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MENOBRINDUM Septenber 28, 1954

Toa Ur, D, O, Lavergne
Spegial Deputy Hefugzce Affairs

PRO¥: W, A, Uynasa
. Acting UBOM Ropresentative, Contral Viatnam

S5URJ: Fesetbtloment of iiofugees

1, The key rcfug-t_groblnm in Contral Vietuam eontinues to be
resettlement and rehabilitation, Uuring the laat two or thres
weoks progresa has been rrther slow. Many of the governrent
offlainla and I hoped thit a sufficlent number of homes weuld

br oomstructed in sstisfastory leeoctiops with eeonomic opportun-
14163 bofore the heavy rairs ssme in the northern provinces of
¢.¥,N, Some houses have heeu gonstrihoted, dub im general, eon-
structicn han bBogged down, A fow wesks age, lask of funds was
snid to be delayinz rosettlenent,; but $his has not been true for
three waeks, for there are ndequite funds nvallable,

2, The lagk of goordination and effsotive governmuental liesder-
phip has probadly been the principel fastor responsible for delays
in remettloment, The government servioces have not workoed effeetively
together: neither have they worked effectively with provinee chiefs
and district ehlefs, The pruovings and district ehliefs sowex to be
overwhelmed wit® the job of resettling rofuiees, along with thelr
ragular dutien., Morveover, thers has not been & coerdinsted plan
for renottlenent, iespito nany efforts of Hission people to siress
the importande of registration, thore hus not bheen effestive reg-
tetrictior and elassifisation of people by osoupationsj therafove,
thare are varintions in clessific¢ations of refugees by csgupations,
depanding upon the souraes, ths provinge shiefs, or the chiefs of
the serviees,

3. Last weok the Uovernment Uslegste appointed a Conmissioner
%o take chargs of the resattlenent of refugees im Centrsl Vietnan,
I Wald a meeting with the Commissioner after his sppointuent and
made & number of suggestions to him based upon uy observations.

I believe that the appointmsnt of the Commissionsr ia an inportant
step forward and since heo appenrs o be an ensrgetic person, that
h® will be adle %o scordinate the work of the services and provines
chiefy and ampedite the resetilemsnt of refugees.

& ' Although the rainy scason has begun in CaVoli, and zany. pehools
are PAl1le¢ with refugees, I do not bellisve the delaye in scastrucking
huwses are srusial Af, as a result, mors thought ls given to the
problams, scunder plans ara doveloped, snd more sffegtive settle-
nent 19 performed in which rafugees have adequats fagilities and
opportunities for gesining thets livellhood, Partieularly, 1 velleve

National Archives and Records Administration - RG 469/Entry 1446 50
Box 11 - Folder 12

Exodus - Resettlement




|
1]
|
|
1

- =
URCLA G LIFLE
"'z—

that this moy be an opportunity for avoiding some nistakes, sush
as estabiliehing sommunity fmoeilities in places whers refugoes
probably cannot esrn s sotisfastory living,

3, lome of the apegific problems whigh have dsveloped in re-
settlonent are the following:

&, OQonstruoction uf homes, Some of the provinco chisfe
stzxte that they eannot conetruct homes for 4,000 plastres, pre-
viounly sstablished as the cost per howe, They say th:t adequate
supplicn of buliding materials are not readily avalliadble, I be-
lieve that & Misgion houeing teghniclan should atudy this problea
onn the spot as soon as pogsible,

b. Klssicrn staniarde. In sonz gases, the locel offleinle

gre not sdhering 4o HMissl:n standards in the selection of sites and

plana for gonstruation of communlty fseilities sauch am schools,
dispensaries, welle, disposal fasilities, ete. Therefors, it ie
negesnnry that the Commienl n:v Jeneral in Salgon i1esue iratrue-
tlonas ¢o Cuntra)l Vietnm: that #lesion opeeifisd standerds should
o shaerved,

¢s FPrivebtely owned land, In eoze areas near wwang Irei
and fuve, thoe locual officiales plan to resaattle farsers: on privately
ownoed abandonsd Land. In my neetinga with goveramuvnt officinls,
I have emphasiged that farmers should be resettled, if poswible,
en publioly owned land., However, sowme rafugaes have exprassed
a deglre to be resettlied pocy Hue or uang ri, soreti:os near &
schurch, where state ownad land is not available, The provinace
ghiefs of Guang Tri and Hue have told ne that they are trying to
maie satlefagtory arprangelants with the propristors of the land,
Howaver, partievularly 4n the area saround fHue, 1 have the Liupres.
slon thet the arranjsnente will be mueh more bensoflelnl to tLhe
proprintora then te the refugees, and that refugees will bring
the land bagk into ¢ulitivation and then be sompelled Lo pay falrly
high rent to the owners, I believe that someone fyon the Agriounl-
ture Uivision should exacine this problen and male gone reagomnenda-~
tions whichk gan be transnittied to the Governmasnt,

ds Regeptlion Centers in Nha-Tromg, Phan Rang, Pham Thiet,
In many waya the tLhrse provinces in the gsouthern part of Cantral
Yietnam offar better opportunities for the resettlement »f refugee
farmors and fishernen than the provinscs in the north, The climate
ie also mors favoradble. Thercfore, govesnment offisials, partigu-
larly the Diregtor of the Agricultural Serviss, sre encouraging a
tranafer of refugess to these three provinces, where it ias asald
that an sbhundant sxocunt of rioh, publlely-owneéed land le availabdble,
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If this transfer of

will be a need fop te: ¢ e,
_ 4 APOrAry raanh aagr T o
Thiet, and Phan Rang untii ;a:m;nftinn eanters at Hha-i
will not be availabie there; :

refugees takes place on & largzs s
iy ol

tale, thure

. rang, Fha
:nt homes are built, Schiéls ?

I shall try to aeund nora 1nfﬁ::§::ﬁ?ill Plobably be nocded,
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