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Aoting Director of Missien

kg 23 September 195,
Acting Specidl Representative, Hue “/ s :

Operatien in the Seuthera Part of the Provinse of Quang Nam

On Priday, I talked briefly with a Viat-Namese officer and
later with a phetegrapher whe had just returned from the Viet-Namese
arny advance 1lnto the Southern part of the Provinece of Quang Wam which
was recently evacuated by the Viet Minh,

The efficer and photegrapher statead that the advanoes inte the
south was entirely a military eperatien, They stated that the GaAM
and Cilvil Guard forcas have not gone into this aresa and in fact, were
in Falfee, The photographer alsoe stated that all propaganda was being
performed by the Army'as 5th Bursau,

Thia is in conflict with thie statement of the Government Delsgate
and the Dirsctor of Facification, who stated that ths GAM and Civil
Ouard forces havs already commenced their work, There sesms to bz some
deubt whether the Military authorities are permittine the GAM and Civil
Guard fercss to operate,

Ae the roads were tern up and meny of the bridees had been destroy-
_ ad, much of the advance into the South had been made on fool, The
Y photegrapher stated that the Army Tngineers were repaliring Route 1 with
the help of local lahor and ware setting up temporary bridpes.

The phetographer atated that the National Government was gonfront-
ed with a very difficult problem. The populatien had been completely
controlled by the Viet Minh for 9 yeare, The people were hoatile te
the Viet Names+ Army and to the Government, Many people stated that
the Army and the GCovernment were subservient to the French, People
also said that the Naticnal Government was the Gevernment of Baé Dai
and that the Viet Minh were responsible for bringing peace te the
ceuntry,

According te the nhotographer, moet people stayed away from the
rallies and movier sponsored by the 5th Bureaujy 4t was difficult te
get most of the people to come to these sessiona, He further stated
that the pecple in the area vers extremely poor, even poorer than those
in areas of Central Viet-Nam soentrelled by the Government,

I am planning a trip te Faifoe and the aouthern part of the
Prevince of Quang Nam next week with several officials from Central
Viet-Mam, The purpose of the trip is te observe the oparations of GAM
and the Civil Guard on-the-spet and also for determining ways in which
the Goverument or the Mission can win over these people to the cause
of the Natienal Government,
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'While I do not bslieve that it is desirable to have toe
many people on this trip, 1t 4s advissble to have someone fronm
the Health and Sanitatien, Cemmunity Development, FProgram

Suppert, Agriculture, Educatien, Public ¥orks Divisions and
USI3 go aleng to examine the needs of the area,
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