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OPENDIl CEREMONt FCR EXERCISE RAMAS!JON -
A SEATO-ControlJ.ed Command Post. .Exercise, nicj(-nallled RAMASOIJN, which 

involves purely conrnunicationa aspects, is being held in ThaUand 1'rotn the 
4th to 15th of March. The exercise is designed to test communications between 
the forces of SRATO member countries. netailed plauning for thie exercise 
has been under way since AllRust. 1967, when Exercise RAMASOlll was included 
in the revised exercises scheduled in the exercises year 196f-68. Rk~OON 
WAs one of two exercises scheduled in the exercise ye~r 1967-68 as part of 
SF.A~O's traditional exercise progrnm. 

Hie F.xcellency, the ~ime Minister of Thailand, Field l~arshal ThanOUl 
~ittikachorn. officially opened srATO Exercise RAMASrnN at a colorful public 
in nanrrkok on Mareh 4th. The ceremony uns held at the former Tourist 
Organisation of Thailand building. The F~ercise Director, Brigadier Seneral 
Edwin F. ~lack. USA, and his deputy directors, Colonel Pangs Pekanan, Royal 
Thai Army, and Brigadier C.M.I. Pearson, Australian Army-, were present, along 
with senilor artned .forces officers and high rankinf' officiala lind dignitaries 
trom SEATO nati1ns. 

In adrlition to speeches given hy Fleld lIarshal T<ittikachorn and by B.G. 
nlack, a feature of the ceremony was the releaSing of a thousand doves and 
hundreds of balloons. There was a display of communications equipment Bet up, 
which enabled the individuals present to see SOUlB of the equipment at first 
hand, hOll the vatious machines functLoned, and what phase of COlll1\unic8tions 
they are e~ployed in. 

An honor ~uard ot Thai and US forces was inspected by Field Marshal 
ntUkachorn and by m Black. A Royal Thai AI'IIlY band provied JlUBic throughout 
the cere11Ony. Membfrs ot each SFATO nation participated in the proRral1l, 
which conrnenced op"ratLon RAMAST)N. 

OIl 7 a.rc~ 1968, H18 Xaj1at7 , the Jt1Dc ot TMdlancl n.lted 
the YR10aa c~ts.m. 1DIItal.1at.1ma tbrouahOlR Ida (JnA'1 1Ib1ch are 
perU.cJpiltinc in the IWWSOCII U81'01n. ODe or tbue 1rIatallat1.cma was the 
Imp M1c10il ••• radio rel.ll;r elte ... Karat, Then_nd. He ... _oarted OIl tba 
tOlD' b7 Brigadier OeDllra1 Black, the 8lII8I'CiBe cWlector, who pointed out cad 
explained the fuDction and operation ot the equiplll8nt imolved in the 8D1'OiBe. 
The Jt1Dc raa1ned in Jtorat tar lIppIox1JIate~ two houre before IIO'I1ng on to 
_ other sites epread throughout the oountryside. 


