..., . « CONFIDENTIAL @

MEMORANDTUM
| November 24, 1954.
TOs Operations Coordination Board

L. M, Purnell, Chairmen, Indochina ¥Working Group
Sub-Committee on Truce Violations

FROM:  U. 8. Informetion Agency
TOP/TE - Francis J, Mcﬁar'bby§u"

SUBJECT: USIA Film Treatment of Vietnamese Refugee Zvacuastion

The information you requested at the OCB Truce Violations
Sub-Committee Mecting of November 22 follows: The Vietnanese
refugee story has been presented directly and indirectly by
USTIA throughs )

1. A clsssified weekly newsreel produced bty s private company
and circulating in commercial movie houses in 14 countries
in the Far, }iddle and Near Bsst. The newsreel 1s produced
in 16 langusges snd has carried the refugee story in 5 of
its 12 weekly issues since the evacuation began. Footage
used in this project is drawn from commercial newsreel
pools and from@lm shot in Indochlna by USIS specifically
for the project. The latest issue covered the sampan flight,
of Catholic refugees from the mouth of ite Tra Ly river to
French ships offshore.. :

2. A USTA-atiributed monthly documentary, "Our Times." (T 1s
produced in the U. . and treate Jmportant stories in depth
snd detail beyond the reach of a newsreel. It is shown
mainly by USI® overseas but alsc has some attributed commercial
showing, OT is produced in 29 langueges end seen in 69 countries.

3. A gemi-monthly newsreel produced by USIP~Caigon and shown
in language versions in Vietnam end Cembodia by UCIS, government
information agencles and commercial movie houses. This news-
reel iz so thoroughly local in flavor and treatment that it
does not eirculate outside Indoehina, Tt is not openly
~ gttributed to USIS but its acurce is not denied to guestioners.

L. Two documentaries produced to dete by USIS-“aigon, "To Those
Who Choose Freedom" and "A Friend in Need." Both of these
documentsries have been distrituted for shoving to other USIZ
posts in the Far East, A third documentary, *The Pirst Freedom,"
on escapees 18 scheduled to begin shooting in Haiphong this
veek. (Indochina distribution of documentaries is the seme
as outlined in item 3.)

CC: John MacDonald, OCE.
Andrevw Berding, JOF.
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