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CONFIDENTIAL

Mr, M.H,B, Adler, Chief, Fleld Service Ancust b4, 1955
Mr. Coster and Mr. Frakes
ﬂiaaait&ad Data Relative Atuanka Fhuoe Ly Area, Bién'Hoa Frovince,

Field Report ¥S- 33 7

This ¢lassified report is sugplemsnhal to and should be read in
conjunction with unclassified Field Ravort FS-336, dated 3 August 1955,

Additional observations and data obtained on field trivs made on
August 1 and 2, 1955 followt

A) Locale

1) Cat Lai Perry operated by the Frovince of Cia Dinh aeross the
Bonp fa% n&;;; becanme inoperative on July 29, resuned service

This non-operation of the ferry coincided with the period
during which the villages were attacked. First attagk was in
Daoc Ngan the night of 29 July (actually 1:40 A.M. - 30 July).
Second attask was in two adjoininz villagee of Thanh Ra and Dai
Lam on the night of 31 July (actually about 2:00 A.M, - 1 August}..

2} ©On the Bien Hoa Provinee side of the ferry {east bank of the
Jong Nai River) is located a small Gao Dal owtpost under the
comuand of L, Tran Thanh Nghe. This installation was under mortar .
fire the might of 31 July. Mine soldiers were injured. Under
gonstructions were new esrth fortifications for sentry pests,
Dao Ngan villaye is about 6 kms BSE of this Oao Dai Fost.

Pgﬁ‘ commander belleves the road 1s at rresent secure up to

~ The area from Cat-lai Ferry ESE along Route Logale No. 25 and
Route Fro¥inciale No, 19 toward Lomg Thanh and also east of the
refugee villages vieinity is under control of Cao Dal troops.
Location of other outposts is not known., The line of demarkation
between the area under jurisdiction of Cao Dat Troops and the
Garde Oirvile from Long Thanh could not be determined. The Garde
g;viia'anntrois-fbur.trntn west of Long Thanh of indefinite
ocation. ‘ . .

Note: Route mumbers vary with maps and may cause confusion,
However only two roade connect with Long Tﬁanh from Fhuos Ly.
3) On the east bank of the Dong Nai River north af.thn £'

f:nﬁing is located a large French military hydraplsna'in,tt_‘a; i
on. ,_ : : |

4) Two kilometers east of Dao Ngnﬁ on Routé Lahalo'ﬂe.‘ZS is ;i
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servetions and Data - Dabd Ngan:

A few meters from the village of Dao Ngan 18 located a Tra;plas
lonastery. Father Malsohi with whom we are acquainted, gave us the
following data; : '

1) The French Amuunition Depot employs many coolie laborers who
nOw are or ware Binh Xuyen members.

g}_'ga'bdiiatta ammunition 1s suprlied to the Binh Xuyen from this
POt \ : '

3) Amerisan Military assistanoce smmunitien is said to be stored
*»

b} _!ha_gfitnt beliaves there ix sollusion between the French, Cao
Dat and Binh Xuyen, _

5} For several days before the first atteeck & motor patrel boat
operated up and down a branch of the river north of the village.
6} He believes this boat s harbored at the hydroplans base at

Oxt Lai, The attackers of Dong Ngan came from two boats om the

braneh of the river, '

7} Villagers of Dac Ngan have been 1nfbrmod'b{ attackers assumed
to be Binh Xuyen they must leave in ten days time or they will
again be attacked,

8) The Binh Xuyen consider the surrounding eounﬁryaida'&e'bt
their territory since &t one time arrangements had been made with
the French placing the territory under their control,

The rafufnet have been told that if they wish to stay in this
area they will have to obtain permisaion fyom Bay Vien and that -
young men from the village must serve in the Binh Xuyen army,

9) Father Mslachi ssid that he believes the Binh Xuyen heatquarters
are looated at WA BE area on the west side of the Dong Nat River,
about 14 kilometers seutheast of Satgon., Yoo

It was learned from the villagers of Dao Nean that when atta&kéd
nany peopls were night fishing, consequently not at home, o

| The attack wag made suddenly but was deliberate, unhurried uhd :
without confusion, indicating the attachers felt secure in their effortsa,

C) Observatiens and Data = Thanh Re-Dai Lam | [

$1th respegt to the attack in the villages of Thaih Ra amil Dad
Lam the following information was lsarned from various sources., ;yv-

1{ 4,530 Dai patrol tiad been in the ares gn Bunday micht du
31, 1958, u N A o

A
-

, It was aup;osed'théir regence wan g 5. the éroublcthV“
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2) Ahoit 20 itmites after the Cac Dai 1éf%, the refugees heard
mortar agd machine gun fire, Acgording to witness the patrol at
that tilte was 1o more than one kilometer distant,

) n?:; simultanecusly with the firing the Bink X arvived
{direstion from which they eame uminown) agsompanied by shouting
:i thﬁir;gwnhzgdithat gf'uhn rafugocgﬁ A£¥;§ aba:: i:a ghn
inutes of shouting and warnings to the refugees leave area
domédistely, teen uge ghtldren who aceompanied the Mnh Xuyen
tartsd to furn the refuogeefs houses ons by one., Approximately
armed adults kept the refugees from offering any resistance.
Aceording to the refugees there was some sporadic mortar and :
Jmaghine gunefire trained om the village which also sended to keep !
the refugees from offdring resistance. : -

k) Feople who attempted to save their property were beaten by
thernttacqua and furoqd,to throw their poasessions on the fires,

