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B.nuary i, I90r;. 

of the _ MiS$i~n: 'pireC"tor 
for N'o'ith Viet' 'Nom 

'il,. Speci .. l Refugee Le~ding Report ';1" 

'," 
In tIlo·! ... t . pouch I reported on the .. boTe subjectll'i th limited knoll'ledge, 

or perM" •. 1> _Guu. uy, before the .tory 11'&8 cO!IIpleted. I h •• Hated .. t the 
ti_, ,not.lI'_ting to .. ppe .. r h .. lf cocked, hut I 11'''. e .. ger to cor-tah the pouch 
befere it left. The next d .. y 1 .ent .. telegr .. m ... king you to ignore the re­
port till I ..... s able to provide .. more complete story. Here it i •• 

Prior to the day oCloadinllj, Cell. Creziat .. nd the French tran8pelrt .. tion 
group di.cu8.edthe target ·n .. be.,. for .theship"llntof refugee.. The French 
indicated th .. t 3,500 lI'a. a good .figure, .and Cd. Crozi .. t indicated that he 
felt it could be lIore. Therefore, the targe~ •. e.t 1':a. 4,000. Late in the 
.. fternoon prhr.-too the lIorning ItC lo .. ding, incj.h .. tionsll'ere that this number 
had been too consery .. tive. not only bec .. u •• 0.'. the regul .. r nUlllb"r re .. dy to 
move, but .. lao bec .. us. of the introduction .into tile pict-ure. \>f.a labor group 
who lI'ished to goa. a unit. This group 1I'&nted ~peci .. l publicity which lI'''S 
1I'0rked up with the Vietnamese .. nd the USIS. It composed wh .. t· ...... thought to 
be a vanguard of m .. ny more to come l .. ter ... discu.sed in another report en­
closed in the l .. st pouch. 

On the morning of loading. the regul .. r refugees. h'o" camps Yere t .. ken first, 
and when the 4.000 figure 11'''. re .. ched. C .. pt. S .. oli. assist .. nt to Rubin ... id 
th .. t that ..... s aU. pennitting only one mere cOIIIpletef&llUy of 12 addithnal 
to l.ad. About a dozen trucks loaded lI'ith camp refugees vere returned to camp. 
The laborer. had not loaded. This 1I'&S brought to the attention of the Governor 
by the Evacuation Committee, (off the record lI'ith the help of Col Jones) and 
the Governor immedi .. tely got ahold of the Admir .. l QuerTille requesting an addi­
tional boat to take these 1I'0rkers out to the HOll'ze. The Admiral consented and 
after appropri .. te f .. nfare. off they lI'ent. The ~'rench Transport .. tion section 
was furious, and repercussions beg .. n early the next morning. COl Crozi .. t h .. d 
a talk wi th Major D' Achon who app .. rently lI'as 'Lhe .. ost .. nnoyed. and Croziat 
pointed out that .. ny figure 1I'&S only .. target. and should not be rigidly held 
to. He explained that an economical load Should be at least 3.500. but th .. t 
the ship could handle at least 5.000. On one occassion it took 6,000, but it 
lI'as generally .. g~eed by all concerned that in this yinter lI'eather it ya. too 
many to cope with. The situation has noll' quieted down. and peace reign.s once 
more. 

My basic contention that llubin ia an obstructionist is correct. hOll'ever, and 
I still feel that he and his section are determined to .. ake things difficult. 
My feeling is that lI'e can cope lI'ith hi .. , but that 11'9 lI'ill haTe such situations 
as this f .. cing uS whenever there is a loophole fa·r him to inject trouble. He 
has expressed in no uncertain terJBs his discontent lI'ith A1Berican p"rticip .. tion 
in the evacuation, and this colors his actions at all times. I feel that he 
would like to see the air lift st .. rted again, his re .. Sons being many possibly. 
I am not fool enough to accuse him of graft, although lI'e knOll' that people paid 
money in order to be pl .. ced on the .. ir loading list. The gr .. ft lI'as probably 
only in Vietnamese circles. and Rubin's desire for the air lift lI'as limited to 
his desire to send the people on French pl .. nes so they could receive the credit. 
Anyw .. y. peace reigns once more in Haiphong. 
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We have been entertaining Mra. Blake who tells me ahe ia joining the staff 
in Saigon in Handcraft. She wanted to see examples of the work done here, 
and we showed her around with her husband and one other lady from Saigon, 
I doubt if the trip had any real value, although she feels it had. Things 
are rapidly cloBing up here, and I would Buggest you discourage such visits, 
unless you yourself are convinced it has real value. I am not attempting 
to control who comes - that is not my place, but USIS lost the use of a car 
for three and one half day. to permit us to have a car at the disposal of 
the party. One day was spent in a trip to the coal mines which had little 
-to do wi th any duty. My candid opinion was t.hat they wanted to cOllIe for 
pleasure only. That i8, of course, up to you, but I diBlike giving up a 
car, interpreter and driver when ita value i. ao limited. Aa I wrong??? 

One final point on the subject of material. I find increasing resistance 
in obtaining vehicles for shipment south. The Miniatria. have flatly re-
fused to send them at this time. I had a long conference with Luat last \ 
night to try and break it loose, but am not too pptomi.tic. March may be 
the earliest we can hope to clean out the place. I am trying to determine 
if any American shipping wi 11 be available at that time, and if not, if I 
can get an assurance from the French to ship the .tuff - without coat. 

Word has just been received of an early arrival of the plane - time to 
close. 

/I.J[~-J ' 
Roger K. Ackley 

P.S. - I am not keeping copies of my confidential reports - please saTe 
them at your end. 
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