M, H. B. Adler, Chief, Fleld Servige Lese 30, 1954
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48 an interpreter for the International Control Commisaion, presently

in Mustrang, 1% 18 cvident that the lack of sesurity in thls area is
serious, 11 feeling between the French and Vietnam Army personnel

is =0 stro:f that soveral deaths have resulted in the past two weoeks,

Mr, Courtial reported that two French officers and two French civilians |
were iilled on the road to Dalat last week, Two additional French E
officers were killed om a road in the south of the province, A fight i
in the towm of Hhatranﬁilaat-wwek between two groups of Vietnam Army i
personnel in which machine -uns were used resulted in 10 deaths. _
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) Peraonal conversution with two Camadian officers, members
of the International Jontrol Comaiasion, substantiated these TopOrts,

In conversation with Mr, Le Ban Chan, ieting Chief of Provinmce,
it was revealed that the Shief of Irovince found it necessary to move
Lo Zalron in order to protect his 11fe, which had been threatened.
rresent local rovermment officilals are 4n constant fear of Yietnamese
Aray abuse and thraats,

{'r, Chan additionallﬂ'reports that deserters {rom the Vietnam
Army are very mumerous in the hills throughout the province and are a
menace to anyone travelins through the area without an escort,

These reports of conditions appear to be too fresuent to be
anythin: but authsantic, Yho 18 right or wron- in the differe¢nces be=
tween the VN irmy and the provincial officisls and between the Vietnam
A and the #rench does not alter the faet that such aections are
seriously affeeting the morale of the people, the rovernment ofilcials
and the refurees from the north,

i contimuation of these conditions will handicap the opera
tiogs of the Vietnan sovernnent in lmplemanting USOM rehabilitation
Mo jects, ’
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