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Actilltr, Special RopresentatiYe, lIue 11'" if 
23 Sept~mber 1954 

Operation in thoSollthern Pal't 01 the ProvinlJo of ChI."g Nam 

On Friday, I talked briefly with a Vl~t-Nameee officer and 
lat .. r with .. phetographer who had ju.t r~turn"d from the Viet-Namese 
army advance into the Southern part of the Province of Quang Warn which 
was reoentl;y eV/louated by the Viet Minh. 

The offioer and phot.~rapher stated that ths advanoe into the 
8out.h wn ~1II1t.irelya a.ilitary oporatien. They stated that the GAM 
and Civil Guard fore •• have not gone into this area and in fact, were 
in Faitoo. The photographsI' also stated that all propaganda was being 
perform8d by t.he Army's 5t.h Sureau. 

Thia i. in confliot with the statement of the Government Delegate 
and the Director of Pacification, who stated that the GAM and Civil 
Guard lorce. hava already oommenced their work. There seems to b3 some 
doubt whether tho Military authorities are permittin~ the GAM and Civil 
Guard forces to operate. 

A. the roads were torn up nnd many of th~ bridv,ee had been destroy­
ed, muoh of the advance into the South had been mado on foot. The 
phot.gra~her stated that the Army ~nRineers were repairing Route 1 with 
the help of local labor and were setting up temporary bridges. 

The photographer statsd th~t the National Gov~rn.ent was confront­
ed with a very difficult proble.. The Dopulation had been completely 
controlled by the Viet Minh tor 9 years. The people were hostile to 
the Viet Na.e8~ Army and to the Government. Many people stated that 
the Aray and the Government were Bubservient to the French. People 
alBO .ai4 that the National (l-overnllent wu the Governlllent of aa. Dai 
and that the Viot Minh were re.pon.lblo for bringing peace to tho 
country. 

According to the nhotographer. most people .ta,ed away from the 
rallie! and movie. sponBored b, the 5th BureauJ it WI.. ditficult to 
get most or the people to oomo to these 8e •• lon8. Ho further stated 
that the peeple in the area wore extremel,. poor, even po.rer than those 
in areas of Central Viet-Hall oentrelll11d b,. the aoverlUlent. 

I am planning a trip t.o 'aif.o and the southern part ot the 
Previn.e of Quang Nail next week with .everal offioials troll Central 
Viet-Ifam. The purpose ot the trip 11 to obaerve the operat.iona of GAI~ 
and the C1vil Guard on-tho-spot and 1.1'0 tor determinina way. in whioh 
t.he GovorD.ent or the Ki.8ion can win over these people to the oauae 
or th 0 "at 10nal. Govornlllont. 
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While I do not believe that it is desiraole to have too 

.a1l1 people on th1e t.rip, 'it 1. advis"ble to have •••• on. troll1 
the Heal tb and Sani t,~ tl.lI~ Coaaualty DeveloplIIent. Prograa 
Supper\. Agriculture, ltduoatioQ. Public korks Divisions and 
USIS ,0 alsng to examine the n •• ds of the area. 
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