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\ REAR ADMIRAL L,S. SABIN. U.S.N. 

i 
15 NovemHl' 1954 

, 
,/1 . , 

DeU~Il: 
, 

YOU' lettel' of 17 OCIto'bel' I'eache. m. in sat,oa a fe. clay. alo. 

Back Ul the latter put of Septem'bel' I ha4 heud there w .. a 
.;.po •• ildUty tUt you adillt coma out to take OftI' W. evacutioa Job INt 
~ recoDlliUt ....... abiat it. ne. W. ope.atioa _. oripaall,. coaceivecl 
ill ... the ".ire of CiaCPac:n .. t that the PblbForce aalt. be plluecl out 

, .... pill1,. .... seilll. aM 'be replac •• by MSTS .ldp., U .... tho.e 
. cOllllllti-. I f.U that if • FlaJ Ofllcel' ... to I'etala cOl!DJll&ll4 of the 

operatioa it .kenald 'be _ MSTS ofllcu i. view of the fact that aU of the 
.hlp • ...w 'be MSTS .hip.. It diu't .,ute work out that wa,. 'beca .. e 
of c.l'taba 1'0&4 Illoeb thl'owa i. the _,. of phuiq out the PhibPac .ldp •. 

I ave IIacl couiul'.b" difficulty all the way throulh the oper.tioa 
1. ,etti." the Freaeh to ... e their full .hippilll capacity aacI ia convillcia, 
them·that thel'e ue other type. of Amphihioue .hip. b.eaide. LST'., nen 
_ fiaally (ot the .itwltioa in hand, Admil'al Stump .e.t me a me."le 
.. ,.till that he preferred me to remain in command out here until .uch 
tim ... either the ead of the evacutioa wa. in .1,M or that it appeare. 
propitio .. to turn over the local commaad to a .enior captain. Thi. i. 
beial doue tocI&y. 

I thiaIt 0" of the mo.t importeat occurrence. in this operation 
were the talb which took place in Waehialton (Dulle. - CUny VS 
La Chambn - El,.) a. the attitude of the Freach chaD,ed con.iderabl,. 
after tho.e talks. I .till had clifficulti •• and troubltt. but the cooperatioa 
aacI coordi .. tioa w .. much better from that time on. Thel'e has beea _ 
avera.e of abcn&t oae cri.i. per day, .ometime. mOl'e. aacI moet of them 
occurrml uound two o'clock in the morainl. The late.t _. a "Roue,.". 
Altel' .oia. over au fiJUl'e. oa prospective I'e&.ee flow aacI the rem&iDiD. 
WDAP equipm.nt to 'be evacuated I worbd oat &lUI .ubmitted the phue out 
plu which had the ...... m.nt of both Fr.aeh &lUI MAAG pu.ollllel. I 
submitted W. to hilhel' authority and it wa •• ppl'oved in Wa.hlqtoa. 
After ever,.Wal had bee •• pproved ad the 'be,i_1lI of the roll-Up Juet 
two da,.s off, the Fre.ch •• badtta. areque.t to retain 10 of our LST' •. 
Te _,. lattel' aman.eat W •••• cOBcwr.4 in by GeUl'al O'.IlIulel who 
~ 10" ovu my orip .. l pIaa liu by Uae a.d had concurred with it. 
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REAR ADMIRAL L.S. SABIN, U,S.N. 

F.I' ...... ly ClaCPacn..t aa4 CNO bac.bcI m. lip c_pl.tely aM fIdly . 
)1M ..... , .... _t 1. noc:"cUq accorilq to plaa. , , , 

/ 
I ;' 01 c:oul .... aw. eeac._ .... IM.a tJae ... 10.1ve potoadal of tJae 
Ie .... peUtf.ca1 .U:IIIdl_la Solath Vie"m. Thle baa I'.nlte. la moat 

f,' ttl .. cOllltitleu ..... 1' • ... IIacl to call .,.. au iii. 1' ••• 1''' tact ... 
. 10mMy' to .... b_ Itlowla,. pabt. 1 ..... -. I.aarall .... em 

. wl&oJe pictllr. wWcJa I _t I'etl'aa , .. - .tatlai laa Iotter of w. 
,/ 'OI't 101' obri ... 1'....... I .. ". _.t ... tal .. to ... .,. lIi,b Iovel olflc:Ja1 

; ,Nt Iau. fr_. tIta Pr •• Weat of Vi ........ tJae l.ecliq 1Il •• lleat o. ... alo 
" ito Ll ........... Captal .. oa tbe .......... With tbe Fnac:Ja from 

/ o._al Ely ____ tJae otJao.. .. w.U .. au Am •• lcau frOID tJae 
,Am ......... Oueral O'DuIle! _ do .... plua a f.w ........ DC1a Uke 
tJae Ie.o ••• , I*'U •••• Britl.h •• tc.. It i. a very complfc:ateel picture an4 
.y_ como at With .... very iate ••• tl ... el.4uctiem •. 

