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M. H. B. Idler. Chief, Field Service 
J. A. Hackett 

Field trip Dec. 8-10. 1954; and Dec. 13th. 

Field HeROrt FB-5 

December 11. 1954 

The purpose of this trip wae to become acquainted with as many of the 10c:11 orf'ici:ls as possible, In comp:lny wi th Joir. Dym .... aDd to viait refugee resettlement centers in the area. 

n~ficials Ilc~omptlny1nf: ,or contacted on this trip were: 
William A. Dymsza, ')301>1, S{li[on (former ':Icting USOM Qenre.entat1ve. ~VN) 
Le van Dam, egion;,l "dministrutor of i\~;'\. ';V:J Ton that [luonl"-Van, lJ1rector of Social Action, C;l~ Le Ta Hilyor of Tour .. ne 
TraD Dien "hief of ;>rovince of (,Juang-Tri Le TT'Ull£!: 6hi. Chief of' ProvInce of ,.:unn[;-Nam Bui '-luang"Son, AS','istant for hefueee Affairs. Mayor of Tourl!LDe 
Bui ",uang Uyen, Assistant for Refugee A rfdr.. ':1tulng­'I'r1 
Nruyen 'ru. Aas:lstl1nt forierugee Affaira,.tullng-Nam 

A. ~uane;-Nall Province ( ("aifoo area) 
The reru~ee center. in thie area are under the juris diction of the r~hief of ?rovi :':ce. 'tile fo110wj ng centera wer'e visited. 

1- IgAI LAM : There are 96 people, comprising 20 families, at this center which its lOCAted on the Northest outskirts of Falfoo. The center .oDsiste ot 5 "urdruple unJtstructures. These structures are built or G.l. roofing, wood framing, 1/2 con­crete block an4 1/2 bamboo lattice 6id1n~, and cemen~ finished d:lrt nocrs. Each ot: tl,ese units is purported to have cost I.G.t8,500. At preeent there are no .ell. or plt-pr1Y1e. 1n the center. I was int:orllled that a well would be 1'lnished in two waples and that pit-privies would be finished in one week. 
The refugee lfe fiaherlll.n from Dong-Hoi. They seemed hAP ,y and contented with their new environment and con 1tion. 
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2- DE-VONG : This center is still under construction. 
The work 1. being done by a contractor. The structures ~re 
of the same type of construction as those at Xuan Lam and 
when completed will consls~ of 8 quadruple-unit hou.es cos­
ting 1.C •• 8,500 per unit. ~he center is located on the Sou­
theastern outskirts of Palfoo. 

It is planned to move )2 families presently housed on 
church property or now in scattered quprters into this center. 
These famille. will represent 8. mixed group comprised of 
fishermen, small merchants, skl1led laborers, and coolies. 

)- THANH-Hi\ : There are )4 double-lmit structures in this 
center. Construction 1. of the same type a. in the two previous 
centers visited and the cost per unit was the same. One oen well 
has been finished and it is planned to construct two more. There 
are seven pit-privies with plans for two mor •• This center lies on 
both sid.s of the provincial highway between Falfoo and Quang-
Nam cftaded on National n.oute Ni 1. 

370 people, comprising 6S families, have been •• tiled 
here. They are all farmers. There are S hectares of rlce land 
available to them In the immediate neii-hborhood of the site 
with 49 hectares more available 4 kilometers away. The local 
o~ficials believe that this land is sufficient. The Immediate 
needs of this center is money and agricultural tools in order 
to start planting. If these items were rorthcomi~ they say 
they coUld start rieht away and make a harvest in May. In 
the mel'l.ntime they are making a Hving doing odd jobs. All have 
gardens already phnted and seem ha:'PY and contented. 

B. Tourane city. 

The refugee centers here are under the juri.diction 
of the Mayor of Tourane. The following centers were visited. 

1. THACH-THANG : This center consists of I,.ClO single­
unit houses constructed of "palilote" type siding and G.I. 
roofing. Each unit is snid to have cost the Government 
I.C.t 6,000. The center is on the Northern outskirts of the 
City of Tourane. 

