"At last, oo October 10th, we were able to get away aboard fishing
vesgels charging twenty thousand Ho chbi Minh plasters per passBenger,
For the four of us that cost elghty thousand plesters. I had only
sixrty thousand end had to borrow the rest from & relative, At
Eaiphong Father Khue gave ms five hundred plasters to settlse ths
debt.

"Six days later we vere able to embark for the Sou?h."
(6)
Migs Dang thi Thoa, seventeen Years old, from the village of Quan-Fhuong-Ha, district
of Hoi-Hau, Bui-Chu province, North Viet Nem, She works on the land,

™y faemlly arrived in the Isfugee cemp November 2nd. There are
seven of us, my father, my mother, oy brothers and sister, mwy
nephew and me. We Lad relatives vho lied already coms to South
Viet Nom before we dld, They informed us they had received help
and protection frow tne Hatlonal Governmont,

"We then went to Con-Troo on foot and stayed there a month, We
bought an old raft and had 1t repalred at the cost of 100,000 Ho
Chi Minh pilasters, One night we set sall - the sea was heavy end
all twenty of us on ths raft were thoroughly soaked., But we got
to the steamsr,

"My femily were able to bring with them only a few clothes and
household tools end 20,000 Ho Chi Minh plapters which we later
exchanged at Balphong for 500 Indochineae plasters.

"The Viet Minh do thelr bsst to prevent the population from leaving -
they keep our goods, for example, and detaln children, But we went
on anyway, for we know parfectly well that If we stayed we would Lave
no way to live.

(M
Mr, Hguyen Buu Uyen, thirty yeera old, from the villﬁéo of Con-Tron, dlstrict of .

Eai-Bau, province of Bul-Chu. A saltmaker, active and robust in appearance,.

"There are twenty-one in my family, ten adults and eleven children. .
The uhole family got hers safely,

"Since I was part of the regular troops in the Bui-Cliu region, I

vas arrested and detained fowr times by the Viet Minh, . I balong

to the well-ta-do class in our village (a wooden house, two mau

of salt marsh, seven square meu of rice flelds, two uater buffaloes, .

three pigs and an areca garden). In fleelng uoutl:umrd we had to

abandon everything, houses, rice flelds apd animls. VO brouaht
no poqaaulonl vit.h un. ,




"We left October 2lst on & raft which coat us 14,000 Ho Chi Minh
pleaters to rent. The raft, made of fourteen bamboo canes, put
out with three Balls and three cars, But becavse of the load
(twenty-one people) the oraft sank, We were in water up to our
chestas and had to carry the children to save them from drowning.

"In spite of the risks of travel all the peoplé in‘our village
vere determined to leave, Because of the rough sea we were sea~
g8lck and worn out, Once on board the boat we wvere well taken
care of.

"My father, who directed the commumal police and looked after tke
cainterance of the dikes, wes accused by the Viet Minh and detained
for ten days for the sole reason that he was a landowner and en .
influentlael notebls (village officlal), At firet my parents did
nov wcat to leave, for they were largely self-sufficient in their
vork in the villsge, But Decause of tile unrsssonebls demands of
the Viet Mioh - required nttendance at meetings and courses, forced
lebor {and you have to bring your own food and money for any other
needs with you), impoesible to find any remunerative work - we
decided to mve South 1ln our search for freedom.

"On our departure we wero lucky enough to teke with ua two taels of
gold which we exchanged at Eaiphong for 6,000 piestera, I do not
regret anything In conling here, only I would have llked to bring
oy bicycle with me to move ebout wore eeslly. When we got here we
were somewhat hew!ldered - the wowmen and the girls wept on our
arrival 1n the refugee camp, But we have come to see that we are
not at all ughnppy, thanks to the help given us by the govermment,
owr bishop, and our prieats.

"I should add thet the 250 young men from our village have all coms
south, for the Viot Minh treated ws as "reactlonaries” end tried
thelr best to oppress ue. That is wvhy all of us were resolved to
quit the Viet Minh zone."

