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Richard J. ~. P'l.ldRepr.seBta~iv. 
9 ••• 1. ........ lUOna IB !Chanh Boa l'Z'Ov1noe 

".. information received trom Mr. Jacques Courtial, who 
, ... ln~ Eor the International Cont.rol COlllll1 •• io~, preaently 
in .......... 1~ 1e eridet that the lack of aeOUl"S.t1 1n tn18 area 1s 
hr1owa. 1J.l EMling between the French and Vietnam Army personnel 
U 80 st1"One that SOTeral deathll have resulted in the past two weeka. 
Mr. COurt1al reported tha~ t\lo'O French officers and two French civilians I 
wre ktlled Oil tu 1"OIld to Datat laet week. Two acld1t1onal FreQCh .l 
officers were killed on a 1"Oad 1n the BOuth ot the provi.nce. A tight 
1n the to_ or Hhatrang laut w«>ek between two groups of Vietnam Army 
perso:mel 1n which machine ,una were oed fteu1\ed in 10 deaths. 

Personal conversAtion with tll!) Canadian ofticers, mombers 
of' :..he InternatIonal Oontrol Commiseion, subat.ant<lated the.e reports. 

In conversatioft with Mr. Le Ban Gban, Acting Chief of ProvillC&. 
it wan revealed that t.he Ohier of Province found it necessary to move 
to Saieon 1n orde .. to protect hi8 lite, which had been threatened. 
i'resent local r.OVf)l't'IrlIent ofUc1als are 1n constant tear of 7ietnamese 
,inny abuse and -threat_. 

Ilr.Chan additionally reports that deserters from the '/let-nam 
Army are very llUIlleroue 1a the hill. throughout the province <In(i are a 
menace to anyone travel1n" throUgh the area Without an .scort. 

Tha.e reports ot conditions Appear t.o be too frequent to be 
llIty'thin;' but autbantic. 1tlho 18 right. or wron,: 1n the d1ff'erenceo be­
tween the VN A~ and the provincial ofricials and between the Vietnam 
Army and the ?rench coes not alter the fact that such actions are 
seriously af1'ecting the morale of the people, t.he t;overnment ofi'icials 
anc'. the retu,eees trom tho north. 

A continw:ltion ot the.e condi tiona will handicap !~he opera­
tions of the ViotMr.l fOverJlC1ent in' implelllOnt1ng USOH rehab1litation 
projects. 
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