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DE0h~RATIon ON PLACE ,"2m PROGRESS 
IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

'.Ie, the leaders of the Seven Nations ga-ci'le':'ed. 

Desiring peace and progress in the Asian-Pacific 

region; 

Having faith in ehe purposes and principles 

of the United Nations which call for the suppression 

of acts of aggression and respect for the principle 

of e(~ual rights and self-determination of peoples j 

Determined that aggression should not be r8-

\7c~rd.ed ; 

Respecting the right of all peoples to choose 

c_na maintain their OViD forms of government j 

Seeking a peaceful settlement of the war in 

Vietnam; a.'1d 

Being greatly encourac,ed by the sroVling regioaal 

understanding and regional cooperation ffillonG the free 

nations of Asia and the ~acific 

Hereby proclaim this declaration of principles 

on Vlf,ich we base our hopes for future peace and prog-

ress in the Asian and Pacific region: 

I. Aggression must not succeed. 

The peace and security of Asia and the Pacific 

e~d., indeed, of the entire world, are indivisible. 

The nations of the Asian and Pacific region shall en-

joy their indevmdence and sovereignty free from asrcs-

sian, outside interference, or the domination of any 

nation. Accepting the hard-won lessons of hist0ry 
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mutual security treaties so that aggression in the 

region of Asia and the Pacific shall not succeed. 

II. We must break the bonds of poverty, illiteracy 

and disease. 

In the region of Asia and the Pacific, where there 

is a rich heritage of the intrinsic worth and dignity 

of every man, we recognize the responsibility of every 

nation to join in an exp&nding offensive against 

poverty, illiteracy and disease. For these bind men 

to lives of hopelessness and despair; these are the 

roots of violence and war. It is when men know that 

progress is possible and is being achieved, when they are 

convinced that their children will lead better, fuller, 

richer lives, that men lift up their heads in hope and 

pride. Only thus can there be lasting national stability 

and international order. 

III. We must strengthen economic, social and cultural 

cooperation within the Asian and Pacific region. 

Together with our other partners of Asia and 

the Pacific, vie will develop the institutions and prac­

tice of regional cooperation. Through sustained effort 

we aim to build in this vast area, where almost two­

thirds of humanity live, a region of security and order 

and progress, realizing its com;,10n destiny in the light 

of its own traditions and aspirations. The peoples of 

this region have the right as well as the primary rea­

ponsibility to deal with their own problems and to shape 

their Nm future in terms of their own wisdom and ex-

uerience. Economic and cultural cooneration for re-
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genuinely follow a policy of peace and harmony among 

all nations. Nations outside the region will be welcomed 

as p8rtners working for the common benefit 'lnd their 

cooperRtion will be sought in forms consonant with the 

independence and dignity of the Asian and Pacific nations. 

A peaceful and progreHsive Asia, in which nations 

are able to work together for the common good, will be 

a m:o,jor factor in establishing peace and prosperity 

throughout the world i'nd improving the prospects of 

international cooperation and a better life for all 

mankind. 

IV. We must seek reconciliation and peace throughout 

Asia. ---
We do not threaten the sovereignty or terri-

torial integrity of our neighbors, whatever their ideolo­

gical alignment. Vie ask only that this be reciprocated. 

The quarrels ana ambitions of ideology and the painful 

frictions arising from n'l.tion'll feRrs'nd grievf1nces, 

should belonr; to the P8St. Aggression rooted in them 

must not succeed. We shall play our full p8rt in 

creating an environment in which reconcili~tion becomes 

possible, for in the modern world men and n,gtions h8ve 

no choice. but to learn to live together a's brothers, 


