L

| We, MyH.B, Adler; Chtef, Field Service Sy 3, 2955 %
‘Hormand Poulin, Spesial Auaintant '  B i
First Report on,the Eaeapae Situation at the 17th Parallel.

Fleld Report ng [

5 ﬁ"gppngf ‘the esgapee situation (also known as unaffioial
refugees) &% the Y7eh ﬁirnlldl ln-‘tht Xan,

- Prior %o dnpar%ing for Kuo and the 17th parallel area, the
fallauin§ h& ‘werd ‘drawt wp . uad-ﬂiluusadi with Me, lang, Commisal n-r
General for’ ttfuitns fn Safgen,  The aim of the survo{ was to date
what 16 predently being donme for the ll#aptaa at the 17th parallel, and
what are the future plana if any, , ¢

' “Enclosed: as-pars of this firat rcport‘on olck o5 yre ﬁht prlnclpal
painta ‘of ‘sOnversstiony wish the following peoples My, Luong, GQMmleagacr
Genisyal for refugees in Saigeon, Mr. Dyyen,.lovernment. Btlozug %o Qentr
Viet Mam, 'MP; Le Van Vinh, Regional Gemnissioner for refugess in Central
Viet Nam, Mr, Le Ta, Mayor of Tourane, My, Lien Chu, Chef de Surete in
Hue, ¢y Deng, Chef de Frovinse of Quans Tri. Mr. Hysn, Peputy chct de
Province of Quang Tri. Mr. Fo Liem, chot ée District uf Gia Li ga
Thuong) . The D!Enty'char de nthtrtet of Truopg Long {in the dem litar zed
zone aﬁr the 17th parallel), Lt. Besnard, Vietnamese police chief
guarding route Naxionala No. 1 post at tha i?th parallel;

i As evidenced by this report,: thtro was sole. duvtat;on from thp '
discussion of  escapees &s such that could not be helped since oconversation
! ‘soon overlaps into the very related field of refugees. The discusalon
: of she refugees is grqaentod herewith since it ma{ bring into focus a
better. piature of t aituation at the 17th paral el

L Eweeiy

SR

Points o bo disuuastd 1n reforence to thn prasent and future ‘
status of easapees in Vietnam,

5 .

1; Find aut uhaﬁ the Bet U 13 1n nu- to ruca&vu all annapooa eon&ns
, adross thn l?th patalldg

2, VWheryq d¢ ﬁha rarugoei (iauapool) oonn tl Nhat routes do thoy takc?
 Where 'do they go onhde they urosn-tha I?th paralltlt ﬁhart ) they
b register 4f as allY
/. 3 What'is ‘the ‘sstinate ef eseapees tauinc ever new? How tsoortainnd?
Y ha  What i the tetal Admber to- date?  How ascervained? ‘ '

!MHM%ENHM%““'"*“?“*V\
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?ra_aent system for passing out subsistenae in food and
i for all arrivals? = e LT e
Mher information em the btavus of esoapeds at the 17¢h paraliel
* government: astivn h:!;n;uﬁdnrtaken presently., . .

Lo

e :¥i1l Shere de-any goverimuant ketfoN, of Oatholle action that will be set
- ¥p around:she I7UK parallql vo kid escapess? I1s the Overnment attempte.
iag {or the rTefy g.,-.mﬁs%r e st up a resepticn system in |

(or Quang T#1) 1Cke Hadpheng® - = & - ‘

Are thafé an 'pl—ans tao';'uﬁs.:out‘ subslistenge, food and noney, etce, for
all qrrivalsy Will thers be tguntu"-rm'.n&tgnz all "Qrt:lv:;_ls xé gare
for thy sisic, ‘m._ghudrqn',‘. oot - o S

In thcrt and wnl thofo e anything done to dttu‘ﬁm
esgapess are VRwk Minh infiisrees? r will this
- the disposition of the Viet Mimh infiltress?

bv Our interest in metuing up an office and/or reqeptfon center like in

- Haiphomg, Potnt here is to- establish g centier that all future sSCapees
widl know sbout and head for wpen crossing the I7th parallsl, Here they
can b; p:-iMy received, repistered, given aid and aasistance for
inpact valwe. . T T |

5. Setting up a system of registering all escapses o agross the.l7th
pParallel and ﬂpmtagdﬁmpm on & weekly basis to Saigon. - Intesrsst .
would. be to nots the daily arr vals, the dlspositioh, extent of . ..
aseistanee; ete, - - T T

, 12 some of the
done? What will be

-

On 11 Jume 1955 held & megting with Mr, Luong, Comnissionar G.nﬂ-.;
) for refugess in Ssdgon. The poinks discussed were essentially those oube
.dined in the previous pages, . o Sl

“Bresent Sitﬁi&iom

A M, Bueng stated that in Gentral Viet Mawm, Mr, Le Van Vinh, was in
'/gharga of all refugees as well as escaypess,

T T

o As for the rdugeea/escapeea crossing the 17th parallel (Bem Hai

' River), Mr. Lwsng alaiuns that most of them,ﬁn no 1;1&’%% t0 do or where

%0 g0. .Thay are Wistly iwserested in getting in the national songe. They

.- Aaually find thenwelves in the 5§ kilometer wide" demilivtari{ged sone and .

b uall.{ dontact the firsy wilivary or offieial they see thare, .or aead

w ¥y %o the Chef .de Ppovinge yhers they are recalyed, Gnnaralf;o Speaite.
A the milivery at the frevtidr wil} furnish them trudk transportation to
ang Ird, In Quang Trt they dre received, fed and housad, Other than that,

re is no ‘apparent. progyam for reception of s¥Capass, - -

ne rafugess and sseapees ooming aprops the L7th parallsl pass.
ner with genuise Vist Mnh lalesen passer, forged perwits, or seqretly at -

s 1.0, refugees, fed and housed in ths same manner and all sup;osedly
given 15 piastres pocket mm? . ¥his £a gll taken wdre of by Mr. Vinh in Hue,

L

A SN 1]
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' In the past there Was bérn only a small number of nfugces/ucagua
coming &43ross the 17th parallel., These were usually taken care of by the
Chef de Province and kept in Quang Tri. When the influx anm&;od in April
and May, they had te be moved to and mostly Tourans, Soon Tourene becume N
the major transit pstnt mince Hue was lfna;‘mbh of hanidling any large numbers. ’
¢ g
)
|

(The transportasion se Tourare was sirp) singe the railroad funesione twice
daily from Deng Na %o Toursne,) In Tourane théy wera placed in transit cemps
made up of eld Frengh military tcats, USQM tents, "sshools, etc, These people
were given subsistence for a reriewable 1% day period of riue, galt and dry
fish, It was generally expected that they weuld bs reshipped and resettled
during that perfod of fime. Mr, Vinh had the méney and stogks at his disposi-
tion to take care of these people,’ T ' .

