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Dear T.x: 

o 

REAR ADMIRAL L.S. SABIN, U,S,N, 

18 October 1954 

Your boy. H.ath. Gen •• Barile. and Waaamaker fiD&lly 
caqht lip with .. iD Haipho .. where w. aow have them bedded do,,", 
iD ESTES. W. hav. liven them a formal bri.fi ... I hav. talk.d to 
.ach of them _d th.y have had free acc ... to .u the .taU aDd our r.cor •. 
They have vi.ited CTG 90. 8 _d ih. refulee camp.. watched the loatlilll 
of carlO aDd pa •••• ,.n aad. before th.y leav ••• howd have a fairly 
compr.helUiv. picture ef our job. 1DclatliDl it. pitt.n.. problem •• 
headache. _d fru.tratiOlU. 

I bd a loal t&lIt with both Heath·.u W· .. maker o. the plllblicity 
a .. 1e. Fl'aakly. my opiai_ i. that it b. bee.lcN.y aDd that bothi'he 
Navy aDd the Amplllbiou. Force have lo.t a '¥D opportuaity the Uke of 
which will rarely come alain. if .v.r. I do.' Itaow who muffed the 'ball. 
But I am iDcllned to place tha 0 __ .omewhere betw.e. CiaCPac:Flt'i4,,pIO 
_d CHINFO. I 

\ \ 
I pointed out to both Heath aad wanem&'t..r that I had beeD OIl 

the v.rl. of writiDlletter •• ev.ral tima.. e.pe~y to Slim Beecher, "\ 
about W •• ubJect but refrained from doi ... 0 fo, the .imple rea.o. , 
that I wa. placedi. the awkward po.ition of tootiq my _n hor.. eo to \ '~ 

.peak. Yet -thiaa could have be •• farth.r from'th. mind ofaay incliviclw 
comaect.d with W. operation. What..,e all w&ated "'&e. {iret. for the people 
of our co_try to .e. what the Uaited State. Navy wa. capabl. of doi .. ill aa 
emerleacy and i. _ operation p.culiar to it ... mal Mactioae ami. to .ay 
tha l.a.t. cUl'iou ill it. cOllcepi had to be dOll.. Secondly • ..,. w_ted to I.t 
the Amphibio.. Force .ome muchly •• eded publi~ attention. 

A. far .. hi.her &1l~rity i. co.c.rned. I f.lt that I _at a. far 
a. I coulcl in my illitial effort:tc, get publicity {or tha Navy _d the Force. 
After that. eODWbody el.e hacJ to carry tha hall.' I tbiak a 1'_ down on We 
picbU'e w01lld be of iDiere.t t •. you. a. you were DOt cut ill OIl eo_ of the \ 
oriliDal _ •••• e. beca •• e of!the illitial hilhly clu.We' .. ture of the proj.ct' 
and bec .... of c.rtaiD re.tri4iou I had to ob •• rve iaiti&lly i. my report •. 

, 
cae of the la.t que.*n. I a.ked Bill Callalhan befor. I hoppedi. 

_ airplane on SlIIIday 8 AUlu~t to come down h.r. for cwereac •• &lUI .ft 
.xaml •• tion of the probl.m wlu "How about publicity?" Bill •• id " Sabe 
the oaly Pcl&ac. I c_ liv • .;ou Ie that for the pre •• at any publicity will 
bve to come from wa.hiIll"'" or CiaCP.cFle.t." 

1/ , 
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1 tolAllaim I c:OIWl .... ntaa4 tIiIat bat it !WoWda't Ulp _ WMa 
tU fiut I'opu""_ loac __ l'oa ,ot __ ., .. c:k; wJd¢h .... uactl., what 
laappo.... 1 had. ... _ .teppo. fl' __ y alI'plaaa' at Halp"-l WMIl two 
of t1aamlot me. 1 .... aw. to load t1aoa oil bf -art .. that it __ impo •• iWe 
for me to "'_1' Clu.tt ... abo," a-dISaa I .... JUt walke4 iat:o to filllll 
Ollt tile ... w.u .., •• U. That .atiafi.4 tUm "-pel'un.,. 