(8)
Dinh Thi Thong, forty-five, from the village of Ven-Ly, in the district of Eal-
Hau, Bui-Chu province. A saltmker of simple appearance.

; "I em a widov, I have flve children, the oldest twenty-two,the
; youngest Bixteen, We all arrived at the refugee camp over a veek
ago.

"We wanted to leave the Viet Minh zone for a long time, but we were

v poor end badn't the means - 1t cost ona-tenth of a gold tael %to
reat & boat., During the nlght of October 25, 1954 we took a sawpan,
thenks to money lent by my youmger brother.

; "™We didn't vant to atay, for already our vork didn't net us emough
‘ to live on and in addition the Viet Minh overvhelmed us with their
heavy taxes -- out of the five touquea of salt we produced dally,
ve had to pay two for taxes, and the reat had to be sold to the o
Viet Minh, If not, you can't sell it to anybody; end if- you.do R
manage to get an- aut.hariution to sell on the free market, you have . S
to pa.v an additional tax of one tougque out of throa. Working tools : Ii




are expenslve and toxeoa are heavy, In thopse condltlons, how
can you sxpect us to mxe both ends met?

"Alao the Viet Minh forced uo to take courmses of political in-
struction. T bhad to take a eix-day course at Phu-Le, the Viet
Minh capltal of the province, I was obliged to walk all night

+ and didn't arrive till dawn, I bhad to carry enough rice to
leat mo through the cowrge and naturally I did no work during
tbat period. I don't rememper a thing about it and, what's
more, I hed to tako pert in "folk dances” - waybe those are
the so-called "peace dances” of the Viet Minh - but at my ags
it'e ridiculouws to dance lixe that,

"a1l this gave me strength to eecape to the South, Many people
would heve liked to leavo, but they wore prevented by the Viet
Minh., They are walting for a good chance to go, I tell jyou,
one can't live with the Viet Minh -- efter the meetings thers !
are those pollitical courses, so that you have no time to give
to your professional occupntions,

"In the first days heore I wap untaopy snd homesick for our
village. But tkat passed quickly enough,”

(9) -

Mr, Nguyen Ven Chuoc, thirty-two, from the villmge of Luc-Phuong, in the dlstrict
of Hal-Hau, Bul-Chu province. A fermer of robust appearance.

"Seven of ry family have coms south -~ my wife and I, three 3
children, and two younger birothers. My parents couldn't leave, !
for thoy wented to nrange certain family affaira and will joln
us later,

When we learned thot boata were anchored off shore to take ua to
Faiphong, two thirds of the young men of the village left, for
they were afrald that, 1f they stayed, they would be drafted by

_the Viet ifinh for labor detnlls; only the 0ld people 8till dalayed
to have the tims to gell tholr possesslons and try to get a little

, moneay before evacunting. .

"I left on Qctobter 2lst with the others, and we made the trip on
foot from owr villago to Tan-Dien, The next day we arrived at
the shore, where the Viet Minh barred the route. The argument : :
degenerated into & fight between the Viet Minh troops end the 1
fifty young men in our group. Finally, part of our group set )
out on a raft. We paid 10,000 Ho chi Minh plasters per person

. for the trip, end half that for the children, It took three j
hours to get to the boat, Afterward we were tranaferred %o an- " E
other boat which took us to Eaiphong, then after a short stay ]
ve left for the South on Qotober 29th,

"If we had to leave it's because the ¥Viet Minh regims is unbear-
able - no freedom of bellef, alwvays some kind of Bupplementary
tax to pay, oompulsory attendanco at meetings and political .
indoctrination couxses - a vorker has no time to take care of .
his own business, Add that to the heavy taxes and you 560'110\?
diseouraging 1t. vas, vhen vo can bu.rel.v oko out our




"We are happy to escepe to tho South and to get to know new
parts of our cowntry, And with help from the Goveruxzent, we
can s8tlll hope for a better future,

