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b. Hamlet Construction Progra'<l 

c. Self-Help Hamlets Development Prograp 

d. Education Program 

e. Public Tlorks Program 

f. Agriculture Program 

g. Open-Arms Program 

h. Program for the Communists fleeing C~mmunism 

3. Revolutionary Development Policy for 1967 

a. The cadres will form a bridge of understanding between the 

government and the people. 

b. The population acts, the cadres prepare and government 

supports. 
e. Cadre should take the government policy and people's 

aspirations as themr guide for action. 

d. The rural population is determined to stand to destroy the 

old gloomy life and build a brighter better one. 



(1) Annihilation of the underground Communists 

(2) Annihilation of tyrannical officials 

(3) Eradication of all hatred to build up a new spirit 

(4) Establishment of the people1s democratic and administrative 

organizations 

(5) Organization of the population in the struggle against the VC 

(6) Eradication of ill~eracy 

(7) Eradication of disease 

(8) Land reform 

(9) Development of agriculture and handicrafts 

(10) Development of communication lines 

(11) Deserving treatment for fighters 

4. Conclusion 



President HARCOS, 

President PARK, 

President JOHNSON, 

Prime ~unister KITTIKACHORN, 

Prime Hinister HOLT, 

Prime Hinister HOLYOAKE, 

Excellencies, 

Gentlemen, 

1. General CAO VAN VIEN, our chief of JG3 has just presented to you 

a picture on the bright military perfor[nnces achieved by the Free 

j'/orld in Vietnam during the past months. But in a counter-insurgency 

war, our progress canno~e simply measured by mere figures relating 

to casualties and loss of ,,,eapons on both sides. 30 that is only 

an aspect of the present war in which we haVG to Simultaneously 

destroy and construct, attack the enemy armed forces, an~ke an 

offensive against subversion, terrorism, illiteracy, disease, 

starvation and poverty. Therefore, parallel to the military efforts, 

the reconstruction of villages is also a chief concern of our 

government, to bring security and happiness to the rural population. 

These must be the real goal of our war efforts. For your under­

standing of this reconstruction, let me say now something about 

our Revolutionary Development achievements in 1966, and our Policy 

for 1967. 

2. In tho first 9 months of 1966, the Revolutionary Development 

Plan encompass 8 main programs: Cadre Program, Hamlet Construction 

Program, Self-Help Program, Education Program, Public i10rks Program, 

Agriculture Program, Open-Arms Program and Program for the Refugees 

fleeing Communism. 
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a. The first program or cC'ldre progress aims at educating and 

training a certain number of young persons who volunteer to be 

Revolutionary Development Cadre determined to live side hy side, 

hand-in-hand with the people in order to completely eliminate 

the VC underground structures and replace them by truly froe and 

democratic institutions. 

The total number of cadrcshas been increased from 17,000 

to 26,000 and may reach 30,000 toward the end of 1966. 

Two training sessions attended by 9,500 students have 

been organized at the Training Center and at present, 5,900 

students are undergoing tho third training session >Jhich >Jill be 

closed late in January 1967. 

b,'The purpose of the second program or Hamlet Construction Program 

is to expand the control of the ftcpublic of Vietnam "hich involves 

the construction and consolidation of bal!ll.ete and the improvmnent 

of the standard of living of the 10c,~1 population. 

The cadres haV8 providGlli: assistance in the construction 

of 304 new hamlets and consolidation of 545 old ones, rGpresenting 

6% of the "hole population of the country. The 1966 progra"l 

planned to control 13% more of the national population. Thus, 

the cadres have achieved about 46% of the program for the "hole 

year. Tbjs is slow, hard work. But 1966 has seen a good 

beginning. 

c, The third program or Self-Help Program aims at coordinating the 

means of the government and the efforts of the; people in ordor to 

carry out various projects which are useful for the general 

public. 

1,305 self-help projects out of 2,779 i.e. 47% of the 

projects planned for the "hole year, have been i"lplemented • 
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d, The fourth progrc.m or Education Progra);! covers the construction 

of schools and the r~cruitment of teachers for the childron 

living in various hilrllGtS. 