5) The Binh Xaysn told the psoprle the burnings would continue so
long as they remained in the area and that those who offered
resistance or vemalned would be killed, Mest of the refugees fled
to the surrdunding fields and woods in érder to eseape being .
beaten or injured,

6) The house burninz took place house by house, one at & time,
and deksed only when the attackers exhausted their supply of
torohes and combustihle fuel, ' X :

7) VWhen the fires had burned down and the noise abated, the
refugess game gut of the fields and woods, Upon reaoching their
viliaze they saw the Cao Dal troopms standing in the road, However
the Cao Dal were very indifferent and gompletely disinterested,
They di4 mot offer any healp or even mike any sytipathetie remarks.,
When queried as to they had mot returned to the village
fimmedigtely upen hnsr':g the shooting and the cries of the refugees
and seeing the fires, the Gep Dai troops refused to even give an
answer,. The ess belisve that previous arrungemsnts were made
between the Cao Dai troops and the Binh Yuyen, ' .

$I The Fraagh.nmmanitaan.dqact loeated 3 idlometers north ¢£.thn
- villages offered no assistanse nor did anyone appear from there
o0 make ingquiry,

. The refugses of Dai Lam and Thanh Ra also believe the
amnunition was supplied to the atbackers from this Fremch depot,
9) A wilitary efficer from Hong Thanh etabed that the Binh Xuyen
ware present in large force in the Forest Sat, o swymp and -
narsh area asuth of Phuoe Ly, alse said that 1t was 4imposaible
for him to pursue these people with the troops and dquipment he
now has aveilable, He indigated that he believed nophing positive

{1 Vietnamens Army troops were relisved from

could be done unt : .
- 1’1[2[][:3 this area
j |

surrent opsrations %
fulletine,
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D) Recoumendations
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f,//f 10} The priest and rmtuﬁnqa‘ﬁf fh;nh-ﬁlehqri requested that sinee

they ssungt depand ex the military now stationed ia the sres .
rilies and smexnition sheuld be issued %0 Shem for self defense.
They feel that the past atbasits wore im the maturs of s werning
and the next attacks will result in killings,

11} Is 42 -be noted that . off thg:zaxhgnqn wars fo iy
nasbyrs -of the Regional Guards {DIA-PHUONG-QUAN) in north Vietnam
and have had military training, o ’
12) ZInoluded in the iaraaﬁig;ting partz was Colonel Nguyen Limh
Chien, ocomcander of the 12th regiment which controla the Bien Hoa

aring hia briefing to the Commissioner Genural and the Chef

Dar
de Province he stated his military needs for effwcetive proteotion
of the arsa VIZ. . S :

Seven Wloaidouses whinicost of 200,000 $X0 each, Oolonel Ohiem
stated he ovould not alter the present a{tuation in this area if
the request for blockhouses was not approved.

| Ghinn 6hiﬁbtld to any djstbibntion‘uf arms or hmﬁunitﬁbn-to
the refugees until such time as the blockhouses are constructed,

1) Since the ferry at Cat Lai is the only direct connecting link
to Saigon from Phuos Ly the responsible Gia Dinh Province authorie
ties should maintain operation at all times,

', Pressnt scheduls is a proximately aigﬁt heura.por day with the
usual noon day break. - ‘ - ' |

Thia'térry'crossing is of economis value ainca‘it is the only
practical route to the Saigon_marketa. -

2) The Thu Thiem ferry erossing over the‘Ssigoﬁlﬁivtf-(foot_of
Catinat Street, Saigon) should alsc maintain a sonstant operating
schedule without the noen dey break fyom 11:30 o 2130,

~ Although Cat Lai Ferry can be reaghed by way of Thu Duc the
gnute is approximately 18 kilometers farther than by Thu Thiem

3) The fuquaaé hg'the military for ssven blockhouses at a unit
cost of 200,000I0% a total cost of 1,400,000 Io§ {$40,000 US) s
considered ﬁeyond“tha realn of reason and necessity,

It is belteved that proper utilisation of present military
personnsl now stationed in rhuoe Ly and Long ‘T grvas'wwu;dln

afford proper segurity.
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4) Im Iien of blockhouses, whose effectiveneas is questioned, it

would be far better to provide the Chief of Province with sufficient |

sconamie and finansial support to permit him to resolve the Fhuoo Ly :

grohan by relocation to secure arsas elsewhere im Bien Roa 4
rovinos. o

In oommeation with relocation the following facts require
consideration: |

%) The villages are presently located in an area axtremely
suscertible to attack,

b) They are completely fsolated from the marikets and other
facilities provided by a metropolitan area or even that of a

- large town,

¢) One r:fe, Dao Ngan, is ?ompoaad of tradesmen with no
means of earning a livelihood {See Resettlement Questionnaire)
Plus the fagt water must be purchased as thers are no wells in
the villape,

Proper protection should be provided inngdiately for all villages
in Fhuoe Ly area umtil such time as relosation is completed or cther
solution 18 'in effect.
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