(10)
M, Nguyen var Thuyet, 56 yeers old, from the village of Trung Trel (circunscripticn
of Eai Eeu, Bul-Chu province), a farmer,

"4y fer’ly includes ten persons; my wife and I end eight children,
One of my sone and oy son-in-lew served 1n tke Bao Chinh Doen
(reglonal guerillas) of Bul-Chu,

"We heve 8 house and three mao of rice fleld., We were determined
to leave; to sbandon our house, our gardens, and our Trice field,
hecause the Viet Minh reglon ias *zpeselble -- young men are sub-
lected to forced labor, taxes are exceselve, we cannot meke &
living with our work and religlen is trampled under foot,

-~

"“Tte Vliet Minh have forced ms to attent frequent meetlngs, end
when these continues late Into the night we have to bripg rice
for our meal with uo, During these meetings, they obliged me
to state my views but when I told them thet Vietpamese cltizens
: are now free to choose taeilr place cof residerce, whether in the
! South or in the North, they cnswered me that that is irrelevant
' and in error; they edded *ha% "to go South e to go over to the
enety,” and that Vietnomece must stey in the North to fight
(for the suke of the regime).

"I saw that liborty {o banished, and I resolved to leave on
October 24, 1954, The Viet Punh made known thelr opposition,
but I told them that zy femily Is very large, we cannot pro-
vide for our wanis f we otay in the villsge, and therefore we
heve to evacucte. They followed us for two kilometera urging us ,
to chenge our minda, but we were more than ever determined never .
to go back. We were able to leave by pampan, On our departure
we were able to collect, by selling a number of things the sum
of eleven thousand Ho Cbi Minh plasters, The rent of the sampan
vas eighty thousand piasters, the roat was changed in Haiphong
for five hundred Indochinese plasters, which we heve used to
cover our expensea here, : <.

e o g e i e W i

{ "During the trip all my family were sick, but the crew of the
ship took care of us and gave us meaicine. -

"We arrived here om November 2, 1954." “o : '
(11)
Mr, Bguyen Van Sinh, 73 years old, from the village of Ha Trai, circumscriptiop of.
Hai Hau, Bul-ChQ province - a fisherman and salt maker, Looks aiﬁple and still

robuat deeﬁito his advanced age,

"We are a famdly of thirty persons, only fourteen of whom.we:a
.able to coms here. We vere obligod to 1eave our mative v




beceuss we could not endure the Viet Miﬁh Communiat regims,
Religious liberty 1s unknown, Toxos are excessive, Impossible
ti1 meke a living through our work,

"Wo rented a raft for eight thousend Ho Chi Minh plasters. The
fare for three or four children wag equal to that for one adult
{thie fare 18 relatively emaller than that of other people who
rest pay ten thousand per person, because we aren't far from

n the ship).

“The Viet Minh tried to prevent us from leaving by taking our

cers away from us, but we were determined to weigh anchor even

at considerable risgk, We were warned by the Viet Minh that the
refugees would be sent to HongaY and Campha to etarve to death,

Wo realized that the Viet Minh tra’tors were continually decelving
us end that their [ropagands, had never teen in accord with their
ect'ons, We did not went to stay with them becausse we did not
went to be forced to do things we did not wish to,

"We left on Cctober 22, 1954, for Baiphong where we stayed for a
few days before cmberking for the South, We felt lost for the
first few days after our arrival in Salgon, Now the comlng of
our compairiots from the licrth and the help eand protecticn given
ua by the Government, owr Biskop and our priests, who have found
us a place to llve &8 well as the means through which we can meke
our living, we feel as though wo vere belng looked after. We do
not regret tae steps we heve taken,”

(12)
Nguyen Van Dlen, 56 rears old, a resldent of the village of Thuong Trai, Hai-Eau
district, Bul-Chu province - & farmsr,

"Our family 18 composed of four people, My oldest child, who is

thirty, wes imprisoned by the Viet Minh for two months {(July~
August 1953); he 18 now a driver for the 19th Battalion of the ~
National Army, I have not'saen him yet, but I hope I will soon.

