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The 20th .meeting of the Volunte.~y Agencies Coordinl:'.ting 
Committee W£I.S fully a.ttended as all ~epresentatiyes ware in Saigon 
for tl.e first twe in many ,(eel,s. 

After a short discussion of the ~·e:)ort-ch(1.rt l'eques·~ee. by 
USOE on ,·/hioh each Agency ~Tould 3~10W past I p~'esent and exrected 
relief items etc., hsgr. ilal'nett ste.rteo. the mOL'nin~'s I'e~jorts by 
ste.ting t:.e.t for the ~TC:'JC, the Ch~'ist::las J;1l'oject of d.istl'ibutio"" of 
surplus foods ~/as terminated ::mt bccC!.1.tse of' 6:l1:istiI1C. l'c(:.ulations of 
the sh:!.p:~ing t;gency in ~.,b.ich 3 months D1USt elapse beforo. it "ill be 
possible to obte.in e.esi~ed listing of cargo they would hlwo to \/ait 
thl.'.t long before Imowing whe.t had a\:ld llhat 11e.c' not arl'ivec'. on the 
S.S. hontcdm. lIowever ::C~'rChad received 19,020 be.les of. used 
clothi:.lg from the St<:.tes, all oi T;!hich had been ::';Ol'tod. in States 
exce~ting the last Shipraent of IT::lich 205 bc:les ~TOre U'ls01'ted. The 
clothes had been sortee into 10 o.i1':tereEt categories \1111ch enab3.ed 
them to know roughly I·,hat is the:..'o. 

Barrels of dried mill: c~istributed in South Vietl1E'.Jl: to date 
numbel'cd s.pp1'oximately 5,000. Due soon u1'e 2,000,000 Ibs. ~ll'ied 
millt e.t"d 7 mo:..'e shi;lluents of Surplus Foods aI'€) en :.;'mlte to SaiGon 
for ':C11C. This first quarter shiplilent cOl:.tains:-

750 Tons flour •. llocated pel' month for ·Vietn:;.lll 
120,000 lbs. butter 
750,000 lbs. cheese 
250, 000 Ibs. ShOl'tel.ing 
500,000 lbs. butt or oil 
240,000 liquid mil:!.:: in c.?ns (this iTas s. forgotten item) 
360,000 lbs. cotton seee oil 

Second qual'tol' shipment tllUS h.r app .. ovec~ to contain:-

1,000,000 lbs. dried mille 
100,000 lbs. cheese 
300,000 lbs. butter oil 
500,000 lbs. sho:;.'tenino; 

Nsgr. Harnett also reported the.t l:e he.d received 10}OOO 
l-iaternity kits (formerly called "l';clcome Kits") .c.ssclJIbled oy ·tho 
P.efugee Committee of t11e Al'JAS, that trlesol"ould be given to new 
mothers as their babies "_l'l'ived. ;:e ",ould lilce additional kits as 
2,102 l'esponses 11ad come from 38 centers ~Then requestet: for :"1UIllber 
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of be.bies born since begili..."line of "Operation Exodus". To dOl.te 1,752 
ne" babies I:,re expected in these 38 centers in the next 3 months. 

Asked about tho Cooperatives Hsgr. r:arnett r,ep1ied thrt 17 
cooperatives we;;:-e currently llorking. A very s.uccessfU1 enterprise 
is the charcoal C001)err.tive f'.t Bui Chu vihere the hand-bt:iJ.t hurnel's 
and sheds employed 200 people. These also have 2 carts and It oxen 
for delivery of tileil' ch('.rcoa1. All of these seemec. to be capable 
persons. 

