GOALS OF FREEDOM

Manila, October 25, 1966

We, the seven Nations gathered in Manila,

declare our unity, our resolve, and our purpose in

seeking together the goals of freedom in Vietnam and

in the Asian and Pacific areas. They are:

1'
2.
3.

To be free from aggression,

To conquer hunger, illiteracy, and disease.
To build a region of security, arder, and
progress,

To seek reconciliastion and peace throughout

Asia and the Pacifie.
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INTRODUCTION

1, In response to an invitation from the President
of the Republic of the Philippines, after consultations
with the President of the Republic of Korea and the Prime
Ministers of Thailand and the Republic of Vietnam, the
leaders of seven nations in the Asian and Pacific region
held a summit conference in Wanilsa on October 24 and 25,
1966 to consider the conflict in South Vietnam and to re-
view their wider purposes in Asia and the Pacific, The
Participants were Prime Minister Harold Holt of Austra-
lia, President Park Chung Hee of the Republic of Korea,
Prime lMinister Keith Holyoake of New Zealand, President
Ferdinand E. Marcos of the Philippines, Prime Minister
Thanon Kittikachorn of Thailand, Preszident Lyndon B.
Johnson of the United States of America, and Chairman

Nguyen Van Thieu and Frige Miniéter Nguyen Cao Ky of the

Republic of Vietnam,

BASIC POLICY

2. The naticns represented at this conference
are united in their determination that the freedom of
South Vietnam be secured, in their resolve for peace,
and in their deep concern for the future of Asia and the
Pacific., Some of us are now close to the actual danger,
while others have learned to know its significance through
bitter past experience. This conference symbolizes our
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3. We are united in our determination that the
South Vietnamese people shall not be conquered by aggres-
sive force and shall enjoy the inherent right to choose
their own way of life and their own form of government,
We shall continue our military and all other efforts,
as firmly and as long as may be necessary, in close con-
sultation among ourselves until the aggression is ended,

4. At the same time our united purpose is peace --
peace in South Vietnam and in the rest of Asia and the
Pacific., Our common commitment is to the defense of the
South Vietnamese people. Our sole demand on the leaders
of North Vietnam is that they abandon their aggression.
We are prepared to bursue any avenue which could lead
to a secure and just pbeace, whether through discussion
and negotiation or throush reciprocal actions by both
sides to reduce the violence,

5. We are united in looking to a peaceful and
prosperous future for all of Asia and the Pacific, We
have therefore set forth in a separate declaration a state-
nent of the principles that guide our common actions in
this wider sphere,

6. Actions taken in pursuance of the policies
herein stated shall be in accordance with our Tespective
constitutional processes,

PROGRESS AND PROGRALS IN SOUTH VIETNAM
THE MILITARY EFFCRD

7. The Government of Vietnam described the signi-

ficant military progress being made against ageression.
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It noted with particular gratitude the substantial

contribution being made by free world forces,

8. Nonetheless, the leaders noted that the
movement of forces from North Vietnam continues at o
high rate and that firnm military action and free world
Support continue to be re uired to meet the threat.
The necessity for such military action and support must
depend for its size and duration on the intensity ang
duration of the Communist aggression itself,

9. In their discussion, the leaders reviewed
the problem of prisoners of war. The rarticipants
observed that Hanoi has consistently refused to coope-
rate with the International Committee of the Red Cross
in the application of the Geneva Conventions, and called
on Hanol to do so, They reaffirmed their determination
to comply fully with the Geneva Conventions of 1949 for
the Protection of War Victims, and welcomed the resolution
adopted by the Executive Committee of the League of Red
Cross Societies on October 8, 1966, calling for compliance
with the Geneva Conventions in the Vietnam conflict, full
support for the International Committee of the Red Cross,
and immediate action to repatriate seriously sick and
wounded prisoncrs of war. They agreed to work toward
the fulfillment of this resolution, in cooperation with
the International Committee of the Red Cross, and indicated
thelr willingness to meet under the auspices of the ICRC
or in any appropriate forum to discuss the immediate

exchange of prisoners.
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particular attention on the accelerating efforts of

the Government of Vietnam to forge a social revolution of
hope and progress., ZEven as the conflict continues,

the effort goes forward to overgome the tyranny of
poverty, disease, illiteracy and social injustice,

ll. The Vietnamese leaders stated their
intent to train and assign a substantial share of the
armed forces to clear-and-hold actions in order to
provide a shield behind which a new society can be
built.