I took tbe boy. do ... to Sla,apor ... a r."&I'el for havi., heel ve.y 
UtUe UIMrty .lac. tile 10th of AUlut. &:ad 4uria, that trip .. e Cl'o ... el 
tile Equtor uellrdtlated .... aiz 01' a.vell blUUlr.d Po11YWOI. illtO the 
My.te.i •• of Killl N.ptwle'a Domai •. 

i\ . \. I am DO" ill I'Ollte to Honl Kong but am aot .ur. at Wa moment 
I 

:1, .. heth.r ... will make it .. typhooa SALLY. OBO of the worat we have had . 
. \ wiU have to 1M _tcbael v.ry clo •• ly. 'rIai. hu 1M.a the .. o •• t •••• OD fo. 
I \ typJaooBO In tJae W.tory of tJae Pacific. Fortlmately oaly about tlIl'.e of 
I \ tJaom~. BOar tJae Imlo.chi_ ar .. aad tJae •• fiDally ... nt far .D01I1h 

North to c .... oaly aU,ht Amal. in the Haiphoa, area. They lIlel. bo ... ver. 
lated.r. With tJae operation aa ... had to .1Ia .. 1MI operaU_a, batten do ... 
aacl lIla .... a. the .hi,. for typJaOOll .va.ioa. 

Wlthl'0larel to tho MOUNTRAIL ... the illv •• d,etioa ill the 1Ia. of 
_codc. em bo&l'd. I had to r.f.r that to ComPhibPac by ... y of ComNavFE. 
OIl th. lae.t 1o&el that ... card.d to Bailoa I _at over to _tch the 
cli •• mJaukatlem of th. nf1l' •••• it .... at that time that the Captaill Ilpprai •• el 
.. of the .ltaatioa h. had UIlCov .... d. By the time I I'.c.ivad tb. 
MOUNTRAIL r.port tJae ahip _ •• lthe .. ia r01lte to the Urdte. Stat •• or 
j •• " Wor. learia,. I dea't rem.mber .. hich. pd theretoI'. there .... 
DOW., I cou1cl do about it Gilt ill W. l.loateet ..... 

, I plaa to JO 1IP to Illchoa aft.r l .. villl HOIl, KOB, to obIt.rve .ome 
ItaUp LEXES thea .. tura to .Tapa ._etim. b.for. the midcll. of 
Dec ... bu. ClaCPacFl •• t la .till ke.piq me ia ova .. all cOlllDl&acl of W. 
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REAR ADMIRAL.. L. S. SAB~N. U.S.N. 

• PU~. altlloqh Nick FllANK will .... ,. tJae local .tt_ti ... 
tac~y. A4Imlral SbaIqJ hall Pftll _ tJae m .. t If. "',"-1 ....... t 
... _~ dar...-ut Wa .atir. vel'J' trylq aU_it.. It i. poeaibl. 
~ I will bave to co_ beck dowa lwr. tJae lattell p&1't oIl......,. to 
..... bat tb altAtioa i •. 
I,: 

\ I c1oa't ... bt that you ... re Ilot abl. to .. t ia touch witll JUa. Sabia. 
I She hall "a'lloppiallzoom __ .. iM cla1llhtel'to tile otll/rll' to ... iat iD 

),' -, 
i : ,~livU'i .. 1Iabl... su ,ot _ la1lAChecl ill MOllteny .bolll: two .... b 

,~ !.,.o uacl will 10 to NOl'tll Caroli .. ill the ap ..... fOIl the otUII. 
, , 

,1 ! 
I' ,I With be.t .. i.h.a to y_ anel to Tex Settle, 
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SiDcellely you •. 
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I " Il .... Admiral J. M. WILL, U. S. Navy 

,I; Com_"", Amphibio .. ClrOllp TRllEE 
i \ c/o i1Ht Po.t Offic •• 
I '.SIIa .... aactaco, Califollma, 

, .. ,"-,-"-----------
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