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r.m< ASFIRA::;; May I hEV€ your attention, please? 

Ladies and gentlemen, it hE's been decided thnt c. 
forme'l communique will be issued tomorrov; I;J.fternoon, and there 
will be [' resume of the :;;roceediniSs in today's opening of 
the Summit Conference. 

It has also been decided that the Press Secretaries 
of the participating n2tions will brief their respective press 
delegations. 

For my part, I hecv2.e brief statement to ]ficke. It is 
2.S f'llows: 

'1'he heads of state c,nd hee.ds of goverrHnent of Koree, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Australir:, New Zealand, the United States 
of Alnel'ica and the Philippinesopenedtheir first closed-door 
sessions at malacafiang Palace tode,y, followinG the opening 
ceremonies of elle Manila Swnmit Conierence held 8t the Hous 
of Represent2.ti ves of the CowreE;s of the Phili;;.pines 0 

President l'erdinand E~ M~rcos opened the closed-· 
door secsions ct 10;45 this ;Jornin::;. The delegation of the 
Republic of Vietname pre,~ented the si tUction in Vietnam with a 
report by Prime lhnis ter Nguyen Cr,o K~T < 

In the c.fternoon, the attending heads of etC.to 2.nd 
heads of government m"de oral statements in behalf of the re­
spective delegations. 

President Marcos suspended the session at 5:45 this 
afternoon. The closed-door sessions will be resumed c~t 
11:00 o'clock tomorrow mo~ning. 

The different he-"ds of' state -- some of them, anyvvay -­
delivered prepared statements which have already been distributed 
to you. Some of them delivered extemporaneous speeches. 

I, therefore, ask Secretary Bill I'.10yers to brief 
you on his governm,?nt's rClrticipation t~lis afternoon, especially 
on whet the President said, since Iresident Johnson wes the one 

" -'-- _ __ ..J.... 
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MHo ULYI<.:hS: The FreE:.~idGl~t .. oKe thi~~· c:vc-,-~in: .. d 

be,'oinninC at 4:37, exte:ilporar.eously IlitL" fell' no,e" in front 
of him. Bec2usc thore has not beGn ti~c to ~rep~rc ::: text, 
I, t Secretary Aspiras' invitation, "ill reci from llIy note:: 
of ~h~t the President G,id, Th~s is ill an ~lfort tc 'ive 
all of you rn cl;ual crack at the FreGicicmt's relncr;-;s. 

Ofcoursc, it is not lnine to spec:k for the confer­
enC8. I vnll not tLke any questions ct this session on .,he,t 
the President s8id or did tOLLey. I will be aVe ilable in the 
Sunburst Room, hot for a general briefinG, but to take any 
questions individually from you, or to clean ul' ccny qU8sti:Jns 
you may he,ve ::,fter I finish this. 'Ll" t is for those "]10 are 
accredi ted Au1cricc:n OT V.l1i tc HOUGe corres. onuents \,i t. \.~lom 
I meet re:~ularly. 

As I s,:i((, the Fresident oegun srealdng at4:37. 
there there are direct quotes, I will give you direct quotes. 

He thanked President rJarcoG for the pains \".,eh he 
and the people of Manila and the Phili},pines have talnm to make 
all of t'le delegates r,elcomG. 

Hc said tll[,t 118 h,ed come as c:n "equal alllong eCiuals" 
to share \ ith friends and allies our lroblems, our plans, and 
our hopes. 

He scoid he thought the ;;lOst iL1,;;'ortrrnt conviction of the 
conference v,ould be for the world to know "that t'18 nati ,ns 
directly assisting the people of Soute Vietn~m are resolute." 

He 8,id he hau had a chance to talk \lith each of the 
chiefs of s tr, te ,nd covcrrunent e;a thered around th8 table. 
From these exchances he he,d come to realize, even more fully 
thQn ever before 9 ilO\,' close in fundamentals these men 2X'8. 

He GEid the emerging agreecent, as he had listened 
to th8 tEclks of thc dcy, seemed tc center on four :csrticulcr 
:;crinciples. 

I.et me suy :;carenthetically that the 
alphabetical reasons, nas the lust speaker. 
other porcol1s spoke. He used those notes ;- s 
talk. 

President, for 
He took notes as 
he malle his o\;n 

He sC',ill that these ap~,ear to center around four 
principles: 

First, "The determination of all that aggression 
must fail." 

lIe then pointed out that one of the countries 
represented at tho taLle, South Vietnacl, is being subjected 
to an attacl<: from the outside, and to "the Inost brutal form 
of terror inside." 

the 
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Then he went on to say that "The rest of us at this 
table have joined in the defense of that friend." 

"Already, I sense a deoper feeling of purpose among 
the men who have met today to see what we can do; to evaluate 
what we have done for that friend." 

The President recalled that every nation represented 
at the conference today at the palace had had an experience 
in one way or another with the problem of aggression. 

He said, "I think everyone of us here recognizes 
what we know to be a painful lesson of history, and that is 
that the time to meet, the time to turn back aggression, is 
very early in the game, and not late. As I have listened to 
your speeches, as I have heard the questioning of the speakers, 
as I have listened to General Westmoreland's evaluation, 
General Vien's evaluation, I have reached the conclusion that 
the first principle around vihich we have gathered ourselves 
is resistance, the resistance of aggression." 

