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December the 7th 

TOI D.C. Lavergne ~'''' ~ From:J.P. Thelen . ~.~ Subjec:bl NEW COMHISSIO FOR REFUGEES 

Minister Pham Van Huyen took over as Commissioner General f'or Retugees at a brj.ef' ceremony during our regular Monday af'­ternoon meeting held at the Com!1lission's Headquarters. 
Colonel Leroy, of' the French Military Liaison office, and myself, briefed the new Commissioner on the outstanding problems= _ The need to legalize the ref'ueees' rit',ht to dispose of the wood which they cut on forests lands allotted to them, and the necessity of securing a Government Enactment to make abandonned farm and rice lands avalaible for cultivation by the refugees ancl displaoed persons • 

. Minister Huyen promised to st~y these questions carefully and announced that he liJB.S work in,., on a basic plan which he hoped to offer to us soon. 

Thts ended our initial meet'iug with the new Commtssioner. 
The reorganisation of the Commission and the departure of' all of Doi's key men, necessitates a complete new build up of Ol,r relations at the Liaison level - thanks to the flattening testi­mony given by the departing offieiA.ls, the new group apnenrs wil­ling to accept the various Liaison Officers favora.hly and seem to lean on 11S 1B0r advice and information. Having been invited to oontinue using my desk in the Resett­lement office, I have had the opportunity to talk to several of the new officeholders, and explain to them some of our aims and policies. Amongst other things, I briefed them on our Rield Repre­sentatives and l.earninp, they were planninp: a mobile F:roup of technicians to go in the field, I suggested they send one of their people along with our men, in order to achieve closer collaboration in solvinp; some of the problems. 
I also recommended they assir:n a mlm to take vis5.ting repor­ters and other offic:i,als, on tours of the varions Recention R.nd Resettlement Camps. 
Both sllg.~estions werE'! acc91')ted and Iln enp,ineer detached to accompany Mr Frakes and our own techn5.ci.ans when they inspect a road problem in Bentre Province on Saturday. 
Attached hereto is a premil!!.inary Chart showinp. the names and titles of t.he new officials. I will keep you informed when new appointments a1"e made and I'l. cornplFlt.e Chart will be dl'ftWTI IIp .Then all posts are fi1.led. . 
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