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President MARCOS,

President PARK,

President JOHNSON,

Frime Minister KITTIKACHORN,
Prime Minister HOLT,

Prime Minister HOLYOAKE,
Fxcellencies,

Gentlemen,

1. General CAO VAN VIEN, our chief of JGS has just mresented to you
a picture on the bright military performances achieved by the Free
World in Vietnam during the past months. But in a counter-insurgency
WAr', OUr’ Progress cannoﬂbe simply measured by mere figures relating
to casualties and loss of weapons on both sides. So that is only

an aspect of the present war in which we have to simultancously
destroy and construct, attack the enemy armed forces, anqmake an
offensive against subversion, terrorism, illiteracy, disease,
starvation and poverty. Therefore, parallel to the military efforts,
the reconstruction of villages is also a chief concern of our
government, to bring security and happiness to the rural population,
These must be the real goal of our war efforts. For your under-
standing of this reconstruction, let me say now something about

our Revolutionary Development achievements in 1966, and our Policy
for 1967.

2, In the first 9 months of 1966, the Revolutionary Development

Plan encompass 8 main progrems: Cadre Program, Hamlet Construction
Program, Self~Help Program, Fducation Frogram, Public Works Program,
Agriculture Program, Open-Arms Program and Program for the Refugees

fleeing Cormunism,
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a. The first program or cadre pFrogress aims at educating and
training a certain number of young persons who volunteer to be
Revolutiorary Development Cadre determined to live side by side,
hand-in-hand with the people in order to cempletely eliminate
the VC underground structures and replace them by truly free and

democratic institutions,

The total number of cadroghas been increascd from 17,000
to 26,000 and may reach 30,000 toward the end of 1966,

Two training sessions attended by 9,500 students have
been organized at the Training Centcr and at present, 5,900
students are undergoing the third training session which will be
closed late in January 1967.

b, ‘The purpose of the second program or Hamlet Construction Frogram
is to expand the control of the Republic of Vietnam which involves
the construction and consolidation of hamlets and the improvement

of the standard of living of the local population,

The cadres have providest assistance in the construction
of 304 new hamlets and consolidation of 545 old ones, represcnting
6% of the whole population of the country, The 1966 program
planned to control 13% more of the national population. Thus,
the cadreshave achieved about 46% of the program for the whole
year., Tbis is slow, hard work, But 1966 has scen a good

beginning,

c,The third program or Self-lelp Program aims at coordinating the
means of the government and the efforts of the people in order to
carry out various projects which are useful for the general
public.
1,305 self-help projects out of 2,779 i.e. 4L7% of the

projects planned for the whole year, have been implemented.
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The fourth program or Education Program covers the construction
of schools and the recruitment of teachers for the children

living in various hamlets,

1,469 classrooms, out of 2,251 i.c., 65% of the plarned
projects, have been constructed., 3,066 feachers have teen
recruited and trained.

Thanks to this program, we can receive an additional
nunber of about 81,000 school children at the beginning of the

term of this year.

The purpose of the fifth program or Fublic Works Program is to
develop the communication lines network at villages, hamlets,
and districts in order to facilitate the moving of Ffarmers and
the agricultural development,

437 kilometers of roads, out of 913 km i.c. 47% of the

planned projects ha¥e been constructed and repaired,

The sixth program or Agriculture Program aims at providing
support to farmers in the field of :
Seeds, breeding livestock, farming tools, modern technique and

irrigation.

The irrigation program has accomplished 1£3% of its planned
gozls. We have dug or dredged 219 km of canals, out of 119 km

planned for the whole year.

Je have constructed 8 dams and dykes which cost more
than 1 million piastres each, and 29 smaller dams or dykes,
These irrigation achievements will support 80,000 heactares of
rice fields. Concerning agriculture, fisheries and animal
husbandry, 34,000 farmers and fishermen have been trohed in

modern farming and fishing techniques; are distributed or given
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out for a profit-sharing 10 million plastres of selected [ruit
trees, 23 million piastres of breeding livestock and 6 million
piastres of fishing gear. Finally, 759 markets and fishing

ponds have alrsady been constructed.

The seventh program or Open-Arms Frograr tries to cncourage the
return of Viet Cong cadresto serve the national just cause and
to fight side by side with the pzople for the climination of

the Compunists, the salvation and the building of the country.

Boged on our records 36,000 Viet Cong rrlitical ond
military cadres have come back, 18 Open--Arms hamlets where live

1,000 families of returnees have been put up.

The last prosram or Program for refugees fleeing Communism alms
at supporting those who arc compellcd to leave their hamlets

being under the Communist control,

612,000 men have left the Cormunist areas for the national

noncs. This brings the total of refugees to 1,400,000,

34, vocational classcs have been organized and half a

million of men permancently rssettled by our government .

