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President Marcos, 
President Park, 
President Johnson, 
Prime Minister Kittikachorn, 
Prime Minister Holt, 
Prime Minister Holyoake, 
Excellencies, 
Gentlemen, 

The members of the Government of the Republic of 

Vietnam consider it a great privilege to be here and 

confer with the heads of governments of the allies of 

Vietnam and their advisors. 

We are grateful to you for being interested in 

cur struggle against the communists, and for having spent 

so much of your time and energy to find a peacefvl 

solution to the Vietnamese problem. 

..2 



~ 

- L -

We are gratefc;.l to you and your officiC11s in this 

rOOEl, as INGll as those in Vietnam Clnd in your home 

countries, who arG devoted to the task af carrying out 

your policies. 

Before defining the position of our country, I 

should like first to roviel' the presGnt situation in 

Vietnam. 

In the field of the military, the picture is indeed 

encouraging. In spite of the increasing and constant 

attempts by the North Vietnamese to infiltrate more men 

and arms into South Vietnam, and despite their continued 

efforts at achieving a dramatic victory against our troops, 

the communists have so far been successfully checked on 

every battlefield, The cOL\l1Iunists I difficulties are due 

to the extreme alertness and valiance of the allied troopso 

The results of our dynamism on the bettlefields of 

South Vietnam and of the continued bombing of military 

targets and routes of infiltration in North Vietnam have 

contributed to the lowering of the morale of the communist 

tronps and cadres. The fact that more and more communists 

are surrendering to our side is positive proof that they 

are hurt.· ,that they are running into innumerable 

difficul ties. 
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General Vien, our Chief of General Staff, ~dll 

brief you in detedl on theo military si tU:=ltion v 

In the field of pacific<:ltion or rural construcb on, 

which we also call Eevolutionary Development, we h~.ve 

achieved concrete results, We are conscious th<:lt military 

operations can only clear <:In area of the communist milit<:lry 

cadres and that, in order to really secure such, we have 

to destroy the Viet Cong political and administrative 

substructure and replace it with our own, We are also 

dWiue that this strugc;'le 2gainst the communists is one 

fought for man1s mind, 2nd that success is only measur2ble 

in terms of the population that is on our sioe,· 

We therefore have been giving top priority to this 

task of pacification ~!ith the best we hav8 t We have 

stepped up the trilini'ng of pacificeition cild:ces of which 

we need tens of thousilnds. We have tried to inculcate in 

our men the sense of devotion ilnd service which is '.;J 

important to any pilcification efforto Fifty""nine-m<:\D 

teams have been sent to the various parts of Vietn2m and 

have achieved concrete results in the service of the 

people. Inspection teams are constantly on the move to 

keep a close cheock on their work and insure that they 
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do n';t stray from the main effort and do not indulge in 

abuses that would antagonize ra1;her than rally the 

population. 

Progress in this field is constant, although slow. 

But in spite of our understandoble impatience, I submit 

that activities aimed at winning people's hearts should be 

slow and sure rather than spectacular and fleeting. 

General !hang, our Minister for Revolutionary 

Development, VIill detail for you the program of our 

pacification work c 

Turning to our economic and social activities the 

ElI!IIphnsis of our endeiiVour during the pnst yenr has been 

geared toward stopping the inflntion and creating a 

better society for our people to live in. Recent meaSJres 

such as the readjustment of the volue of the piaster, the 

decongestioning of the port of Saigon, the raising of the 

wages of tile civil serv,mts and military personnel and 

other fixed salaried personnel, the organization of n 

better systeLl for the distribution of goods, the urgent 

importation of basic necessity goods, and other measures have 

greatly contributed to checking the inflationary spiral 

and tmproving the welfare of the people. 
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As for os the internol political situntion is 

concerned, the situntion is much clenrer. The vncuum 

that was created after the fall of the Ngo Dinh Diem regime 

is not yet quite filled. Indeed after eighty years of 

colonialism and ten ye ,\]:'s of dictntorship, the people 

have had to grope in their search for the regime that 

suits them best. Hence the political instability of the 

past few years, Nonetheless, the people and the armed 

forces are now aware of the clear and present threat of 

the communists, and have come to the conc! usion that only 

e derilocratic regime and a popularly elected governr.1ent 

Can bring the country together and enlist the partiCipation 

of everyone in the affairs of the nation. 