"We bave had emough cof tha Viet Minh policy which crushes the .
{ Feople with heavy tazas., As farmers, for every sixty touques
! of paddy we produce, we have to turn over twenty-slx in taxes
to the Viet Minh Govornment My wife, who sells fish and shrimp,
tad to pay & tax of olgt hundred Ho chi Minh plasters for every
¢ ten thousand ‘plasters ghs took in as receipts, We realized ve
., * could barely mke a livihg that way, It was as though the Viet
. Minh took the polished rice for themselvea and left ua the'husks.

"We left on October 26, 1554, At Ea Tral ve took a raft to reach -
the ship. The trip cost us ten thouwsand Ho chi Minh piasters per
person,

"When we left, we brought with us 50 thousand Ho chi Mioh piastera.
After pa.ving for the raft we had ten thousand plasters left which

‘ aum ror our daily neods

"we exchanged for two hundred Indochinoao piaatem. He spent that_.‘_ - |




"we errived at the caxp of Vo Dong on November 7, 1954."
Mr, Do Ven Ly, 54 years old, from the villege of Trung Thai, Eai-Hau district,

Bui-Chu province -a farmer, feeble in appearsnce, with coye disease, he wears dark

glasses, ) .
"There are eleven persona in my family, which has now been

evacueted to the South, Leaving on October 24, 195k, we b
firast went by boat through the main canal, then we rented a

raft for 60,000 Eo Chi Minh piusters. The seac was rough

thet day; our raft senk, but we lost only pert of our goads.

"Once on the ship we were well ta%en care of by the crew who
gave us medlcine,

"Tue eldest of my children, 35 Years old, bad served in the
Surete at Bul-Chu, He wes imjrisoned by the Viet Minh for b
& time. Once released, he signed up in the reglonal militia :
and wes imprisoned agein by the Viet-Minh., Roleesed a second
time, he was able to follow us lato exile,

e could not stay in the villnge beceuse the Viet Minh are
over-gevere - what witn thoir heavy texes we were unable to
make both ends meet; our young psople were sublect to forced
labor; meetings and courees for political indoctrination took
all our time, freedom of bellef is trampled under foot.

"We were somewhat bewildered when we arrived, but now we have
stopped worrylng sbout the future,

rt
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ANNEX II

LETTERS, REQUESTS AND CCMPLAINTS ACDRESSED TO THE INTERNATICNAL CCNTROL CQMMISSION
BY FRIVATE INDIVIDUALS

' (1)
L:tter froa Mr, Tran Van Vy (40 yemrs old) and his wife Tran Thi Lim (36 years old):

'After the partition of Viet Nam, the population is free to
chooge the government it prefers. As we could no longer stand
tohe harsh Viet Minh Cormunlst regime, we set out on October 10,
1554 toward Lach lac in route to Haiphong where we could be
under the protection of the Neticnal Government. Near Tang-diem
bveach, we met two Vietminh patrol becats. They fired at our beat
tco force us to turn back; I suffered a head wound, cy wife a
fracture of her left arm, and my boat was destroyed.

"Wa recuest the Interrational Control Commisslon to ask the Viet
Minh authoritlies to pay our expenses for medicine and hosplitali-
zation, to pay ugd indenities for the deutruction of our beat
and to let my parents leave for the free zone.'
(iaiphong, Nov. 29, 1954)

(2) g
Requeat by Mr,., lam Van Cung of the Moc~Duc Village, delegation of Giac-thuy, province
of Bul-Chu: i

"Listed below ares the procedures employed by the Viet Mioh to
prevent us from fleeing tbe Corzmunist zone, to get to the free
zone . ‘ '

