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2. Revolutionary Development achievements in the first 9 months of 

1966 

a. Cadre Program 

b. Hamlet Construction Prograhl 

c. Self-Help Hamlets Development Progra;," 

d. Education Program 

e. Public ·Jorks Program 

f. Agriculture Program 

g. Open-Arms Program 

h. Program for the Communists fleeing C~mmunism 

3. Revolutionary Development Policy for 1967 

a. The cadres will form a bridge of understanding between the 

government and the people. 

b. The population acts, the cadres prepare and government 

supports. 

o. Cadre should take the governraent policy and people1s 

aspirations as themr guide for action. 

d. The rural population is determined to stand to destroy the 

old gloomy life and build a brighter better one. 



(1) Annihilation of the underground Communists 
(2) Annihilation of tyrannical officials 
(3) Eradication of all hatred to build up a new spirit 
(4) Establishment of the people1s democratic and administrative 

organizations 
(5) Organization of the population in the strugglG against the VC 
(6) Eradication of ill~teracy 
(7)Eradicatio~ of disease 
(8) Land reform 
(9) Development of agriculture and handicrafts 

(10) Development of communication lines 
(11) Deserving treatment for fighters 

4. Conclusion 



President ~~RCOS, 

President PARK, 

President JOHNSON, 

Prime Minister KITTlKACHORN, 

Prime Hinister HOLT, 

Prime Minister HOLYOAKE, 

Excellencies, 

Gentlemen, 

1. General CAO VAN VIEN, our chief of JGS has just presented to you 

a picture on the bright military perfor£nnces achieved by the Free 

]'!orld in Vietnam during the past months. But in a counter-insurgency 

war, our progress canno~e simply measured by m~re figures relating 

to casualties and loss of weapons on both sides. So that is only 

an aspect of the present war in which we have to simultaneously 

destroy and construct, attack the enemy armed torces, an~ke an 

offensive against subversion, terrorism, illiteracy, disease, 

starvation and poverty. Therefore, parallel to the military efforts, 

the reconstruction of villages is also a chief concern of our 

government, to bring security and happiness to the rural population. 

These must be the real goal of our war efforts. For your under­

standing of this reconstruction, let me say now something about 

our Revolutionary Development achieveElents in 1966, and our Policy 

for 1967. 

2. In the first 9 months of 1966, the Revolutionary Development 

Plan encompass 8 main programs: Cadre Program, Hamlet Construction 

Program, Self-Help Program, Education Program, Public '''orks Program, 

Agriculture Program, Open-Arms Program and Program for the Refugees 

fleeing Communism. 
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a. The first program or cadre progress aims at educating and 

training a certain number of young persons who volunteer to be 

Revolutionary Development Cadre determined to live side by side, 

hand-in-hand with the people in order to completely eliminate 

the VC underground structures and replace them by truly free and 

democratic institutions. 

The total number of cadres has been increased from 17,000 

to 26,000 and may reach 30,000 toward the end of 1966, 

Two trainin~ sessions attended by 9,500 students have 

been organized at ehe Training Center and at prescmt, 5,900 

students are undergoing tho third training session which will be 

closed late in January 1967. 

b. 'The purpose of the second program or Hamlet Construction Program 

is to GXpand thG control of the Ropublic of Vietnam l:!hich involvGs 

the construction and consolidation of bamlet.e and tho improvement 

of the standard of living of the local population. 

The cadres have provideR assistance in the construction 

of 304 new hamlets and consolidation of 545 old ones, represonting 

6% of the whole population of the country. The 1966 program 

planned to control 13% more of the national population. Thus, 

the cadres have achieved about 46% of tho program for tho wholG 

year. Tbja is slow, hard work. But 1966 has seen a good 

bGginning. 

c.The third program or Self-Help Program aims at coordinating thG 

means of the government and the Gfforts of thG peoplo in ordor to 

carry out various projects which are useful for the general 

public. 

1,305 self-help projects out of 2,779 i.e. 47;6 of tllG 

projects planned for the ",hole year, have been LDlplemented • 
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d. The fourth program or Education Program covers the construction 

of schools and the recruitment of teachers for the children 

living in various ha1'1lets. 

1,469 classrooms, out of 2,251 i.e. 65% of the planned 

projects, have boen constructed. 3,066 teachers have been 

recruited and trained. 

ThankB to this program, we can receive an additional 

number of about 81,000 school children at the beginning of the 

term of this year. 

e. The purpose of the fifth program or Public "'forks Program is to 

develop the comnunication lines network at villages, hamlets, 

and districts in order to facilitate the moving of farmers and 

the agricultural development. 

