


N THE 18th OF OCTOBER,1972, THE COMPOSITE PLATOON OF AUSTRALIANS,FRCM THE Sth AND
9th BATTALIONS, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT, PARTICIPATED WITH THEIR HOST UNIT ALPHA COM-
PANY, 1-27th INF,25th INFANTRY DIVISICN, IN A FIEID TRAINING EXERCISE AT KUHUKU TRAINING
AREA N §ft QAHU ISLAND, HAWAII, THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS BATTALICN FREE PLAY EXERCISE WAS
COMPANY "AM @%&mf "C". ALPHA COMPANY WAS THE ASGRESSGR, AGATNST A HILL TOP HELD EY
CHARLIE CMPANY. THE ASSAULT STARTED AT A DISTANCE OF 3000 METERS FROM THE OBJECTIVE, IN
THE ADVANCE TOWARDS THE OBJECTIVE, THE MEN OF ALPHA COMPAKY HAD TO FIGHT THICK VEGETATICK,
HILLS AND VALLEYS, AS WELL AS THE ENEMY. THE OBJECTIVE WAS TAKEN.

FRIDAY 19th OF CCTCBER, 1972, THE MEMEERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOCN WERE CRIENTATED

&N VARIOUS WEAPONS USED BY THE UNITED STATES INFANTRY UNITS. THE WEAPCNS SHOWN INCLUDED
IKDIVIDUAL &§ ARMS #% AND MUNITIONS, CREW SERVED WEAPONS AND SUPBORT WEAPONS. AMOUNG TEHE
INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS DISPLAYED WERE FLAME THROWERS, GRENADES (Incmnme mcmmmrﬁ. SMOKE
AXD THERMITE) DET CORD, MINES, PHU GAS AND A FIRE PCWER DEMCNSTRATION CF INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS
COMPRISING A U.S, INFANTRY SQUAD.

CREW SERVED WEAPONS INCLUDED THE M-60, 30 CALIBER MACHINE GUN DEMONSTRATED DURING THE
U.S. INFANTRY SQUAD FIRE POWER EXERCISE,SStUStLSticasersimgs/iisisgs AXD THE S0MM AND
106MM RECOILESS RIFLES, ON THIS RANGE, THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOCN RECEIVED A CLASS OF THE
WEAPQN, PRICR TO THE SQUAD LEADERS %Gm WEAPONS,

SUPPCRT WEAPONS INCLUDED THE VULCAN, CHAPARREL, HUEY COERA GUN SHIP, MED EVAC HELI-
COPTER$ AND HUID HUEYS, THE VULCAN IS MAINLY ANTI AIRCRAFT WEAPON FIRING 20MM CANNON
ROUNDS, OPERATING ON THE MINI-GUN PRINCIPLES HOWEVER,THIS WEAPON CAN EE USED IN GROUND
TROOP SUPPCRT. THE CHAPARREL IS A GUIDED MISSLE DESIGNED TO DOWN LOW FLYING HOSTILE AIR-
CRAFT, THE GAMA GOAT VEHICLE WAS DISPLAYED TO THE AUSTRALIANS, AS NEW BQUIPMENT, DESIGNED
T® REPLACE OUR 3/4 TON TRUCK, BECAUSE OF IT'S BETTER MOBILITY OVER SS#M#S ROUGH TERRAIN,
SUPPORT HELICOPTERS, INCLUDING THE HUEY COBRA GUN SHIP, UTILITY HELICOPTER ( HUID) AND A

AC WERE FLOWN IN FCR THE AUSTRALIANS TO ASK-QUESHSGNO-ABOUT, INSPECT AND ABSBIVE

' 8N, THE MEDEVAC HUEY DEMONSTRATED THE HOIST USED TO RETREAVE

INJURED TROOPS OVER AREAS, WHERE THE HELICOPTER CAN NOT LAND. v¥or<bvorsmri—lwvess







THE GAMA GOAT %8 #8 WAS (N DISPLAY TO SHOW THE AUSTRALIANS THE NEW BQUIFMENT
THAT WILL REPLACE THE 3/4 TON TRUCK, HECAUSE OF ITS BETTER MOBILITY, ABILITY TO TRAVEL

ATIONS, AND ITS MCDERK DESIGN WILL PUT TROOPS, CARGO (R AMMO WHERE
THE 3/4 TON TRUCK CAN NOT.

LASTLY THE AUSTRALIANS GO'A CLOSE UP INSPECTIONS OF THE HUEY CQERA, "D* MCDEL
HUEYS AND A DUST OFF CHOPFER. WHEN THE EELICOPTERS WERE ON THE GROUND THE AUSTRALIANS
HAD A BRIEFING QN THE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS IN THE CHOPPER AND INSPECTED THE OTHER

AIRCRAFT, m@x FLIGAT IN THE "D" MCDEL HELICOPTERS OF THE HUEY SERIES,






