. M», Luong states that most of the pmfla poming over the L7vh parallel
 are mainly f¥om the three provinces near the 17th parallel, vis, Ha Tinh
Vinh, and Norsh Quang Tri. Only a few trickle in from as far north as Than
Hoa. Most escapees he believes come over the sanme routes with or without ..
- lalsses passers. - {Note: Mr, Luong 1s undoubtedly thinking of the refugeec,
' Escapeas uss any routes at their disposition and make their way whatever way
~ they can.) ' He did state alwo that stme aven coms over into Laos.
[V questiaoned further about Lads in referense to ascapeesa, Mr. Luong states to
"~ date some 1400 have made their Wugh the forest across the frongier into
Tohepons - and Thakek in Lavs, He further stated that in Thakek there is a
/Bmall receptidn team with special agreement of the Laos government, (It is
‘Anpossible to determine Af these are escapees or not, It seezs logicsl they

/might be,} .

M. b " states that as far as his office s aware, up to dune 3
Approximately 6000 %e 7000 !or,acn,s ‘bad made their wu{ agress the l7th parellel. ,’(
" He has no {dea how many of these are escapees, He states that in the early k
;4ays thers were daily arrivals of 60 or more, but during the elosing days of
) }8 May, up: to 1000 per day came_throug?- for several -days. zSu My, Vinh and
: ,,,\-’ir.ﬂftnh-npon R these statistiocs, Currently however, Mr, Luong states :
2 thag ,iguruvmr'nwﬂ-\hpt‘on dally arrivals since the figures are too low and 5
/insignifieant, L L -
,.-_&" i . L B : ) ' .
kf - ¥or the time Being nothing is beins done by the Catholis ehurch ar by
{ the government -In the ‘way-of setting up underground agtive movemants,

_ ¥r. Luong etated that his deputy Mr, Ham and Father Khue talked about !
~ future Catholic action based on some sort of underground nucleus left in

| North Viet Nam, Nothing is too definite on it yet, but Mp, Luong firmly
believes in-1t, One o:‘f@ﬂn‘ttmn was suprosedly left in the north, but pontact
jﬂith‘ then has now Leen lost, Rope to get in contact with thls one as well as

p-

/ many otheyr orgenisatioiis left in Worth Viat Nam £s now 4in the planning stages.
*_;%ﬁll’?-.ﬁ;’fﬁﬁsﬁ?%ﬁ?u“ ‘W!.#-: o ke of young Enslishsptaklna Sﬁ.linaristmﬁ

jbe chosen to return o their nati¥é areas s» feasible, A1l vill maturaily be .
/¢ivilians, Their real mission will bp to gontaet the various greups of undsre
rEround potential.in the torth, and give them the necessary aid in getting v
4 /going, pass speclal information if possible, or at least give them the spirtual -

~ LIMITED OFFIGIAL USE
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uppo‘ﬂ w ata:r aitn. Hr. Lm m mt tm mgmticn Md bo
‘trgat.qd wﬁh aonfidence,

' m§ fesls that uuthng Mﬂ.u nust bo ‘eu but ml.h m .
dopenuunt on ¢ ucttonu of the Viet Minh, As for the future esgapess, the
Chefs de. Provincc will rz chI [ ] koy role and oould genorallz‘bo expected
to handle’ the slight ¢ . of uw- so ‘through 3 17¢h. gaullol.
In the svént large numbers sSars ag: throug ;han s lpoc!.al ° t{.u .o
under the Chef de Proﬁnce “ul& ‘be: omod. :

"Ap for a system of mutntl-a of all &n:gm: rnus, M L\n ’
hap 1des since this does mdt direstly real 'ftu ssatad :ﬁu
Myr. Vinh had resseived she Sawe ocards as Mr. - in Hntrhnmc lmz is mo

aware 1 My, Vimh' t» asing them, He would appreciate our aid in setzting
up a system or use the ons now employed ir adoquato. (330 Mr, Vinh's
report and sumple Mﬂ endlosed),

. As for Mﬂ.ﬂ; an ﬂ.nh '.l.nﬁlt.m- , Mm Lusng elaimz that thers is
a weak system nasd now based on Mr, V!.uhu stosges placed in the various
camps where the new at#ivels are kept. In this way is is hopsd to spob
and identify amy Vie% Minh apent, This at best is a very wesk system and
makes no provisions to plck up those who do mot ¢ome to the Chel de
zﬁgvince d:r nq!siqncu Mr.. I»mng foels that th:u ia annry dii‘ﬂ.cult

M, &mﬂg w“ wRYY much’ m.restld 48 our dqsires to set up a wnkly
system of reporting, showing all the daily arrivals, aines his office is
apparently receiving me official flgures on refugees or escapess on &
regular basis. He was very much pleased without assistance on this matter
in an a’atcmpt o ;ivc & COrPeds platurs of rarugou and ouamu ia Viet Nam,

2 t¢ leaving; Mr, Laeng stated that he would eable tho interested
meheritia ‘tn Gént ﬂot Ram- ef -y mival and uﬂu tm %0 ;ho me
any auiwmt th&y uuld. o

On 13 lﬂn:{ u&hd ‘oR the Govar;wnt ‘Dol e Gentral Viet !tm

Mr, Duyen uuaudn ganamllwﬁhe»mfugu escapee situation at the
17tk ruj, Delezue {8 not Satisfied with the refuges ¥itwatien in
Hue, and ﬂm-un Ko feels that the recent {laree is

and the a#uth vﬁ ‘held the attensiom of She :Dim Goumenu in. thc nuth
to the nsglect B lﬁnh Sentral Vistname -

Arg' weng Trd. and Hue tho deleguse foels that the aituation is
complioated’ by %he aas preafer o - %ogethey for .-
thely comwpx: mmm. m: m.u t ddffievit ve spilt the greup fer

resettlement purpe “In this case t,hey m alk m An the Stade in
Quang Tri and are’ .3?!'1117 miseralls there,  The has been. ﬁaya.ng

wl h the idéa of ol WROOTS amx these. 90’10 sending them 5.
iu;t-he area alo ” ﬁa Bavanakhet) where unld mqu s mﬁ
qeoupy m u!’ ¢ v m qum' ymm&m M tﬁr hmd tn t.h-.t- area.

