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Conditions here remain steady, little expressed unre.t, but a general II 
drop off in population, number of atore., vehiclee, and buainea. actiTity. 
There i. a growing deeire to evacuate south on the part of all cla8se8. 
I believe it can be eafely stated that the attitude ie growing, both in 
Haiphong and behind the curtain, t~ward increaeed die.atiefaction with the 
rule of the Viet Minh, and thia ia generally and lorcelully atated on every' 
hand. The cha.irmlUl of Me Eyacuation Committee aaya that at no time eince 
before the' ",.r haa the feeling been so strong on the subject, and he looks ~ 
for a substantial movement south which will be reflected in both material 
and re fugee s • 

Relations continue to be good. The only peraonal report I can make to 
the contrary' is a brief incident I had in the form of a tomato which hit 
my windshield on the way in from one of the camp.. We could use the person 
that threw it - it ",.8 a dead center shot. Glad it wa. not anything more 
leathal. Col. Jones waB with me, and I take Bati.faction that it must have 
been meant for him I 

My conference in Hong Kong was definitely worthwhile, and I am eager for JP. 
the conference you mentioned to be held in the near future in Saigon in order ~. 
to discus our findings with you. I feel they are too long and too inVOlve~. ~j\ 
to take apace in this report. (\ .. /\ t" 

Material: . {l 
A list of remaining material has been given me which I feel is not com- ;I~"~ 

plete, but is a atep in the right direction. The list includes some forty 
vehicles, but takes little else into consideration. Twenty two of these -
wi11 be coming on a ship within two weeka. Tomorrow 8,2915 barrels of a.PhaltJL 
are leaving Haiphong·for Saigon along with two section of a "Canadian Barge" 
which i8 claimed i8 AEA eqUipment. I Baw no reason to argue. The other . 
unit has already been sent by French Ship. There will be an additional load II 
of asphalt ..men the "Sword Knot" returnB from this trip. We had room for \ \ 
all the AEA asphalt, but a shortage of dunnage made it a BubBtantial BaTing 
to dela7 the laat part until the dunnage waB returned. Will you please ensure 
the return of the dunnage. The Captllin of the ship has aIreBay been instructed. 
It .807 proTe helpful to put action portions in red, which I shall try to do 
in the future. In! general I feel that the end of J&Dua~ will Bee all our 
material out except for cutajn yebi.clei1itilcli alreadY I::!-ve asBilDed a 
.~heilu:te.of _evac~~~~on .. .!~-,= .... _~ .. ~~~ joinL.!RlJiLrch. Alao the USOIi fumi ture 
will be lelt"til1 a rater date. \fufi you could Bend Mr •• Chambers up here 
for a few days to accept or reject the furniture in Qur Dame. Some of the 
Frigidaires are in bad shape in my opinion, but'not knowing supplies and 
.tandards there, it ia hard to determine if they should be ahipped. Nuff said. 
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As a matter of record, it should be noted that the military evacuation 
is proceeding ahead of 8chedule, and by end of January, it ahould be well 
in hand. The use of four American LSTs are proving a big help, and the 
other American shipa are doing a fine job as well. 

Refugees I 
The detailed report is to be found in a seperate submission g1v1ng camp 

populations and movement. In general, there has been little increase in 
numbers or type of escapee. The reaSons for coming, the method of escape 
and there general condition of the escapees is unchanged. 

As you are well aware, it Seems 10 be a habit of the Viet Namese to tend 
to either misrepresent or exagerate plane. The latest was started by the 
Secretary General of the Viet Namese Confederation of Christian Workers who, 
it was reported, indicatea-a mOTement or-YOrkers amounting to 200,000 Tn the 
next two montha. It turns out the entire Confederation haa 200,000 Yorkers, 
and there is an eatiaated 25,000 in Tonkin yhich is the potential to draw 
f~. What part of that number Will come only time will tell. Aa you know, 
the Navy is rather eager to pass on to Sabin all such rumors and gossip, and 
it is often given a cloak of truth. My oyu attitud~ is that we should invest­
igate without comment, and certainly without action being taken before the 
pattern has become clear. We have talked though how we could care for a very 
substantial increase should it happen, and we can care for any increase with­
out requesting an additional ship until the problem is directly on us. There­
fore, unless you indicate otherwise, I will not foward the rumors. 

The first ten thousand blankets have been issued, and the additional 13,000 
are docking today. Many thanks for your prompt action. Practically none of 
the blankets have found their way into the market. I am tild only 8ix in all. 
That is rather remarkable and points up the need we have had. 

I would al'l'redate a briefing on the air lift. Who has paid for it, how 
many plnnes wel"e seL "side daily for this purpose, if it is in use still, 
and if not, can it be turned on again should the need arise? The air lift 
haa been used in recent months for the citizens of Haiphong only, and it is 
supposed to haTe stopped as of January 1, a matter which I have not been 
able to check on with certainty. 

The Evacuation Committee is asking for an increase in the amount of money II 
to give to the escapees while here in Haiphong. It amounts to seven pa a day 
now plus rice. I am not ready to indicate my concurance from this end. Lee 
is circulating around in the camps to get a solid story on need, temper, etc. 
This is a Vietnamese problem of course, but they are nice enough to ask my 
advice, and I am honest with them. They also asked for permiSSion to issue 
100m8 and spindles for weaving to the refugees. I turned this down, and they 
are abiding by it. Pointed out this ia a transit camp, not a reaettlement 
camp, and that we would be happy to move the looms to Saigon for issuance 
the re to the re fugee •• 

In view of the fact that I will be coming south within a week, I think 
this ia enough for today. Selah 

"CONFIDENTIAL" 

~ .. ____ "~< _____ ...... ___ J 

National Archives and Records Administration ~ RG 469/Entry 1455 
Box 5 ~ Folder 7 
Weekly ~ Haiphong, 1954~1955 ~ Classified 

25 


