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CONFIDENTIAL

From!
Tos

Subj ¢
1. The

Chief, Militery Assistence Advisory Group, Indo Chine
Commander=~in-Chief, French Forces In Indo China

U.S. Shipping Requirements, Request for Information Concerning

Chief, Military Assistance Advisory Group has just been lnformed

by Admiral Sabin that firm recommendations must be submitted to the
Cormander—-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet by 25 October concerning future

requirements for U.S. shipping in Indo Chipa.

that informal discussions he has held with 0O BOTK, ALFMEQ, COMAR SAIGON
and COMAR HAIPHONG concerning shipping needs have indiceted e general

oplnion

that no U.S. shipping should be necessary from epproximately the

end of November until May, at which time the movement of final troop
inerements would require some LST and cargo ship assistance,

2. As the lest official request from your headquarters concerning U.S.
shipping was dated 17 September, and the material evacuation program hes
now been underway long enough to allow better predietions of future needs,
i1t 18 requested that you edvise the Chief, Milltary Assistance Advieory
Group as early as possible of the U.S. shipping which you now consider
necessary, by type of ship and time required, up through the flnal
clearing of Heiphong.

3, The Military Assistance Advisory Group concurs in the opinlon
stated in paregreph 1, except thet in view of the many uncertainties

connaote

d with harbor operations in the Heiphong area, it would seem

advisabls to have assistance by U.S. shipping commence again in March
or April in preference to the final month of May,
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DLB. L| LEARMA.N

Executive Officer

ey, CLA‘E—B%&EL % - Colonel, U.S. Army
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The Admiral further advised
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