437 kilometers of roads, out of 913 km i.e. 47% of the 

planned projects habe been constructed and repaired. 

f. The sixth program or Agriculture Program aims at providing 

support to farmers in th0 field of 

Seeds, breeding livestock, farming tools, modern technique and 

irrigation. 

The irrigation program has accomplished 183% of its planned 

goals. Ive have dug or dredged 219 km of canals, out of 119 km 

planned for the whole year. 

-Ie have constructed 8 dams and dykes which cost more 

than 1 million piastres each, and 29 smaller dams or dykes. 

These irrigation achievements will support 80,000 heactares of 

rice fields. Concerning agriculture, fisheries and anjr,al 

husbandry, 34,000 farmers "md fishermen have been trailed in 

modern farming and fishing techniques; are distributed or given 
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out for a profit-sharinf 10 million piastres of selected fruit 

trees, 23 Dillion piostros of broeding livestock -2nd 6 million 

piastro3 of fishing gear. Finally, 759 markets and fishing 

ponds have already been constructed. 

g. The seventh program or Open-Arms l'rogram tries to encourage the 

rot urn of Viet Cong cadresto serve the national just cause and 

to fight side by side vnth the p~ople for the elinination of 

the COE1Elunists, tho salvation and the building of the country. 

Based on our records 36,000 Viet Cong '.('liticGl v.nd 

iJilitory cGdres have COFee bock, 18 Open-·ArTIs hamlets ,,,here live 

1,000 fG"lilies of returnees hove bacJll put up. 

h" Th8 last pro~raEL or F'rogro.~ for refugees flGGif'g Cornrnunism ::lims 

at supporting those 1'lho ar0 compelled to leave their ho.mlets 

being under thu Cormnunist controL 

612,000 mon haVG loft the Communist areas for the ncctional 

zones. This brings the totCll of refugees to 1,400,000. 

34 vocatioml classes have boon organizod and hGlf a 

million of Den permanently resettled by our government, 

Both the Viet ConI' returnees and the refugees from 

Cumrnunist orcas can be seid to be PGoplo who "voted with their 

feet .II Th3.t 1.S, they f18d ewoy from the Communists. Inthc 

first 9 months of1966, returnoes and refugees totollod 648,000 

pooplc - nearly two-thirds of Cl mllion people who chose 

fr88dom~ 

In brief, 46% of the hamlet construction program plClnned 

for the ViholoYGar have been iTIpler:1ented and about 60% of the 

NCM Lif8 Dcv8lcpment prograEl, such as education, public works 

and agriculture have also boen ochioved, 

A few recent pictures on revolutionary developrnnts 
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October 1966 by my t'linistry, "he revolutionary development policy 

in 1967 can be based on the four following basic concepts: 

a" Tj1e cadre will form a bridge of understanding bet>rcen thG_ 

gov~1.£!t-,-.and the people. 

As the first and most impClTtant fact, the revolutir,nary 

development prOblem consists in winning over the people! s heart, 

This mGans a truo and Hide understanding should be created between 

the government and the people. To do it, we should ho.ve in hand 

verJ' dodico.ted and truly revolutiomry co.dre too.ms. 

This too.ms [\1'C the people I s r."dre teams i.e. once back in 

ho.ruets, they knm" hOI' to get along wi'eh the people in Ir{ltter 

of thoughts, attitudes, speedl as well as actions " 

These cLldrGs aro rovolutionary cadres :.., G ~ they servlt 

a sc:cre.d idGa,-: that of "Destructing the gloomy old life and 

constructing a better one in rural aroas", 

In brief" th" construction of ho.mlets dOGS not l'1e"n Et 

construction of schools, ~,n opening of rOQds or 0. building of 

markets, but mainly the construction of a new social strullture 

po.r'oicularly a new spirit, a spirit of sGlf-defensc, self-reliQnce 

for the ,,-hole .1oc:1l populQtion. To support. the people; !:loney, 

Jl1.2t9rials Qnd specialists are secondary, and only the revo.1utiomry 

development cadres are of prioory necessity. 

Be "']:leo pgpJ!-l(lj;ion acts, thG~e prepare and the government supports. 

The llevolutiomry Dev810pnyant Qctivities are those which 

can only be cQrried out through the truly joint efforts of the 

people, the Hilit::lr"'J, the cadre ".nd thC) government, The most 

inportant factor ~,vhich deto:c'ninc;s .h(; success llt villagos and 

mrnlc:ts is neither th0 govGrDr.lont nor tho cadre and tho armed 

forcGs, but it is the people, The russion of the military, the 
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cadre and the government at villages and hamlets consists only 

in providing assistance and guidance to the population so that 

the latter m'l.y perceivG the necessity and th8 importance of the 

revolutionary development activities. They will then accomplish 

by themse:ves' those activities which they consider as their own, 

and which are useful to them. 

c. The cadre should take the government pol; cy a11d the people IS 

aspirations as their guide for action. 