The cause of di ssensions between individuals, 

parties, and religions has been the lack of a truly 

representative government. Therefore to be vali:: and 

effective, the regimG in South Vietnam must be chosen by 

its own people. This would also greatly embarrass the 

communists who hiwe never dared to organize an election, 

Knowing that our f.1orill strength would be irresis tible if 

and when a National Assembly is established, and il 

Constitution written, the communists tried their best to 

sabotage last month!s elections. But the overwhelming 
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pcrc2ntrrc of ~:hJ populetion t2kins p2rt in the vote 

sho\vo~ once ~r2~!1 th~~ the Viet Conc did not control the 

populntion nt the degree they claimod they did. And the 

very peop12 whoQ they claimed they represented did not 

heed their 2dvic8 to stny ~V!~y from the polls. 

In ~ few ~l,)nths, tho Republic of VictnoQ wiJ.l h?vc 

::: Constitut~on, a Legislative Assembly, nnd a popularly 

elcctc(~ gC'\lo:cnLlcnt. And then conditions for 8. much 

do siroc' PClT,,,:-'cn-'c po Ii tic?,l stability Vlill prev2,il. Cf 

course', ti-::o:cc ;1 ('.'lC' ~~c::"n a.n~:. still ClTC:: differencos bGtw2cn 

the vc:riot}s <]roups Rnd. cl(lshes bctV'J0cn individu8.1s, bl~\,t we 

sutcj_t -~h2t "~husc cons"titute just so rrl~ny moro proofs 

of 2 (cnuincly free political ntmosphere in our cOIJntry. 

An V/0 CDn even 52fcly {lssurnc th2t untilc thG ci.v-y 

when ~c h2V0 st~}ilj_ty in ViotnQ~ there will be m~ny 

moro in :·,0J~Tl~.l cU.f-;:.5_c1.)lties. Becauso the communists anc~ 

the colonialists will not be dQfcated until they will 

have triad every ~C2ns to cro~t disturbances in or~cr 

to sabot~C2 our pro£r~m tOWArd democracy. 

Fer the p~st sixteen months, due to sp2cial 

historicH2- circ__..l!Tlsta.nccs, th2 armed forces hove h26 to tClkc 

charge of tho government. But thore has never been ~ny 

doubt 5.n o~_lr r:linds about the va.luG· of the dcmocrCltic 

way of l:'_f 0, anc censeql..' contI y VIC havc been eloinS our be st 

to C?s-:'-.2~bl:i_sh tho !JCtsic institutions of a future dcmocrCttic 

rc C:irnc. 
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Among otber things, WG have doubled the membership 
of the Directory to include ten civilion members and thus 
mako it possible for prominent non-military patriots 

to p<:lrticip<:lte in the leadership of the n<:lti on. 

We have established the Army-People Council made up 
of leading figures in the country to advise the executive 

branch of government. 

And, as you GIl know, we hove organized absolutely 

free nationCll dechons for a GDnsti tuent Assembly. 

Our deeds, therefore, have matched our words. 

TodClY, before the loaders of government ~re 

assembled, we solcLmly reiteF:te our opposition to all 

forms of dictCltorship, I.·,hether it be imperii11ist, com­

munist or mili tZl:CY. We look forvJClrd ·::0 the doy in the 

neClr futUre when the Constitution is completed Clnd Vietnam 
has C\ duly elected government. And then, our mission 

full y carried out, lile will be i\ble to return to our 

genuine mili tCll'y d'x::ies in tho i\rr,led forces. 

Excellencies, 

Gentlemen, 

Through the Clbovo review of the present situation in 
Vietnilm you have seen th,.t the bildc cac'se of the Vietnam 
conflict must be found. in the social injustices and 
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inequities, the social evils and feudal heritage that 

have plagued our country. Indeed, after years of foreign 

domination and autocracy, the Vietnames~ people yearned 

for a better life, for a brighter future, and the communists 

came in time to rna ke their promises about a marxist haven 

in which all injustices ,md evils would be eliminated. 

Vietnam was il good ground for communism to thrive. 

To make matters worse, the ailments that afflict all 

newly emerging nations, namely economic underdevelopment, 

politicCll immaturity, and the inexistence of an efficient 

civil service, all good seeds of populClr discontent, 

Clilowed the communists Cl measure of success in their armed 

insurgency. 