1,469 classrooms, out of 2,251 i,G, 65:6 of thG planned 

projects, have boen constructed. 3,066 teachers have been 

rcc~.:·uit.c;d 2nd tr:J.inGd~ 

ThclDks to this program, we c·J.n rGceivG an additional 

numbel' of about 81,000 school childron at the boginning of the 

term of this Y9ar. 

e, The pW"po8e of tho fifth profram or Public 'lorks Program is to 

develop tho cOl11Hunication lines nBtwork at villagBs, hamlets, 

Clnd dJ.stricts in order to facilitate the moving of far!1ers and 

~h8 agricultural development, 

437 kilometers of rands, out of 913 km i.e. 47% of tho 

planned projects hav,e been constructed (lnd repairod. 

f, The sLxth program or Agriculture Program aims nt providing 

support to fnrmers in the, field of 

Ceads, breeding livestock, fe.rming tools, modern technique and 

irrigcd:'ion" 

ThG irrigation program has accomplished 183% of its plannGd 

goals,. '.'fe, have clug or dredged 219 1m of canals, out of 119 km 

planned for the ,·rhol" yoar. 

,Ie hc'1VO constructod 8 da);!s'1.nd dykos which cost more 

tball 1 nillion pio.stres each, and 29 snaller d:uns or dykes. 

Those irrigation QchievGr,'lOnts will support 80,000 hoactares of 

rico fields. Concerning Qfriculturo, fisheries and anirml 

hl,,::anelry, 34,000 farr:crs Jnel fisherncm have beon tro:hed in 

moderrl farming and fishing techniquos; are distributed or given 
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UUG for a profh-sh~.rinE 10 million piastres of selected fruit 

trees, 23 Dillion piastres of breeding livGstock 2nd 6 !1'illion 

piastres of fishing gear. Fimlly, 759 rnrkcts 3nd fishing 

ponds have already been constructed. 

s ~ The sGventh program or Open-Arms I-rogrllll tries to oncourage the 

return of Viet Cong cadrGsto serve th0 national just cause and 

to J"ight side by side with the p00plu for the elinination of 

tl13 COf.1Llunists, the salvGtion and the building of the country" 

Based on our records 36,000 Viet Cong ,"litical 2nd 

L:~.l_itary c3dres have COFJC' back, 18 0pGn--·Arns hamlets l,here livG 

l;JODO far:li~ics of returnees ho.vG been put up. 

~l ... The:: IGst pi .... ogran or Program for refugcGs fleeing COLltllunisn1 aims 

Llt Jupportii-.g those who are compelled to loave thl3ir hamlets 

]l8:'.nl! under the Communist control. 

612,000 men ffivlC loft the Communist Ureas for the national 

zones, This brings th8 total of refugees to 1,400,000, 

31+ vocational classes hew8 been organized c,.nd half a 

I.nilJ~_on of L'1811 purJDllllently r . .:scttled by our governj'ilcnt 0 

Both thc,; Vict ConE' rcturn'38s 2nd the refugees fran 

COETI'lUllist areas COXl be said to be people who "voted -v.rith th8ir 

feGt, II That is, they fled 'lway from the COl1wnmists. Inth3 

fjTst 9 Elonths of1966, rcturneGs and refugeos totalled 648,000 

peopL, -. liearly two-thirds of a nillion people ,"ho chose 

freodoEl~ 

In brief, 467, of the hamlet construction program plannGd 

lor the Vlholeyear have b8en inplcncmtcd nnd about 60% of tho 

Hmr Lifo DevelcpElcmt prograEl, such o.s education, public works 

and agriculturo have nlso boon achiovc;d~ 

A fe~l'r recent picturGs on revolutionary dovulopmnts 
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activities are displayed in this room on both sides of the flags. 

I'by I invite you to havE: a lock on theE when you havG~.nytimo off. 

Although the "inning ovor the people I s heart is of prirory 

importance in .~, revolutionary development activity, and in 

many respects, "e cannot morely base on figures to measure or 

estirrate the true value of things, "e nre convinced that the 

results mentioned above dlo show the positive efforts contributed 

by all thG servicGfnen, cadrGs and civilian servants of our "lhole 

country. 

'</ith the present rate, "e hope that a mH,iority of the 

projects "hich are set forth for various programs in 1966, will 

be implemented before the end of the yeer • 

.. ~~ want also to acknowledge our first steps to grope our 

"ay on the revolutionary developr.ent road are still verJ70odest. 

