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BY THE 4th OF NOVEMBER, 1972, THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON PARTICIPATING IN EXERCISE PACIFIC 

BOND WERE AT THE 25th INFANTRY DIVISION'S PUUKALOA TRAINING AREA ON THE ISLAND OF HAWAII. 

SATURDAY THE 4th THE AUSTRALIANS WERE DRIVEN AROUND THE NORTHERN SECTOR OF HAWAII COUNTY, HAW 

AIl, TAKING IN THE SCENIC DESERT COUNTRY ON THE WESTERN COAST, THE PARKER RANCH, SUGAR CANE~ 

FIELDS IN THE CENTRAL AND EASTREN COAST, ... WHERE STEEP CLIFFS PROVIDE MANY '!Tori SPECTACULAR 

CASCADING WATER FALLS,SEVERAL .... M,.... WATER FALLS WERE STOPPED AT ON ROUTE TO HlLO, THE 
_,;:i 

PRINCIPAL CITY ON THE ISLAND. 

ONCE IN I\JLO, THE AUSTRALIANS WERE ON THEIR OWN. FIlMED WERE SEVERAL AUSTRALIANS COMING 

OUT OF A DRUG STORE AND WALKING DOWN THE STREET, DECIDING WHERE TO GO AND WHAT TO DO. LATER 

SHOTS DEPICT THE MEN CROSSING A STREET TO WATCH A LOCAL SATURDAY FOOTABALL GAME AND A COUPLE 

AUSTRALIANS EATING CORN ON THE COB DURING THE GAME. 

THE WEEK OF THE 6th THRU THE 10th, THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON DEPARTED PUUKALOA TRAINIniG 

SIGIfI'. HAWAII FOR ADVENTURE TRAINING ON MAUl COUNTY. ON THIS ISLAND THEY WERE TRUCKED TO THE 

TOP OF HALEAKALA VOLCANO WHERE THE ADVENTURE TRAINING STARTED. THE AUSTRALIANS WALKIIl ALONG 

SLIDING SANDS TRAIL TO PALlKU THE FIRST DAY. THE SECOND DAY THEY WALKED IN THE RAIN TO SEVEN 

SEC RED POOLS. THE THIRD DAY THEY FINISHED THE 42 MILE MARCH AT HANA, WHERE THEY WAITED FOR 

TRANSPORTATION, BACK TO PUUKALOA, HAWAII COUNTY, WHERE THE AUSTRALIANS REJOINED THEIR HOST UNIT 

ALPHA COMPANY 1-27th, 25th INFANTRY DIVISION, FOR FUTHER TRAINING. 

MONDAY THE 13th TO WED. THE 15th OF NOVEMBER, THE AUSTRALIANS PARTICIPATED IN PLATOON AND 

COMPANY LIVE FIRE EXERCISES THAT TOOK PLACE IN THE FORM OF ( FTX) FIELD TRAINING EXERCISES. 

MONDAY THE FTX WAS PREFORMED USING BLANKS. TUESDAY CLAYMORE MINES AND LIVE AMMO WERE ADDED 

TO THE FIELD PROBLEM. BOTH DAYS EACH PLATOON IN THE COMPANY HAD A SEPERATE HILL THEY WERE TO 

DEFEND. ONCE THE AMMO WAS SPENT A TACTICAL WITHDRAWL WAS CONDUCTED. 

WENESDAY THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON PARTICIPATED IN A COMPANY SIZE OPERATION DURING THE DAY, 

IN PRELUDE TO THE MAIN NIGHT BATTLE. IN PREPAREATION FOR THE NIGHT BATTLE, THREE HILLS WERE 

ASSAULTED, FIRING BLANKS. THE ASSAULT ON THE FIRST HILL THE ENTIRE COMPANY FIRED BLANKS WHILE 

ASSAULTING UP TO THE BASE OF THE HILL. THE SECOND HILL THE TWO AMERICAN PLATOONS COMPRISING 

ALPHA COMPANY ASSAULTED THE HIw.t, WITH THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON HELD IN SUPPORT. THE THIRD HILL 

THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON ASSAULTED WITH THE AMERICAN PLATOONS HELD IN SUPPORT, 

UPON SUCCESSFUL ASSAULT OF THE THIRD HILL, THE ENTIRE COMPANY SET UP BEFENSES FOR NIGIfI' 

FIRING. PRIOR TO DARK 1060 AND 90mm RECOlLESS WEAPONS WERE POSITIONED ON TOP OF THE HILL. 50 
CALIBER MACHINE GUNS GUARDED THE FLANKS, IJU1IUU'lfflIpuUJI"'fUU·"J.5,&PH'Dn ... ,,,YH' 
MORTARS WERE ZEROED IN ON THE IIIPACT AREA AS ADDED SUPPORT FOR THE LIVE FIRE BATTLE, THIS WAS 

IN ADDITION TO THE INFANTRY&! COMPANY'S FIRE POWER, WHICH INCLUDED M-16's, M-60's, M-79"s, AND 

CLAYMORE MINES. 

