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Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO DATE, Sept. 28, 1954 

FROM r &.1Il'i Paeo&l 

SUBJECT: Tollr ot rehpe cape on Sept. 26 

OIl lull.,. -.ra:lAc I eecorted Mrs. 'filan Durdin, ... York r.b\ee, lIr. Hartin, 
U.s ...... World ReplM"te, Mr. H\\f_m-Ba (a til 5) to the reoeption 
o ... :N of !'hll'l'ho, Bopital Popular eel Collep Gialong. In the attemooa, 
I ton: Jrra. Dvdia, Hr. Durdin, Mr. Martin ad Mr. Dizl\a-triJlb,oChiDh, traa our 
omo.,to the relocation oalllle at and in the emiroll8 ot Bien Hoa. The 
lMI*- or tile trip va. to aoqllaint the clM"re8pODclente with the refugee 
aitaa'ttoll tim bud. '1'hr1I. Mr. Ba, in the morning ael Hr. Cbinh, in the 
at •• __ , til.,. vere able to ql1e!7 refupee ucl cup otricialo to their 
saUetaction and thq haft agreed to let UI haft copies ot their ltories. 

W. T.l.8itecl a total of ten camps throughout the day and talked to several 
dozen people at length, most.1y around hrorui quest10ne concern:Lng "" they 
lett the North •••• what contact they had had with the Vietm.nh •••• 
their fiiaht trca the North and their present etatue. We tolUld t. cce­
plain. ud little diaCOJItent. But aJIIODg t;he cCllllllaiatl, ve tound un­
umd.V f'fta them on the aatter ota (1)(pq;,..(2) wate\'.A3) 8a1~) ,ugar0 
iJl that order. Item (1) was the s_ ltOrr""t'raa alrf.he camps". They have 
been paid tor two to f'our dql!l at a time every ten to twenty-tift clqtI. 
Thl.o leavee quite a gap between the UlOI1nt they ehonld haft received ucl 
the amount actaaJ:b' received. 

At the priestal caap acro .. the read t1'OJl the peychi&tric hospital in 
Bien Boa, a prien uplained to ue1bat that whole precedure was very C<llll­
pl1cated due to the need to register great llUIIIber. ot people and the lack 
of adldftiltrative perllO!ll1ll and orgaftized procedures. He explained thllt 
the CUIP ocaaander of' each CIlllP or campment group had to list the names 
or all retupes in his cOllllland, then take it to the Ministry of' Social 
Actioll where he is suppa.ed to recsiye per dilllll in cash equivalent to the 
nUlllber on hi. register. The list is taken at the Mifti.t17 al1d a small. part 
or the per diem due is is.ued with a ltatement that he 18 to coae back later 
tor the rll8t. B1 the tille he can get back, he io ~ With a n .. list and 
the .... sto17 i. gi 'fI!ln him. When he rellliD:is them that he il still due money 
on the pre'll1011.. register, it canl t be tound ana contuaion apparen~ drives 
hill bad .. hie CUll with what he lII.DI.ged to pt tIM" his .. cenci register. 
The plftat ottereel lID further detaila but stated that this was the wa:y he 
heard it. 

lotel About three weeks ago, I and Mr. 'DwIh, the then Minister or Infor­
.. 'EGlDI • ,BOD, reeei ved cQIIPlaints t'raa a group ot inhabi tante ot the PhuTho 

, . 'i 

National Archives and Records Administration - RG 469/Entry 1452 
Box 3 - Folder 3 
Reports - Field Reports 

37 

/ 
;' 



--------

D. C..La'nrpa (oontl d) 

oaIIP o1,1w1ng to lIPeale for .naral tiIou.and others that they had not been paid 

fc;r fin dqI. We walt to the clIIP headquarter. acros. the road and the 

fOllOt1.ouain 111 charge of thl. lllatter atfirJllBd th:!.a. He .ta t.d that for that 

dq, lui .... • tIppO_d to pick up per d.ieIII for 12,000 persona and at the 

H1Id.'ilrT, he va. given o~ 8,000 piaa .... r.. Jr. 1ballh aeked hill for a signed 

at_taticD 1Ibich he 1I'rote and handed. h:l.a., Later, daring the tollowiug week, 

Hr. 'Dl&IIh told .. that he had 'lll"'nI1ed eeveral other clIIP. and foUJld the 

_ oOlllPlainta alii colleoted an attestation 1'roIII tiI_. . i'tIeee he took to the 

HiJdlilrT of Social lction and he was Mom regiBtry Ib.eete 'i&aed bf cUIP 

,,_,Mera illdioat1Dg that all lIIonies due had been paid. 

On the .. tter of water, tile Ib.ortage iB greater at the relocation Bites than 

at the recapt:lDD centers. A priest told us that hiB people believed that 

ru",,1ag water at the relocation centers carried IIalaria - therefore, they were 

atraici to ue it. 

'!.'be lack of Alt and lUger 88elll to be diBtreasing then. There were DO CIa­

plainte about other foods. 

cc. Mr. Piahel 
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