LIMITED UFHBML USE
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? nfmmu to hal bask any Viet

He would 1ike

move these pqnplp aau:bh 1t} aonn as poui,hl.a. o

'-1955 40, ohseiye {tions ‘there, Stopped as the office of the
refugess. fn. TGWOI

- umth. In t.he 14,

: , s
8 1vo t%& whola robhm. Purther, attention wasg
- f.tnlf capn ﬁtofathis arsa to the 17th parallel. (&boub 30 to
the event oz an ‘g ;,. we wuld only have tg‘
¢ south pzain, “‘;o § gnt diffie chm’m gs
o pFoutd ¥, the mnd $e good o !Qyom that pu
and rough going

‘ll.r. Hagkebt hmught up the POt nti. | aha or 'ahe tru Id.th

Sar i ﬂn}l %his area
8 weuld be evacuated immed te efense wo
-'“353135 :g glgi’ Dgl des Ruages, & mountain Enu batwgen Rue and Touranea
?Kbout i hours fromt Hue), Dulpgut readll amz “with us stat 3
that he ot conm.derad this io t at all, Frod Shiw t’heg 1t ;‘?!u
bast to gend thease pwople south to Phy Yen u saotr Al pos‘si’b .. The
Dalsgue a;rced domple t.tly. i,

h ntla hamnr the vorse umﬂ t& % Mme.
“"”ﬁ"ﬁﬂaﬁ gheu gn;plu sent to the Ban Methugt aiea ds m;nd
type of farming there is simnar to what thess pesple are dse whtlm o
Gentral Vietnam. . (Note: The Delegus at this oint has npt odons méﬂt
will furnish the adeguate alothing needsd in that area by ‘t.hta );.,w‘ 1uvat:.
naiked people Iiving on the wirm sandy HMats in Toorsne,)

the plasi of a few refujees on the route 9 area, the
Doltgmetg';:l ' _‘n. t_: garrn:%.y) thgt &ll *bﬁe other area zround tlw ‘m
region is not’ suivable fOr rese tvLing, The best soiution would br

| n 4 ul.ug u&aﬂd‘ litmatio "t Nligue 1. mware Jtm wma
persons ar?:gming tgﬁough the 17¢h parali el, but is not too concerned
about its: He feels that tRess are refugess and could be handled by the
Chef de Pyovitice, svan Af hé has %o cn some ‘special person to | ,
staff to hmdh thise The present refugee in transit problem ‘is prWssing

him so that he fasls we shodld ‘talkke qare of them first xs the bad a!’rwba

of the prqmmda Wil mt help »otlr esoapds cause at all.

ey the situstion as mueh as pdrlaible rolmw
%‘lm_‘g" 11&:? gzcdiion 1 prodeeded to Tourame on 14 June

Le Ta and had @ ,‘umg dis«usumn gver th dcplm*ahle &oudlﬁdu bf e

Ref__u_gaeaz
Durinz. sipho svaguation, some of the fefugees on the Fremed
ships uro g_" 'tt‘guﬂna An t:ha hope that: ‘thege ships eould be um

¥ §dvantazes This wan partioularly true neay thée
tni_ogﬂc:!tiag. . ‘ h'mh ‘Hm ﬂnm that immediately

these ¥ a8
i bt il TR b i
iq 5 s eamps, I'Pr 1; 26,

lel
she sg n‘%ﬁnm, dtddﬁmkad 3

LINITED OFFIBIIL IJSE
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urﬁnsrt'éam in Tourano. This quickl sw&lled the camps up to s 2,00
all living Ea 4. faw tputs on the y . akirve of Tosrazs%:

Sandy Clats am the outskirts of Tourans,
unra glven the 15 daye tt s .
u;t far tha uhwa tha m Q' “ﬁ. S ue wager in the area;

FARSDOPL - Rhom gouth, Te date the.
nnapartpd hn a-Lou thounands LSTg { boug \ =
trip whilo bho Pemainder is. {; ‘. gﬁ“ Uﬂﬂ :rs‘ltrzl unﬁ_'!,
for transportation, Se lahzf thn spu ¢ hyve . hlqn thorn for
as 1“8 a8 two months, Thelw Ai%uation Bas: Jesone nw,

. During thep time,  ihs refugee committes in ?ourana contracted with
Denis Freres and Oompany’to havnfggme 350 refugs w

©3 ehipped commereially
on the 88 D 4 ) . .
refugesa weor fram’ mw rkpes per ppracn for their trip, Thess

: + My Py Rons of the
relugess ware Jod for tws dgys he p;ign Per person g sedl oluded
means, . Further, . §i g fm days an: board, .the Ture nrﬁ“ubauted
%o 1ntena;wpro‘ -y the mnmhnrs af the arew, E:umpltn of the prope-
anda . agnina& She refugess w! In these pecple fnnlish enough %o
save theiy What counld they Posaibly expect in South Viet Nam hut

sery, war, atarvntion. They would have no placo to live, ne work,
and no ems’ o tﬂku sare of tham This was d .
sonaral bad trtutmn il . wa acuqupanio ulth tnaultc nld

¥y Vinh, Regions} ﬁaumiaaioner for Refu

| gee: in Hue mada a com e

; report %o umiqliaagr General, Nr, Luoug 1: Eaz also rurnrtnd gﬁate

; tnnid.nt So Iy, Le Gaﬂhyor Qf Tﬁur tt?r in to Make an inquiry

; , fhte this matter and appropriate wum at-s fah witer

. inoufred at My, L Luongfs ot:ict 9n the contents aof My, Vinh 's‘rgport and

i the q:fion tak;n by the Enmmiaaiogqr Gener ali An yo% no enswer has been :
5 . $ L) -

(o 1n::i asg an. nppcndaso to thist::;ort‘)‘ pesial femorandun .11 be °ir°u (

: Hhtl. tn,Tournnq . th
Oammi&ﬁ e in. teqs of ghipp s ﬁ 33:§§ys:§x§?"§§: t::iizf
had made aval ble dnnph ahip o ve some 100G lnrw ™ ugaea 5
. e €ooperation, ding,
1 hadﬁant_y;t atartoa hy agéga:;uig

. was gqu d th
nish thn nn:*ssarw trnna erucutqn ’ fn *

-Qomments with a
sward the Pren ﬁiﬁ

i 13
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G.MTEB M" W[ m

. of .t 50 mm
' Hﬂﬂﬁ'“ ,wrggs mu ih ‘
 Wager, 1% vas pui,mud Y Ay m- s Vo oue of
5 ST Suaapes Froer ”eﬁf- L ine aseapeds r
ep.-*sm tine mm &2 .._,,'eﬁ e /g%
. .-w emam (u_;crml

aa’lj’* bf’ mshhrs ’

W . that. Some -
b by “,‘f" : on i, rmtid
| ohey m% z!i@f*
Shat . these. . emed ovidont that the
kept the of 1 igu R ifabing their records with unnftictul
¥ French ars, uﬁ\.ilﬁb:‘w B A e e e W sr“hhg-acuqvt thor
1isve of. and. A AER B % pawl in ‘m
by: offering i isve shat no
B sutelite counsvies plapagg Y aral “.:2':5:..
i ',::::2322;:§§*;§?" . .oonditienﬂ at" ¥ ¥ bl

m tions of t.ho 1‘?1: p&i‘.ll'lt '

