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CONFIDENTIAL 
Mr. K.H.:s.14llft'f Ohl.r, Field B.ll"riee 

iVh". eo.wr and Mr. Frakes 

Clallll1fted. ~ Relative Att;acka FhuGe Ly Area, Bien HOIl Province. 

Field Repol"t rs-~ 1 

'ftd.. olassified report is 8upplemental to and shOuld be read 1n 
conjUDct1olll. 1d.th unclassified Field Report li's..336 , dahd :3 AutJ;Ust 1955. 

AchU.1i1onalobaervations and data obtained on £1eld trips made Oft 
August 1 and 2, 1955 folloWI 

1) Locale 

.___---"<toe.. _ . 

1) Oat La! Ferry operated by1>he Pl'Ovlnee. of G1a Dinh &Ol'O88 the 
Dlmg ... MYel" became iDOperat;l Yeon tJuly 29, NItUIIItId ""ice 
AugUat 2. 1955. 

This 1'I.Ol'l-operation of the terry coincided with the period 
during which thev111ages wre ntaued. Firat /It'taGk __ 1a 
Dao Wean tbe night of 29 July tactually 1,40 A.I(. - )0 JuJ.y). 
SecoRd _.taok wa 1n two ad.joinine villages of Thanh Ita and Da1 
Lam on the night of )l July (actually about 2:00 A.M.. - 1 August} •• 

2) On the .en Hoe. Province .1de of the ferry (east baak of the 
long .1 11. ...... ) is loeatri a 8I!lall Gao D&1 O'UtpiiHtt under the 
eottu;ta.nd of Lt. Tran Thanh lIghe. This installation was under mortar 
flre the IIlght; of 31 July. II1fte eoldlsZ'S were 1njlu:'ed. Uruier 
OOftl!ltl'\lqt:1one W8l"8 new earth f'onl1'1oatslons tor santry posts. 
Dao R/PLft 'Y1ll.age is abou. 6 lart8 ESE of th1a Oao Val Poet .• 

The cOllllll4l'ldar bel1eve. the road 18 at present "cure up to 10 PM. . . 
. 'Ihe area from Oat...Ltd Ferry ISK uoag Route Locale h. 2' a.acl 

loutePl'O'f'lne1ale lfo.. 19 tOward. 1.0_ Ihanh and also eaat ot the 
refuge. villages Vicinity 18 under control ot Cao Dai troopa. 
Locat1.on of other ou,"posts 18 _t knollfft. The 11ne ot demarlc&t;lol.l 
between tbe area under jur1adiction of 080 Da:i Troops and the 
Garde OhU. trom Long 'fhanh could 1'I.Ot be detena1ned. The Garde 
Cldle OOI11'.ro1& 1'0111' &NU DR of Loug Thanh of ind..Unite 
looat1oa. . 

Nous Route ftUlIIbV8 VlU'ywUh maps and may cau.se coni'ue:t.on. 
Monnr only two roade oonnect with Long Thanh trGIII Pbl100 Ly. 

) Oaths ean beak of the Do~ W RiYel' aonb of. ferry . 
landing 18 located a lar$:e French mllitary hydroplane installa-
tion. . . . . . . 
ft.) Two kUometers east o:t D&o Ilpn on Rout6 toeal.1Io. 25 18 

located a Fren_ tORfIDENTIAL . 
.. ~. ". - ~"'-.':-'~"~ 
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CONFIDENTIAL -:.. .. a. -
.,Aser'vatiiollB and Data .. 1)..0 .... ' 

A tew Ja"e" hom the Tillap of Dao N'p. 141 looated a Trappist gonas~:ry. 'atul' ~ vUIl WOm we &1'. aOqlaa1ated, &ave UI the i'ol1o~ uta, 
1) 'I'M l'ftnoh AlIImUnition Depot employs 1IIaJST coolie laborer. who DOW ..... "' wn I1Dh Xu:ren members. 
2) ... bQ.l ... lUIlIiIIIm1tlon 18 suprl1edto the DiDh Xtryen f'roI!I this de"'_ 
) AMJo1oara M1l1tary a.datu •• 8iIIIIltln.1tlon b aaid to be nore4 ~. 

4) ft.e priest. beU .... s there 18 collusion between the hench, Cao JJa1 and DiDh luran. . 
') For eneI'd days btfore the f.1rst attaok a motor pat.l'Ol boat o~rated up aJ1d doWft a bruohot the rber north of the T1llap. 
6) H. belieY1t. th18 boat 1e harbored at the h:rdl"oplane baBe at Oat La1. fht attackers ot Done 19an came bo1Il two boats os the branehot the riVfl'. 

7) T11laeers ot Dao Ngan have been 1ntormedby attackers a • .umed to be Birth Xuyen they must leave 1n ten days time or they will again b. attacked. 

8) Th. Birth Xuyen ooneider the lurround1n;!. oountrj's1deto be their territo:ry81noe at one t1me arrangements had been made with the french placing the territory under their control. 
'l'he refuBeetl have been tolct that it they whh to $t&y 1ft tAb area they will have to obtatDperm1ssioft h'oIIl Bay Vien and that· YCiIoul'lg men from tbe village muet 8erTe In the I1nh 1U1el'l army. 