This ClI1ned insurgency in our country 'wnich many 

nebulous intellectuals persist in calling a civil war, 

but which the communists themselves have named "wClr of 

national liberi1tion", is the communist self-confessed 

test case for their overClll scheme of domination of the 

world's underdeveloped countries. 

Our own experiences and those of other countries 

in dealing with the communists have led to the logical 

conclusion that the only way to .utd~ the Reds is to 

wage a merciless war on poverty, ignorance Clnd disease, 

and to hi1ve , no matter whi1t the price, an efficient and 

clean government. 
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But what wo havo to do, what wo have decided to do, 

what we have began to undertake is nothing short of a 

genuine social revolution. For it is our intention during 

the remainder of our tiQe in government, to hand over to 

the duly olocted officials of the next government, a 

Vietnam that will bc in the best possible shape. 

Within tho framework of this social revolution we 

have to serve first and foreDost the interests of the man 

in the street, of thG villi1gGr, thG fClrmer, and the lClborer. 

Among other things, we will expend our best efforts to 

establish village and hi1mlet self-government through local 

elections. With your precious assistance we will drClft 

Clnd carry out economic c~evelopment projects to make our 

economy CIS self-sustGining CIS possible. We will cspeciCllly 

improve our agric'J.l-cure for it is the natural wealth of OUT 

nation. We will do all that is in our power so thClt the 

military become the genuine brother and protectors of the 

people, 

Turning away from the Wier towClrd the problem of peace, 

let me say at the outset ~vhat this government hCls many CI time 

reiterated: the people and the government of the Republic 

of VietnClm are for peacc, We demand poace, for we have suffered 

too long from the ci11amities of war, But i~ cannot be peace 

at ,my price. 

• .10 



10 

It mW3t a I;eace in honor vd1ich vie can acccept Vii thout betrc·.ying 

all those heroes - -alied and Vietnames8-- who have died tor 

our liberty. It must not be the surrenuer of all those 

principles th,~;,t we hold so dear as free men. And this l'cc~ce 

must be lasting so that future generations may devote 

thL:lilselves to the building of a new :·.nd better VietnDIfl. 

We must also distinGuish between .teace "i thout and 

peace ~ithin our borders. ~e h~ve to differentiote between 

our enemies v,i thout ['nd the enemy wi thin. 

The enemy froJil beyond tlle 17th parallel can be dactl th 

v,ith, th~~nks to thl~ :::'"ssist-...llce of f·ri0.:llds c:,nci [J.llie8. We 

hG.ve to fic.;·h t them much in the s~--m8 \;['_:/ --. S one \'/ould 

ag(:',resGors anYh·here. And V"1'8 ,"vill have ~"eaC8 ·,'ihen they ~ive 

liT t:r.1eir ag~~res8ion and :pull b~~ck their traors &ncl hE~rd 

core cadres :lC. ·oss the border end stop their infiltration 

of arms ~nd :l1en into our country. 

But even if this Viere to ha1,",en, it does 110t :ilum 

thi2t we will have: ljei"ce for in lieu oJ the military con est, 

a [.oli tic1;;1 struC:Eler backed b a subversive c)irilla war 

will be waged b, the ~nemies from wi ti_in. 

We and our allies have told the QxteLE:.l 81l8my Vie 

would stop our actions aL,c,inst them if tile~ stoPl'ed their 

aggrossion. In the: s~me spirit, this r;overruaent will 

very soon offer to C(ll il,2urgents inC'ide the country 8.nd 

honorQble way of ,:;ivins ur their insurger,cy. 
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Indeed, we offer to those fighters that have been deluded 
by the communists full reintegration into the national 
communi ty and the opportuni -~y to come bnck snfel y and 
contribute to the task of building our nntion. 

To these true Vietnnmese, we shall say once again 
that there is absolutely no use sacrificing their lives 
and their well-being for the benefit of Hanoi and Peking 
communists who are nct giving them any credit for what they 
have done in the past ten years. We want them to see 
through the communist scheme and refuse to serve any 
longer a cause that has never truly been theirs. We also 
hope that they will join us and devote their energy and 
enthusiasm and the hest they have to the service of their 
own people in the South, to the furtherance of their own 
ideals, and be among the builders of a new Vietnam of 
which they can be proud bocauso they will have had a 
hand in shnping it. 