III Ha8ai that .... IIi .. I .poat the ailht at tho Amel'ic:aa eoaelll' •. 
Af .. 1' ~I' tIMt ~ 1' .... A U.S. corl'.apoad. .. t oa tU ot1aol' u4 be, .. 
to fil'. ClU.tt_ at me. H. aai.'alao " .,011 I'eali ... _'t.,.. that tIaia 10 
OIl Iai.torical ..... t - a atory which hao all aOl'te of po .. lbllltt •• la h_ 
latel' •• tl" I tolAllaim I tlld - aDd that .. aooa" I lot the pic:t1u'. I' ....... 1' 
&IlJ' q .... ti ... a. fraDkly •• I cowd. 

The _xt day I •• Ilt a de.patch to ClIlCP.e:Floot I'.quo.ti .. ""daDe. _ publicity aDd ." .... ti •• that a pllblic I'eloa •• be made from Iaio 
headq1l&l'tel'.. ' 

The lIIitial ""daDe. I received, wa. that pa.blicity wa. to be 
coafiud. to a ,0"1'81 .tote_at to tU .ff.ct that the u, S, ,ov.ram.llt at 
the I'.q ... t of the Froacll aa4 Vi.bIam... ,overameate would a •• i.t ia the 
hum ... ltari ... vac_tiell of thu. VIe .... m •• e iANorther. bulo- Chi_ who 
tllclllot wut to r.meiD \IIIIl.1' the yoke of Commulli.mj that Ad.mil'al St1lmp 
.... ia ovorall char,.; that Geur&1 0' Daalol, lllllier the Amhao.ador, woWcl 
be tU overalllllilit&l'Y c:oortll1l&tor aDd that I woWcI coJnlll&ad. the •• a lift 
u.illl .lomeate of the AmphiblO1l. Force W •• t.ra Pacific. 

At Sai,o. the followi .. day. Amhaooador H.ath a.kedm. what 
&l'r .... me.te had. beea made for Navy pIIblicity. I told him what my 
lutruc:ti ... ".1'.. H. repli.d. that that wa.Il't ._,h. He o&id. the Navy Jwl 
& woad.e1'11Il oPPOl'tullity (or .cod. aDd oH.cti ve pIIblicity wlaicll it .boulc1a't 
~l... H. polated to the Bol'liIl Air Lift aad. what that Jwl dou fOl' the Air 
1'000c.. H •• aid. the NaYJ' woll1d be .hort ai,hted \ad ••• it it tllcla't capitalise o. tIai •• 

Ia.btl him if I collld q"ote him. H •• ald "yo" cOl'talaly ~y aad., 
futhermol'. 11'.'11 •• t up apr ••• coatel'.nco for you tomol'l'_." 

TIt.o pro .. coafel'ollce wa. h.ld the .. xt mol'aiIa, at Geaeral O'DaIli.l'. 
lMtadct1lartel'. ad it wa. attoaded, bf about twollt)" .. w.mea; Amel'ic .... Fillip'..... Vletaam •• o aDd Fr.ach. 
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I __ .... atao ta ClaCPac:n..t. fI1lOted A .......... He&th 
aM .trOlllly HC_ ...... ·c! ._plae aIIIl t.l1 cOYera .. zo •• tri .... ealy 
'by the ..... u! •• of .. _it,.. ClaCPacr1eet an I lata actiaa. He 
GI' .. ncl hie _ ... tatau PIO to _. with JOIII'JI&Uau. photo' .. &pl .... 
... ell .. p.... It look •• like tIIiaI. __ a .. 10M .. aila. 

Ja)laan •• tha da,. I joiaecl tlw ESTES. I .. W _ ........... 
cemf ... e ... Attezo It W&. OYer. Mr. Doa Hath. CWel of the MgUa Bar .. _ 
of AP .. leed ita co1lld ,0 to He1phoaJ widl me la 10M fla .. Wp. 1 took 
him.. He fUe4 claily de.patcu. wWeh were f1l11 of the AlIlplaiblou FGI'C4t; 
how tile OpOrder ·bad be •• whipped .p ill two .,. ...... D1bly of tha .W .... 
the .... lo,i.tic. problem. Jwmaa latere.t .tGl'i... .tc.. H. cover.d ou 
of tile oarly ref'1lJ .. 1oadia,.. Thea he •• at & colle me .. a,. to hie bo .. ill 
N.w York .. killl bow hi •• torio. wore clickiq. Ho lot a cryptic reply bac 
.hort &ad .woot. They woro DOt clickiq. DO latereat in the U. S.; ,0_ 
back aad ,et to wGI'k on the SEA TO conforeaco. 