Ho"ever, despite of the fact that our progress is slew, 1vc are 

optimistic because we are makine progress this year E18anwhile 

there were no progress at all in 1965. lie would like also to 

say that the "ay to victory is still long and bristlig with 

many obstacles. But one thing which W8 are sure of, is that 

the revolutionary developn(mt apparatus forned b)· the servicemen, 

cadrcs and civilian servants has b8gun to run and gradually can 

gain experiences to reach the ideal efficiency. 

CAving to the prmzious experlElUces gat he rG c: during the pilst 

9 months we can iElprove the present r8volutionary devulopElcnt 

policy and pilve now the vmy to put it into execution in next 

year. 

3. ],vhat will be our Hovolutiomry Development Policy for 1967? 

Based on the strength Gnd weaknesses which h3.ve b'Jen 

analyzed during 8 semimrs consecutively org:mized in August and 
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October 1966 by my liinistr;',;,he revolutionary devGlopmGnt policy 

in 1967 can bG based on the four following basic concopts: 

a, The cadre; will form a bridgG of undGrstanding bohT8Gn tho 

governE18nt and the people. 

As the first cmd most impaTtant fact, tho revolutionary 

devolopment problem consists in \vinning ovor tho p80plB t S heart. 

This means a truG and ,·ride understanding should be created botween 

the govornment and th8 poople. To do it, \;e should have in hand 

v8ry dedicated and truly revolutionary cadre teams. 

This tcams are tho p8ople's cadre teams i.G. once back in 

har.!lets, they know how to gcot along with the people in rotter 

of thoughts, attitudes', spoeo.h as well as actions. 

These cadres arc revolutionary cadres i.G. they S!3rVm 

a sacred ideal, that of "Destructing the gloomy old life cmd 

constructing a better onG in rural arGas". 

In brief, the construction of hcll!llGts docs not TIean a 

construction of schools, an opening of roads or a building of 

l!13rkcts, but mainly tho ccnstruction of a new social strmlture 

particularly a new spirit, a spirit of self -dofGnsG, self-reliance 

for the whole loc,\l popubtion. To support the people, TIoney, 

materials and specic.lists Clre second2ry, 3.nd only the rovolutionary 

dGvelopmont cadres arB of primary nocessity. 

Bo Th" population acts, the cadro prepare and the gov~rnment supports. 

Th,,, f(evolutionary Dovelopmc.mt activities are those "Thich 

can only be carried out through tho truly joint offorts of the 

people, tho Ftilitary, thu cadru 'lnd thu government. Thl) most 

importLlnt factor 1fhich d8tG:('L'1in~_;s .. b-.; success at villnges and 

bamlGts is neithor the govurnr.Lont nor the cadre and the; armed 

forces, but it is the people. ThG mission of the military, the 
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cadre and the government at villages and hamlets consists only 

in providing assistance and guidance to the population so that 

the latter may perceive the necessitY1nd the inportance of the 

revolutionary development activities. They will then accomplish 

by themselves' those activities which they consider as their own, 

and which are useful to them. 

c.The cadre should take the government policy and the people1s 

aspirations as their guide for action. 

The revolutionary development policy of the government must 

be inplemented through p:'actical prograr"s, widespread and well 

understood by the people and the cadre. \~hen these programs are 

out into execution, the cadre must listen to the sincere desires 

of the population so that projects initiated by the cadre can be 

implemented not only in compliance with the government policy, 

but also in providing complete satisfaction to the sincere and 

legitimate aspirations of tho population. 

d. The rural population is determimd to stand up to destroy the old 

gloomy life and build a brighter and better one. 

This concept is the most important. ",Ie are determined to 

carry out a social revolution in rural areas, aimed at the 

destruction of the old gloomy life and replacing it by a brighter 

onc. 

The Construction of the better and brighter lifo is based 

on the eleven following criteria: 

(1) Elimination of the Communist underground. 

ThG elimination of th0 Corrrrnunist underground consists in 

destroying the VC L~rastructure and separating the VC elements 

from the p00ple and is D.n opport1mity to win over thG Communists 

and put an end to the war. 
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(2) Elimination of tyrannical officials. 

