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D. C. Lavergne AS8;;»St t Direotor for 
Refugee Affairs December 7. 1954 
William A. Dymsza 
RefUgee situation in Nhatrang and Phil. Yen 

1) .NI!ATRAUG 

Ao~ordins to of!Loiale the following is the number 
and classificaticn of refUgee. in Nhatrangl 

Oivilian refUgees: 
Frolll North of 17th parallel 
From Binh DiM (Qui-N'laon) 
Total Oivilian refugeeo 
FlUllil iee of iilil1 tary 
'.(otul number of refugees 

',2;25 
2,864 
6,089 

16,664 
22.75(\ 

:':hel'e are no ,eception oenters as such in lihlltrang. 
OVel' 3500 oivilian refUgees pre acid to be living in alrea-
dy establisiled homos in Lhe c1 ty of (,iu.,tru.ng. Others l~re scat­
tered throut;hout the province. I wont 'LO aee the two moot 
i::n;Jol"tant !'eaettle!.uont ai tea; Luong non vnd ,iOtl Lan. 

a) Lu.ong Son. 50 two oo;npartlllent hOilles are being cone­
tru.cted for 100 families by iii eontraotor at lit cost of 5000$I.C. 
;;er !amily :mit. Only one l'efl1gee family is living there for 
the tille beinG! but this is understandable ae iilO construc-, 
tion i8 not :f'.llly oomp:j.eted. The oite was seleoted for refu{~ee 
fishernen bat it eeems that 'tiley prefer to resettle in or llear 
the ai ty of Nh~,tr'141g. Sinae larger uUlllburs of refugees are !il'l.-

•. iaipllted from the North t.he 1l11thol'ltias plan to utilize these 
k;14es as it rooer>tion oentar. Later it is hoped that Game re­
fugees will be rooettled there. Very little .iHnci is available 
in the /,Iraa for Ilcriau.ltu.ro. Thil;l site lulPI)enU to be rig;.t 
beoide an old FOA Projeot wllere .. numbilr of roful;:ce iik/hermon 
have been rohnbilitated :.nd live in Itttraotive ooncrete homes. 
Looal offioials olainLhat tue refagees jl.Lst arriving .. re 
dissatisfied wL tn the llnillotes oone'Lrl1oted in the resettle­
ment site, whon t:Joy Bec the liluoh more attractive homes for,.-
marly oonstruot.ad with J\j,:A fWlds. ' 

.,1ff.1I'111" 
b) Luong Son oonsists of ~ grpups if 57 2-00mpartment 

homes for 114 families, all oonstruoted ut ~ cost of 5,000$ 
I.C. por family unit. One group of 12 2-fuily hO.lles has boen 
oonetl'l1oted by the local pri9st prinoipally for fu,·mcra, ano­
ther group ot 20 homes by the refueees thelllSelves prinoipally 
tor forestry wOI'kers, und 3 third /?,TOUp of 25 homes iEl boinc; 
oonstl'l1cted by :a con-~l'actor for fisnerl;wn. C .. oot of the re­
fUgees ,:,re evaouees from tho North. Li ttlo Q~rioul tural land 
seems to be available. 
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Thu rofugee n l.t'latiar! in lIhatra:.t1.g I.lP,i8';,.rs to be SOlilO­

WilC t ooniUI3cd cnd the 0il'(,'C 1:L011 of it has not beon eepeoJ.­

ally well ooncdTed •. Part. of this i. probably tile raou.lt of 

the ganeraldeterloration of 01v11 AdilUn1stration in the 

4ll'OYil'lOe !:.l:l be 2'esul t of the .liIp.Ol~ bi t.er oonfliot 

between the· Chicf of Provinee end the ~11l1t"ry COlli!lU.Ulder. 

·it1'. Nillm. for Y 1/2 ;,rears Ohief of the provinoe of l'hat Diem, 

a refllg •• h1lUel1'. who baa reeeat17 taken oharge. of refugee 

probleme, .eems : 0 bit e. very . able Penon. but he b.aa not 
been t!;iven ndequate authority tuld lit faoed w!.t~; amu .... Jed . 

a1 tlllltion. "11'/iI"\;; ilespi to all t1.e ODlphns:!.s upon reJiHtL'!l.­

tion, very £ew refugee. arrive with registration cards ~r 
tags or in £ .. ot a.rJ3 indontifioaUon. Moreover, a nwnbur of 
fiUAllie. of the iIIilitary apply to tht) oivlli.m l&uthori1.isG 

for aid. Theae l~etu.goes, itSeeJII8 f do not u.auall1 reveal 
that they are .immediate dependants of military and i~ may 

be that they want t.o tll1cendvnntage of tho eitWltion to 

obtain u.latanoe!rom both the militar,y and oivilian autho­

r.itie •• Aleo there are soms oVtlcll.eoa whoarriva i:ll lihutrang 

eYery dEl,Y f1'9 ... o~ter "":I.-oas in free Viut-J'I&t1t for e>:a:lple 

Tourane and ", .. ion, ....... 0. usu.ally "hey ililve no pr..\,,:el.'li! at all. 