The population i8 ,pproxlm··tely 2,000 and comprlses 
400 famill... They repre.ent practically the entire tormer 
inhabitants ot Dong-Hoi, and are made up of fishermen, coo­
l'es, small merchants, barbers, tailors, and such lik •• 

The par18h priest and leader 1s a Pere Al, who s.epd 
very much on the ball. He has already built a church ~ 
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school. 

There were only J open wells in the center and no pit­
privies. Additional well. are definitely a must. The center 
look.d and Im.ll.d clean inapite of the lack of pit-priTies. 
The sea adjoin •• 

Per. Ai would like additional money to construct a 
clinic and mE'ternity ward and a village market. The father 
expr •••• d concern about fInding sufficient work for his pa­
rishioners. 

The center on the whole, however, looked as if it 
were well on its way to becoe,ing absorl!ed as a part of TOtlrnne. 

a- TREM Ne;i' This center consi.t. of lJJ housing units 
of variable si$ structures. Geberal construction charac­
ballieties: sidinr:-wood or ball)boo matting or both;flfaming-wood, 
floor-dirt, roofing G.l. (90,) Hnd grasfi. Th. water supply 
con~iat. of one shallow wel~~tilizing J barrel. as lining. 
At pres.nt the constant rai~~7nearnes8 to Tourane eliminate 
the possibility ot a problem. There are no pit-privies, 

The population of the center 1s 1,300 comprising a 
total of 258 fAmilies. l3J families are living in the hou­
sing units while 125 families are living in "junks" on the 
bay. These people are originally from Hatinh-Vinh. 

Their pri.est is Pere Trieu. lie is building a small 
churCh. There are no other communal facil1.ties inthe center 

3-TRJM N·3. This center consists of 115 housing units, 
The construction is the same types as Trem Nel. There are 
no standard type wells or pit-privies, Water is obtained 
from s~n shallow barrel type w.llB. 

The popul, tion of the center is 700 a.nd comprises 140 
families. These people are o~iginally from Quang-Sinh and 
are IBOBtly tIeherman. Their pariah priest is Pere Hoa, 

The only oommunal tacilities contemplated are a church 
that 1s almGst oompleted and a Bchool which is still in the 
early stage.ot construction. 

The two centers Tram Ne 1 & 2 are adjoining, and are 
on a narrow sand bar (or ridge> bordering the bay on the 
Northeastern outskirt, ot Tourane. The priest were given 
lUlllp BUll amounts to build the housing uni ts based on I •. ;. $ 
6,000 per Unit. The money wall used to purchase materials 
and the refugees luppl1.cl the labor. Doth prieets requests 
additional aid. They need money for more wells and ~ clinic 
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• and maternity ward. 1hey also ask for net making materials, cloth, blankets, and boats. 

4- THANH BINH (PLAGE TO'],ANE). Ttle parish priest at this center £8 Pere Can. The popUlation of the center is 600 people. 8J indi.rdual housing units have been com~­ted and 6 more (Jre in process. Pere Can was r::i ven an ad­vance of I'C'14,ooo on 89 units and was promised the ba­lance of I.e. 2,000 per unit when all were completed. The population of the center includes people from Tonkin and Dong-Hoi and consists mostly of coolie. with some skilled workers and general merchants. 

The cons€ruction o£ the hou.ing is being done by a contractor and is of a slightly better quality than the other centers in the Tourane area. Pere Can says tha.t it is costing I.C.$8,OOO with the refugees paying the diffe­rence. 

No provision gas been made for well, pit-priTies, church, clinic or SChool. Pere Gan is requesting a'dltional money for these items. He also w~e. additional money to enlarge his center to 200 units as he expects more r~fueeas from Haiphong. 

The location of the center is not bad. It is in a grove of trees on the outskirts of Tourane'between l!!m !!!2 8 nd Tha c h Thane;. 

At present the center seems to be Eetting along very well. The future problem may be water supply, sanita­tion, and employor;ent tor the popul£,t1on. 
C. Thua-Thien Province (Lang Co area). 