The revolutionary development policy of the government must 

be implemented through p~actical programs, widespread 8nd well 

understood by the people and the cadre. IV-hen these prograDS are 

out into execution, the cadre must listen to the sincere desires 

of tho population so that projects initbtod by the cadre can bo 

implemented not on~y in compliance with the government policy, 

but also in providing complete satisfaction to tho sincere and 

legitirnt8 2.spirations of the popUlation. 

d.The rural population is detormined to stand UP to destroy the old 

gloomy life and build a brighter and better one, 

This concept is the most important. '.Te are determined to 

carry out a social revolution in rural areas, aimed at the 

destruction of the old gloomy life and replacing it by a bright8r 

ono. 

The Construction cfthe better and brighter life is based 

on tho eleven following criteria: 

(1) Elimim. tion of the Communist underground. 

Tho elimination of tho Communist underground consists in 

destroying the VC infrastructure and separating the VC elements 

from the people and is an opportunity to win ovor tho Communists 

and put an end to the war. 

..8 
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(2) Elimination of tyrannical officials. 

Tho elind.nation of tyrannical officials means to clear 

and render Elore offGctivG the military and adrrinistrative infrastructure 

in villages and hamlets. We do not recommend a mechanical and blind 

eXGcution of tile t"w above criteria. \'I"e try first to convince them 

to cnange sj,des ,rith an "open-arms" policy and .;ill only punish tho 

stubborn ruthlessly. lfe should also alert everybody to a void traps 

set b,,c the Conununist in .;hich they try to liquidate tho loyal anti-

Communist clements by using deceit. 

(3) No retenti.on of old hatreds but the creation of a ne,r spirit. 

Hatred among tho population of the same hamlet should 'be 

forg:)ttccn s<) ~hat a lCOW spirit may b3 built up: a spirit of love and 

sol'Ldarj.ty ",hich .-rllJ_ bring haruet communitiCls together, a spirit 

of an opcn···hce,rt, i~1suring all basic hurn.an froedoms, a E10ro.l, 

traelitioml ;:mel scientific spirit protocti.ng thu noble manners and 

cus~,omo, banTling superstitions, eliminating tho vile "Ed base 

habits, a spirit of responsibility "rhich urges th8 populcttion of a 

hamlet to 10VG their country as Vlcll as thGir village, respect Im-rs 

and be really good citizens. 

(L,) Establishment of the people's democratic and ndministrative 

organiz~Qtions : 

The population should be organiz0d into truly democrntic 

associations for the purpose of reconstructing villages, destroying 

tho old gloomy lifo and building up n new bright one. 

The adninistrativc institutions, such as the bC1mlot "r En'ds, 

the administrative committees and councils, "rill be "elected by the 

villagers themselves through freo, honest and legal elections. 

, ... 9 
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( 5) Organization of the population in the struggle against tho VC: 

Popular and dGElocratic associations should bo trainGd so that 

they can resist the VC by Cl non-cooperation '''hen VC CO[1e back to thGir 

villagGs, that is to say hOI" to lead a struggle against the Conmunists, 

openly or covertly, positively or negatively and politically or 

militarily, 

(6) Eradication of illiterecy: 

','10 want to crmte nt villages cmd haruGts a ncw spirit, This 

nm" spirit will survive and grow if the villagers understond what the 

cadre has told th8n1, readthe docUJC!ents given to thGr1 by the l'ttor and 

'lritedown ,rhnt they h~V8 in their minds, So erndication of illite­

r~cy is the .firststep to bc 8.chioved by our civtceducation activities, 

(7) Eradicntion of dis8nso: 

Our desire in this fj.eld is to soe our fO.rc.,ers live in 

cof;Iplianco with tho rules for proper heq.lth and sanitation. l'Jhen they'ro 

Sick, they know to resort tophysicians'lnd to drugs, Sanitntion is respected in 

public plGces and eveery village has Hnternity disponsQries, hospitals, 

whGrc medical c.ttendo.nts nro pc;rman,ently present and drugs o.re abundant, 

The cOhmun:ication lines network will be developed 80 t hJt throewhee18d 
. wOlillded. t . t t . CO,rs can do.y Elnd nlght carry thc to dlS rlC 01'ms or prOVlnCG 

tmvns. 

