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Ofﬁce Memorandum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

10

FROM : Richard C. Matheron
sugiecT : Irip to Camau, February 13 and 1l

W7 Gher

Mr. Michael Adler, Chief, Fisld Service DATE:  Feb. 15, 1955

Field Report No. FS-54

1. Accompanied by Lt. Philipps, ATOM/Soctrang, I proceeded %o
Camau February 13 to observe first had the development of the
situation there since the Vietnamese National Army re-occupisd
the town on February 8. The observations, recorded below, are
classed according to the interst of the princhpal USOM divisions.

2. Public Health and Sanitation

a. The "Operation Brotherhood" medical team has set up a con-
sultatlion clinie in a former materntiy and 1s treating patients
ebout 10 hours a day. The foilowing numbers of patients were
treated during the first few days of the operation: Feb. 8, 250;
Fe b. 9, 283; Fe b. 10, 507; Feb. 11, IL72; Feb. 12, li61. The
following 1s a list of cases treated in order of frequency.

It is not, however, necessarily a true guide to the disease
brevalence in the area as persons suffering, say from malaria,

may teke thelr dlsease for granted end not apply at the dispensary
for treatment. 1. malnutrition, 2. gestro-intestinsl disorders,
3. pulmonary diseases, lf. skin dlseases, 5. eyes, ears, nose, and
throa t, 6. obstatrica? 7. venereal dlseases. Aside from the
"Operation Brotherhood" supplies, largely USOM furnished, this
maternity 1s otherwlse completely unequipped. There 1s no diviliean
hospltal at Camau, .

b. The Vietnamese Army Medical Corps is passively operating several

smail, open air veccination (amall p ox and cholera) centers and

disp ensaries In Cameu and the lmmediately surrounding area for

military personnel end local civilian population. Although a med-

lcal lleutenant reported to us that his dispensary had vaccinated

& nd treated 1000 p ersons since reocaupying Cemeu, I personally ,
only sew one personf at this dispensary in contrast to hundreds

walting for treatment at the "Operation Brotherhood" center.

¢« The local population can, by "standing in 1line", securs city water
from one publie fountain which is supplie d from & well across the
cena 1, There the VN Army has installed a p umping station. Cormman-
dant Hnwnh van Tu, mllitery commander of the southern "Operation !
Liberty"” arrondissement, reports that this well 1s 70 meters deep. :
It seems to be the original source of water for the city. The water
tower asbove 1t was destroyed by military action in the early days

of the WEATI,
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3e Agriculture

8+ It hardly needs to be mentloned here that the Camau srea is.

& Lremendous rilece bowl, Large rice flelds end uncultivated marshy
lands streteh out from both sides of the Baclieu = Camau road as
Tar as the éye .can. see with notable lack of coconut palms, bananas,
end other tropleal fruilt trees. Aside from three market centers
along the road, one (Heu Phong) of wiich appears to be brand new,
there 15 also a remarkable lack of vlillages and truck gardefn)
es.1s typ ical up-to Baclieug hence, perhaps, the. prevalence

of beriber! and other nutmitional dlseases, ' :

b. Mo accurate ebtimates'are-availqﬂgb1ocally on the. amount of
a8 bandonned ries.lénds availebls in the area for resettlement
purpesea, thougl.the local commandsr estimated that 20 percent
of former rice lands g#re not now under cultivation, .. _

¢ + The Cameaun areg ¥s noted for pork production a nd e Xports
largs .quantities .of pigs to other areas of SVN, No figures were
a vallalbe in Camau.: ‘The p rice is reported to be 20 plasters a
kilo on the hoof. - '

d. Two.large Chinese rice mills are operating in the vicinity of
Glaral, but none were obgerved at Camau itself.

i« Public Works | L

o [ bma) A T
&. - The road,from Baclieu to Glaral and Camau averages three meters
in width, -The ‘foundatton is hard, but the road has lost virtually

all trace 8 of & hard surface and 18 covered with dlarge, sharp stomes.

We personally experienced several flat tires caused by rocks cutting
the tires and sew several other vehicles so stranded, - Shrubbery
hag’ grown up along the road' and two vehlcles must slow down to

vir tuwel stendstill to pass when meeting, The VN Army Engineer
Battelion in Baelisi hss not begun any road repair. The roads

from Ca ma u to Na mean on the coast and Rachgle are reported to be
entirely useless a8 shrubbery has taken over the ropd during the
meny years of"'Viet Minh tecupation, o e

b. A cmnal eonne cting Camau to Baclieu and Sootreng parallels.

the road from Gispaei to Canau and varies in width from approximately
10 me ters to 25 or 30 metars. Motorized "chaloupe s", junks,

and sampans carry the bulk of rasgsengers and supplie s to -and from
Camau, -Activity on the canal 13 press ntly very heavy. : o

¢ One way bridges, scme military and some civilian {(most date
back to 1926) sp an a 11 the transversal canals between Baclieu

d. An army generator which we did not visiy im -pa:".esently' supplying
e ls ctriclity to 1light the clty streets and public bulldings.