, , ]

f
:1. The Viet Minh' uses regular troops cof women to watch us.
2+ The Viet Minh forbids the owners of boats to furnish us

n ' " tranaportatjon.
L 3. Viet Minh soldiers stationed near the shore take g1l
' Indo=Chinn currency away from us. . é

"%, Viet Minh wouen try to selze our children and our g00ds . i
’ "S. Wien we move poward the free zone the Viet Minh pays ve 4 ]
’ " are going over to tha enemy » 3
6. Fropagania is being cerried on by the Viet Mimh to perauﬂde 3
the farrymen to refuse.to use their boats to transport the i
refugses., e 3
7. Provagande ie being carried on by disguised Viet Minh
cadres to persuad° the popuiztion to rezain.
"3, The Viet Minh fo-bids the wse of larze-size boats for the
transportation of refugzes. We are obliged therefore to
rent rafts at exorbitaat fees.

"We ask the International Control Commission to be good encugh to
furnish us with means and rac.lities to anuble our parents gnd

friends to rlce the Communtst, zone._
(Baiphong, Nove 7, 195h)




AINEX IT (Cont.)
(3)

Tetter fron Mr. Vu Cens Trusz, o resident of Za Chau Villege, Giao-thuy rrefecture,

« "

Fam-aini province: " -
For a lorg while, I was forced to live under the Communist
rerine, After the Geneva ajnreements, I wished to go to South
Viet lem. Howaver, contrary to the opirit of those egree-
ments, tie Viel MInh has prevented uei from going to the d
rrovinzes of the South. On Aurust 8, 1954, with a few friends,
wasted to Tlee to the free zone desplte the difficulties. But
the Conaunist ayents and amy wnltivliied the obstacles in our
way ¢ destroying wridres, el requisitioning btoats and personal
e;;acus. Fortunately, than's to a series of colncidences, I suc-
2ded in getting on a Freueh shiv and arrived at Haiphong. Now,
my Tasily and friends who are still in the zone under Communist
contral, are asilrny, me to help them fleec to South Viet Nam."
: (Haiphong, Noveuber 6, 1954) A
)

Request by Mr. Poen Riec (I years oll), o resident of Then-Thuong, Kien Xuong,

()

Thai Binh: .
"I was unable to brint all ny femily with me, tecause the Viet
Mirh has set up nll Iinds or olotacles to detain us (pressure on
the part of the lncal population, orders to bhoats and cars not
to trarsyort refusees, cte.). For ny part, I was able to escape
only Ly dispuising mycelf as a rnerchant and fleeing at night.

"I solicit JOLI aowrful intervention te oblige the Viet Minh

to respect Article o of the Geneva A recments and allow my family,

composed of 8ix [eisone, to cowe Join me in South Viet Nanm.
(Thuon"~ly, Novezber 6, 1954)

(5)

letter fron Mr, Pnam Thech Luyen, a resident of the village of Du-Hieu, prefecture
of Dr1 Hfeu, province of Bui-~Chu:

i ' "Violations of Article B of the Gereva Agyeesents are asg follows --
"l. The Viet Mirh forids citizens desiring to evacuste to sell
their possensions. Goods that are bought and scld will.
be coniiscated. _ -

2. Toose who exprees their deslire to evacuate will find their
villege surrcunded and themselves threatened with punish-
ment. 3

3. Those who move are detalned and searched. The pissters is-
sued by the Dank of Issue which are in the posseasion of
refugees are configcated. My own brother, Fham Van - Dang,
wag imprisoned for warnting to go South, and &1l of his money
was confiscu.tod




ARIEX II (Cont.)

. 1, -oself, w03 Jangerously swrounded, but succeeded in
escaving. All my family, five persons, Etlll remain
in the hands of the Viet Minh Commnaists."

