/

Jtate of Viet~Nam OFFICIAL REPOAT OP THE MEETING
HIGH BOARD FCR REFUGEES held on Des.6, 54.
—— —————,

On the Sixth of December 1954, at 16 o'elock, a
Commissién eomposed of ;

Messrs, Pham-van-HUYEN, new Comaissioner General to
Refugees,

Dam-sy~HIEN, Director of Cabinet of the High
Board, ‘

LAVAIL, Ghief of French Technical and Economic
Cooperation Mission,

Codonel THENy Assistant of General GAMEBIEZYy

Lt Colonel LEROY, Head of Military Liaison
brtichy

Commander JOSEPHSON, Liaison Officer with
General O'DANIEL and M.A.A.G.

. Do-due~TRI, Interpretor of Englisgh,
| John Peter THELEN, Liaison Officer for USOM,

Lt. Colonel Bui-van-PAI, Representative of "
Vietnamese National Army Forces,

Le-trong-MINH, Representative of Public Works

Minister, '3

was assembled at No. 461, Galliéni Blwd. to study a great deal
of problems stirred up by the refugee resettlement.

3 Iwo subjects especially arrested the attention of the
'*\ Commission

\ 1l = To provide the rofugoou with permanent means of
. subsistence for their livelihood ;

\ 3 3 = Te draw up a basic program on which will depend
\ all the ulterior activities of the High Board for Refugees.

concorning the first point, the most essential thing f
: is that each refugee or groug of refugees may find out again
\ g in their resettlement aros the living-sondit ong corresponding
) ; to thely eompetente and their former wvay of life in the North.
\ \ The French Mission may serviceably assist the High Board on

‘-\% E | . | theesas..
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the refugee classification bI their trade or profession, as
well as the choios of resettlenent eenter according to the
resources, the sultural eagncitioa of each losality (from
this series of ideas the G l1efs of Military Sectors detain
precious informations). The High Board for Refugees will be
abls to a ly advantageously to technical organisms ef The
American Mssion énd various Ministries,

Afterwards the Commisgion proceeded to study the
allotment of forest~portions or waste-lands to refugees.

At the present time the refugees resettled in forest
reglone subsist by the felling of wood, Unfortunatelg nothing
1s done to facilitate their labour, for in reality they are
gstumbled by the opposition either of the former occupiers of
the place or by foreat-officers who invoke the rigid regula-~
tions in forge, The Commission proposes reguesting the Governe
ment to take legal dispositions which allow the Commissioner
Gensral to allot forest-lands to the refugees,

_ As for the waste-lands, the question mustbe studied
urgentl{ in the juridical point of view and all the necessarg
proposals be submitted to the Government. The allotment of the
waste=lands must not infringe the righhs of property.,
‘Resettlement does not mean expropriation,

L Lastly the Commission examined the second point of
ths agenda. Till now, urged by successive events that

_happened too quickly, the refugee problem has been solved

\ 'temporar:ll{ according to the ¢ircumstances and not depending
.on & global plan previously elaborated. To have succegsfull

- results, in the opinion of ths Commissioner General, it 1is
absolutely indispensabls to draw up a general Xwp lump-progranm.

;o The question is to evasuate the refugees coming from
" the North Viet-Nan, leuvinf the totalitarian reglm,«cgusen,
of the Geneva agreement., P rst of all they must be resettle

in the best conditions as well in the material soclal,
economie¢ as cultural one. Moreover the Gommissioner General
also envisages the resttlement of our South compatriots who
fled froem the insecurity in their provinees and erowded in
‘Salgon-Cholon regions and other chlef-towns, so that they

. Elvex rise to serious problem of pauperism and overpopulation
and olaim an immediate solution,

Thus the question is Eetting to an international
amplitude and importances. Wit the assistance of the United
States and gutting forth all our efforts, we may trust to
remedy happily the present 8ituation,

. The Commissicner General intends to present shortly
to the Governement a vast Program to be used as the basis
for his future activities.

The Commission,......
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The Commission approved unanimcusly the Commissioner i
. Genayal’s view-points. The agenda being overp the session .
p was closed at 19 ofclosk 30.

Made up in Saigon on the day, month and year above-

mentioned.
Signatures : Pham=-van~HUYEN
Dan-sy-HIEN.
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