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D. G, Lavergas, Asst. Dir. for Resebs & enab,  Dece 31, 1954
H. He. B m" GM.‘, llol.d Soﬂh! }
Weekly Sitwation epors = Wesk Ending Dec. a5

The holiday ssason has resulted in & ddasmaption in communications
from Maiphong and therefore it is not possible to inglude the statisti-

sal sumsary o} evasuation of refugess {rom Eaiphong in this wesk's reports -

A perscnal visit te Haiphong indisated that the suabers of relugeecs
awaiting transporsation southward had {ncreased o almost 13,000, satu-

sien
was delayed for repairs in she Phiiippinua, and it was not expegved %o
load at Haiphong until the 27%h of December. To mest this situation,
French milita:{ suthorities Iave stepped up Lhe wirlift to relieve some
of the congestion in she SwipSe s is in line with the agreement tO
use the airlifc vhensver sed Sransport facilicies are ynable to mest the

svasuation demands,

Bsoapsee opersiions nave convinued at the rate of approximataly
£00 g:: day thre the wsual oscipe channels from the gouthern della
erov es, In siom, approximately 3,000 persons haye cscaped from
inh, an ares whish has been under Copmunial domination for many years.
The escape from Vinh 1s sonpidered to be of espeeial signifiocance by
Catholie officials tn the north, These escapoans have had lomg associa=
gion with Communi sl domination and were found to be rendy and eager UO
sceept the first sppertunity to escape. Local authoriiies in Hairpbong
stated that & request had boen forwarded o Saipon for some 8 ecial re=~

eeption for sheso persons, who will be arriving on the U. 90 Na S General

Howzae.

Roth Freach and Vieunnnbl. authorivies estimate that ab least
30,000 persons will leave she Naiphong parisias sone within the next few
sonths, Theas will be evacuses from the area still urder French control,

and the figure does not include potential sssapess during tho sime pericds

The situation in the Don Gal and Campha Port sectors of the zone is ré=
ried to be arisigal, The Yietainh are peported to have gonpletely in-
rilsrated this sactor of the some in which ile Charbonnage ¢u ronkin
nines and procassing plants are lecated. Vistainh domimation of The aVek
has bean such that at least one local priest reaponaible for the @vaguas
vion of refugees in Yon Oai has asked to be relieved hesause iy is im~
posaible for him te operate in she aren, 1f chis situation continues,
avaguation [rom an area supposedly #2111 under Frenoch control will cake
a form morsg nearly that of an ascape® program than an evacuation rrogrile
The Prench military autherities in Haiphony are aware of this situatlon
and are atoampting Lo provide adeouats gecurity until he ipal handover's

here are no ChaREes 1n the svacuaiion of american=aid aupplies
‘ the arede ihe Froneh military authorities respongible lor this
svasuation stated ye:tbiv.ly that all American-aiﬂ equipment, including
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thau used by <adio Haiphong, would be evasuated without cuestion, In
addition, it has beem deeided locally to consider material and equip-
ment property of the Vietnamesze foumt which is of American manue-
facture to be of Amerigan-aid origin and thereifore eligible for evacu-
ation with further review. This is merely a device to insure the
evacuntion of a maximum of the best public works and cther squipment
in the hands of the Vietnamese services in the north,

Vietnamese Delozue Luat reported that Hadame Ngal, direstress
of the An Lac Vien Orphanage, will depart for Saigon on 2 Januag to
diseuss the evagcuation and reestablishment of her orphanage in the south,
Madame Mgai will discuss this projeet with the Commissioner for rwefugees
andjrcpnammtins of the Vietnamese .ied Cross who will assist in the
projsct, .

The office of the Commiasioner for fefugees and :esettlement
reported an inersase of 4,359 persons in the resetilement areas, bring-
ing the total to 217,412 on the 28th of December, for South Vietnam,

The Commissioner's office was again unuble to provide any
statistics on resstilement in cencral Vietnam, During this week the
newly appointed field repreamtutive at Whatrang bagan an inveatigation
of the reporting wethods used by the resestlement services in southern
central Vietnam, His preliminary findinge indicate a breakdown between
the provineial lsvels and the office of the Delegue for central Vietnam
in Hue. A specific regommendation for the corrsction of this aitustion
will be forthecoming in the near future,

In addivion to the problem of reporting progress in this area,
it appears that provinelal offisials in Khanh Hoa province are not re-
ceivinf che full benefits of the program administered by the Commis-
sioner’s office. 1his azain appears to be a problem of poor administra-
tive communications betwesn Saigon and the ivrovincial areas of central
Yietnam. ihe lack of security in the area 1s such that local offilcials
are unable to fulfill their duties and responsibilities for fear of
physisal attack., OSeparate reports on this situation are bsing prepared
for sulmission to you.

In the sowthwest provinges of southern Vietnam seeurity condi-
tions appear to be deteriorating to a point at which the possibilitlies
for any eivil admimistration are mow questionable, The Chiefsol the
Provinces of Vish Leng, Can Tho and See Trang all deseribed the Hoa Hao
elements withis thasr areas as vandalas and terrorists, ihey stated
unanimeusly shat they were unable to arrest free Hoa Hao terrorism in
their previnses, :

ae1 Program & fequirements”
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