1- AN HAO. The parish priest here :l.s ;oere ilntoine (formely fran Van Due). rbis center is located a short dis­tance North of Lang Co. It consists of )88 people compri­Sing 65 la.ilie •• They are at present quartered in 12 tents. Pere Antoine contemplates building only 61 unit. at pre.ent as he i. limited by space. He hes received I.C.$240,000 for 60 anits at 1.0.$4,000 per unit. His buildings will b. 2-unit structure. an4 he olat.. they will cost him I.C •• 6,500 per unit for materials alone as the refugees will furnish the labor. The, are to have G.I. roofing, wood frnming, b~Mboo lattice sjding, and dirt floors. He say. that the refugees will pay the difference. The refugees baTe levelled the ground them •• lTes and it was quite a job .a the site i. on a slight ridge between the highway and the sea. Most of the fN'llling is up and about 80% ot the roofing. The people should be moved into their new homes in two or three weeks. One epen well has been finished on the sea side of the ridre. Pere ,ntoine would like to put down two more wellS, but needs more 
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well casings. He used sevel'l l-meter n.G. well casings for 
his present well finding water 4 meters from the surface. He 
aske tor 13 more casinge. 

A church has been oom:;leted uut there was no si.:ns 
of any other coml!lunul structure. Lnck of money was given 
as the reason. 

The refugees ... t thie center are from the neighbor­
hood of Dong-Hoi, and are mostly.farmers. They hnve been 
allocated 30 hectares of rice l;)nd on the other side of the 
lagoon about 5 kilollleters distant. They now valk this dis­
tance and could uee two boats. They need animals, tools, 
seed, and money. TheI are apperently earning a small living 
by e&thering and eel ing firewood. 

In spite of their present hardsi.ip these people seemed 
happy and gl<.1d to be where they were. 

2- LOAN 11. 'lnis center Consists of 113 !lingle hou­
sing units. Type at construction is pure np,~illote· with 
grass roofing throughout. Location is on the '''eat side at 
the highwaYI, bordering the Lane; Co La:'oon, nnd about two 
kilometers North of AN HAO. 

, 
The popuhtion is 3aB compri Ili ng 65 f.lmilies. These 

refue;eos lire from the province of r.;:uang Tri, Harth of the 
17th parf.llel. They are mostly fishermen but have 21 far­
mers with them, 

Pere C~ (pronounced Kuhr) is their priest !!.nd leader. 
lie appears to hnve iniative and to be very capable. He says 
he recai ved 1, ,; ,$6 000 per unit as a lump sum Dnd has spent 
an overBge of I .~~.!3,OOO per unit using the alance for wells, 
nets! and other things. lie hu bought one large fishing net 
for .J •• 35,000 and mi·ny slII,'ll nets, 

'!'he cUlp has three standard open shallow wellS (a.c. 
~siDi.) and 12 81111>11 primitive wells. 'fhere are no plt­

privies or c~al buildings in the center. Pere C~ next 
intends to build a substc:ntial concrete church. He BayS 
he will get rock and cement trom the French Army engineers 
for the church. lIis next project. will be a sohool and cli­
nic. 

,~en asked how he liked it· in his new location Pere 
ea stated that his people never were eo well off. That they 
are doing better now than they ever 4id in North~uaDg-Tri. 
They are making a good living, at present, gathering fire­
wood and fi.hing. The refu&e .. had brought 27 boats with 
them from the North. 

National Archives and Records Administration - RG 469IEntry 1441 
Box 11 - Folder 5 
Emergency Relief - Refugee - Reports - 1 of2 - FY 1955 

86 

i-\ 
J 



", • . , 

D. Quang-Tri Protinc •• 

The cent.rs inthis province are und.r the jurisdic­
tion of the 0hief of "rovinc •• The following locations 
were visited; 

n. Lav[lll~-Droit •• his cent.r hus 259 tingle­
unIt ouses completed. Th. popul~tion is 
1,132 and comprises 279 families. The parish 
priest is Per. Dien. He has received lump 
sum housing allotment for 259 units at I.J. 
~6,coo. 

