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Refugee situation in Bhatrang and Phu Yen

1) NBATRANG

Aocording to officiels the following is the number
and classifiocation of refugees in Nhatrang:

%ivilian refugeea:

rom North of 17th parallel 3,225
Trom 3inh Dinh (Qui-ihon) ‘ 2,864
Total Civilian rcfugees b, 080
FPanmilies of i#ilitary 16,604
Total numbe:r of refugces . 22,758

“here arse no .eception centers as such in lLihatrang.
Over 3500 e¢ivilian refugees cre mcid Lo be living in alrea-
dy established homes in Lhe c¢ity of wawitrang., Others are scat-
tered throuzhout the proviance., I weat to sez the two moot
imnortant resettlenent sitesy Luonyg Hon snd How ian,

&) Luong Son. 50 two compariment homes are being cons=-
tructed for 100 families by & contracior at & cost of 5000%I.C.
cer family unit, Only one refugee family ias living {here for
the time belnz, but thie is understandable &s lle construe-
tion is not fully completed. The usite wae selected for refugee
fighermen but it seems that tiaey prefer to resettle in or neer
the city of Yhutrang, Since larier numbders of refugees are an-
tigipated from the Norxth the suthorities plan to utilize theso
humes as & reoeption centor, Lefter it is hoped that cowe re-
fuzees will be resettled thiers. VWery iittle iund is available
in the area for agriculturs, This site happens to be risut
benlde an 0ld FOA Project wliere & number of rofugee fishermen = . -
have been rohabilitated and live in atiractive councrsie houes,
Logal oifioclals cluin lhat the refugees Just arr;ving are
digasetisfied with the paillotes oonslracted in iile ressttle-
ment site, when they sec the much more nttraotive homea for-~
nerly consiructed with AiA funde.

T"A'ul”‘

b) Luong Son eonsiets of 3 grpups of 57 2- oompartment
homes for 114 families, all construoted at % coet of 5,0603
I.C. por family unit. One group of 12 2-.family howes has been
oonatructed by the local prieet prineipelly for fu,mers, uno-
ther group of 20 homes by the refugees themeelves principally
for forestry workers, and & third group of 25 homes is belng
conetructed by a contrector for fisheruen, oot of the rom
fugees nre evacuees from the Horth. Lititle agrioultural land
seeme to be availlable,
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fue refugec aituation in Nhatreng upys=ra to be somo-
wict contased ond ihe dirscilon of it has not been especl-
8lly well conculved, Part of this 1s probably ine rasuli of
the general deteriorsiion of Clvil Administration in the
province we ize result of the espeoially bit-er conflict
between ihe Ghicf of Province and tle dilitary Commzader.
1r, Nzan, for 3"1/2 yeurs Ohief of the province of Phat Diem,
a refugee himself who has reeently teken charge of refugee
problems, eeeme .0 be a very able person, bui he has not .
been given adeguate authority and is faced wit: a nuggled
situation, Tiret, despitc all the oemphasip npon roxiet ré-
tion, very few refugees grrive with registrstion carde or
taga or in fuot indontifieation, Moreover,. & number of
fwailjes of the wilitary apply to ihe oivilian authoritiss
for aid, These raefugees, it seems, do not usually reveal
ibat they are immediate dependents of nilitary end it may
be that they want to take edvantage of ihe aituation to
obtain assietance from both the milltary und civilian autho-
rities, Algo lLLere are some cvacuece who errive i Ahatrang
every day fro. olier urqas in free Vict-lign, for exenple
Tourane and wai on, «uad usually chey i8Ve no pugers at all,
Then ianere are wofugeen iiat errive deily from Cai-ihion. All
this somewhat wdde to the conlusion, oovviously, effeotive
registration of evacuees beiore their deo.sriure from nai-
vhong would nave Ifneilitatad thuolir receoption snd resgbttio-
meni very aucil.

Spe womhk, vhe oificlal in ciarge 21 refugee allalrs,
in buabrang, also told se thwl the provinece lws not reool-~
7ed nrecise instraoiions from the Rexional Loveranzent and
sometimer has reccived confictlug insiructions, such ma on
paysent of subsisienoe. Lac thing taat s, o.on has tried
to do is %o léke rufugees off ‘he subsistence allovanoe &g
poon @s poosihle, sfter one uonih if possivie., Tn the puet
1 have fregiontly ieurd thal tlere wus an noundant amcunt
of stete-owmed lund wvi-iluvle for Gariculioral resetile-
ment Lo Lhe provinee i woetrang. *U Besan cnat refugeen
sre not be.ns reseltied 2.0 sush coad. In regionce to ny
inquirkes local officiale tmpt wuach land wag avalleble
arite far from tlie odty ol Ln&tTHAY, for exauple, on ithe
roed to B, ictouot , an ares whare rvefugoes did not want to
go ond which was unsatiefacioTy from sho staadpoint of
Lealth because of “he prevalence of mialaria ate...

These refugee problems at Fhetrany are hardly over=
whelmaing, However, the Government offieials anticipate that
many more ralugecs Lrom Korth viet-Nam and 2les some Irom
otherg points in Joatral Vieb-llau will arrive, * ¥icld Re-~
precontutive on the gpol would be of considerable help %o
the tovernmeat 0fficicle in dealing witi these problems,
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2) PHU-YEN

It ie easy to summarise the refugee situstion
.in the province for there is not ospecially any problem thers,
with about 1000 refugees scattered throughiout the ares frati-
oally all .from the province of Binh—Dinh'(Qui-Nhon).'However,
in enother sense most of the people in the province ars re-
fugees and iisplaced pergons afder undergoing 8-y ye:rs of
Viet-ifinh rule under war time conditions, Beonomie rehebili-
tation of those psople is = wo jor under cking,

Briefly, the 1,000 refugses are principally
in fuy~floa, Song Jau and olher larger communities in tis pro- :
vines. "'ew refugees continue to arrive in small gumbers from
ui-Nhon, but others leave for dhatreay w.d otuer areum, The
Sovernueat follows the pratice of giving them subsintence for
8 dexiaun period ‘of ong month, Actually, the refugess from
Qui~Yhon scem to be urincipally rich faraers, leand owners,
aud oowsercial interests, who are esgaping temporarily from
tie Viet-dinh and will return to fui-fhon after the Viet-winh
evacuation., 1t ie reported that meny ol ithem pay es nuch as
10,00031I,0, to evacunte tlieir families by boat, Phe Goverament
is coustructing & emall number ¢f  coapartment houes ior rew
fugees i Tuy {lom, at & cost of J,353%1.0., per ramily unit,
with the refugees providing the lahor, _ -

cct Dir:ctor of wission > _
Aoting Assistant Director for Operations
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