An attempt _a macIe by CinCPacF1eet to ,ot a.w.mea ia h.e 
by ,oy.rameat tra.portatiOll. That bon.d do_ la Jo4&IIila .. hell their 
vi.a. weI'. delayed. 

B\&t in the me_time. the Navy PIO'. w .... filiq to CHINFO .tol'y 
after .tory with pictur... That i.e where my Jl'ipe como.. H.r. w .. a CIR_ 
pack.d f1l11 of buman latero.t of W,b .i,Diflcance &lid it w ... Navy abow. 
What ba. bappe_d to tho.e .torie.? Evea the Servic. public&tiou like A. N. 
a.,i.ter &lid JourD&l hav. aot played it. Eseept for a e_ple of .bort 
par&papla. l:Nried. 011 the i_Icle. they havea't .ven mamioaad it. 

The Time-Life man told me .. ecently in SaiJOII "TId. thlIIc is a 
_tur&1. Where w&. I wh.a it .tartad?" H. filed a .tory. What happaud 
to it. I d_'t kDow. 

wtsea __ O"Iht ia the 100. OOOth reflllee, tile Pre.icleat of the 
Vletaam Oove .. ameat. the Am'ba •• &dor to the tJaltcd State a , tile accretUt.d 
tUplomatic corp. of other _tio .. &ad Jaip. raalrinl officer. we1'. all the1' •• 
TbNavy PIO'a filed the .lOrio.. So far a. we baGw they JOt IIOwll.re 

I feel that .omewller. &10111 the liM tlw Navy .... JD1Iff .... 0PPortuIIlty 
of & lif. time. Democracy IIae •• a aold oat her. to .. ezteat 110 tUplomatl 
e01lld ever .. 11 it *. &lid it haa be ••• old 'by tile actiou of. 1Nac:h of mea 
aa4 ,. .......... la a Navy aaiform.. They'Ye doM a Job of 1004 will for the 
U.S. Oovel'DDJlllllt thet haa beea trem.lIdoue. 
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REAA ADMIRAL L. S. SABIN, U.S.~. 

,i 

i A. lor dill AmplalW- P'OI'C ......... _ .110 ...... _ 
Uom tNt a',.... .. 1a'" U. S. ,. ••• (UcNt a JIaU 1ru:II) .UO .a1cl 
1IIIiw of die ....... ne.t _H .... tJda JOI B'aaA,aow me ,-M4 
..... ill V .......... "0:r14 Jlepwt. tNt cu:rlu •• c:rul ........ dut:roye .. . 
..... ..... ... Joll. TMM ddace 4,oa't ett _U .i" ou hop ill PlalbPa.c 
who _'M ........ dIla WIlt aa. 

TIle JSiriti4 ••• & cu:rio .. 0_ ..... Warrior; ......... two 
trip .... 11lte4 aboIIt 3000 ref...... That __ .'MIT papU IA E .. '·'" 
Julll'"" the StlWl old LoDdoa Time .... moat of Gut papUa ill S. E. A.ta. 

Sony dais baa bon.o le.,thy. but I thoupt you. O"lld: to __ 
a lMUl dowa _ it. CiIlCPacFle.t ,a". u all tho !wlp !w co1lW IA Gut way of 
PIO'. aaAl.q1lipllUllll. TIle boy. filed their .to .. i... TIle ..... ti_ i.: 
What baa II&ppoaed. to them? Th. Navy haaa't capitalized •• ita opportuity 
.... .. fo ..... copitioa of the Amphilil.. that baa 1iIoo1l p .. actically aoa-em. 
M&y!w S1!.m Boec!w .. 11&. tU ........ ! I 1I&"..'t. 

Viee AclmiI'al T.G. W. Sattle. U.S. Navy. 
Comm .... T Amph1Wou ..... ca. Pacific n •• t 
U.S. Na't'al ADlplU1ti_. Bu •• 
Co~do. 55. Califo .. ai&. 
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