o . 1ﬁni¢1d‘robtﬁé1;_f{§1ds presently serves as a helicopter landing

fie 14,

National Archives and Records Administration - RG 469/Entry 1441

Box 11 - Folder 5
Emergency Relief - Refugee - Reports - 1 of 2 - FY 1955

20




-

5. oty develosmers

{

No communitg_development_activity has begun, but the "Operation
Brotherhood" group sre hoping to set up community centers im -
nearby villages as soon a 8 th'eyiare 2 1ittle more organized,

&, BEd ucation. . _ B ,

Dr. Noble Armstrong visited Cema u the samé déy as T aid and’

© bserved two of the five schools there. The entire teaching
staff#ofl 12 civilian teachers end_ a, head-master who taught at
Camau previous to the interim Vlet Minh oceupation during the
cease-~fire period. ,The schools opehed foud days after the re«
occupation. The physiceal establishments consist of open tipe
board consiruction with.roof and tile floors. There are six
classe s and about 400 students. The lack of space and supplie s
1s not eritical now, but will become so 1 large nurbers of
children a rrive for schooling following the return of "normaley"
to the arees. The pupils are using chalk end slates, but text
books and benches are already in short supply.

# consists df”"',fj‘

T - Eublie Administration LT N |

a« Commandent Nuynh ven Tu of thg southern "Operation Liberty"
arrondlssement 1s presently occus ng the "Delegation." The other
principal publiec building is oceupled by ‘the "civilian police

who. are maintglnlng order witlin the eity. It had been my im- -
presslon that the army would be respVonSible,fbr“mgintaiﬂﬂing’f '
D ublic order iIn.the Pacification Zéne cities, but this evidently :
ls et true in all cases.. . Other bulldings ars occupted by Chinese
mercheantsa, Thé.markat,is-standiﬂgﬁand.in'active gperation,’
8« Program Support S S ' -

8. Vletnamese National Flags and pictures of President Ngo dinh

Dlem were very much in evidence in every psillot¥fe and shop along
the road leading from Baclieu to Camau ahd 1n-Gamat, 1tself., The
Chinese merchants s&ll displayed the Kuomintsng flag in a ddition. '

The Viet Minh war monument has besn converted in a'Vietnamese National
wer monument by the Army Psychalogical @grfarp Team,

b. Viet Minh §¢a§e.§1ogané'and doves were still Painted on all
public and many private bulldings and no attbmﬁt_haSAbegn made

to;ﬁ@hnt them out or over with National slogans.

¢+ The VN Army Psy Warfare team in Camau broadcasts Pre clal
Saigon progrems beamed to the areas. The lieutenant in charge has
re quested & Lorenz set as tie present one, according to him, is
not strong enough, It lodke d and soundéd a&aqﬂatéfﬁe-me.‘

de . In addition to the redio programs, the psy warfare team p lays
records &nd "broadcasts™ directly from thely headquarters and
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 from one mobile unit, The loudspeaker at headguarters is mounted
on the roof and can be heard within e radius of several kilometers.

d. While drivjng from Baglleu to Camau we encountered a Blanchi
mobile unit returning from Camau, but were unable to f£ind out
why 1% was not remalning in tie ared.

e, Any permanent Infermation Ministry moblls unit would
definitely have to be mounted on a canal craft 88 SO few people
In the area,are accessible by road. e :

f. The Py warfare team 4180 operated a- small information hall
with photogrephsa. - The last ones available are of Presiaent Diem's
trip to Long My some time agos : . :

g. - Vietnamese :army nurses on.the psy warfare team are also
distributing medicines to rural p opulatinns from USOM first
ald kits. :

9, General

a, Dr, Ho Quang Phube Kas reported to Saigon that the Vietnamese
Army Engineers and Medical Corps were nnt fhhng the hoped-for
iniltiative in helpling the local ponulation. - Previous to  the
-viasit to Cemau of Army Chief of Staflf General Ti {(?) late last
wee k, the aymy had only passively occupled the town without . .
-doing any useful work s=s tlie propaganda posters indicate they

w ould., QGenerel T1 is reporied to have sparked the local officers
Into getting thelr soldlers to work, —Although the sltuation was

W a8 reportedly better by Februsry 13, we &till notlced hundreds of
soldlers lylng around the town. The commander at Camaun, hed, however,
- de ‘¢lared Fe bruary 13 "Cleanliness Day" and had ordered otherwise
unooaupie>d occuplng troops to gather snd truck away rubbish
An the s8treets ‘and vacant lots. Fallowing Sundays: will be devoted
- to similar activities, though it is hardly understood what is . wrong

with Mbnday ﬁhrough Saturda Yo o

- fightin@ :

b. Dr. Phuoc 13 propoaing that ﬁhe nongmilitary forces be put
under the psy warfare command. ~The: mi&itary enginesrs at Bacliée u
have rep aire-d a . couple of bridges; but have done no ‘road work.,

ce I amp 1anning to visit villapes tlroughout the “Operation Liberty"
- ar ea by water oralft as soon as this can be arranged. No reslly -
useful evaluation of conditions in the area could be attempted
wlthou t visiting these villages by water as the few main roads
reach so few people. ‘

Lt. Philipps has just flown In from Saigon where hes reports having
talked tc the Director o f USOM. He reports that USOM is intersste d
in a dapting pre sent programs for impact in the Camau area, I,
therefore, recommend that a s the first order oB business a USCM
senitary engineer come to Soctrang where transportation will be pro-

vided to Camau.
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