Another successful coopere.tiv6 is e. :;:>ebble ::-i t wi,ich brines <I 
in about 35 Piastres per day 1'01 each of Ito persons. NCWC 111".<1 . i 
invested 200,000 Piastres in tins aLd they care only to ;mow if 
the group has e. Good fine.:lcial =,1<'.l1 and gOOG organization 'v1 thin 
themselves otherllise' full l~.berty is left ·to the coo::;>erative. The 
usual organizatiOn seems to be for a mc.ste::.' coopel'ativa ,<lith sub-
sections such as the chr.rcoal cooper::.tj.ve ~1:iich repays the ::laster 
coo;Jerative. For example - Tan Lai 1:1".3 charcoal, dyeine; \':ctwing, 
bricl;: 1:ilns etc. A'Sked if tho W6cwers made· their looms on the spot 
or brought them f.'om the north, L.sgr. El.'.rnett replied t:v.t they 
were made on the spot but they noeded raw materials for ,·Teavj.ne. 
At Chi Hoa t1::.e little cooperative there was having tro1..lJlc marltet-

. il1.g their' mats because of Chinese subsidized industries e.lready 
e:cisting in Sc>.igon e.:1d C:.olon. 

Inte;;:-esting to all \Vas the inio:i'lllE'.tion tha.t lTCI'lC haC-. 
promisee, the Bien Hoa refugees a lllodel chic1:o11. farm. This se.emod 
very sound pl'oject for the lli"l.iertile S011..,3.:.:'ea of Bien Hoa. 

hr. Wiens of the llCC st"rted ::is J.'e',:'cl't by statin.:; tl1at 
his "Poi11setta" distribution '\JaS vL'tu.::,lJ.j' cum,loted. :ie was r.>.ther 
disa;>pointed however, boce.use e.fte:,:· haYii'l.g over;)" ya~'t very \/ell . 
planned 9.1"l.e::. ol'ganize'd at tr:e roceivil1g are2. j.n DC'.la,!!, the R2.il Rop..c. 
die. not kee:) thoir commitment on .ceUvery 'ihich causee::. t;-,o trucItin;,; 
::;>lens to fa.ll through -so the G.8.tes of al'rival to f:illal recipients 
were not reliable. Discovered after t:le distribution "ras fi11is',ec. 
was the fact that the greatest real ,1eed for these food ita;ns 
existed among the tribal peoplo \,hose rice crops h£'.d beer, destl'o~'e('. 
b" wep..ther end·vEI.I'. Clothes and 20 to,1S of Nelulonito-canned meet 
had been' distril:mted to the Da12,t area ;:ef\\gees. SOil.:,') \laS ctll';:'ontly 
being given to them. 

l'ir. \'liens informed the.t his oI'f,;;>niz<,.t:!.ol1' s sci1.Gme .for 
. community development \'1er6 plaTh."l.e<l: not only for l'efugees but for 
suohexisting villages or tri.brtl groups also needing such Msist­
e..'1.ce. This would involve e. ~~',:er-type toam wi'th uorkers "l1.tl~ some 
training in first aid socid ~T01'k, and hen.dy-mal1-practical-fellow 
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type .01' helpers. While these are not experts their assistance would 

be stimulating though maybe a little slow. 

Mr. Klein reported that CARE had distributed 1,000 blankets 

for the ~ area in Central Vietnam. A cable had been received . 

advising that there were available for him 3,500 cases of Baby Food. 

He was aWaiting answers to his quertes of the Ninistryof Health as 

to the eValuation of their use of this kind of food. He asked the 

members for discussion of the practicability of these goods for 
Vietnamese babies. All thought these woul·d be most useful especially 

for small institution groups where controls could be kept on babies 
most needing this kind of nourishment. 

CARE had given 25 cases of aureomycin and streptomycin and 

1,000 syringes with needles to the "Operation Brotherhood l1 medical 

teams and several thousand needles for distribution through the 
Ministry of Health. 

Mr. Klein further stated that CARE was not going to restock 

on regular food packages but would try purchasing in quantity from 

the local market; that he was currently investigating this. Such a 
project would be a new adv.enture for CARE because to purchase food 

on.the spot can only be done in a "fooded" country such as Vietnam. 

The only American item in this package would be condensed milk 
canned milk .. other items would probably be dried fish, rice, nuoc­

mam etc. 