12. In the fiold of Revolutionary Develop-
ment, measures along the lines developed in the past
year and a half will be expanded and intensifed. The
training of Revolutionary Development cadres will be
improved. More electricity and good water will be
provided. More and better schools will be built and
staffed., Refugees will be taught new skills, Health
and medical facilities will be expanded,

7 13. The Vietnamese Government declared that
it is working out a series of measures to modernize .
agriculture and to assure the cultivator the fruits of
his labor. Land reform and tenure provisions will

be granted top priority, Agricultural credit will be
expanded. Crops will be improved and diversified,

14, The Vietnamese leaders emphasized that
underlying these measures to build confidence and
cooperation among the people there must be popular
conviction that honesty, efficiency and social justice
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15. This is a program each of the conferring
governments has reason to applaud recognizing that it
opens a brighter hope for the people of Vietnam. Each
pledged its continuing assistance according to its
means, whether in funds or skilled technicians or
equipment. They noted also the help in non-military
fields being given by other countries and expressed
the hope that this help will be substantially increased.

Economic Stability and Progress

16, The Conference was told of the success of
the Government of Vietnam in controlling the inflation
which, if unchecked, could undercut all efforts to bring
a more fulfilling life to the Vietnsmese people. How-
ever, the Vietnamese leaders reaffirmed that only by
constant effort could inflation be kept under control.
They described their intention to enforce vigorous
stabilization program, to control spending, increase
revenues, and scek to promote savings in order to hold
the 1967 inflationary gap to the minimum practicable
level, They also plan to take further measures to
insure maximum utiligation of the Port of Saigon, so
that imports urgently needed to fuel the military
effort and buttress the civil economy can flow rapidly
into Vietnam,

17. Looking to the long-term future of their
richly endowed country, the Vietnamese representative
described their views and plans for the building of

an expanded post-war economy.
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18, Military installations where appropriate
will be converted to this purpose, and plans for
this will be inecluded,

19, The conferring nations reaffirmed their
continuing support for Vietnamese efforts to achieve
economic stability and progress. Thailsand specifically
noted its readiness to extend substantial new credit
assistance for the purchase of rice and the other
nations present reported a number of plans for the
supply of food or other actions related to the economic
situation. At the same time, the participants agreed
to appeal to other nations and to international organi-
zations committed to the full and free development of
every nation, for further assistance to the Republic
of Vietnam,

Political Evolution

20. The representative of Vietnam noted that,
even zs the conference met, steps were being taken to
establish a new constitutional system for the Republic
of Vietnam through the work of the Constituent Assembly,
chosen by so large a proportion of the electorate last
month,

2l. The Vietnamese representatives stated their
expectation that work on the Constitution would go for-
ward rapidly and could be completed before the dead-
line of March 1967. The Constitution vvill then be
promuigated and elections will be held within six

mornths to select a representative government,
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as well as the national level. The Government of
Vietnam announced that to thig end it will begin hold-
ing village and hamlet elections at the beginning of
1967,

23. The Government of Vietnanm announced that it
is preparing a program of National Reconciliation.

It declared its determination to open all doors to
those Vietnamese who have been misled or coerced into
casting their lot with the Viet Cong. The Government
seeks to bring them back to participate as free men in
national life under amnesty and other measures, Former
enemies are asked only to lay down their weapons and
bring their skills to the service of the South Viet-
namese people,

24. The other participating nations welcomed
the stated expectation of the Vietnamese representatives
that work on the Constitution will proceed on schedule,
and concurred in the conviction of the Government of
the Republic of Vietnam thet building representative,
constitutional government and opening the way for na-
tional reconciliation are indispenszble to the future
of a free Vietnam,

The Search for Peace

25. The Participants devoted a major share of
their deliberations to peace objectives and the search
for a peaceful settlement in South Vietnsm. They reviewed
in detail the many efforts for peace that have been
undertaken, by themselves and other nations, and the

actions of the United Nations and of His Holiness the
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the war in Vietnsm depends on the readiness and willing-
ness of the parties concerned to explore and work out
together a just and reasonable solution. They noted
that Hanol still showed no sign of taking any step
toward peace, elther by action or by entering into
discussions or negotiations. Nevertheless the partici-
pents agreed that the search for peace must continue.