Toward those South Vietnamese who choose the 
communist way of life, we will even go further and allow 
them to go to North Vietnam. But those who hnve made 
their choice and elected to stay in the South must abide 
by the law of the land like all other citizens of Free 
Vietnam. 

. .12 



- 12 -

ing 
As for those who persist in bring/misery to 

the people becAuse they either want to hold on to speciAl 

privileges or intend thAt the people be the slaves of 

their regime, Ire shall give them no quarter. 

Eu t allow me a ,lOrd of caution here. 

l-Ihile seArching for pea ce and waiting for the 

communists to accept peace, we must continue to make 

the best of our many advantages. lie must continue to hold 

on to our initiative on the battlefield. vie must push 

forward all our efforts at pacification. And we must 

also remember that no effort to achieve pe" ce Cim be 

successful if it is not w",de in consultation with the 

people and government of the Republic of Vietnam. 

And we must const~ntly bear in mind that it is 

not we that reject peace. It is not we who are the 

aggressors. It is not we who have denied all initiatives 

for peace. 

But Hhat if the communists do not want peAce? 

Then He have no choice but to continue to fight 

the Aggressor. For it may be thrJt the cO''f'1unists only 

understant the language of force. And if He must corry on 

III th our present endeAvor we ask our "llies to continue 

to assist us in our struggle for survival ,and freedom • 
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G(mtlemen, 

- 13 -

I would like to emphasize that the problem 

confronting us Vietnamese is not so much one of war and 

peace. The real problem for us is to build a new nation, 

a new Vietnam for our children, and our children's 

children. Out of all the varied elements that make up 

present-day Vietnam, we must build ONE nation, with ONE 

purpose. For only when we 2,chieve this, c an we have 

permanent peace and a better future for all the Vietnamese. 

All of you gentlemen here today represent countries 

that have gone through ths' vi'rious painful stages of 

nation-building. The process is a long and painful one. 

The solutions are drarnntic 2nd at time have to be drastic. 

The people who contribute to it have to be patient and 

courageous. The obstacles thnt have to be surmounted 

are innumerClble, and the leClst is not the avowGd communist 

enemy. 

You hav8 helped us in our defensive war against 

this formidable enemy ctnd you now know the nature of the 

foe. Our task is not only to save our nation from 

communism, but also--and more important--to help make 

this country into a model for all und8rdeveloped and 

underprivileged countries of the world to see what the 

alternative to communism can be. 
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Indeed, with your 0ssistanec, Vietnam can be made into 

tho answer to communism, Vietnam can prove to the peoples 

of the world th0t communism is not the only answer, is 

definitely not the only solution to their apparently 

insoluble problems. 

For indeed the problem of Vietn0m is a world 

problem. There can cert0inly be another Vietnam, and 

yet another Vietn0m, somewhere else in the world; because 

the communists have an overall pl,m of world conquest, 

just as the Chinese communists h0ve a progr::1m for the 

domination of Southeast Asi0. And it should be remembered 

th0t the Communists have been perfecting their plan down 

to the last dct0il f'Or ye0rs. In the £C,eo of such a 

threat there is no reason why we, the free countries of 

the world, should not directly fqce the problem, and 

urgently take concerted 0nd more coordin0ted me0sures 

to efficiently counter 0nd chock this dangerous scheme 

of the communists. 

And high on the list of priori ties among the 

concerted :md coordini:tted 0ctions must be 0 plan for 

regional cooperation 0nd development for the benefit of 

all of Asia. In this sphere we Asians are proud of what 
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has alrcady been achieved through organizations such as 

the Asian Development Bank, the Asian and Pacific Council, 

the Mekong River Development Project, and other similar 

agencies. Th0se are all so m:my deterrents to communism 

for they all aim at one goal, and that is the improvement 

of the welfare of tho PGople in the urea. 

With assistance and support from more developed 

countries outside the arca, and with yet more cooperation 

among Asians, we can certainly offer a brighter futurc 

to our peoples. 

And in order thee this bc reali zed , it is our fervent 

hope that this conference will arrive at a unity of thought 

that will lead to a unity of action for the achievement 

of our common purposes.# 