9). Fat-her Malachi eaiel ~at he believes the Sinh luyan had.9.uartera are located n INA· BIt area Oft the wellt aide of the Dong Kat at .... , about lltk110lllfltera aeu,heaet ot Salgon. . ', , . 

It was leaned t1'l')m the 'riUagera of' ho "gall that when attacked many people were night fhhing, coruwequ4mtly not at home. . 
'1'h4I. attaele _. made eruddenly but was d.U.bfllNte, unhurried and ' .. Without oonf'u1Ji.on. lndioating the attaohera felt aecure in their ,Ilona • . , 

C) ObaeJ"\'8tiolUl am! Data • 1'hoh .. -hi La ':; .\ 
With :respect to the attaok in the vlllaeea of Thanh Ra .l ,.D.t." Lam the following llltotua.t1012 was lea1'M\i f'I'OIl -.":0.8 ~OH •• ~:\, 
}i, t9~ Dai 1*'1'1')1 had.,bee1.1i~th.:~~, !' ~at n.tght~~T 

- ~:"~;::dilPfMimAlt ·~"';4 l~ . .. . --.. "" ' 'I 
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2) .AhM .. " ,lO.·, '~ __ ,', , " •• aft.- the Cao DU, , teftL ..- re1'\ls.e.hlard 
1IIOl'hI' ,pj' ~ guafi1'e. A01l!ONtq CO 1IIt"'3 the pahol. at 
tha~ t:IM ._ .. 1IOl'e than one Idl~ ... di .. ant. 

n, '~, ",~.tan.OU".lTld.-th the ftnM the ..... ~. UT1ve4 
~'~ __ bItJIlwh1ch they eamel1t1klloWllJaoeoapaf. ... ' . ahol1Ullg 
or thdr own am! that of 'he rei'upe.. .uter aboat f1 n 
AU .... ,tIl_houting and ~. to the re~ ... to lean \he arM 
.f •• le't.tely .tee. age qhUdre1llho aOOOJapanied the ""'Xl1JU 
~ to'!um the retngee'. hou ••• OM by ••• APP"O .... '.lY 
l1U'111ed adults kept the ref'upea fJ'OII otr .. 1", any ... a1s11&noe. 
Aocordine 'to tb. %'etu,pea there ._ IIOIIIe .poradic mol"tV and 
_ob1ae ~1"1" tratud oa the 't'UI&l!:* trh1tth al" Hftded 'to lIMp 
, t!U, reht.e. trom otteriq %'ea1l1taftoe" 

It) P~~le whoa"empted to eave th.1r prop,,"y were bette by 
the attach" aM for_IS to tbrow thail' po •••• ei .. OIl \M tine. 

S) '1'I:Ie BiDli xayen to,ld the people the b1ll'ld.lJ8. would cont.inue so 
lone aa t~.7 ~ue4 1Jt the area aad that tboae wbo of tend 
realll'tUotor l'e1Il&lliied would he WItd.. • ... t u.. ...:ru... t1M 
to the ~ng 1'ield. and 11001'1. in ordn to e.ftl!ItI .. 1q , 
beatea or injured. 

6) , 1he bo~ •• burn1r1g. took plaoe house by bouse, au .&t & t1M, 
aa4 'eued oal, lIbea the aUaekera exhaun.d ~helrwppl, 01 
torches and combustibh tuel.. .. . 

7) When the tir •• had burQd down. and the noise abated, the 
%'Stue". eame out ot the i'1eldl and woods. VpoII."aoh1q "bell" 
vl1.lige ~,. .aw the Cao Da1 troops nandlng in the road. However 
th. e c.o .Da1 we%'S very lnd;Lt£er.nt .... d "mp1~~~ d#.tt1ntereate4. 
'the, cl1d _ otter u,-. help or ..... nJllaft. ant . atboUe 1'e1IIilJ'k8. 
When queried .. to wby they had not returned to the vUlage 
~_N1.tel, UpOn hMrlq tbe .hoot1~ aDd the. one.. or. tbe .~. 
aDd .M'" the tl~t the 0.0 D&1 ,rooP' reh8414 \0 8,.n 11'" U 
auwJ'.. !Nt re.t'l.I&ee. belt,.,. that pn'ftoua ~n1S. wel'e lliade 
bnween the Cae Dai troop. an4 the B10 Xu,.B. 

$) !be Pnmoh a!!l!QW)lU. ~~t toatM -' Id.lomnera JIOt'\hot the 
....ulap. ottwed Do ... 1stancB ilOr did anyone appear troatben 
to male. inquiry • 

. . ~ ........... of Dd Laa and Thanh 1\&a1l0· bell,,.. t~ . 
~tlOB wall 'uppl1e4 to the attacker. from thl-· Frerlch 4epot. 

