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My story from this operation is more about a photograph, a ballpoint pen, and a small 
wallet sized calendar. On February 28th 1969 the Viet Cong had done the almost 
unthinkable ... made a daylight attack against the sprawling American combat base at 
Long Binh. Our team OlC, Capt. Dick Richards, to see what there was to photograph, 
dispatched Sp6 Lee Swain and me. We were given a lift on a LOH (Light Observation 
Helicopter) out into the field. 

By the time Lee and I made contact with B Company, 1st BN, 18th Inf., 1st Infantry 
Division, our host unit in the field, all fighting had ceased. As we walked up to where the 
second platoon had settled into a blocking position against further possible enemy 
activity, I noticed a radio operator who was slumped against a tree. He looked exhausted 
and I decided to take a picture. I was carrying two cameras that day. My 35mm Pentax 
Spotmatic and my Army issue Hassleblad. I shot the picture with my personal camera 
and as a result this image is a part of my portfolio. It is one of maybe a dozen pictures I 
shot during my time in Vietnam that I still consider worth keeping. 

We shook hands with members of the platoon I couldn't help but notice that Lee and I 
out-ranked everyone who was there. Nearby several men were engaged in burning bits 
and pieces of what looked like a uniform. I soon learned that it had belonged to an enemy 
soldier who had been killed during the recent fire fight. Some of the man's belongings 
were being divided up amongst the men as souvenirs. I don't know why but I was offered 
two items that are part of the enclosed selection of materials. A Bic ballpoint pen and a 
small wallet-sized calendar for the year 1968. The pen also included a delicately woven 
string cord with a safety pin on the end. The man had apparently used the string to secure 
the pen to his uniform. I was told that the presence of the ballpoint pen indicated that the 
man had been an officer. Years ago I unfortunately removed most of the string and the 
safety pin. 

We weren't there for long. Within an hour or so they were ordered to move out and catch 
a helicopter ride back to their base camp, which was located inside the perimeter of a 
nearby water processing plant. As some members of the platoon stood waiting for their 
ride back to base I made a picture of them standing next to a building that was pock 
marked with bullet holes. It reminded me of a picture from World War Two. 
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CA , . "" lORe D TO PO... Ki ';L13J cr~ Mm cot C lITFAT 01; l:'.i Dv " ',A~ D 
WAHl C 'HAl CAN OCCUL:V ItJ A C()~lBA1' srrUATICm. 

Sm;;;;ARY 

OIl 28 F .. BRUARY 1969 . "13" CD •• lot BN . 18th n;r .• 1st r .to DIV., 
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BY tAT AFTRNOON ALL FRI 'DLY U"ITS If :::. AIR-LIFT D. BY lU Y H LI ­
COP1'ffi . BAct{ TO Til IS BAlL CAMP , Au 1':-1' AR A l!AS cmiSIDl:;S D S CiJR" 
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DEFeNSIVE POSITION . 

5-7. 31'4 RALPH LANDWEHI ( BUFF AI.O f N. Y. ). ACTIt1G PrJi' SGT , 2nd PLT . 
INSP4CTS Tll~ CO~"TZNXS OF A CAPTURED ENEMY RUCK SACK . 
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