:i.'hen taere aro :s.·of'l1Jeeil~;.u t arl'lve dllily :Crom Ql1i-'ihor.. All 

this somewhat Qdde to the con£Uuion. Obviously, effeotive 

registration of evaoueesbeLore their u<>,.'art\.U"\! fl'om hg.i­

"·hong would iJClVe fnoili tatm.! theirr.oop·Lion !;,uti l"_,,,,ottlo­

:!len ~ ver'y"u.loh. 

··:r •. <:L;all, t!lI.~ 01ficiiiil ill olurt;e;)i l'\')!Ut;;OlJ affairs, 

in l'iUA""rw~g, also told tat) that thu vrovince l.LHt. not ruoei­

lod ?l.·el.~itla inatrllotiolla trom the )legion:;.l ~'OlTern'·lf.mt and 

somctimo£l 11 .. s reovived coniict1.ug insiruotione, 5uoh as on 

payra0.nt of I)ulluistuuoe. On" t1',i1'1g thut ,"1', :'.:.un hae :'ried 

to do is to take l,,,rugeea off :.,he BiAbuiatenoe allowanoe as 

£loon as pO(laible, u.fter one ,;jQnth if possiiJ.i.e. ;-n the ;::<st 

1 have i'rec: .... mtly heard that;· t •. ore WIU) .In unund~'.nt amount 

of u1;ate-owaed l .. nd uv(·ilu~le i'or &";1'1':;1.11 ":).retl rlH3ettlo-

;'·-!£F~ t i,;.~ tl'J.o p:-f\;viliO.e !)l , .• ;t'.< trMtL,t:~:. .;l.t aeem:;. . L;At l'"t~fuel3eG 

:'tru 1':'0 t he ",11~;; roso L t.~,ed o~';. ati .. ~h ,.;_ ";\d. In r-~~3 ,"onoe to ~1Y 

inquiries 10013.1 o.l:!i';iala ",":Dt 1.:l.l01\ lund welD I::v(,ileble 

'l'.t 1. to far fr<)m L):,tI oit,l" "i ljh.!itrHi"l,:;, ;'or Gxa.!lple, on the 

road to H.'cthunt , M ;uea Wt"H'O rot'J.f;e,}[l .did not ',,"lilt to 

go ond whioh was wlsatiaiaotor,y ,rro"l ,he l;d;tLl!!point of 

i10Hl th beoau.se of .',j." !)revall.mce of '~lHlnrlQ oto ••• 

These refugee problol!ls at flh!lttrt;l.n~ lIre hardly over­
whelming. ;lowever. tho Government u!fioials antic.lpa.to that 

lnfmJ lIlore re;Cu .. .:;l.lo::.> il'om North fiet-!:am tiu'\d aleo BOrne from 

other,tl points ir. :;entr:...l \-iet-lliJlfll will .::rrive. I. field b­

preeont!>l"t.l:iiiJ on tho Sl.ot wou.ld be of oonsiderable help to 

the ',OITernm611t Offioio.le in dealing witt! these problems. 
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2) PHU-YE!!' 
It is easy to sllI/lIllarhe the refugee situation . in the proTinoe tor there is not espeoially any problem there, with about lOOOretugees scattored throughout the area. ,rati­oally allfrolll the province of l3irili-Dinh (c;.'1li-lJhon). However, in another sense Illost of the people irl the province {Ire re­fugees and :.isplaoed jlersons steer underGo:l,ng 8-~ YOi.rs of Viet-rUnh rule under war time conditions. ECOnOl.lio rehabili­tation of those people is·"' lnD.Jor ut1d.sr uking. 

3rlU:ly,tl1e 1,000 refugees are pr:1naipally in ru.Y-fJoo., song Oall and oLher larger oOlllJ1lunl ties in t.ile pro­vL'lce •• ow refllgees continue to arrive in emall numbers from (jui-!:UlOn, but others leave for ~,hatrang u ,d otJer a:eeus. 1'he '}overl11ileat folloW8 the pratiae of giving them subsistence for a iJ,'xliau;u poriot! 'of one,lnonth. Actually, the refugees .from Qui-:Jhon s:;em to b'~ .!z'lncipully rich far;aers, land ,owners, l:I;~d ao,Djliercial interests, who are esoaping telllPol'arily ;from tl:e Viet-".lnh and will return to Qui-llhon after ~he 7iet-liiinh evacuation. It is reported that 1IIailY of '\'hem ,payua muoh'D.s lO,OOO:n.(). to evacuate their families b./ boat. :rho Govurnment iLl cOlletruc~irlg l>ISlilall numbe:::.' of ,; compartlllent hOl;JOa for re­f\lcio(ls L ~. Iroa, at a (Jost of 5,:n3$r.C. fl8:t' family Wlit, wi th t:19 refugoes providing the la:?or. 

00: Dir~otor of ~i&sion 
Aoting Assistant Director :rtlr Operations 
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