He said, "A second theme has emerged from these 
speeches which I I,ould call reconstruction. This is our 
commitment," he said, "to the job of pacification and deve­
lopment. Vietnam has for many years felt the full force of 
terror and aggression." 

"Now we have built a shield by our joint efforts 
behind which we can turn increasingly to the job of rebuild­
ing this nation that has felt so much pain, so much horror, 
so much agony. I think that this is in many respects a much 
more difficult job than that job facing our military forces 
that are fighting together in Vietnam even today. It is 
easier to destroy than to build." 

That is a direct quote: "It is easier to destroy 
than to build." 

"Yet, after I have heard the reports of our Vietnamese 
friends today, as in fact I heard them in Honolulu six months 
ago, I have reaffirmed my own feeling that Vietnam is, with 
our assistance, surmounting problems that seemed to be almost 
insurmountable a short ti"le ago. It is up to the Vietnamese 
and it is up to us" -- this is a direct quote -- "to make these 
plans come to life." 

"Let me talk now briefly about the third principle 
that I have sensed prevalent in the session today, and that 
is our commitment, our new awareness of regional cooperation. 
I regard this meeting as a gathering of friends who know that 
they have a common stake in an orderly ffild stable Pacific and 
Asia region -- not an exclusive stake, because there are na­
tions not present at this meeting who have as much at stake 
as you do and as we do." 

"Nonetheless, I am sure that impetus toward the grow­
ing feeling of fellowship felt by Asian and Pacific nations 
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"I have seen and I have beon told, and I have read, of 
the foundations of a new community that are already being laid. 
I think it has made remarkable progress in an amazingly short 
period of time. 

"What encourages me most is that the initiative has 
come from within the states, within the nations, of the Paci­
fic and Asian region. I want to repeat what I have said 
already in New Zealand and Australia, and what I said last 
night to each of you individually: That our job, the job 
of my country is to cooperate when needed and when invited. 

"Finally, I sense that while all of us are resolved 
to resist aggression, and while each of us is determined that 
aggression shall not succeed, I also have heard today the 
theme of reconciliation. Perhaps this conference will pro­
vide, by the fact of our unity, new fuel for the cause of 
peace. But as some of you have already indicated, it is 
apparent that we must deal with an undeniable fact, a very 
cruel fact, that you cannot have a one-man peace conference. 
It takes two to sign a contract, and one side is not present 
in this room or at this table. 

"I regret very much that that side has been unwilling 
so far to appear at any table, or even to talk quietly indi­
vidually about the peace that could come if it changed its 
mind. And yet I feel very sure and very certain that as a 
result of our unity, as a result of our determination, peace 
will come. 

"It may come at a conference, it may come through 
quiet diplomacy that goes unreported, or it may come simply 
b~' the decis ion of the men who are waging aggression to halt 
what they are doing. 

"When that day comes, it is obvious to me that the 
hand reaching out from this room will be the hand of reconci­
liation. Enemies will resolve their differences, large states 
and small states theirs, and those with different ideologies 
can learn to live together. 

"That, of course, is apparently the hope of all of 
us. But I am absolutely convinced also that the first require­
ment for a chance of attitude on the other side is the sure 
conviction that our side is firm, that our side is strong, 
and our side is unyielding in its commitment to the independ­
ence and the right of self-determination for the people of 
South Vietnam." 

He said, "I have stated it from many stumps in my 
country and in many broadcasts in my country: We want peace." 

He said, "If any man in this room has a formula for 
peace, I hope he will offer it to us." 

He said, "In the last few days I have seen several 
1 r'\'tToy.Q 1"If' -no~ (l~ ~pe:d,n:)-rp. ()T nAHr.p. _ T have seen their barmers 
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that say 'We Want Peace,' and I say, 'So do I.' I have seen 
their banners that say 'We Hate War,' and I say, 'So do I.' 

"But I would also like to say to those men and women 
those young people carrying those signs, 'You brought the 
banners to the wrong person. Take your banners to Hanoi, 
because there is where the decision for peace hangs in the 
balance. '" 

"In the meantime," he said, "as we hope and as we 
pray, from our action here let all of those who would feed 
on their neighbors, let all of those who have an appetite 
for the territory of someone else, let the bullies of the 
world know that when they do attack th"ir neighbors, the 
friends of their neigh00rs will be there to resist it." 

Q Is that a direct quote? 

!vIR. MOYERS: That is a direct quote. 

Then he went back briefly to talk about the economic 
war. He said he was very encouraged by the speeches of the 
South Vietnamese, and that he felt that was really the most 
important war. 

He said he senses that all of us feel that. 

He said, "I want the people" this is a direct 
quote -- "of Asia to have the blessings that have come to 
industrial nations, and I am going to devote myself to that 
end with the time allotted to me." 

I do not have any tL,18 to take questions, but I will 
be back down shortly to see if I can be of any other help. 

White House correspondents, those travelling with 
the President, will find under their door again tonight, 
instructions for tomorrow, just as you did last night. 

We will see you later. 

Q Have you finished the President's remarks? 

MR. MOYERS: I have finished the President's remarks. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END 