; 95& ilgm m “ 3
grun a8 c
A% this peint it:w St P g
dean not WL“‘ a o ST b o8 ;
R, .-;a:% ATy R
1. or : dmd ‘G sgnlat Y X :
them and they are cons e simplified and all
gzi?uwpoint was established conversation bekame “:’.':Mm My, Ghu fe

. Howsver, by way of fu
i\\ g:i::g %:t"w:olt:ufm %. congern oﬁraelns too. mzc for the time bel

about. essapses since Re i

-
' aly
L

e s i L e S L
- - -
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8t Etaad to extend th 17tu p;fdi 8] refuges exchange until
> ?i; was a?ﬁnut‘l conversation stopper but g?f ﬂhu
however, has nothing to deo with our ébekpee

yepeated.

program as I lnswufad as unoffielial refugees will still come through
and further, whem J oomes arcund, we should then be roall; prepared
S0 cantinu. a wall of t‘d anl uquricnaed program, % bu ime
for ue start looking to the future instead of 1vinx on a day"&o dly

basis, (Koses Mr. chu laina that this Is offiel 80 far Y have az
even heard this as'a rumdyr and have not been able eo check {ts veravity
even {in Saigon.

Viet M1 i and Es

‘In ap atvempt to Tind out what Mr. Ghu's office was doing with |
Viet Mlah 1n£11truo¢ I btrought the subject up. Mr. chu phowed me a map “
Sippossdiy sierds the ot fow B e s oersons. Bosrting from she |
SUPLG S s the en . o ny.
. 9oa st thn!o posks were gnr¥ollhwsx Hai Gui grinh Mbn- Vo Kai Hien Luong;
Luu Dong; Xuar Hea; Xuan Leng A an& Cua Tung; Hon,Hup. 11 these
posts are in the demilitarized gons ayYe app ruximatcly across fyom a
- sorresponding Tist Minh post on thcwoihnr aide of the 1l7th parallel. This
however 'did mot unsﬁur my gquestion. ne Gan quinkly bserve the wide gips
betwoen ssch which ie s u?pnucdxy being by the posts
themselves, w 1tis,dann I don't know since the ere 13 no patrol, in faet
not even any roads that oonmnect the various posts., And for river patrol
they have md boats, MNr. Chu thea quickly said that this was precisely
the problem they were faced with and ﬁcr $hic reasen they were soon o -
esta liah another seourity buffer gone of some 1; to 20 kilometers south
‘ of the present 5 hilomotar demilisarised sons, Finc tho Vietnaneas
, goverament has no oontFol in the demilitariszed mone ndor the contrel of
/ a Vietnamese and French mixed commission) they will take over complete
gontrol in the sacond Puffer !ono.. There they hope to establish about
12 addttional sontyrel posts, Erinﬁipal reasons for this additional
zone will ‘ba 0 havée a better chesk on Viet Minmh 1nfiltrees and tighter
soonomie control,

Mr. G was erha - thh only one. that ndnitted that. up to now there

) was rnally’ 'Qntro previn& people going either porth or south and

-+ that thies T ‘sone. would f curb that problem. He remarked

./ “that evun*th&h shoy will etill. hi?luno sontro)l on eacapees via the maritime

0 routes or Into Laba, it seems iafa %0 assume that mie wore ia happening
~; thamk i# ‘.I.erad to Mim. | . R

Hr. Uhu ttl#td thnu there’ ts aheuﬁ tha e u&vnlent ax k) Viat Minh
, campaniea on the L7%h parailel srying to iltraha the natiohal zone.
. 9g far some 30 of them have bean pad c\Poe abs.rvution 'of the frontier
i section or shLs yepowt): He stated fursher thay these pecple have been
1/ pieked and held in jJefl for que ioain& while dgsiers are prepared on
.. them, From what M, §hu was. tr;znm SAY, WLt qf these pesple were
A pleked w g afger being’ ap-ttdtwuad manortod by . gh& qal citizens. feg
" staves thad mess of the sitisans greund. ﬁh§h r cusi&g s£°t a Viet
. minh 1n!11brtc and quiekxy anapunet htn. grc ] haad to ol ova. With

X
oQ
-

umrzn vumcut e

- .. 4 e e - T . T N
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" g s

‘/,.,/ ‘ - . ;o ) ; B
ae refugees, it 19 .mere simple sfnes .the infiltres often was knewn behind |
///;hljlihﬂaiuni‘Qrﬂl ths sasional noua;.t::ftzgtidiu quickly dcununco&thsm |
as Viet Minh agenss: | f

|

' On this side of the fpenkier in the Vistnavess demilitarined sone,
some 4000, persens live therg as farwars and ge sbons their da%lz work as .
if nothing. eyer Rappened. . A eengus was taken in. this area, This makes

deteotsion-of Vies Minh agenus meve diffisuls due %o -the sonsgnued activity i

in this. sone. The Viesnansse Burete has piaced sems 100 polise azents !
vhgro_to_wateh over the farmersy . - . B SRR E _ |

In the meantime the Vistnamese Surete has -:Eontd the same tactios i
to infilsar their.awn agents acroas the 17th parallel asscretely or wish -
pernits, However; whsh shose wivo enter the Viet Minh sens . seorately, all
myet beware ef ﬁhﬂuiisht'aeuurta{ sontrel imposed by the wvillagers. Any |
stranger ia dhe village is quickiy reportads This is the real danger in
the Viet Mink-wone ++ mot the frontier. The psrmits Mr. Chu talke about
are =0 called ﬁormanent laisseyg passer, 600 of them in all have been
offered %o both sides and are good wntil Jaruary of 1956, The reasons

: a8 Lo perply & ow of trade betweer tha Lwo sones,’ e nanese

for its police

comes {n and .

agents, Thin up to very d1ffigult ol of vro
go68 'oUt: of the Viet mng ‘zoney t';l Wl%. qontrol of, whe

R My, Clm furbher a&ﬂtéﬁﬁhat in mGSt;lﬁétaﬁcc£ 1ﬁ‘ ». J P
o onse, fiiine smopere, "Theve W1 ualalty il Wi thai0enl peorle
e ae wuao o eOuLE Thiers permanently., 1If they are gepuine sacapees .
and not Viet Minh infilttes;'the Yogal Bonitls N "y deny ap: '
%0 many get lost in the equa.;:¢§;£§l~ ?ﬁ§§§1§n Villngldonnunoathem,_