(jfhiphong, Novemter 5, 1954)
S)

Reguest by Mr, Vu Khanh Hoi (27 years o0ld), a resident of Ta-Huu Village, delegation

-

ol Tav-Iau, provinge qf Bui-Chu:
'As uercharfs, we cen no longer stand the Viet Minh Communist
rejine which burderns us with heavy texes. The Geneva Agree- i
rents sive us the right to rove to Scuth Viet Naa, and every '
Vietngrese *s allowed to move freely. However, the Viet linh has
sowrat to rarper noverent and imprison those who wish to Flee
tke Corenunist zone, thus violating the Cenevn Agreerments.

roqunateWy, after inmmerable difficulties, I was able to get
to Hairthonz. My fanm iy, hovever, 18 still in the hands of the
Viet Minh Coranwilctsg.

(Bui~Chu, November 2, 195L)
! ~ &)

Reguest by Mr. Pham Dat, & realdent of Phong Viem, dalegation of Tien-hai, province

-

of Thel-tink:

f "Accordin; to the Genevn Apreements, Viet Nam i1s divided into two
zones, The population is free to choose whatever zone {t pleases.
I decided with ry femily to ¢o &nd live in South Viet Nam, but on
i our deperture, “he Viet Minh barred our way. They took one of my
children, bownd my uncle, Pham Xuam Trung, and condemned by
trother, Phem ilzcc Diem, to éne year of imprisonment. I succeed-
in egcapliug and getting to the free zone, buy my wife, my three
childrer, and my pareants still remain in tha village under preg-
sure frov Viet Minh, who forbid any departure froz: the Cormunist

B

% zone, g
"I ask the International Control Commission fo send a ship to the oot
port of Hoil-lang to erable iy family, as well as those of the
local popu_ation who choose freedom, to get to the free zone.' 4

(BEaithong, Noxember 8, 1954)
A . ' .

_ (8) . .

R Request by Mr. Bul Queng Phuong, a resident of Quoc Lam-Han, delegation of Giao-
thuy, province of Bui-chu:

}hccording to tha @neva Agreements, the Vietnamese people have
the right to mors freely within Viet Nam or to take refuge: in
vhatever pert of the country they choose to ensure their liveli-
hood. Actuvally, the Viet Minh does not respect the Geneva .
Agreements and tries by every means to hinder or make difficult

-any movement, They do not Resitate to arrest innocent peqplp '

who try to flee the regious under Communist control. I am an
forttma‘bo citizen living und.er the Comuniat rogime,’ exploi

PR
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ANNEX I1 (Cont.)

"every turn and overvhelned with taxes, who ssks nothing but
to be able to evgcwatc with my family to a place where one can !
live in freedom. :

(Eaiphong, October 5, 195L) K
(9)

Carzication from Mr. Bul Quang Thanh (27 yeers old), village of Van Dan, .canton of
lusng-lap, delegation of Thuy-An (Vinhdinh):

"Lite everybtody, I mnted to leave my village; but there were
alvays obstacles to my moving. I thought to facilitate my
erazuation by askin: for & noving permit. To this end T went

to Thai-pinh. I digccovered there wes a plot which had been
woried oun for the ocrasien of the visit in the region by the
Contrcl Coxmission entrusted with carrying out the Geneva Agree-
nents.

"Substantially, thio plof is o8 followa:

At v a

1. The recelving centers for the Comnission will be located
far from tle rejjions whose inhavitants desire to be
evacusted, esjecially from religlous areas. In these
receiving centers, imposters will ask for permission to
leave, whereas those who really desire to go will be pre-
vented {ron marxing contect with the Contrel Commigsion.

2. /An organization will be sct up to proteat ageinst the
forcitle evacuntion imposed vy the Ngo Dinh Diem Government.

3. The citizers who have contacted the Commission and obtained
: the payersa required for evacuation, will te - -moved to other
areas whence they will be brought baclk after the derareture
of the Commisselon.

"L, Upon the arrival of tne Commission In a given reglcon, boats

filled with false evacuees (actually Communist egents) ‘
w1ll move bacl and forth to zlve & false impression to the T
Commission." . 1

(Vinh Ninh, October, 1954) . ' '






