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STATE OF VIETNAM

BTATEMENT of Mr. HO-BAO-THANH, Chief of Province BlenHoa, on Bept.2l, 1954,
to the Pzess Conferencé regarding the resettlement of Refugees from North Vietnam,

In reply to the National Covermment's appeal heeding our conscience
in the matter, all the people of the Province of Bienloa, including the soldiers i
of Franco~Vietnamese Troops {Provincial Counoil, Cormunal Council, Chiefs of ‘
District, Officlals and Private services) everybody is ready, with justice in
spirit of friendliness to receive the Refugees from North Vietnam, Those persons
who have abandoned their houses, their fields, their fortunes, left their birth-
place to seek "freedom" and serve worthily our native country. The Provineial
Reoeption Committee organizes and studies tbe problem of installing NVN Refugees,
and findg suitable Jobs to provide facilities for them in order to make more
eagily a living, In other words, everything is prcpared in a complete manner,
so that our NVN oountrymen will bave hopes of" renewing their happiness in the
future, _ S

A well-known proverb says: "Using the red silk to cover the fra.me of
the mirror, the men who live in the same country must love each other", and
I think that the SVN countryfallows at BienHoa Province have applied this
proverb in its deepest sense, .

The generous attitude of BienHoa population hes deeply touched the
NVN Refugees, and within a month more than 32,000 persons. have voluntarily
-ecome to settle in the province as a whole,

The first day, a large number of refugees arrived suddenly, Consecquently,
some difficulties arose regarding supplies, bccause, at that time, we had no
caterpillars~bulldozers, tractors or well drilling-machines, construction imple-
ments, ete,..., then all work was done by hand oausing loss of time and labor,
Tents, camp-beds, water, food, drugs, etc.... are not enough to meet the needs.

Although 1h:ltially we had many obstacles; we always tried our best to
meet the existing situation, ‘and now, we realize that there has becn built
throughout the province: .

380 .coupled-wooden-houges, asbestos sheet roofing.
50 shelters made of wood and straw or thatch.
250 coupled-houses magde of wood, bamboo & thatoh.
200 big tents,

30,000 small tents,
450 camp-beds. .
10 wells for supplying water,

_ Besides this, we have not counted numeyous .implements for housing
congtruction, forest Glearing, fishing gear & boats, draft animals which have
been purchased and distributed to the refugees from North VN.
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We felt the work carried out was almost completed by the Provineial
_AdministratiVe Service, bul out of our expectation, unwillingly we encounter
other difficulties:

Mret .~ The living coste at BienHoa have {noreased suddenly because

-

the NVN refugees became overcrowded; '

Becond,.~ According to Note 1078-BNV/VP dated July 29, 1954, the
Minister of Interior proposed the distribution of 1 heciar of land to each
NVN refugee-family (belonging to the agrioultural class), This note has
inadvertently come to the attention of the Seuth VN refugees who have been
in the same circumstances as the NVN refugees, They say: "We have suffered
for more than 8 years during the war, but why do the NVN refugees have eo
much priority, while the SVN refugees seem tc have been abandoned".

Regarding the high living costs, I realize this difficulty is not only
due to the arrival of the NVN refugees, but also our province has received
soldiers and their families belonging to 4 Divisions of Pranco-Vieluriese
troope, Therefore, the population of BienHoa will bave been inoreased by
approx, 100,000 persons. ‘ .

In order to solve this problem immediately, a problem which comes
under my Jurisdietion, I have glven orders to the Police to exercipe rigid
gontrol and punigh severely speculators who eell their goods for prioces
exceeding the prices fixed by the Government, (My letter N° 4G4-C/CAB dated
Sept, 10th, 1954), ' . ‘

I have often explained to my SVN countrymen thet the NVN Refugee
Problem is a "National Problem", of great importance and related to the
"International Problems", From personal knowledge, I know that up to the
preeent time, we have regeived 300,000 NVN refugeee in SVN. In addition,
we can expect to receive 100,000 persons from Haiphong. Thus, we have alto~
gether a total of 400,000 refugees to be received,

The population of Vietnam below the 1T7th parailel is about 8,000,000,
Then, plus 400,000 refugees, we will receive only 52 of the total number,
(8,000,000 : 400,000 = 5%).

My South VN compatriote understand as well as I do that now in the
whole world, all the foreign nations expect results from the gigantic evacu-
ation program of the Vietnam Nation, If, unfortunately, we are not able to
arrange our own affairs between curselves in a satisfactcry manner, you oan
imagine how the foreigners will qriticize us?

§ .
§ . § _ .
Returning to the problem of high living costs, I have often stated that

if we wish to lower the living costs, it fs not necessary to decreape the number

of consumers but rather we must Iinorease the produstion.

Thus, in the ne#r future when the NVN Refugeed will begin working (plow-

ing, planting fruit-treqgs and vegethbles, etc...), our national product will
certainly inorease and gonsequently the high 1living costs lowered thereby,
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Regarding the oomplaint of the SVN Refugees as to land distribution
to the NVN refugees; I must somehow recognize the reasonableness of their
argument, Therefore, at the same time as I have provided for the NVN Refugeea,
T have constructed 2 villages for SVN Refugees at TAMHIEP (Chieftown district)
and at HUNGLOC (Xuanloc district),

During two meetings of the Chiefs of Provinces held Sept. 11 and 17,
1954, at the TownHall and at the Presidency (also attended by Representatives
of the People), I proposed to the Government to set the land distribution scale
for NVN Refugees at one Half Hectar (OHa50) to each family-unit, and the other
half hectar would be reserved for South VN Refugee families.

The General Commissioner for Refugees, the Representative of Government
and Mgr. PHAM NGOC CHI approved my propeeal and promised to submit it to the
Presldent of the Goverrment,

I hope that in the very near future my proposal will be . accerted by the
Government .,

_ In order to activate immediately a decrease in living costs, I made the
followlng suggestiona to the Qovernment Representative:

1.~ To cancel taxes imposed during the war which now bave no valid
reason for being continued (Road & River Security Tax, Export Tax
on Looal Products, 1% Turnover Tax, Surtax of % on Armement,
Special Tex for Pacification 0,50% on Turnover, Customs, etc...);

2.~ To authorize free tranaportation of rice, paddy and other food-
stuffa from Saigon and the Western Provinces to Bleniloa;

3.~ To place the NVN Refugees on the same basils with the SVN Refugees
‘in order to avoid a controversy between Northern countrymen who
are equally citizens of the country, -

(Translated/VDD-Sept., &,-_lﬂ}_)