b. Lavane=Gauch.. Thie center haa a population 
of 76~persons. "lready constructed 3re 110 
sin:le-unit houses for which their parish 
priest, Pere Thanr" hus received J.~.$6,OOO 
per unit. 

c. Lava~-couv.nt.This center hat 23 tingle­
unit O'.1ses and has a population of liS. This 
population consists wholely of sisters of 
the order of "Aim:lnt de la Croix". Thes. units 
also cost 1.C.$6,000. 

d. Long-HUBg. This c.nter now has a population 
or approxi~tely 1,100 people and consists of 
220 families. 185 single-unit houses have been 
built for which their parish priest, Pere Truon8 
van Thien, received I.0.$6,000 per unit. 

These centers obtain water from nat'lrlil welle. 
There is one year round sprtn!~ in the are,~': ::nd several others 
thilt mll go dry in the dry season. '.{ater at present 1s no 
problem. Pit-pride. have not yet been constructed. 

The housing units in these centers are all simlLJr ha­
vine packed dil:'t floors, mud-plastered bcmboo-latt1ce siding, 
wood framing, and 0.1. rooring. 

Th. village, cons1lt:.ing of tllese four oenters, has been 
a plonned layout for which the hBsista.nt Chief' of Province. 
1"r. Rui Quane Uyen, should be commended. It 1s the best lay­
out of a resettlement area I have yet sean in Viet-Name The 
rows are orderly and the hous •• are distantly separated .r:i­
vinrr'lmple space for farming (sweet potatoes, ban'm's, etc •• ) 
arourti each house. 

The various parish prieB~would like to abtain ad-
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ditional money to build churchs.,.chool, and dispensaries. One school has .~dy been built for the tour centers. One ot the aiaters is be1ng trained at Quang-Tr1 as a first aid dispenser. 

The population of thes. centers are all from the district ot Vinh-Linh in that part of Quang-Tr1 just North of the 17th parallel and , ... very much satisfied with their changed condition. They are mostly farmers with a some woodcutters. Although they have already star-ted truck farms around their house, these farmers will need help to faI'll on a larger scale. There is abundant rice land from 4 to 8 kilometers Southeast of the location. There 1s also about 100 hectares of developed rice land to the South­est. In both cases they will need animals, tools; seed and money which they would be ~lad to r,et ~s a loen. With regard to the 100 hectares of developed IDnd they would haTe to repair a dam whioh would enable them to make 2 crops a year. Mr. Dam, AEA Administrator, auggested making this a project under VI-Vp-6. Once the clam 1s repaired they could start planting in March or April. 

The immediate need is blankets and clothilll':. It 111 very cold and damp at present and will eet colder. The bLnket. furnished were insufficient and inadequate. They appeared to be thin, cheap cotton blanket.. The Chief of Province estimat.s that 20~ of the refugeea in the province are sick trom cold. 

2- THUONG-XA. This center consist. of 265 houl!!ing units (sIngle and double unit houa.s). Construction is si­milar tothat in the Lavang area. The cost per unit was I.c.,6,ooo. 
The population 1s 1249 and compris •• 265 families. They are mostly farmers from the district ot Vinh Linh in Quanl-Tri and are led by their parish ~)rieat, Pere Buu Dong. 

Their water sapp1y consists ot three holes in the ground and th'7 haTe not yet built privies. There are no communal buildings. 

This center haa the Same general needs aathose 1n the Lay.rig area. 

Their imm!4iate need ia blankets, clothing, and medicine. 

On the whole they seemed happy and contented inta8ir new homes and ('way trom the Viet-Minh. 
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J- AN no~ 235 bousing unite hnve been completed in 

thi. cenllf.'. parish prIest, Pere Tran Khoi. haa recei­
yed I.Cd ,000 per unit tor the first 220 units and I.C. 
~3,OOO tor the last 15 unita. Construction type i8 .1IIilar 
to that ill the Layslif area excep that each h'!llding con­
dst. ot :3 or 2 Houa 1'\': un1 t8. 