[

| “In his offiei@l repdrt“to“ﬁaigegf ﬁr.‘Chu fav;al é th ~£ A
zggg in ﬁg;tgatg?bo§2ggd_g£ 20,000 Viet M;nﬁ afenta in the ;ntlozzltz:;:Q. !
1n'th¢P§buth‘q“’ Y half of thgsa‘boiqgngpnta oft behind by the Viet Minh {

. -Pnvwme 13, 1955 an wttempt was made to go alone the
z:fiobsnrvo qqndi&ipns‘tharo. This trip ended in £§iluro ﬁaﬁthulggzngg?all‘l
_ Fr&mt:;y‘authoraplga vere ppt'vtrg”$ynphthatip‘tawaur'1ﬁx-rcata.tﬁcr.*w
the _110 Ofafﬁnﬂtibn,pr the Prench Colonel, one géts the impression that. . -
- A:t ;a; ~abcolhtc‘hotror of Infracting the Geneva accord even to the
of ereating instances that m{g ngver aven thought of fn Censvay
ernizsion to enter the Prench demilitarizsd szons he. eikplained gould not
ba\aapqmpiiahodﬁ_ lent e toYepPal was rirst Jent To thzfeiot. nh ?t.pamynt
;equo;ting their permiesion and approval, This.is the £iyst sdums I syes &
‘ eltglo{ the Viet Minh Wolding dome sort of control soiith of the 17th
ﬁgrab ol. Rather than get upset with this obsequious French colonel who
- was by then fgnnipg.hlwaglf furiously we accepted his argumeny and left
. Our names, etoi ad his office 89 that he could attempd te get lalases
2 ﬁ:;;era_for,aa for a later day during the wesk. 'He explained thet the Viet
= _diap{arontl do the same in-'return, all in the isteréss of meintaining
.. 8000 Yelationship, How the 'French or Viet Mq.nh,....coxlg .6ver check this
, Out 18 hard to explain, 'Not to Yet this ruin sur Ay eompletely, we used it
\ﬁtaolo?k over the situation along route #9, as far as we could dr{ve safaly
te: I might add that on this trip, we were stopred at an economie )

. dontrol point along the ro is :
talked about, lueh talkan?_mmi;‘ ??ﬁfﬁ%&??“ﬁﬁ}.ﬁ&;ﬁiﬁ”;,cﬁ 80 4 %7

s
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/ aan; cases,; the strong cousrol ‘exist only gn the read, IXf one has he ]
- Pasiengs: 1o g0 through the rice paditew and %hu-buhoa, he ¢ould move
L a%-will with no-pyedlems,) :

' On June 17, 1935, we returned $¢ ths }
4n with Mr, Dong, Shef dé Frovimce mt Quany Pri; By :
Hensa had: been aken care of by his staff ind _hi___hmg arranged for a
Vietnamese manmber of. the mixed issien, Major Linh, to aceompany us in
the svent we snssuntered any futher diffieulty, The ﬁl-rdc Province was _
rather upset by 'the treatment we had received by the French and was quite
bitser. Again the Freneh aatipathy was slearly :gv:g;ém;- ' .

Had a.meeting with Mr. Dong, Uhef de Provines of Quang Tri and his |
assistant Mr, Uyen whe from that n‘m-.ﬁ"‘nmmpantcd'ua‘ nw‘rywher‘dmand :
asted as interprevar, He preved mess helpful and guite interssted in our I
eészcapee program, At all our stops he pushed the program and will wndoubte-

dly take "chu‘:c‘_of it hthoﬂuangm area, "
y -l i b by 3 ‘b!’.’dl 13
K;’ Thaps the first eoutrol poknt that could be used so sheck out all
Quang Tri) who gives them food and
Avd or go ssuth, Those Who choose to temain are resettled vhere,

¥ parallel, and ghecked
i "'g“‘thia time all arrange-

- Nee Deng, stated Shat 1w gensral all the refugess and e_gup?u”who
Sone Aercss tie 17h parailel usually present themselves to the Chsfs de
Distriass or Villages and ask for help as Fefugees, {Note: Olearly
segapses,) fmtncy are usunlly glven a certiffcate and went to
the O As Frovince \of - _ noney and
pApoes them in she transit ommps. Usual subsisteneed is rice ‘#nd 1Y plastres
gn_i y for 15 days. Duwing that Sime Shey are asked if they want to stay

n
Those who wans So g0 south are sent to Mr, Vink in Hue and evertually te
:ﬁﬁm‘h“ was quite nl:g again. heve, f?.i““ ‘ .‘!1)10 ‘made ‘wﬁdi.&mnb .
B betiweon rafugees and ssgapees., are all the same to him , and
all are !.m‘ d&at-ly considered as "rerugu.i._,y- S S | '

.« Them Mr. Deng went inte a 10n§:u1k~ about the néew HYaffer zone that ‘
will be established south of the demilitapiszed sone to control Viet Minh
infiltrees and economic traffiec, : Thie' - wae the same plan as had been -
previously.repersed by Mr. Ohm of the Surete in Fue. o

. § took shis: oﬁportMt S0 question Mr, Dong on his attempts to
Altexr the: Vit cZone, - With bir smiles he stated that he raady
- 3 I!Rgg people behind the Viet Mianh 1lines, all apparently in contact with
* him, is 1s done he explained through the merchants who fo bagk and
forth daily. Ne #id met go fato the wwabers and thelr aot vities but Mr,
DQ:f did mot salk with $ce mmch sureness und osncreteness, Mowt of this
asti
lef

stivity may have basn wishful thinking or stfll on the plannfng boards.
t Ny, Dong and presseded %o Dong H:g-t.o meet our .hurﬁ“ thoggen to
the 17th parallel.

On_ the way %o the frentier; Mr, Uyen decided that we should Btop

im the village of Ha Thuong, seat of the distriet of Gia Linh and talk with

¥r. Ho Liem Ghef de Distriete .Nr. Liem aléo secompanied wi to ‘the 17th -

mlm a3d proved mest infowsative and coeperdsive. Ré no doubt will’
401¢ -another key figurs im our future escapee reception program,
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..t District of Ota T4RN is She farthest marvh and bordera the.
" ent1ssarized sonas 1 il,mg?diwnwﬂu within a short time be in
the Vietnamess ecomonmip Mf”- wonei . . | _

o Upon quessianing, Mp. Liek stated shat his police offieisls have
veported z::lqn:am' mé‘q 'y _:. soris passing through the village per momth,
These were not. picked up as Vied Minh agente so ons could presume them Se
e escapees. He addsd that this does not vrepresent the usual commereial
stranger \dmam?-a imto the villagy fer business purposes. Thase wers
werely the new faces in the village 'who wers spotted (not necessarily gic&oﬂ
up or .asaisted as refugees). Mr, Liem'was immediatsly interssted in the
ssgapee program since he 18 aware of the need for it, He stated that he
will stidy the pessibilities and discuss this fro am with the chefas de
vtllagee aleng the demilitarigzed sons wishin his distrist and all the way
fron route pasionale F1 to the soabt, ~ . - L