(8) Land rafol', : 

The existing laws govc>rnninf the land reform should b8 ir;]proved 

to a ttain two objectives: mprov. in[ the hnd ten::mt 1 s status end 

reasonable re-distribution of lands, In th0 meantimo, the revolutionary 

development cndre should cooporo.tu closely with vo.rious o.dministrntive 

orgo.nizations, tochnicCll cndre ,:md popular associations so that the 

existing L1HS can be enforcod fairly, 

(9) Devcloprdcnt of agriculturo end h::md: iC<l!'afts: 

The agricultural development a:LTns o.t increasing farn production, 

i.e the i.llcome of each family of farmer:>, 'rhan\. s to t;,is, the standard 

of livinJ;i of the population living jn villages and hamlets will be 

improved and tiwir lifG will become "'01'0 confortable and much better, 
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lie promote the organizntion of farmers into (lssociations and "ill" 

government will support them through these (lssociation~, Thereforo, the 

creation of democratic associations should be t he first step in 1I1e 

agricultural development nctivities, contributing to actually increases 

the income of each famil,: of fnrmers. 

Besides, the introduction of handicrafts to rural areas deserve 

also to lID mcouNge, i>loctrification is an effGctivG moans to serve thj.s 

purposo. 

(10) Development of communication lines: 

Communicntion lines at villages and hamlets should be; rep,Lirod 

and improved in priority because in this way, the 'government will truly 

serve the interests of the population and indirectl;;' tie the co;;,munity 

clihser together. 'fhis means jt will create a wider understanding 

among vilwgers. 

(11) Deserving treatment for fighters: 

'l'he word" fighters" here means BV cryone, people, ser\'icoP'en, 

cadres, and civilian servants who have directly taken p-crt in tho 

destruction of the old gloomy life and in"ille construction of fue bettor 

one. liJo should have deserving treatment for these fighters and their 

familiew both at the time they are nctively fighting or "hen they 

unfortunately beCOEle disabled. 

To sUllllllilrize, the four basic principles to guide the rovruutio·· 

rory development activities in 1967 are: 

First - The cndre will form a bridge of understanding bet\~oen t h8 

government and the people. 

Second - The people ncts, the cadre preparosand t he t9verrunent 

supporjls. 

Third - The cadre will take the government policy and the people's 

aspirations as their guide for action. 
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Fourth - Tho rural population is deter"'.nod to destro;i the old gloo5I)T 

life and to build a better one defined on the basis of the 11 

criteriG which I have just stated. 

Excellencies, 

Gentlemen, 

The revolutionary development policy for 1967 has been set 

forth based on the experic;nces obtained in 1966. 1:1e hope that this 

policy will be more realistic, i.e. more suitable to the true rural 

situation and to the true abilities of our cadres md at the same 

tine, will give satisfaction to the Imgitimate aspirations of the local 

population. 

In the new policy, much consideration has been given to 

quality more than to quantity. This means that our progress will be 

slow, but firm, and at each stage of progress, a continuous action 

will be deployed to maintain it. This policy will open the way for 

an actual social revolution in Vietnam, a revolution consisting 

in destroying the old gloonw life and creating a new brighter one, in 

eliminating the Communists, subversion, terrorism and under-development. 

In order to lay a firm foundation for our policy for 1967, 5 

following problemsare under serious study: 

First 

Second 

Problem of AdministrativG reform to c reate a sound truly 

democratic and effective village and hamlet administration 

where the people rule thomselves. 

Problem of land reform to sinplify thG existing procedures 

and speed up the present oporations. 

Third - Problelnl of Gstablishing at hall'J.et lovol G farmer's association 

to support farmers on developing nural economy. 

Fourth - Problem of organizing tho people living in the hamlet into 

truly democratic association so they can defend themselves 

and actively develop the community. 
• .• 12 
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Fifth - Problem of military support to revolutionary dcvolopllB nt 

activitios to a void next year the serious deficiencies of this 

year on that field. 

The four first problems have been submitted by my ministry 

to our Army-People Council for detailed consideration. The last one 

is now under discussion at our JGS. 

I would like to stress that revolutionary development 

activities will only be led to success if they are supported directly, 

actively and continuously by the Armed-Forces of the Republic of 

Vietnam, with the assistance of the allied forces, like General 

Cao-van-Vien has just stated to you. 

If these things do happen, 1967 will see us take a great 

step toward victory, a victory necessary for the construction of a 

lasting peace which all our people and armed forces have longed for 

eagerly, 

Thank you very much for your attention. 