9) .. A IIIW., .u'cer trom ~ Thph.td.~ tha:..~.= * .. nh. Xuyen 
~ pre~ ~ lu@ force 1n lh& 'o"et W,.~ . .. .. .... 
lllU'ah ....... aoldlh 01 Phuoc Ly. He alle said ~lln l't'i;tiU bIpoaalblA 
tor him to purlllltt the .. ~ple with the troop. and *\q1dpm~ he 
now haa aTail.ble

l 
a. :1M.l .... Qat he beUeftCl·**bi.ng positive 

could be done unt.1 VI."...... ffi1 tJlOOP8 'NWe nlfjtTed :troa 

=:ta:~·rat1o:ns ltOM'F~mr. t18 area 
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lOt on. JIlri ..... ~ • •• , !hUh,k .• .,. req\le", ,._ .1 .... 
,,/:ler ~,4 ... "'. ""1M ldlJ.tur ... ftdlftN b - .... ' ' rif .......... e, ,dMoa "~ 1m 1 ..... 110 ~ tor .. u dd .. 's'~, 
Tbe,.tH! , .. : ... pas\ a ......... :1& __ M1Iur. ., • ..uc 
aDd. ,_nut aUaoks will reeul t in Id.lllnp. 

11) .tt ~ ,~be DOW 'bAl' ...,., of .he ~s .... tOl'lUrb 
......... ", "~ Regional ~d. {DlA.PHUONO-QIJAN) in north VietDallt 
and ha.. ad military train:lng. ' ' 

12)~4ed :Ln -'the lavutigating party was Oolonti Nguyen LiDh 
Ohien, ocml1lander at the 12th regiment which control. the Bien Hoa 
area. 

J)uo1n.g Ai. brht1!li to the Collllll1esioner General. and the OMf 
d. Province he stated hh 1II111tary needs for effeoUTe proteotiOn 
of the arwa VIZ. 

, ' .. "' ... s..". ljlJ.O~UM. 1\'\"811008t of 200:,000 ..- ... elL. ,OoiLoMlOh1en 
stated he ,QJIiNl,d JlOt alter the pre-aent 81tWltioft in thb area if' 
the Nquest tor blockhouaes was not apPl'ove4. 

ClWN;l obJeoted to QIV 4.istr1bution of _ or ~t1.oa to 
the re.fusef,l8' ,Wltll suoh time as the blockhouses are oonatruct-e4. 

D) Reoommendations 

1) Sinoe the rerr.'Y at Cat Lai 18 the ol'llr direotcoMecting l1nk 
to Saigon f1"Olll Pl\uoc Ly the respons:f.ble ata DInb ProVi.Me authori­
U.s 8hould maintain opitratioa at all timea. 

:; , PN8ent schedule 18 a~)prox1mately elgttt hours per day with the 
usual DOon dar break. ' 

'1'h:l.8ferry croasing ia of ecollOlllic value since 110 ill! the only 
practical route to the Saigon markets. ' 

2) The 'l'hu Thiem' letT"! crossing over the aaleon River (toot of 
Catinat Street, Satgon) should. aluomaintain a constant operating 
schedule without the noon day bNU ft"Oll1 11:)0 \0 21,30. 

Altbollgh o.t La! Ferry can be reaehed by way ot Thu Duo the 
route ia approx1mately lt! Id.lollleter8 farther than by 'l'hu Thiem 
terry. 
3) The request by the 1d11tary for ...... n blookhouses at a unit 
eost of 200,0001o, a total (10ft of' 1.400 t OOO IQtClW>,OOO US) 1a 
considered l>eyond the reala otre.1IOft and nec •• slty. 

It is bel1e .... d that pl'O}?tlr utllhatlon at present lII1li tary 
personnel nowutatloued in r'buoc Ly and Long'l'hanh:areas would 
afford proper ee0lU'1ty. . ,.' , '" 

CONFIJ).ENtIAL ... - ... '-'-" --. ' 

National Archives and Records Administration - RG 469/Entry 1455 
Box 5 - Folder 3 
Field Reports - South Vietnam - Classified, 1955-1957 

15 



:. ·CQNFIDENTIAl 
.) la ~ of blockhouse., whose effectiveness i8 questioned l it 
\fOuldM t. bettltt" to pl"Ov1de the Ch18f ot Province with uutrlc1ent 
econoralo ·lUad flnano1a1 au.pport to permit him to resolve the Phuoo Ly j 

problea by hIooatlon to secure areas .la.wheh SA Blen .. 
PJ'OVl .... 

In oo .. ot1on with relocation the followina fact!! require 
cond4entioftl 

.) the villqes are presently located in an area extremely 
eu8cept1ble to attack. 

b) Th.y are·· completely Isolated from. t.ho markets and other 
faCilities provided by • met.ropolitan area or even that of • 
lar,e "Wil. 
c) One vUlaee, Dao ligan, 1s ,ompo .. d of tradeSlnen with DO 
melUll)ot e.rning a l1vel1h004(Se. Re .. ttlement Que8tlonpj,re) 
plus the . .t.~ water must be puTOhaeed .. there are no wells in 
the vU~.· 

Proper protectionah()uld be p:ronde,d iama~.17 for all ri.;J.lagea 
1n f'huoc Ly.ue. WltU euch t1JH as relo .. tion is colllpleted or other 
solution 181n .trect. 

CQ~FID.EN1IAL 
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