18 Purthei disoupsion, it was lu.gsumw He Thuong be used as

a revspion osnter and the various villages. as smtenmas to pisk up the
fntunpﬁmnia- All escapees will be takem Vo the di &‘ ce for

-

registering and assistance. Arvangements will be made from hers with
Suang Tri for transportation, I stressed to Mr, Liem that particular care

of these people should be exercised, with food and assistance. This ma
prove an sxoellent opportunity to arrest any infilltrees or determine ¢h
escapee 1s gemuine or mot. Mr. Liem, claims he is quite gongerned about
the Vtot,m?;l agonts coming th . On several oseasions, he claime he
sent some of Bis polige agynts into the demilitarised sone (over whieh he
has ne. gentwol) to flush out somé of the Viet Minh sgents there and physica-
m. bring them bask to his distriet for questiowing and shipaent to mng
«. He' adsp stated that hs 1s in geed reapport with the Ghef de District
of Trueng Leng (in Lhe demilitarized sone) and she latter often called him
up te entey the demllitprized zonwe Yo. phak gh Viet Minh infiltree held in
- his office for shipment south, (Nete: ‘The Ghef de District in the demili.
. tarised sane ia, aokplepsly ipowerless snd helplese. The aone is contrelled
by a Erengh and Viethemese mixed commission.} . :

R /Tmmmit of interest heve 1o aoed and already a nucleus exists
for the establishment ¢f an escapee reception, (Note: These two distriet
. shisfe will work closely tosether and come up with plans lor the establishe

ment centérs, locations, spotting areas, systems and submit them to the
Chef de mﬂme of Guang Tri as soon as ready,)

. .K teok this opportunity So Sell them that ¥r, Lusdg wyuld' furnish
them with: the, mépinm ateistance 4 personnel and money = when ﬁh&{
some up with a working plan and Chers would be enough esgapess to- Justify
‘the progyes, . 1 the meantime, they will handle this as part of their
regular dutiesy . . ' R T R

Ben

 Upgn ayriyig &% the 17th parallel, we wers met by &'y
‘polios offiser, ﬁd&wﬁncmm His%’m ie }W unﬁgql

Hpl Riyer = The
ung Vletnamese
nt on Poute

nationale #1 at the 17th parallel,’ kY
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. . . The futurw prozyam was explained %o Wim snd ho d:u.tw!;
et m 25 %0 30 peepls: nuﬂ m-ou Bhe Mauer* WMoY nt

e coming over thw bridge on youte natisnale !h:u puﬂ% "Yis. Ba
iflaims that ence the: p ‘ann make thedr way 4nto the Viet Mgnh dmﬂi-
Marized sona; they M o ohessel ved ap farnerd, dodlise and slowly ‘work -
Sheir way ‘Lo the river, 0m tlinre Shey prewsed: %o the bridge and makn

mad dash over the bridge and into the nationsl sone. (Ae simple as thatit!)
See observation of security at the 17th parallel seotion of this repor

ls further reported that theke who oun, swist aoross the river, (Note! $
4# his observation at M« e&.m There are about 10 such posts along the
frontier, not te mention Wide gaps between thdm This post however is
¥he only one with & bridgsesy -

" Lty Besnard stated that ere of the greatest difficulty for the
ehcapte- 48 the svtions of the 160 at the berder. The feeling at the 17th
parallel in thm: t.huu tl&pu ‘should be returnsd to the Viet Minh singe

are: pot officdal refugees. In  instances he reports the Viet
: - nAn SVer wmg ‘retiry of thede evéapess glaiming
shew to- bc prtmnu-s who have- veoaped fren jail and secues the Vietnamese
vernment. of sheltsring erindnale., When they can, the pelice quiockly help
1088 ptoplc out of the dm:luri.ud wone and send them ho @Gia Linh or
™rs fox tmctue. lbﬂ of thm nak. thair way to ‘wmang Tri, =

; Hbls of the cuunpona GOming acroos Lt. Besnard claims are pesople
from the Viet Minh demilitarised rone or slightly farther north, perhaps

as far as Ha Tigh, -He elunims she biggest probiew for the escapes is %o

g8t to She: demilitarised sone.,  Once.there they can always make their way

$¢ the river and adross, Others. farther herth have 80 satl down the cagst
i junks and Lu. Besnard relstes soms of the Viet Minh measures apgsainst -
this as follows:  FNerth of the 17th parallel along the coast, the Viet Minh
have placed at vurious prominent points like Tach Ban, tall masts with .
Vietnamesw flages $o attrast the essapees soming by boaw. ‘Once the sscapees
sse the fimg they think they ave S the nationalist mone and quipkly mak

for the shere only te be met by the Viet Miah poliee and disgoaed of in

. sustomary fashien, Sems of the psopls frem thoae aveas who have esecaped
have reported this stovry. The- e roct has hcoa good and not tﬂu mach
‘sagaping is doneower tcr. e O

in.f‘amnion. ‘He “slatas thes: and Na Mnh; many permons ay
'$ilsses pasesrs very eawilydnd sent n theirway, Howover, when'
¥he border they ape -detainsd: *Ad held for sropaganda inatmetion plus
 good treatment.  Seus ¢f “‘thess refugees are pamtuted v6-oross inte Vietnas
| #ase sone with large @uMsse of Viey Mish money. These ﬂfugces presen
t'mmulusias m;e hlt‘ i3 p% g‘gtmtl 1;&1:1 ; ‘reinbursed éd
stres. since 't ave refygess B0 ¥ property prior
oaming across ths fwontier. (Note: Thie i3 a r!.dieulous atyltude on
thoir part. In the sarly days my left lorth Vietnam and all their belong-
never: baing repafd, This e & gaite and est 16 Yoo atsitude,) Ina
mstances whers tho umg m M mma e @of de Province sehanged

LINTED OFFIGAL USE. .
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this money, On gue Geeisien, hovever priest came dver with four million
Vie Minh dongs &nd demanded “that i e hanged, Since the Chef e ey
District could not cope with such a sup :2§inamrt-ﬁf mysh illegnl syaifl

in the village of Yhwy Ban, in the demilitariysd s B told the pvzn

w gl theve and atteapt to ‘Nave hls MMY 3 : ow days
,:%drr'gons, thn prtcst unn adle to txﬂh&nga nxl kis duugs for p&aatr--
v?tv ‘b’ ’

pon fhrth.r diueuasian 1t was ¢1sob Thuy Ben 18 a nntorionu
contey of 1illegal nnrth»seuth'ecnnomiu affid, in the demilitarined
gone it is protected from Vigtnamese savarnmnns act! Thuy Ben is on the

old north-aouth”onmm&rcial rautea.

