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A'1'1 •• 1t. •• al Tool. and See4s 

. 'er". P •• \ t.wo or more years we hays had a proJeot de.i,ned to 1 •• Ul".t. t.h. "re.i.e en oult.ure des terrell abandonee" (III-SVP,.20, a. ".Dde4) which has substantial unexpended balanoe, ayail.ble tor ~ediate expenditure. Aocordinsly, this ottiae verbally in8tructed Hr. Kh.e, Chief ot t.he Asricultural Service tor South Vietnam, to im­pl"ent tbe autbority therein oont.ined with partioular reterence t.o the puroha,e of hand too18, simple implements, and agricultural seedll whiah weuld be u.etul to a pro,ram of aid aud assistanoe to the retu­,ee •• o.ing trom the North. 

In aocordance with our directions, and in order to insure immed­iat.e action in the field betor·e too many bidders and would-be buyers wOl&ld be in the market 1'01' the limited supplies, i'lr. Khue has commis­sioned two people on his staff t~. round up available sources ot hand tool. and lIeeds - one in each fi~ld of activity. 

Ae of last night, several thousand (something over 6,000, if memory .erves me correctly) imported field hoes, several hundred 10-eally made hoes, numerous hatchets, axes, adzes, saws, sawblades, ,pades, etc. had been purchased and received from local mercbants. and importers. In addition to tbese tho Agricultural Service bas at band a small quantity of imported American Aid boes, hand sickles, jute s,ok., etc. which have been employed in the above-mentioned STEM pro­Ject. 

First distribution has already been accomplished to one of the nearby provinces - probably only a token quantity, but within the next several days distribution will get underway in a substantial manner. 

aeyond these measures, the hand tool man is surveying local foundries and blacksmiths, to determine their ability to make a number of the hand tools not available from imported sources. This should be oompleted in another few d.ys. ~'he big problem i8 that of credit to enable theee inadequantely finanoed arti.an8 to buy a quantity of iron and .\e.l to keep th.ir faoiliti.s and manpower engaged while waiting tor the Wheels ot Government to turn out reimbur.em.nt tor the tools made and delivered. this will be the matter of later discussions and re.olution. 

We are also as.embling information and speoifioations tor addi­tional hand tool requirements which we propose to import from Japan or otber convenient .ources againet the .100,000 emergenoy proourement. •• thorit.y re.eatly reoeived. Additional quantities will be handled ia tbe •••• 1 procurement procedure. 

Hr. St.el1y ",.111 roll or up regularly on this .• ubJect. altd viII have .p_'o-clat. iltfor •• t10n on the exact current ,tatll' in ••• tter of' • tev d.y •• 
oe. St.elly 
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