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Capt. FPAITY H¥LAsE, Chief TCPIGY Jlvisien 13 Dosembor 1954
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Iraining of block-making machine Opevsters at Dlao (lee, 3 to Des, 10, 1751).

Op to Friday Jec. Y, aothing was ready for tralaing yot. The shed
fav soil storiag reooiacd empty ; wo coolis bad worked on soll digglng
and staring. The machines, though put under cover, were mof movued into
operatlag positlon and trainees had sob come in full mwaber 23 roquested

an my previous trip to Bleo.

The sfiornoos of Fridey aud the whole duy Satunday .

up the coonectisgy rod I the hydesolic maschine, o

the plug ia tha Listor mixer, and oilfsg aod mmmm

with the valushle help of chsulfewr 3:ngs A trip was wale Satarday mnhg
vo BJdring, 35%x North, to have a split-pin kole ism the commeobiag yod
re=-bors. A basboo screen was ordered for tho tralafamg period becanso uo
steal scroun was cvailable in Saigoa,.

Saturday ot. 5 was 3 duy of big Catholle Calehrstien and all the
tralooos stoyed hack in thelr villages.

On  onday =oring, iee. &6, with tha belp of the traisees progent the
aydraclic acehine was moved iato operating positican. And the training
started i3 the afternoon with | tralmeos from Tanlla, 4 from Tan Thanh anﬂ
3 (aa=Phat, - 11 in all o aqnlnst ths required 25 (7 for the wuinget, &
for an Eilssa (raa each of the ” Ceaters). The 4 trainees from Ton o ware
agsignad to the Hnget, fhe rust from Ten Thanh snd Ten Phat were taught
the operation of the dlisoa and soll aixiag.

All thoso troublos, It wos found, were caused by the faot that tho
1izo iefujes Committso did not have svallable fumds to hire a mechanic
to jot the oachines ready and pay the conlios to dig and storo soil, The
Iralnses were " volontesring ™ workers dotalled by tha isfugee Cantors on
2 rotatlag basis waile thoy were heving worrles building their oun houses.
“oreover thoy wore not poid too.

The aatter was takan up before the Jeo. & meetiag of the lofujes
Comultier and It wag Jeelded that an advanse be mads by the P15 Soclsl
isotina Lo cover Lho operation expeases pending a fusnds sllocation from
Salgen for ilat purpose, Thanks to this desision coolies and N more
woriors were hirsd to got sofl and complete the Winget erew.

Another declsion mads by tho Comudttee hod it that ealy Tan-Phat

and Dan=Cleah wlll rocoivo aa Zllsea each, Ton U will have the benefit

of posor-prossed blocks turnod sat by the Wluget. The remaiaing 2 Eilsous
are assimed to Sougah and Jao®inh village (Orend), respectively 30 and

15 it South of isiat, Wr. Lo Plchon was asked to sond frulasces from those
two ceantors down to Also to joln &a the trolaing. As they did not show up
Fridoy Doc. 10, it Bas boem rogquestad that thoy come to Tes Thanh and Tan
Pint to jot troised by whe Rilson crees of these two esaiors.
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Yet o trip to Sougah snd lactiinh is secassary to me for reutine site
seleoting, soll saupling and fleld supervision.

! n Jee. ?, 2 of the Lllsons were moved 1o Ton Thaeh and Tan Phas,
che days of Ues. 9 oad 1O were spout in field supsrvisios betwees iso,
Ta.: Fhunh zad Tas Phat. Ia the af%ermgon of Jeo. 10 g brief talk on
bloek laylmy and enrth-block construction was held with the futhors In
cLarge of tue cenlers,

Thag prevaliing type of soll st Blao ond the surroundings is the rad
sg-called Torrite. Lo lamps It is hard and coarss, but whes wot and
compoclel 1L turns clayey and stleky. Satisfastery hand-pressed blocks
wore ande with conont at tho rutlo of 1 part of ocemest te O parts of
soll und 75 litars of uator per tom of mixture., Iha psrar-pressod soil
blocs<s do mot yieid emouy: sizength. Satisfastoery ponmer-progsed biocks
w&miMQ wég 2% of comeat (csoont content for fousdstiom blocks sgill
renaing at .

Thae dinget uew L8 aversglag 400 blocks a dey. AS to the Ellsons
at Tan Phat and T o Thash, thoy will met be lg produstion befove ut

least a fortndght, the rofugess of theso two ceimters delng busy buildlag
dwolling=-housos,
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