Tho elimination of tyrannical officials moans to clear 

and render more effective tho military and admnistrative infrastructure 

in vilL9.ges and hamlets. \-le do not recommend a mechanical and blind 

execution of the two above criteria. 1."e try first to convincG them 

to change sides ,lith an lopGn-arms" policy and will only punish the 

stubborn ruthlessly. l·Je should also alert everybody to a void traps 

set by the Communist in ,;hich thGy try to liquidate tho loyal anti-

Communist elements by using deceit. 

(3) No retention of old hatreds but the creation of a new spirit_ 

Hatred among tho popuL9.tion of the same hamlGt should 'be 

forgotten so that a new spirit may be built up: a spirit of love and 

solidarity which ,rill bring hamlet communities together, a spirit 

of an open-heart, insuring all basic human freedoms, a moral, 

traditional and scientific spirit protecting tho noble manners and 

customs, banning superstitions, eliminating the vile and base 

habits, a spirit of responsibility 'lhich urges the population of a 

hamlet to 10VG their country as ,lell as their village, respect laws 

and be really good citizens. 

(4) Establishment of the people's dcmocratic and administrative 

organizations: 

The population should be organizGd into truly democratic 

associations for the purpose of reconstructing villages, dGstroying 

the old glooDy life and building up a new bright one. 

The administrative institutions, such as thG hamlet beards, 

the administrative committees and councils, will be selGctGd by the 

villagers themselvGs through frGe, honest and legal elections • 
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(5) Organization of the population in the struggle against the VC' 

Popular and democratic associations should be trained so th~.t. 

they can resist the VC by a non-cooperation "hon VC come bilck to thGii' 

villag8s, thilt is to say hOH to lead a struggle against th" CO"J;'mliscj, 

openly or covertly, positively or n8gatively ilnd polit!.re"lly 0:­

militarily, 

(6) Erildication of illiteracy: 

1·'18 wo.nt to create at villages and hG.r:llcts a new spirit c ~":-l:Ls 

new spirit Hill survive and groH if the villa.gers undersGcmd Hhe th~ 

cadre hilS told them, rG3,dthe documents given to them by the lttc' ".cd 

writedown Hhilt they have in thGir minds. So erodic'ltion of ilL -,8·' 

racy is the fi;c:.I,step to be achieved by our civicoducation octi'Lc·;.es., 

(7) Erildication of diseaso; 

Our desire in this field lS to SGO our fa:'mcrs liv8 in 

cor'tpliance Hith the rules for proper hc:,!lth or,d s.'lnit:Jtion. \'Leck;;':, 

sick, they !mOH to resort tophysicians ilnd to drugs, Sanitation is respo_c8 1:1 

public places ond every village MS mo.tornity dispe:,saries, hosDj' 'J. 

where IDedico.l ,:".ttGndants arc pGrnunently ~)?"G8Gnt nDd iriJ.gs CLCG ce', . J.aY/~ ~ 

The communication linGS network will be developod 30 t t,c\t thJ'''3ccl~1lG' -. x~ 

d d ' ht '; , ,:ld8'1t d' t ' t t . cars can cyan nl.g carry the 0 1.S r'i.e - O'.J'l1S or pro':". ".J 

to\,illS. 

(&) Land ref on: 

The (lJei,sti'lg laws goverl'Cling the land ,'efo~''ll 2'nculd ",' J.C J: 

to atto.in tHO objectives' improv, in[ th" land tenant's statu,; C(,(i 

rensoroble redistribution of lands, In the meantime, the ·'C'Jol'Jv:'.G 

development codrG should cooperate closely Hith various adninis:>:'2:,i, 

or(ranizntions, technical cadre llnd popular associations so thi-1.t t::-1C 

existing l::nvs c::m bG enforced f[tirly, 

( 9) Development of agricult lire md hnnd: iCiEafts: 

The agricultural development o.ims o.t incl'aa::;ing 1'fi.."";""'. pro:5_uF)tlo'_"" 

i.e the income of each family of farme:~$, 'I'hnny.s to thi.s., tho stQpr]·3.rd 

of livintol of the population living jn villages and hamlets will bo 

improved and their life will b()come !~orc comfortabl" and nuch better, 
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1.:.[e prOf:lotc the org2nizotion of farmers into e,ssociations c.nd -lb.;:; 

government will support them through these nssociations" Therefore, the 

creation of democrClt.ic ass( ciations should be t he urst st.ep in'I1:,'0 

agricultural devGlopmont activities, cont::-ibuting to act.ually inerec 3Gb 

the incomG of each famil;: of farmers, 

Besides, the introduction of mnd:; ,rafts to rural areas dGsci.ve 

also to]], mcouragc. 318ctrification is (" '1 effective r,,,,,ans to rorVG thi.s 

purposco 

(10) Dov81opmellt of comrCiunication lines: 