Both the Viet Cong returnees and the refugees from
Cormunist areas con be said to be people who "voted with their
feet." That is, they fled away from the Communists. Inthe
first 9 monbhs of 1966, returnces and refugees totalled 64,8,000
necople - dearly two-thirds of & million people who chose
frecdom}

1n bricf, 46% of the hamlet construction program planned

for the wholeyear have been implemented and about 60% of the
New Life Dovelopment program, such as sducation, public works
and agriculture have also been achicved,

A few recent pictures on revolutionary developments

.
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October 1966 by my Ministry, che revolutionary development policy

in 1967 can be based on the four following vasic concepts:

a. The cadre will form a bridegc of understanding between the

govermment and the people,

As the first and most impartant fact, the reveluticnary
devcelopment problem consists in winning over the people's heart,
This means a truc and wide uncerstanding should be created between
the government and the pecple, To do it, we shculd have in hand
very dedicated and truly revolutionary cadre teams.

This teams arc the people's nadre teams i,e. once back in
hamiets, they know how to get along with the people in matter
of thoughts, attitudes, speech as well as actions.

These cadres arc revolutiornary cadres i.c. they servi
0 8stcred ideal. that of "Destructing the gloomy old life and
constructing a better one in rural arcas",

In brief, th: construction of hamlets does not mean a
construction of schools, an opening of roads or a building of
markets, but mainly the construction of a new social struvturc
parvicularly a new spirit, a spirit of self-defense, self-reliance
for the wholc loeal population. To support the people, roney,
materials and specialists are secondary, and only the revolutionary

developnent cadres are of primary necessity.

. The population acts, the cadre preparc and the government supports,

The Revolutionary Development activities are those which
can only be carried out through the truly joint efforts of the
people, the military, the cadre and the government, The most
important factor which determince “he suceess at villages and
hamlets is neither the government nor the cadre and the armed

forces, but it is the people, The mission of the military, the
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cadre and the government at villages and hamlets consists only
in providing assistance and guidance to the population so that
the latter may percecive the necessity and the importance of the
revolutionary devcelopment activities. They will then accomplish
by themselvea those activities which they consider as their own,

and which are useful to them.

ceThe cadre should take the government policy and the people's

aspirations as their guide for action, .

The revolutionary development policy of the government must
be Implemented through practical programs, widespread and well
understood by the people and the cadre. When these programs are
out into execution, the cadre must listen to the sincerc desires
of the population so that projects initiated by the cadre can be
implemented not only in compliance with the govermment policy,
but also in providing complete satisfaction to the sincere and

legitimate asplrations of the population,

d.The rural population is determined to stand up to destroy the old

gloomy 1ifc and build a brighter and better one,

This concept is the most important. Ve are determined to
carry out a social revolution in rural arcas, aimed at the
destruction of the old gloomy life and replacing it by a brighter
one,

The Construction f the better and brighter life is based
on the eleven following criteria:

(1) Elimination of the Communist underground.

The elimination of the Communist underground consists in
destroying the VC infrastructure and separating the VC clements
from the people and is an opportunity to win over the Communists

and put an end to the war,
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(2) Elimination of tyrannical officiels.

The elimination of tyramnical officials means to clear
and render more effective the military and administrative infrastructure
in villages and hamlets. We do not recommend a mechanical and blind
exscuticn of the two above criteria. We try first to convince them
to change sides with an "open-arms" policy and will only punish the
stubborn ruthlessly. We should also alert averybody toavoid traps
sct by the Communist in which they try to liguidate the loyal anti-

Communist clements by using deceit.
(3) HNo rctention of old hatreds but the creation of o new spirit.

Hatred among the population of the same hamlet should be
forgotten sn that a rew spirit may be built up: a spirit of love and
solidarity which will bring hamlet communitices together, a spirit
of an open-heart, iasuring all basic human freedoms, a moral,
traditioral and scientific spirit protecting the noble mamners and
cushomg, banning superstitions, eliminating the vile and base
habits, a spirit of responsibility which urges the population of a
hamlet to love their country as well as their village, respect laws
and be really gecod citizens.

{4) Establishment of the people's democratic and administrative

organizations:

The population should be organized into truly democratic
associations for the purpose of reconstructing villages, destroying
the old gleoomy 1life and building up & new bright one.