- Singe many psopls in the damilitarimed zone have 1&1:50: passers to get
over frontiorl most of this trading 1rm§oing on in the proteation of:g
denilitarized sone, The Viet Minmh t 4t for their own ihterest,
problem Sa that ‘the peopld of the Vietnam.se demilitariged sone aleo have
access %o the fiational gone, - Gdhaequinﬁly. 4a the.r hands bhe tralfiec items
have & clear Poute $nto the Viet Minh wone, TPirincipal items of aomneroe
are rice, gas, and petrﬁloum products, Reports have it that a Jcrr;h1‘

| (5 gallona}: o gas will bring éggfptnatrua in the Viet Minh is
by profitable huuinnsa for these er gone people and they have no intention

i of stopping it. This traffic is all aarriod over on thair backe and their
boats, aaroaa the bprdaru . \

In the g af past diaaaﬁain with Mfa Dong and Mr,. Ghu. 1t begomes

clear why the Vie uta govermusnt intends to set an economic sone
of the pressnt d ta;%zgd gone, Trafiie: atill get through but much
of 1t will bve aurbnd. iw seemis serious and rtant cnough thub further

check might bn advilabla.

~ Returnivg to- the point of thu txchang- of Tiat Hinh dongs for plastres,
Mr, Uyen was interested to find out '4f someons, presumably Mr, Luong, would
give permission to exchange these dongs into plastres. 1 don't Rnow how they
expected me o solve this problem aince %t was way out of our fto1d§

answer was that this would be unfair Lo the earlier re o8 who lelt svery-
thing te go south apd 4f réally a nedessity thoy nould always revert te the
teohniquaa uaed by the prilnb at Thuy Bad. . L

N TR B
Remarks: e i
' .5‘.-‘“'\" "

With nll tho caepqraninn shown at the border.area, I was, npzll

. unable to get one answer clear, Hamely ‘gome po%zll sone tc our-
. side are there suy mhy go running over %o the Viet Minh side, |
i question.I reoaived.the sane replies yverywhere that whem the pobplo tn ‘the
national zone are %&irviﬁw%d by the TCC, all of them reply loudly that

they nevér Wint to go back to the Viet Ninh gone, Supposedly no one wants
to go in the Viat Mizh :ans, but that doas not provn that nnna nxtr gg th-rn
willingly or uthdrwi ;

3P#ﬂt cunszdarubla ana niih Hr.. : dinnnap ‘the plans sbf tha
escapee propram, - Mr, gruvﬂd t0' be mﬁst ‘sooperative and a key person
ir Hue, He ahnuld be mcst elpful in the future escapee program.

P . v
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Att ed to establish what system of registration Mr. Vinh
smploys far all insoming rsfugess/esvapses. : R
.. Raoh family is regissered on a family exed filled in Juate,
gzl aard &;‘ktpt.:;~thu hoad of the family while the duplisate Is képt
dsh whe Josal Ghef de Frowvines,  Than sach tndividunx~1l‘g§:wu & \

| sard which scrves as seme form of fdensiftcation and ties $hat bg:s-m::ma

' with tha  unlts  Disbursemeris, food, sto, are noted on the family
b cards omly. - the individual lsoess or destroys his card he must
apply at the Chef de Province for a new one, In the event a family is
transferred to anothcr.grovtnabgzthp feate card is transferved %o the
new Chef de Frovince. In this way, duplication of gayment, subsistence,
ebe., can be. avoided, What happrened a family leaves on its own,

Mr. Vinh did not explain. {Bee snclosed sample eards.)

Aotually, Mr, Vinh keeps no real ree¢ord of the refugees other than
his dailly tabulations in graphic form, For this resson it was impossible
for him to check and verify which were refugees or escapeses. Duplicate
reglstration cards should be kept in Mr, Vinh's office as a matter of more
permanent record. For some unknown reason, Mr, Vinh does not think that
thie is a good idea. More pressure will have to be applied te atteupt
to have Mr. Vinh keep better records, if any degree of accurag¢y is expected,.

In the meantime, Mr..Vinh agreed that he would keep dally tabula-
tions on both offioial refugess and escapess coming over the 17t parallel.
He will alsoe instpuct all the provinces, district and villages to keep a
close chegk on all future crofsings, and submit reports to himd He will

QINITED OFRH

keep informed (our-office in Hue} on a weekly baais, This she provide
us with the needed accurate figure for the time being. ‘

My Vinh had me visis a local Hue reception center where some
1000 refugees are in transit, This is the placs where the refugees ars
registered upon arriving. The enclosed e¢ards furnished by Mr, Vinh's
office are used, . |

Upon talking to the Qhef de Diatrict, who handles this transit
camp, I found ouk that the 1000 transients are true escapees, Actually
it is very hard €0 prove or disprove this since no differentigtion is
nade upen ;:ﬁiatitin;a Each and every ohe ¢f the refugees would have $o
be questio on ghia, A rather lengthy prdcess, The chief wes perhaps
making a bold estimate, o

In most of my trips %6 the various areas, I was accompanied by
Mr. Le Van Vinhgye ‘Up to now, Mr. Vinh has not been intsrested sscapess
since he looked wupon thea as refugees, He did realisze that his actual
?:ag oggnt was alsays more than the IO0C listing, but he never looked into
arther. " e

My, Vinh states thas fyom 1 March he etarted keeping gount of the
refugees coming through., On %8 March, the ICC stepped in and degan giving
My, Vinh an official count so Mr. Vinh stopped his actual 1y head gou
but kept on sending mere peopls to Tourane than was reporte

”'"'I 1
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s meantime 'ﬁrn vy n, assidtant’to She Chef de Province in
Quang Ti:ﬂ::: also rtciirigg g: agees and esgapsees and keep . tuﬂg;
dadly head gount, It seems ab Shis point that none of thnzzﬁ‘ngnrqu
were ever cderdinated, They were mersly kept for the resord snd for

reinbursenest purposes, Rirtrthalﬁnlﬁnrhsro is not toe muck dlssrepensy

and the différence might as well be charged off as eseapees(. These
figures will . hah&{ be as adéurate as anybody's guess. Fér purposes
comparison, ‘the two lists are as follows:

¥r, Uyen (Quang Tri) Hr.’finh { Hue)

Feb ’ 2 117
u:::m ’§ - ® 39
s 156

" 26

10 - 27
: 11 28 32
1 129 -
109

N
L ¥ ]

¥

.;"_'16’f §i ; C ',.. ‘_':‘§5§ _
SRR T e R S
e TR P T A

“mﬁy-; ;

s BPRRERBHELE o 2 BERSR
-
1

LU
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| Mr. ﬂyen (Quamg Tri) . My, Vinh (Hue}
! wyd e 160
8 302
Lé' 266 200
is |
W% L9
18 372
19 1751 s
20 B/
21 5
-2 n
25 -2
26 i3
Juns 1 7 | és
B . ig | ,
Totals - 853, o 7816

For the poricd pr:i.or to Pebruary 25, 195§i Mr, Uyen produced the
following figurest  Augaev .ﬁ 1954 to l\lflﬁ‘ ” 9 g‘.: QEZL%P&M t; .