SEE SPECIAL INSTRUCTION' ALL FIlJo! OF NIGHT BATTLE WAS SHOT AT ASA .500 ON EF FIlJo!, WHICH 

INCLUDED A 50 CALIBER MACHINE GUN FIRING, 106 AND 90DU1l RECOlLESS RIFLES FIRING, CLAYMORE MINES 

GOING OFF. MORTAR BURSTS, TRACERS FROM VARIOUS WEAPONS AND M-79 EXPLOSIONS. AFTER THE NIGIfI' 

FIRING THE AUSTRALIAN BLATOON HELPED THE REST OF ALPHA COMPANY extinguish A RANGE FIRE , THAT 

HAD BEEN STARTED BY FLARES FROM THE MORTARS. 



; ON THE EVENING OF THE 18th OF NOVEMBER THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON WAS HOSTED BY ALPHA 

COMPANY IN,_AN AWARDS BANQUET AT KILEAUA MILITARY CAMP, WHICH IS LlCATED WITHIN VOlJJANO NATIONAL 

PARK. THE DINNER PORTION OF THE BANQUET WAS HELD IN CANDLE LIGHT. AFTER DINNER LTC WILSON, BATTA 

LION COMMANDER OF 1-27th GAVE A SPEECH, COMMEMORATING THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON FOR THEIR ABILITY 

TO ADAPT TO THE U.S, ARMY'S INFANTRY PROGRAM OF TRAINING. FOLLOWING THE SPEECH, LTC WILSON GAVE 

OUT MARKMENSHIP BADGES TO EACH MEMBER ACCORDING TO HIS SHOOTING ABILITY ON THE RIFLE RANGE WITH 

THE M-16. AT THE SAME TIME A CERTIFICATE WAS AWARDED TO THOSE WHO ACCOMPLISHED THE PIQ TRAINING. 

SEVERAL OTHER PERSONAL AND UNIT AWARDS WERE HANDED OUT. AFTER THE AWARDS CEREMONY MAJOR POWER 

(AUSTRALIAN STAFF OFFICER,) GOT UP TO GIVE A SPEECH ON THE OPERTUNITY TO COME TO WITED STATES 
I..£A1.N;,( 

AND TRAIN HERE, THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY LT. ARNDT, PLATOON crwaml OF THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON. THE 

CEREMONY ENDED WITH CPT CRITTINDEN, ALPHA COMPANY COMMANDER GIVING A FAREWELL SPEECH TO THE AUS­

TRALIANS. 

ADDITIONS FOOTAGE IN THIS SHIPMENT CONCRENS PICK UP SHOTS AND STOCK FOOTAGE. IT IN­

CLUDES A PINNIC GIVEN BY THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON ON SATURDAY THE 11th 8F NOVEMBER FOR THE OFFICERS 

AND MEN OF ALPHA COMPANY AT OKMC). THE PARTY WAS IN THE FORM OF A BAR-B~. EXTERIOR SHOTS OF 
,.,,,, II"" /1 /J~ /I 

KlLEAUA MILITARY CAMP AND I' PI . _ VOlJJANIC VENT WHICH WAS ERUPTING AT THE TIME THE MEN WERE 
F''''''C'' AT KMC, VOlJJANO NATIONAL PARK, HAWAII. ADDITIONAL FOOTAGE WAS 8111_1 OF THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON 

AND VARIOUS OTHER MILITARY SERVICES IN THE KONA COFFEE FESTIVAL, HELD SATURDAY THE 18th. THE MIL­

itary's FUCTION IN THE FESTIVAL WAS BEING APART OF THE PARADE. STILL OTHER FOOTAGE CONCERNS MEN 

OF THE AUSTRALIAN PLATOON IN KONA AND WAIKIKI DURING OFF DUTY HOURS. flUIUs or ppm QF 
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