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Feb, 10, 1955

FIELD TRIP AKD INSPECTION REPORT

To: Chief, Program Support Division

‘From: Re C, Trout - . - S ,

Furpose of Trip: Utilization of the Radio mquipment at Radio
Haiphong.

Length of 3tay: January 26 thru January 29 and February 1 thry
‘February 6, 1955

- Farsonnel Participating: Mr, HRay C. Trout, Philco Contract Engineer

Personnel Contacted: Mr, RHoger Ackley, USOM Field Service
: Lt, Col, Jones, MAAG, USA

MajJor Ralph Walker, MAAG USAF

Lt, Col, Croizat, MAAG USNC

ir, Austin, USIS

My, Franklin, USIS

Mr, Nhung, Director of Radio Halphong

Col, Riner, Chief of Civil Affairs for
Haiphong

MajJor Ehrat, Asst. to Cal. Riner for Radio
Transmission Equipment.

The writer arrived in Haiphong on January 26 via dir Vietnam. The
writer then promptly prepared a list of Radio Haiphong equipment,
bw serial number, and submitted this list to Col., Ripmer for evacua-
tion approval, Col, Riner indicated at that point that approval

of the equipment would be forthcoming on the 29th of January and
that French air transportatioa could be obtained. The writer was
¢ontacted on the 28th of January by Major Ehrat and was imformed

at that time that the equipment -1ist supplied to Col, Riner has been
listed as a public utility at the Phu Lo Conference and had been
requested returned to Hanoi by the Viet Minh: (The Phu 4.e commis-
slon was convened on Oct, 4, 1954 and consisted of representatives
from France, Vietnam and the Viet Minh who were to list . items to

be considered Public Utilities in Hanoi which included a total of
137 different installations in Hanoi), Major &“hrat indicated that
if the Viet Minh opposéd the removal of Radio Haiphong equipment
that the issue would have to be resolved by the ICC. He implied
that this could be 2 long time period but that if a request, suvbe
stantiated by the proper procurement and shipping documents, was
made for only the RCA 1 KW Transmitter and the 5 KW motor generator

~that a speedy approval could be obtained by . the proper agencies

concerned.,

The writer, ‘at this point, returned to Saigon via Air Vietnamety
disguss the proposal of Major Ehrat and obtain the proper documents
discussed by Major Bhrat.

The documents were presentad te Majer Ehrat on 2 Fabruary a{ a con~
ference attended by Mr. Nhupg, the Hajor and the writer. The sub-
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,f£$:cuation approval was obtained from proper authorities on the
.~ evening of February 4. This authorization requested a 5-~day ad-
o vance notice before evacuation and is signed by General Cogney.
P Evacuation date w1ll be determined at a future date.

gpsarvatlons while in Hiaphong:

Radio Saigon proved to be vefy pepular in Nerth Vietham. Hadio
Haiphong was second in popularity and Radio Hanoi thipd Radio
Hanoi programming is very repetitlous. .

Short wave recaption is good, many people prefer short wave recep-
tion due to vadety of stztions.

Medium wave reception from Radio Saigon occcurs intsrmittently at
Hanoi, The 5 KW transmitter at Phu Tho should improve this situation.

To secure a large medium wave audience in North Vietnam, it will be
neceagary to improve the programming of Radio Vietnam so that the
listening audience will prefer the Radio Vietnam Programs and will
abandon short wave reception,

_ The most popular programs are news and music programs, It is the
‘ writers opinion that the radio station with the latest news releases
and frequent news releases will have the greatest listening audience,

Estimates of radio receivers in the north run as high as 150,000,
Note: Above comuents are based on conversations with various Viet-
namese persons from Haiphong and Hanoi.

Hie to the fluid situation in Haiphong at the present time, all
equipment that is to be evacuated should be done so rapidly. This
situation will change after the conference on 1 March between the
French, ICC, and Viet Nlnh on evacuation of equipment.

Since evacuation pollcy is not on a concrete basis the evacuation
approval obtained for the RCA Transmitter may not be valid after
&8 two or three week time lapse or will reqguire additional effort,
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