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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO Mr. Michael Adler, Chief, Field Service DATE, Feb. 15, 1955 
FROM RiCh;u.d C. Matheron ~ 
SUBJECT: Trip to Osmau, February 13 and l~. 

Field aeport No. FS-S. 
1. Accompanied by Lt. Philipps, ATOM/Soc trang, I prooeeded to 
Csmau February 13 to observe first had the development of the 
situation there sinoe the Vietnamese National Army re-oocupied 
the town on February 8. The .observations, recorded below, are 
olassed aocording to the interst of the princtal USOM divisions. 

2. Publio Health and Sanitation 

a. The "Operation Brotherhood" medioal tesm has set up a con­
SUltation olinio in a former materntiy and is treating patients 
about 10 hours a day. The foil lowing numbers of patients were 
treated during the first few days of the operation: Feb. 8, 250; 
Fe b. 9, 283. Fe b. 10, 507; Feb. 11, 472; Feb. 12, i~61. The 
following is a list of cases 'created in or'der of fl'equoncy. 
It is not, however~ neoessarily a true guide to the disease 
prevalenoe in the area as persons suffering, say from malaria. 
may take their disease for granted and not apply at the dispensary 
for treatment. 1. malnutrition, 2. ge.stro-intestinal disorders, 
3. pulmonary diseases, L~. skin diseases, 5. eyes, ears, nose, and 
throa t, 6. obstetrics 7. venereal diseases. Aside from the 
"Operat:l.on Brotherhood" supplies, largely USOM furnished, this 
materni ty is otherwise completely unequ1.pped. There is no divilian 
hospital at Osmau. 

b. The Vietnsmese Army Medical Corps is passively operating several 
small, open air vaocination (small p ox and cholera) centers and 
disp ensaries in Osmau and the immediately surrounding area for 
military personnel and local civilian population. Although a med­
ioal lieutenant reported to us that his dispensary had vaooinated 
a nd treated 1000 persons since reocnupying Csmau, I personally 
only saw one personl at this d1.spensary in contrast to hundreds 
waiting for treatment at the "Operation BrotLerhood" center. 

o. The local population can, by "standing in line", secure city water 
from one publio fountain which is supplie d from a well across the 
cane. 1. There the VN Army has installed a pumping station. Comman­
dant Hu~ van Tu, mil:l.tary oommander of the southern "Operation 
Liberty arrondissement, reports that this well is 70 meters deep. 
It seems to be the original source of water for the city. The water 
tower above it was destroyed by military action in the early days 
of the war. 
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3. Agrioulture 

a. It hardly needs to be mentioned here that the Oamau area 1s a tramendousriee bowl. Large' rice tields and uncul:t.ivatE)d marshy land.s stretch out trom bothsidesot the Baclieu ~ Oam8,u road' as fare,s the eyeoan see wi th notable laok of coconut palms, bananas, end other tropioal fruit trees. Aside from three market oenters along the 'road, one (Hau Phong) of Wilioh appears to be brand new, there is also Ii remarkable laok of villages and truolt gardeI!tY as. is typ:io.al up'to Baclieu; hence,' perhaps, the, prevalenoe of beriberi and other nutri t~,onal diseases. 

b. N~ . aoou~at~' '~~tim:ates' ares,v8.,na.ftbil looally on the amount. of a bandonned. ri.eel~ds ·e,vall·elI1e- in 't'fie area tor resettlement p1lrpoees, though. tlie: 19cal commander estimated that 20 peroent of former l'i~elan~~ ,'Et1?e ~?t ~ow'nnder cul t iv.ati on. 
o • ''llhe C~~U9.rea: fB noted 'for pork production .~ ,nd exports larga ,quantities 'of pigst6 other areas of SVN.· No figures were a vailalbe in,Caniau. The p'rioe is reported to be 20 piasters a kilo on the hoof. 

d. Twe.le.rge Chinese rice mills are operating in the vicinity of Giard, but none were observed at Camau itself. . '.' 

' .. " .. 
4. Publio Works . ". ' 
a.The ~aljth~clieuto 'Giar!li enq C 9l11aU aVerages three meters in width..Th:e 'foundation, is hal:'d, but. the road has. lost Virtually all trac'e s' of ahaI'd stirfaceand is covered with ,lar~, sharp stones. We personally experlenoedseveral flat tires cau,sed by rooks cuttiDg the tires and a'a.-several other vehioles so stranded .• , Shrubbery has' grownup along the road' and two Vehioles muat slow down to vir tual st:andstl11' to pass when meeting. The VN A:my Engineer Battallon. i.n. Baclieu has not begun any road repair. The roads from Oa rna u to Na milan on t~e ooast and Rachgla arE! reported to be entirely useless as" shrUbbery has taken over the rojid during the many yeara Of Viet Minhticcup~tion •. 

b. A oUlal conna otil'lg' Oamji1,l. to Bacl:!.eu Illld Sootrang parallels the road :f'rom Giatiai to' Oaniau and vari!ls in width :f'rom approximately 10 me tel's to 25 or 30 meters. 'Motorized "chaloupe S", junks, end srunpans. oarry the bUlk ot.: passengers and supplie s to "'and from Oamau. ,Aotivity on' the' canal is prese ntly very he~vy. . 
o. One way bridges, some "military and some oivilian (most date baok to 1926) sp an a 11 tbe tranSyersal canals between Bacl1eu' a nd Camati. . 