26, The Goverament of the Republic of Vietnam
declered that the Vietnamese peopls, having suffered
the ravages of war for more than two decades, were
second to none in their desirce for peace. It welcomes
any initiative that will lead to an end to hostilities,
preserves the independence of South.Vietnam and protect

he right to choose their own way of life,

27. Bo that their aspirations and position
would be clear to their allies at Manila and friends
everywhere, the Governmont of the Republic of Vietnam
solemnly stated its vicws as to the essential clements
of pecace in Vietnam:

(1) Ceszsation of Asgzression., At issue in Viet-

nam is a struszle for the preservation of values which
people everywhere have cherished since the dawn of his-
tory: the independence of pcoples and the freedom of
individuals. The people of South Vietnam ashk only that
the aggression that threatens their independence ond the
externally szupported terror that threatens their free-
dom bec halted. No self-respecting people can ask for
less. No peace loving nation should ask for more.

(2) Prescervation of the Territorial Integrity
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defending their own territory againct those secking

to obtain by force and terror what they have been
unable to accomplish by peaceful mezns. While sympa-
thizing with the plight of their brothers in the North
and while disdaining the regime in the North, the

South Vietnamese people have no desire to threaten

or harm the people of the North or invade their country.

(3) Reunification of Vietnam. The sovernment

and people of South Vietnam deplorc the partition of
Vietnam into North and South. But this partition
brought about by the Geneva Agreements of 1954, how-
ever unfortunate and regrettable, will be respected
until, by the free choice of all Vietnamese, reunifi-
cation is achieved.

(4) Resolution of Internal Problems. The

people of South Vietnam seek to resolve their own in-
ternal differences and to this end arc prerared to
engage in a program of national reconciliation. When
the aggression has stopped, the people cof South Viet-
nam will move more rapldly toward reconciliation of
all elements in the soclety and will move forward,
through the democratic process, toward human dignity,

prosperity and lasting peace.

(5) Rermoval of Allied Kilitary Forces. The people
of South Vietnam will ask their allies to remove their
forces and evacuate their installations as the military

end subversive forces of North Vietnam are withdrawn,
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infiltration ceases, and the level of violence thus sube
sides,

"(6) Effective Guarantees. The people of South Viet-

nam, mindful of their experience since 1654, ingist that
any negotiations leadiﬁg to the end of hostilities incor-
porate effective international guarartees. They are open-
minded as such guarantees can be applied and made effec-
tive."

28, The other participating governments reviewed
and endorsed these as essential elements of peace and
agreed they would act on this basis in close consultstion
among themselves in regerd to settlement of the conflict.

29. 1In particular, they declared that Allied forces
are in the Republic of Vietnam because that country is the
object of aggrcssion and its government recuested support
in the rcsistance of its people to aggression., They shall
be withdrawn, after close consultation, as the other side
withdraws its forces to the North, ceases infiltration,
and the level of violence thus subsides. Those forces
will be withdrawn as soon as possible and not later than
gix months after the above conditions have been fulfilled.

Continuing Consultation Among the Participating Nations

30. All the participants agreed that the value of a
meeting among the seven nztions had been abundantly derons-
trated by the candid and thorough discussions held. Tt
was further agreed that, in addition to the close consul-
tation alre=zdy maintained through diplomatic channels,
there should be regular mzctings among their Ambassadors

in Saigon in esssociation with the Covernment AF +he Dao
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31. At the olose of the meeting, all the visiting

participants expressed their deep gratitude to Prasident

Mercos and to the Government of the Republic of the Phi-

liprines for offering Manila as the conference site, and
expressed their appreciation for the highly efficient

arrangenents,



