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Part I. Political. 

§ :8 " § Q T h I r dOl em cab I net: P rim e Min Is te r 0 I em Ma y 1 0 
~"!:~ c.;:;; ~ announced new oablnet of 12 Ministers and I Deputy Mln.lster. 
n",,;;s f;; Four members are hold-overs,. Principal posts go to Bul Van 
~~2::;~"'Thinh (Interior; formerly Min Justice), Vu Van Mau (Foreign 
'I': "i; l!"g Affairs; formerly President of Court of Cassation, member 

,-;.~~:; ~, 1l!l Bandung Delegation), Tran Trung Dung (Defense Deputy, Diem 
!(,,~ e,~,'~'" ~ retaining Ministry; promoted from Sec State for Defense), 

;: ,;,~~;lTran Chanh Thanh (Information; Sec State at Presidency In 
::~;~' tI ~ first Diem cabinet). Holdovers Tran Huu Phuong and Nguyen 
"';,,~,~ ~Duong Don have Economic-Finance, Education respectively. 
~; ,'J lU gJ tI (UNCLASS I FlED) 
v) H...t iD 

g'J 1l, i g F I rat sessi on new cab I net May 12 dec I ded on 
~:ll ~ .... establishment inter-Ministry group Including ministers 
Ul g~"llnterlor, Justice, Information to organize general elections • 
..... 'W Q.J4 
~Q)rn~ 

.. ",l1li,... Comment: New cabinet only In numerical sense 
represents true broadening of Govt; most common 5alg*" 
reaction to date has been "who are they?". New members 
eltber technicians or stauncb Diem backers (or both). Cao 
Dal got Ministries Labor and Agriculture under techQlc.llty 
of representation Cao Dal political fronts. Local observers 
speculate this "technlcian cabinet" may be Intended only 
Insure Inte~lm until general el,ectlons; Diems statement 
presenting cabinet again emphasized fntentlons of early 
elections for National Assembly. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

Nat lana I Congress (EstahiGenera I) (WE£KA 18) I 
Congress (Govt sponsored) formally completed Jabor. May 5, 
adopting resolutions (I) Calling on Bao Oal to confirm Diems 
full powers until National Assembly convened, when power. would 
be transferred from Chief of state to Assembly; (2) ,OpPole 
maneuvers of Communi sts, protelltl"g co~xistence eaglneered 
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Transfer of University! UniverSity at Saigon 
passed May 11 from Joint Franco-Vietnamese oontrol to full 
Vietnamese Government jurisdiction, (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Trinh Minh The, ex-Cao Dal dissident ki lied 
fighting with National Army against Binh Xuyen (WEEKA 1St, 
was rendered nation-wide honors, interred at scen~ of many 
of his guerrilla exploits, The's Deputy, Col Van Thanh Cao, 
succeeded to command of the forces and was promoted to Brig 
Gen In National Army. (UNCLASSIFIED) , 

Haiphong transfer! Phased turnover to Vletmlnh of 
last French Union beachhead In north Vietnam, In accordance 
Geneva Agreements, reportedly has proceeded on schedule 
despite demonstrations In Haiphong led by agitators trucked 
In by Vietmlnh, Haiphong City was transferred May 13; last 
French forces will leave Do Son May IS, (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Refugees: 2,044 escapees entered Haiphong during 
week .nding 1 May and 1,303 during week ending 8 May. 361 
refugees arrived Haiphong 25 April with Vletmlnh Laissez-passers, 
transported to debarkation line by vehicle with Vletmlnh &scort 
under ICC supervision, Report additional evaouees expected 
this route, 

Status of evacuation 7 May! Non"'French civilians 
605,281; French civilians 37~321; Vietnamese troops 58,893; 
French troops 85,226; grand total 786,721, 

Status resettlementl South Vietnam 7 May 377,387 
refugees on resettlement sites and 32,554 housing units 
completed, Central Vietnam 110,151 refugees on resettlement 
sites and 6,281 housing units completed. 

PhYSical Inspection war'ehouses, dooks HaIphong by 
US personnel Indicates no MDAP or other American aid eqUip­
ment left Haiphong, (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Psychologlca 11 (Begin UNCLASS IFIED) 
. 

Antl-Bao Dal campaign continued with many papers 
denouncing Chief iJf State In editorials an'd oartoons. 
Considerable space was devoted to Senator Knowland'. oomment 
that Vietnamese must ohoose their own type of Government. 
Continuing antl-French comment and questioning of US purpose 
In Vietnam were noteworthy subJeots, 
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All available French shipping concentrated in Baie 
d Along area at present time In anticipation of final mass 
exodus of refugees from Tonkin Delta. Number of refugees 
during iast phase seeking transportation to Free South has 
been disappointing to date. However, shipping Is available 
If and when mass exodus does come. 

Entire operation is backed up by 2 French carriers-­
Lafayette and Bois Belleau and French cruiser Montcalm, which 
are stationed off beaches of Do Son. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

A I r : 

French Air Force visit to Japan: Three French Air 
Force air crews departed Vietnam 4 May on goodwill mission 
to Japan, returning to Saigon on 9 May. flight of Nord 2qOl 
planes (similar to USAF "Packet") from 2/64 Transport 
Squadron was commanded by Lt Col Avenard. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Comment: Nord 2501 flight expected to leave 
IndoChina before 15 June 1955. Flight to Japan probably 
last official gesture prior to Squadrons final departure. 
(CONF IDENTIAL) 

Hanoi: 

Commie press gave large coverage establishment 
Thai-Meo autonomous zones North Vietnam and Congress Vletmlnh 
leaders met to Implement this plan by which DRV wilT retain 
strict control over military, police, economic and legislative 
functions of autonomous area. Local press also called for 
repatriation to North Vietnam of 50,000 Vietnamese allegedly 
residing In Thailand. 

First peoples court trial, witnessed by several 
thousand people, reported 'held Hanoi In which 5 students 
charged with "forcing other students evacuate south". Press 
announced defendants convicted and 3 received prison 
sentences. Vletmlnh have aleo reportedly taken over lycee 
Honore de Balzac and demoted French founder to rank of teacher. 

Vietmlnh announced preparations tenth month harvest 
emphaSizing contribution cattle, seed and tools, plawlng a~l 
fallow land and giving special attention flood control measures. 
DRV announcements of land reform program Implied adherence 
Commie principles and possible future collectivization. 
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Catholic sources indicated continued Vletmlnh 
harassment Catholic clergy Including refusal grant missionaries 
reentry permits North Vletnamo (SECRET) 
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