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ON THE 18th OF OCTOBBR,l972, THE COOOSITE PLATOON OF AUS1'RALUlfS,FRCIf THE 8th AND 

9th BAT'l'.ALIONS, RorAL AUSTIUJ.uH REGIMENT, PARTICIPATED WITH THIIR HOST UNIT .lLPHA CCIf­

PANI, 1-27th llIF ,25th llIFANTRY DIVISIcat, IN A FIBID mAINIJIG Bm1ICISE AT KtlHtJKU TlWlIING 

AREA. ON .. OAHU IS~, IWfAII. THE OBJIiXlTIVE C1F THIS BAT'l'.ALION FREE PLlI UERCISE WAS 

CClfPANI .A\~m -cw • .lLPHA CClfPAHY WAS THB: ~"Ss.~AaU;ST A HILL TOP HEID BI 
-" 

CHARLIE CClfPANI. TIll ASSAULT STARTED AT A DISTAIa: C1F :3000 METERS FRCIf m OBJIiXlTIVE. IN 

THE ADVANCE TCWARDS THB 0lIJJCTIVE, THE MEN OF ALPH.A. CClfPAIY JW) TO FIGHT THICK VEGETATION, 

BIW AND VALLBIS, AS WELL AS THE EIEHI. THE OBJliXlTIVE WAS TAKEN. 

rRIl>AY 19th C1F OCTOBER, 1972, THE MEHBIRS " THE AUS'l'RALIAN PLlTOCll WIRE ClUKIITATED 
IV 
• VARIOOS WE&POJfS USED BI THE URITIID STATES INFANTRY UNITS. THE WEAPCtfS SHCWll IJICLIlDID 

INDIVIDUAL" ARMS __ AJII) HURITIONS, CRIiW SERVm WElPOHS ARD SOPllClt1' WJW>OJIS. AHOOIIG m 

INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS DISPLAYED WERE FUME THRClIERS, GRENADES (IHCLtlDING INCE1ID~, SMOKE 

AND THERMI~ DET cam, MIlES, PHU GAS ARD A FIRE P<WER DEM<IIS'l'RATION OF INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS 

CCllPRISING A U.S. llIFAliTRY SQUAD. 

CRIiW SEitVlifJ WEAPONS DlCLtlDED THE M-60, 30 CAT,TBIR HACHIJIE GUN DEKOlfSTRATlifJ DUlliliG THE 

106MM RIiXlOII&C\S RIFLES. cat THIS RANGE, THE AUSTRALUH PLATOCII RIiXlEIVED A CLASS ON THE 
J'IRI1'lG 

WEAPON, PRI(Il TO THE SQUAD L1W)ERS __ BOTH WEAPONS. 

SUPP<IlT WlW'c:atS INCLUDED THE VUICAH, CIW'ARREL, HOE! COBRA GUN SHIP, MID E'(M; HKLI­

C~ ARD HOlD HOE!S. '1'BB VULCAN IS MUlL! ANTI ADClW'T WlW'c:at FIRING 2CI!K CANNON 

ROIlIDS, OPERATING ON THE MIHI...QUR' PRDlCIPLl!:')HCWEViR) THIS WEAPON CAN BE USED IN GROOIID 

TROOP SUPP<IlT. THB ClW'ARREL IS A GUmlifJ MISSLl!: DESIGNlifJ TO DCWll LQl FLYING HOOTILJ: AIR­

ClW'T. THE G&HA GOAT VEHICLl!: WAS DISPLlIlifJ TO THE AUSTRU.uHS" AS Hili 1iQ0IPMBti]'. DESIGJiED 

'l'B REPLACE OUR ,/4 TON 'l'ROOL- BIiXlAUSE OF IT'S Bll.i"tER MOBILITI OVER ,..:rAt ROUGH 'J'BRRAU , 

S1JPl>CM HKLICOPTERS, DlCLtlDIIG THE HOEY COBRA QUI SHIP, UTILITY HKLICOPTER ( HOlD) .AID A 
~~uJ 

~M; ~WERE FLClrIli II F(Il TIll AUSTRUJANS TO AS! .&Jft_ It!IeUT, :I1iSPIiXlT AJII) _1M 

" F'b;~"'hl ~DG Uf. THE MID-E'IM; HOE! DBMOlfSTRATED THE HOIST USED TO RE'l'IWVE 

IJIJURlifJ TROOPS OVER AREA.S, WHERE THE HKLICOPTER CAN NOT LAlID. \ k:v ~v 0" 1f' <, 'od'b;.J:. 

~'I Q( WaxCCd tL 
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THB GAM! OOA.T .... WAS CII DISPLlI TO SHCW TIll AUS'I'IU.lAMS THE HlW ~tlIPJ!EIT 

THJ.T WIU. REPLACB 'lHE ,/4 Tal TRUCK, BllCAUSE (6 ITS BiTTBiR MOBILITI, ABILITI TO TRAVEL 

~TIORS, .um ITS MCDERI DESIOI WILL PUT TROOPS, CARGO at AIItO WHIU 

mE ,/4 Tal TRUCK CD lOT. 

L&STU '1'BI AUS'l'RAIJANS 001 A CLaD UP IISPIiX:TIOIIS (6 'lHE HUE! COlIRA, "I)' MCDEL 

BtlBIS AIID A DUST C71 CHOPPER. WIlD THE HlLICOl'TEIIS WERE (If THE GIlOUJ1D THE AUS'l'lAI.HIS 

HAD A BRm'DIG OR THE SAFm' ~tJIRIMIRTS II THE CHOPPER AlID IISPIt'tIiD TIll amJR 

AIRCRAFT, ~ A P'LIGH1' II THE "1>' M(J)EL HELICOPTERS (6 TIll HUE! SIRlBS, 
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