Fron September 7, 197 0 1on ve. Kesp b1y W'raf\l&les or f
pped. g‘rwut‘ ing ﬁaﬁngﬁﬂ%huparal o% .dal{'éf ?J;en :ut?.gnua that YTros [
;83:%::% 195?"60 16 June 19355 lppronmuly £ _c289pee8 - .aame over the

17th parallel. . .

fi;una as
On the other hand l&-. Vinh l.n Hue, explains his ents ‘5
followa: Prior te March 28, the dutly tahul:?lona bsym :; rapra

E ) gggnﬁ uﬁw eriod. {Not gures for
§n§ u“m. pc o?%:::lrg;_é_‘ fh'. Vinh rurthar stated that as of 16 May

|
/

seaapee/refugess to ‘l'ourana while the ofﬂcul
Igc hot d tha sane pcrgd totals refugees, Then, Mr .
elaims, the b:gum ol iws the n resent a twtnl g %m.
nauu lfwth a!’lhhrc 1955 to 16 53¢ .
es avere rm 1. Marsh 1955 to 16 lhy ”sw_u_
a:l. " Mr, Uysn's o u uf 500 pssapess from 1 fre those
955 is & ees dallyy (Notet This is enl W

yor © i D6 d Hus,
ning ovey U "perellel and comi m;lumg‘l'rian
3::”;;;;‘320 :gnsiebr was the statement made ear jer on the mcap;g:s:ho

i with the lecal pepmm and mettle st thm border S uroly
nwer figure in any um Mm flm ia; mltptods P
rqlativu, ‘

1nt.o considers
Vinh Mhor stated m tm na fimen mt. take
ation th?a.; essapees who case down by Samplit e rceorciad in his office.
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Ho zives the following figures off some maAYitine ‘¢acapeast 26 February 1
32 escapees; 15 Maroh: 195 » % &3 escapess; 9 April 1955, « i escapess,
Tovel 139. This however $8 & grossly underestimated figure and misses

gounviess number of esoapees who came down last fall and are now resettl

955,

ed -

but nonetheless, eseupesn, In & resettled nang near Tourane, I personally
y

talited to s yiest whe came dowm fyem Ha Tinh
1954 wish 1200 of his flock. NHe and many otheras like him figure only in
the grand refugee tosal, . .- . .. . \ =

‘Rivat"dlancos'at,tho'tunaliltl.otkﬂeu-ﬂyon and Mr. Vinh tends to
iive one the lupression of ubter oconfusion in caleulations. In theipr
totale, Wowsver, they do not VAry S0 gruatly with onl sons differ
from the period of 28 March 1955 to 1
of ;-ggus pér‘d«y&fﬂ!h!t codld easily be scgomuted for in & tine lag
betves ¢ two aibies of Quang Tri and Hue, or alight errors in gountin

. FFior to leaving Nr. Vinh, he gave me the following final figure
of rerugeas ;n‘tha Hu- ourgne area, 11 are in transis oamps,

w% Trd ‘1842
| A 2000
Pourane (2 camps) 3815
PW eamp 1419
L M '_(lPPNl)"__-. 2000 -
7 Total 18 Jume 1955 - 11076
~ Waiting in the Viet Mimh Zone | 6,000

1 Gggocatiﬁtying}fieling iu-oouptflng thﬁ two lists ia thatitﬁe rumor
of the 6, =o$cnftes flowing through the 17th parallel in the few days .
955 deadline is a mysh, Further, the tho ht that up to

after the 18 _
1,000 escapeen ’r refugees same through was elarified a8 a single event
and not a eontinuous occurance, However, as for a correct tabulatioh,
much is still left to be desired.

Persao bservations at the 17th Parallel:
1. Upon approaching the immediate bordsr area, there is a 5 kilometer
demilitar{zed sone on each side, with contr5I posts at the entrance road
Yo this zone, Checks are aparently only on the roads while the ares
between these posts is not ﬁatrollod, unguarde, and unchecked, A Laisae
passer is needed to enter thia mons and approval must be secured in adva
with the Vietnamese, French and Viet Minh all concurring,

2. The 5§ kilometer demilitarized zone is a vast rice plain with some
6000 inhabitants, (b ‘

living and working, The distriet of Truong Long is in the demilitarized
zone. Although the chief of the distriet lives and has his offise there
he ia completely powerless since this gone is ynder the control of the
mixed commission of Vietnamese and French military.
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3+ The actual border is the winding Ben Hai river to the end near the

mountain regions, Through the mountain regions the border is the 17th
Parallel drawn acroas to Laos,

ko The Vietnamase and Frengh military have 10 control poets alon: the
river, None in the meuntain reglons near Lace, These posts arve at various

- key pointe, bends, roads and streams emptying inte the Ben Hai, Generally
the Viet Minh have ' A ‘ n |

2 have their posts asross the Tiver at the same points,

5. Control point vislved was the posts at the bridge on route nationale
No. 1 go: 4CrG6s -the Ben Hai river, Each side has a cantilever gate
at each end of the bridge,

6+ There are the manmders of the mixed qumtaaion and Vietnamese guarde
civile at. these posts, There is no patrol between these prosts, nor
communication except by radio phone, Thess poste sre responsible for
guarding the border arsa between sach posty , -

7. There are no fences, barbed wire, e8e., along the banks of tha rivnrg
No ‘ 4 Yoy bunﬂ* There is no patrol on the
river by either side, -

8, HNormal a¢t1vitz‘9£ rice cultivation can be obperved on both siécs‘of.

the border area, abor parties were alec seen working on the Viet Minh

sige of the river bank. - Snvbralksanganbiwure moving up and down the river
¢ s0p

h no apparent control or ohe e were also fishing in the pive
without any problems, : ‘ _ € . Fiver

zones for commereial purposes, These persons have Permanent laisseg
{;‘ passers, I personall observed sever Hetnamese women with their basket
' .oarriers procesd into the Viet Mimh aone by merely showing this pass at
; the control gate at the bridge. No fleeing escapses were observed,

R
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