The administrative institutions, such as the hamlct Liaipds,
the adwinistrative committees and councils, will be sclected by the

villagers themselves through free, honest and legal eleeticons.
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(5) Organization of the population in the struggle zgainst the VC*

Popular and democratic associations should be trained so that
they can resist the VC by a non-cooperation when VC comz back to their
villages, that is to say how to lead a gtruggle against the Conmunlsts

openly or covertly, positively or negatively and pelitieally or
militarily,

(6) Eradication of illiteracy:

We want to createat villages and hamlets a now spirit. This
new spirit will survive and grow if the villogers understond what the
cadre has told them, readthe documents given to them by the Itter and
writedown what they have in their minds. Sc erndication of illitce
racy is the fimgtstep to be achicved by our civiceducation activities,
(7) Eradication of discasc:

Our desire in this field is to sce cur farmers live in
compliance with the rules for proper heglth and sanitation, When they're
know to resort tophysicians and to drugs, Sanitation is respected in
public places and every village has maternity dispensaries, hospitals,
where medical sttendants arc perminently present and drugs are abundant,
The cormunication lines netweork will be developed so t hat threoewheeled
cars can doy and night carry the woundedto district tcwns or province
towns,

(&) Land rcfor :

The existing laws governming the land reform should be irmproved
to attain twe cbjectives: improv. ing the land tenant's status ad
reasonable re~distribution of lands., In the meantime, the revolutionary
development cadre should cooperate closely with various administrative
organizations, tcchnical eadrc and popular assceiations so that the
existing laws can be enforced fairly,

(9) Developuent of agriculturc md hand: icrafts:

The agricultural devclopment aims at incressing farm production,
i,e the income of each family of farmers. Than's to this, the standard
of living of the population living in villages and hamlets will be

impreved andtheir life will become rore comfortable and much better,
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We promote the organization of farmers into associations and he
government will support them through these associations. Therefore, the
creation of democratic associations should bet hefirst step in the
agricultural development activities, contributing to actually inercascs
the income of each family of farmers.

Besides, the introduction of handicrafts to rural areas deserve
also tot @courage; #lectrification is an effective means to ssrve this
PUT'POSEG.,

(10) Development of communication lines:

Conmunication lines at villages and hamlets should b repaired
and improved in priority because in this way, the government will truly
serve the intercsts of the population and indirectly tie the cowmunity
claser together. 'This means it will croate a wider understanding
among villagers,

(11) Deserving trecatment for fighters:

The word "fighters" herc means ev..ryonc, people, servicciren,
cadres, and civilian servants who have directly taken pert in the
destruction of the old gloomy life and in the construction of the better
one, We should have deserving treatment for thesefighters and their
familics both at the time they are actively fighting or when they
unfortunately become disabled,

To summarize, the four basic principles to guide the rovalutio.-
nary development activities in 1967 arc:

First — The cadre will form a bridge of understanding between the
government and the people.
Second -~ The people acts, the cadre preparesand t he gvernment

suppords.

Third - The cadre will take the government policy and the peoplc's

aspirations as their guide for action.
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Fourth -~ The rural population is deterrined to destroy the old gloomy
life and to build a better one defined on the basis of the 11

criteria which I have just stated,

Excellencies,

Gentlemen,

The revolutionary development policy for 1967 has been set
forth based on the experiences obtained in 1966. We hope that this
policy will be more realistic, i.e. more suitable to the truec rural
situation and to the true abilities of our cadres md at the samec
time, will give satisfaction to the légitimate aspirations of the local

population.

In the new policy, much consideraticn has been given to
quality morc than to quantity. This means that our progress will be
slow, but firm, and at each stage of progréss, a continuous action
willl be deploved to maintain it. This policy will open the way for
an actual social revolution in Vietnam, a revolution consisting
in destroying the old gloomy life and creating a new brighter one, in

eliminating the Communists, subversion, terrorism and under-~development.

In order to lay a firm foundation for our policy for 1967, 5

following problemsarc under scrious study:

First - Problem of Administrative reform to c reats 2 sound truly
democratic and effective village and hamlet administration

wherc the people rule themselves,

Second - Problem of land reform to sinplify the existing procedures
and speed up the present operations,

Third - Problem of establishing at hamlet level a farmer's associstion

1

to support farmers on developing pural CCONONLY «

Fourth - Problem of organizing the people living in the hamlet into
truly democratic association so they can defend themselves

and actively develop the community.
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Fifth - Problem of military suppert to revoluticnary decvelopment
activities to avoid next ycar the scrious deficicncies of this

year on that field,

The four first problems have been submittced by my ministry
to our Army-People Council for detailed consideration. The last one

is now under discussion at our JGS,

I would like to stress that revolutionary development
activities will only be led to success if they are supported directly,
actively and continuously by the Armed-Forces of the Republic of
Vietnam, with the assistance of the allied forces, like Genecral

Cac~van-Vien has just stated to you.

If these things do happen, 1967 will secc us take a great
step toward victory, a victory nccessary for the censtructicn of a
lasting peace which all our people and armed forces have longed for

cagerly,

Thank you very much for your attention.