The popul~tlon of the center is now l,O~O persons 
~80 people baving come In from the ~orth since October 31st. 
1hese new ar~iyals h0va receiYed no allOWftnce •• 

The ce:lter has two old villil(~e wells I\nd wants ';110 
more. There are no pit-rrlvles. Haa n school hOllse and p:;rish 
hou.e but no churcb or 'iBpenAry •. 

The center is 011 "liCh, well drllined land rind Is very 
neat and orderly althOllf.1\ (,u.ite compact. ,T'1e popuh,tion con­
ar-tiDg ot approxima.tcly 4~)'f. tC!rl~era, 30% woodcutters t,nd the 
rest 01' miscellaneous profesElion, are from Cua-Tung, just 
North ot the line. ' . 

The t'arJlers· can work rice l,.mds be1onl',ing to priv<lte 
owners. They will need Inoney to tide them over until the next 
hi'. rVI18t t and &n1m"le, tools, ..... nd s.~ed. t. lorn would be ::lad1:y 
aoceptH. 

The 'mmed1a~ need la bl:1nkets, clot!~il1g and medi­
cine. ~ial\y aJ'8 8 ~er1nr; from the cold ~,nd severa.l old ones 
and bab1 .. have died. 

ID .pite ot the cold the people 
to b.·glac!·to be where ther were ('Ind 
ChIDg.cI IItatUll.· , 

I taUed to seemed 
contented with their 

While at this center I noticed ahollt 20;,) civil guards 
getting reedy to leave tor the Western part ot the province. 
They looked and acted like IJ. well-disciplined and detormined 
group. 'l'here wall a mtlrket scarcity of r;uns ,o.nd no uniforMs 
ae such. 

4- :OB·E DE £PANG-T:I. 'l'hUJ center is located in tho 
town of '';U.~,_Tr1 In 'Wh.:lt was the former stadium. It con5ists 
ot barracks ike structures conlloing 42) housing units. 
Construction 1a same type as thHt used in the Lav:1nr ~rea; 
and cost I.C.$6,OOO per unit. 

The population 18 2,011 persons and comprises 423 fn­
mille. consisting of miscellaneous skilled workera nnd coo­
lies. 'l'hey lare troll Quang-Tri, North of the 17th pa.r,;llel. 

This center 1s run by I'! committoe of four headed ty 
a PresIdent, Ho Ouy Tinh. 
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There are no pit-privie., wells, or communal buidings. 

Being in the city they have access to the local hospital 
and schools. The location is flat and not too well drained. 

The local authorities expressed no concern in ~egard 
to finding work. The people seemed ha.ppy and did not hesitate 
to say they were content with t.heir new status. 

Their immediate needa are blankets and clothing­

COMHENTS. 

1- The reruf::. at ~nh-Ha ce~ter at 
definitely need ediat~elp it ~'y are 
in and ready for harvest by May, 1955. 

Fdtoo will 
to get a crop 

1- The two centers at Trem, in the Tourane area, 
are in need ot illlllediate 8s8iatance in the fOrDI ot).ilIlgney 
to buy net. or material to make nets. Making a living will 
be a probl_ here. 

J- I va. only able to visit two centers at Lang Co 
in Thus Thien. I waa informed that the other centers at 
Lang Co were 8imilar. An lIao needs help to get a crop in, 
but Loan?Ly already seems selt-sufficient. 

4- In order to get a better picture of the situatlon 
at Quang Trl I made a supplemental trip to that province 
on Dec_ber 13. In addition to aid for the farmers. the 
centers here need immediate aid in the form of blankets 
and clothing. The.e Items should be expedited. I sUEcest 
that bla~kets shipped to Hue for QUfmg-Tri or Thua Thien 
be tairly heavy. in any event ship w~~t is available. The 
Chier or Province or Quang-Tri told me that he could uae 
lOiOOO blankets. 

National Archives and Records Administration - RG 469IEntry 1441 
Box 11 - Folder 5 
Emergency Relief - Refugee - Reports - 1 of 2 - FY 1955 

82 