d. An army generator whioh ·,we did no.t vis:!,t is 'presently sup);>lying e Ie otrici ty to 11glit the oi ty streets and public buildings. 
e .An old footbilll field.s presently, s:erves as a helioopter landing .' .;. '\' - .. . 
fie Id. 
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No oOlmlun:l tii d~velopment l;Iotivity l'\as pegt1!l, ,but the "Operation Brotherhood grow> are hoping to set up cOlnllluni tr o~mters in nearby v1l1agesae soon a s they are a little mcireorganiZed. 
6. Ed ucati9Il., 

Dr. Noble ArmstrOJ;lg '\fisited Cama u th~ !.Jame d/iy as I dfdand' o bserved two ot: the t:ive schools there. The entire teaching stat:t:~~ot: 12 civnian .teaohers and a heag-master who. tau$ht at Camau .previoustci the interim 1(;l.e~,M;l.hh, 9cc1,ipat1bn during tlie cease-t:ire, period •. ,The soho,olB opened fb'lli' d'aye after the i'e";' occupation. The physical establishments consist ot: open t\pe board, cons;!;rw:tion ~throot:and. tUe tlq9rs. There, are six c1asse s anci a1)Qut 400 stud,ent.. 'l'he la;ckof spac~. il.nd ',supplie s is not cri ticai nOw', but will become so 1f large' ni:llilb'ers' ot' children arrive t:or schooling following the return of "normalcy" to the area. The pupils are using chalk and slates, but text books and 'benches are al1>eady in short supply. 

* comdsta ot 
7. ", pubiic Mwiniatration 

a. ,Oonunimdant IfuyPil vanTu oftlWsouthern "Operation Libertylf arrondiase~ent'is prellent1y occu~ng. theIDelegation."· The other principalpublie build;l.ng iaoccupied by"tne 'oivlli,:ati police' who are ma~~;t.~ili;lM ordEu" :witHn tIle, city ... It ~.aa peen myim~' IW:essionthatthe .!!l'II1y would be rasponsib1 eror ma1ri~a11nlng R ubUc ora,er In. the P,acii'icatlPA Zone cit;I!!$, butthfs. eVid-ent1y' 1s ,~t true ir). ,all cases., . Othl!!l:' puildings are ocoupied by Chinese merchants. The market ,is standing .and .inactive operation.' 8. Pro cram Support . 

a. Vietnamese National Flags and pictur.esof Pr~pident Ngo dinh Diem,werev~ry mUQP ,in evidenoe in ev~rypan~ot)l'eand slloP along the roa4 leadingi'rom Eaclieu to '. Camau 'atidin 'O'amau, itself. The Chinese merc):lani;/!I all .di splated the Kuomintmg fUg tn a dditi6ti.' The Viet Minh war monument has been converted in a'Vietn'amese National war monunlent by.the Army Psychological Warfare Team. ". .' {; i ~ , . 

b. Viet Minh peace slogans and doveS were ~tfllp'ainted on all public and many private ,buildings and no attempt has been made to lBfjint't;):l,eni. Qut~r' over with NaUonalslogans. " ., . 
o. The VN A:rmy Psy Warfare team in Camau broadcasts ppe cia1 Saigon progr!!llls beamed to the area. The lieutenant in charge re quested a LQr~nz S,6t as the present one, . according to him, not strong enough. It lo6ke d and sounded adequat's tc·· me. 

has 
is 

d. ,In add1tio'n to thl!! radloprograms, the psy warfare team plays records andlfbroadcasts" directly trom the~l' headquarters and , , 
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from one mobile unit. The loudspeaker at headquarters is mounted 
on the roof and can be heard wi thin a radIus of several kilometers. 

d. While driv:l.ng from )3aolii!>u to Camau we encountered a Bianchi 
mobile unit returning trbIn Camau, but Vlere unable to flnd out 
why it was not remaining, iI:) t:'e ar'es.. 

e. Any perman,en tlnf&rm.a;tion Ministry mobile unit would 
defini tely have to be mounted on a canal craft as so few people 
in the area ,,:are 'accessible by road.,' 

t. The psy warfare team also operated, a small information hall 
wi th photographs. The last ones available are of' President Diem l s 
trip to Long "My' s"ome time ago,. 

g. ,Vietnamese :~nuraes dn,the psy warfare team are also 
distributIng meciTo1nes to rur'ai populations from USOM first 
aid kits. 

Lt. Philipps has just flown in from Saigon where ~e reports having 
talked to the Director 0 f USOM. He reports that USOM is lntereste d 
in a dapting pre sent programs for impact in the Carnau area. I, 
therefore, recommend that a s the first order o~ business a USOM 
sanitary engineer come to soctrang where transportation will be pro-
vided to Carnau. 

National Archives and Records Administration - RG 469IEntry 1441 
Box 11 - Folder 5 
Emergency Relief - Refugee - Reports - 1 of2 - FY 1955 

18 