Comr.ll.mication lines at villages a' ,d hamlets sho·.}.d be; rc;,ai 'cod 

and improved in priority because in thir vlay, th" governnent ,rill Gruly 

serve tho inteNsts of the population a',d indiroctl;:' tile th" co,;.munity 

clihsGr togoth'Gr. '['his means 'tt ,rill cr ,ate a ,rider v lderstanding 

8Illong villDgers. 

(n) DesGrving tr0atment for fighterf. 

fhc word IIfighters ll hero meanr GV ryane, peopl, serYiCCi"G~.') 

cadres, and civilian servants who m.V"c diroctly taken 1?rt in t18 

destruction of tho old gloomy life '.nd in "!he c onstruc" ion of the bot.t']r 

one. '.-Ie should havG deserving tr(ntment for t hGse f1( ,tars 8.nd thcir 

famili8N bot" at th0 time thoy arJ activoly fighting 'lr whon trl-ay 

unfortunately becor'.lG disablod. 

To ~UlIlllBriz8, the four basic principles to gm.de the revulutio·· 

nary deve: .. opment activities in 1967 are: 

First - The cadre will form a bridge of understanding between t hG 

government and the people. 

Socond .. Th8 people acts, the cadre prJpClresnnd t h8 [Overnm3nt 

sup,lorYs. 

Third - Tho cadrl.) Fell take the' €.ovornment policy and the poople's 

nspirntionf as their guide for action~ 
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Fourth - The rural population is detorr;:',ned to destro;' tho old gloo'£(;' 

life and to build a better one defined on tho basis of the 11 

criterio. which J. have just stated. 

Ex:cellenciGs, 

GentlGmen, 

The revolutionary dGvelopment policy for 1967 has been set 

forth based on the experiences obtained in 1966. He hOPG that this 

policy will bG more rGalistic, i. e. more suitable to the true rUl'al 

situation and to the true abilities of our cadres md at tho samG 

tille, will give satisfaction to the Imgitimate aspirations of the 10c21 

populntion. 

In the new policy, much 

quality more than to quantity. 

consideration has been given to 

This means that our progress will be 

slow, but firm, and at each stage of progress, a continuous action 

will be deployed to maintain it. This policy will open th" way for 

an actual social revolution in Vietnam, a revolution consisting 

in destroying the old gloomy life and creating a new brighter one, i. 

eliminating the Corrnnunists, subversion, tGrrorism and under-developrI. 

In order to lay a firm foundation for our policy for 1967, 5 

following problGmsare under serious study: 

First ProblGm of AdministrativG reform to c reate a sound truly 

democratic and effectivG villnge and hamlet administration 

whero the people rule themselves. 

Second - Problem of lnnd roform to simplify the existing procedurGs 

and speed up thG present op~rations. 

Third - Prob1811l of establishing at hamlGt level a farmer's associatio'1 

to support farmers on developing vural economy. 

Fourth - Problem of organizing the peop18 living in the hamlet into 

truly democratic association so they can d8fend thems8lves 

and actively devGlop the corrnnunity. 
• .. 12 
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Fifth - Problem of military support to revolutionary developIIBnt 

activities to a void n=t ycar the serious deficiencies of this 

year on that field. 

The four first problems have boen submitted by my ministry 

to our Army-People Council for detailed consideration. The last onG 

is now under di~cussion at our JGS. 

I 'wuld like to stress that revolutionary developmcmt 

activities will only be led to SUCCGSS if they are supported diructly, 

actively and continuously by the Armed-Forces of the RGpublic of 

Vietnam, with the assistance of tho allied forces, likG Gen8r3"1 

Cao-van-Vion has just stated to you. 

If these things do happen, 1967 will sea us taka a great 

step toward victory, a victory necessary for tho construction of a 

lasting poaco Which all our peop10 and armod forces have; longed for 

eagerly, 

Thank you very much for your attention, 


