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FROM 1 Randall V. Prakes

SUBJECTY P;hdqﬁﬁ\SQliui of ﬁoi§$£1Qn0nt'o£iSVH-Popﬁlatidn in
Long My Distriet, Soc Trang Province,

Piedd Tepors Mo, Fi- Ul

In the eompany of lir, Luu, Minissry of agrigulturs, I visited
the Districe of long Ny, Provings ef oo Tramg to note present
resettlenent of this arga, The town of lLong My has been partlally
rebuilt by returniag inhabitants in the last two months, Hcvagzes
of war had lqvtluﬁutho_hulldtn%:‘;nd redusad the town to nothing
but foundstions of buildings, There is acceas to‘Lani M{ only b;h
boat at presansy sinse roads leading %o Lonz Ny are destroyed, The
Shorte!tgrﬁu‘.ﬂgﬂkhﬂat MNy.is by JSeep to Cay Hong, about 40 km south

= of Can Th'.?'{ﬂ?fhﬂtﬂ gguhtrip‘tuqu about 2 hours by bost along
| irrigation canals and ths Cal River, '

The road f Gm-l?ns,w Long My, akout 12 ka, is destroyed
by mine hales and thers is an ares about. 100 meters long that is
destroyed g:uflqsaly.ufhcrﬁ ars also some bridges destroyed., The

So¢ Tra bli

¢ Horke is now sterting repair but it will take anm
astimated 4 menths before this road is scmpleted, There is a road
from Soe Tramg te lLong My but it too is impgssable for about 20 Im
from Ceigrau to\Lonf My, In the Long My Distriet thére have been 15
villages built within the last 3 montha, with a total population of
about. 50,000 people, These villsges are t Thuan Hung, Bong Tri,
Vi Thanh (now & port of iach Gia Province but to be msde & part of
“or Trane in near future), Long Thu, Hoa im, Xa Phienr, Vinh Tuong,
Vinh Thuzn Dong, Vinh Vien, and Hom Luu,

with the assistance of the Jiinistry of .griculture & ‘ice
Cooperstive has been organized in these 10 villages, The logal
merbers of this Cooverative were electad at « mesting held at the
time of my visit, Their hope is to market their rice themaelves and
cut transportatlon snd handling coats now charged by various middle=
wen, The Chief of the. District is the Commandant of the Vietnamese
lst Bettalion who handles ascurity and rebuilding in this ares.
fla receives500 piasters a month for this position aa Distriet Chief
but it is not nearly sdegdate in relstiecn to the wivil reaponsibilie-
ties which he 18 required to wamuue,

‘ The general program of resettlement in Long My aprears %:be

going very well, However, 1 visited only the town of Long My, singe

there is no opportunity to visit the other villazes exceft&ﬁ&'ba&t.

This requires sn extended trip which was not a part ofihgiirranges

ments for my visit, The attitude 18 zood and there is dvidence of

much a&ctivity, However, the Cormandant of the lst Bqttﬁ&%pn indigates

that the local people wait for the soldiers to show thé wey with d11

of the work before they join in, This indicates a nesd for some typh

of fundamental eommunity development activity in this. area in the S :

near future., If any permanent and lzxsting rebuil:ing ie td be accome . . |

Eliahed, now is the time for tt to astort, I shall recomménd to Mr,';.

‘gllerman of the Church World Service, that his organizztion seriofide ‘
M
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/(/ ly consider thls ares 48 a sultable one for a project,

Some of the apparent needs at thia time dre as follows ;

1. A positeive program of news dissemination and information
to counteract the Vietminh propaganda,

24 -Two DDT sBPray units and DDT powder for the Distriet, The
VN Army has qualified personnel to man these units,

3., Additional drugs and equipment for medical vare in excess
of the standard first aid kit which have been distributed
in each vidlage,

ke & well construction program 1s necessary since all water
resently gomes from river and within a few weeks thig will
o nalty."Wblls“wtrtwrtquuntod'1n & letter to the Chief
‘of Province of Soc Trang dated December 28, 1954, Copiee
of ‘the lettér s attached vo this report, N

5. Wire _inwulktors, and other equipment for lighting s
_;“rpququd“'k_lar'c diesel generator has been delivered here
for prdviding 8lsctric power in the 3 km ares around Lo
My, Trained techniciang are reportedly available to Put this
into ‘use, Howaver, there is o adeessory equipment to make
“this extremely vaiuable Plece of ARA pro{erty usable so
it is sitting idle, The generator is atill in the original
crate and is guarded by VN soldiers at all tinmea,
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