Another project still in a very "dreamy" stage might be 

distribution of draft animals, pigs and chickens. He waS also 

thinking of some way to encourage refugees at reception area at Cap 

St. Jacques where they are developing a largo daily catch of fish 

which at present was amounting to around 5 tons per day. 

Dr. Burckhardt, speaking for Mr. Durand ,.,ho is currently in 

Geneva, reported that just received was a notice that 100,000 Ibs. 

of powdered skim milk in 50 lbs. bags were en route to Vietnam. 

Dr. Kellerman of CWS informed that 2 men from his organiz­

ation would arrive on 23 February. They are Dr. Helfrish and Dr. 

Van Beyma. They are on a world tour to survey whether surplus foods 

are·for distribution in needy areas. Dr. Kellerman asked Msgr. 
Harnett if he thought there were enough of used clothing for 
refug.ees. Magr. Harnett replied that the first distribution of used 

clothing had been made in Haiphong, Dalat and the mountain areas in 

general; that NCWC had 8 000 bales on the way; that it was his 
opinion to get as much ot used clothing as possible. Dr. Kellerman 

stated that based on his observation in the south all that can be 
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gotten can be used. He, would like to have 1,000 bales for each of 6 provinces. 

Also reported for ewe was an ETA of 16 February for ship­ment of vitamins; that the information on tools from Japan had not yet come from there; that the development of a non-catholic cOmmunity was still in the "search" stage. 

Mrs. Brown! chairman of the Refugee Committee of the AWAS reported that $00 bs. of Multi-Purpose~Food had been received. Because the quantity· was so small she asl~ed for suggestions for its distribution. Dr. Japson of "Operation Bl'otherhood" asked if he could use it in their work in the hospital and was given the food. Mrs. Brown also stated that she ~,as casting about for a proj ect for her committee which would be a challenge yet not too big for her grouPi that the high school girls had been put into a terriqle buildlngi that the girls were unattended at night. }lsgr. Harnett replied that there would be 2 nuns·with·these girls for a period of 2 months. 

Mr. Granada, representing "Operation Brotherhood" of the Junior Chamber International reported that 7 doctors and 9 nurses had come into Saigon' that 1 of these doctors is one of the finest surgeons in the Philippines and is here to help set up the hospital; that they had sent several of their teams dm-Ill to the Camau area. Here they were quite surprised to find themselves sl{amped with patients the very morning the .Hinhs had left. 
Mr. Granada stated that Japan Junior Chamber was asking how to get their medical supplies out of Japan; that there seemed to be difficulties in getting 'them into another coulltry~ Other members of the committee offered their knowledge and experiences with the export regulations for contributed goods etc., to ~~. Grru1ada. Also reported was the fact that the teams were being pressed by need for certain medicines and the.other agencies were asked for assistance. The problem was that the refugees prefer injections of vitamins rather than pills or capsules. The medicines most needed are anti­biotics, aureomycin and vitamins •. 

!-frs. Nixon of USON thanked all for the assistance given to ~~. Beaudry for his report. She stated that she would continue her conferences with each during the next week. 
The guest of the morning was IUle. Henriette Servais of the A.F.I.C. which was founded in Belgium in 1937. This organization explained bille. servaiS! is hoping to build a home for 300 girls; 1$0 +rom the north and. $0 from South Vietnam. They are Pfesently searching for the ground for such a building. 
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There being no further business tllemeeting adjourned at 12 .30 P'~'" 

Beth Blake 
Chair;:I<Ul 

Members present at this meeting ,,,ere:-
}'isgr. 
Nr. 
Nr. 
l~r • 
~1I's • 
Dr. 
~Ule. 
hrs. 
Jiirs. 

Harnett 
Grenada 
Klein 
\'liems 
Brown 
Kellerman 
Servais (guest) 
Nixon 
Bleke 

NCI·1C 
JCI 
CARE 
}'jCC 
A1;IAS 
CWS 
International Feminine Catholique Auxiliare user; . 
American Red Cross. 
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