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DECLARATION ON PEACE aND PROGRESS
IX ASIA AND THEE PACIFIC

Ve, the leaders of the Seven Nations gathered
in Manila:
Desiring peace and progress in the Asian-Pacific
reglons
Having faith in the purposes and principles
of the United Nations which call for the suppression
of acts of aggression and rcspect for the principle
of esual rights and sclf-determination of pecples;

Determined that aggression should not be re-

Respecting the right of all peoples to cicose
snd maintain their own forms of government;

Seeking a peaceful settlement of the war in
Vietnam; and

Being greatly encoura:ed by the growing regional
understanding and regional cooperation among the free
nations of Asia and the Facific

Hereby proclaim this declaration of principles
on which we base our hopes for future peace and prog-
ress in the Asian and Pacific region:

I. Aggression must not succeed.

he peace and security of Asia and the Pacific
end, indeed, of the entire world, are indivisible.
The nations of the Asian and Pacific region shall en-
joy their independence and sovereignty free from agres-
sion, outside interference, or the domination of any

nation. Accepting the hard-won lessons of history
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mitual security treaties so that aggression in the
region of Asia and the Pacific shall not succeed.

IT. We must break the bonds of poverty, illiteracy

end diseasge,

In the region of Asia and the Pacific, where there
is & rich heritage of the intrinsic worth and dignity
of every man, we recognize the responsibility of every
nation to join in an expending offensive against
poverty, illiteracy and disease. For these bind men
to lives of hopelessness and despair; these are the
roots of violence and war., It is when men Xnow that
Progress is possible and is being achieved, when they are
convinced that their children will lead better, fuller,
richer lives, that men 1lift up their heads in hope and
pride. Only thus can there be lasting natioral stability
and international order.

ITT. We must strengthen economic, social and cultural

cooperation within the Asian and Pacific region.

Together with our other partners of Asia and
the Pacific, we will develop the institutions end prace
tice of regional cooperation. Through sustained effort
we aim to build in this vast area, where almost two-~
thirds of humenity live, a region of security and order
and progress, realizing its common destiny in the light
of i1ts own traditionse and aspirations. The peoples of
this region have the right as well as the primary rea-
ponsibility tc deal with their own problems and to shape
their own future in terms of their own wisdom and ex-

nerience. Feonomice arnd cul tnrvral ecocmeratism For rea
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genuinely follow a policy of peace and harmony among
all nations. Nations outside the region will be welcomed
as partners working for the common benefit and their
cooperation will be sought in forms consonant with the
independence and dignity of the Asian and Pacific nstions.
A peaceful and progrewsive Asia, in which nations
are able to work together for the common good, will be
a major factor in establishing peace and prosperity
throughout the world and improving the prospects of
international cooperation and a better 1life for all
mankind,

IV, We_must seek reconciliation and peace throughout

Asia.

We do not threaten the sovereignty or terri-
torial integrity of our neighbors, whatever their ideolo-
gical alignment. We ask only that this be reciprocated.
The quarrels and ambitions of ideology =2nd the painful
frictions arising from national fears -nd grievances.
should belone to the past. Aggression rooted in them
must not succeed. We shall play our full psrt in
creating an environment in which reconc¢iliation becomes
possible, for in the modern world men and nations have

no choice. but to learn to live together as brothers.



