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E B Wednesday

B -its not long before one realizes how mu.ch were doing for thmn...u

Saturday, N January_1 969

Landed 8130 pm in Seattle..e.awaited for duffle bag untill 1:00, PMe Luoked
out on Motel Hilton,.while everyone was full the clerk glve me a deluxe
$19 room for ten due to wet rug that was drying outeeesThe rug was dry Just -
stainedsseegot luggage from Adyport at 3:00 amessslept till 10:30am néxt
daye Got to base about 1:00 pme..took all day to process it seemed b,u’o ¢
went to a movie "Winter A~go~go® and FX and ate at Snack Bare. o

 Monday, 6 Jan 69 - o o R

Woke up at 3:30 am for details...put at desk talcing telephone messages..
spent 14 hrs, on detail, turned in bedding at 83100 pm..weighed bags at 10:00
no time for sleep. :

Left Fte Lewls about L:00 am arrived at McCord airbase and waited 1 hr.
befor loading onto "Flying Tiger" Airlines DC=8 carrying 219 passingers p lus
crew of 12, Flew out of McCord about 613130 to Anchorage Alaska. Had forty
minutes ground time (three screwdriverg) and on to Japan,.Yokota. About 18 hrs
time difference in Japane 1 hr. ground time..sent post cards...got $1 300 Jap money -
and hamburger

Time change in Yokota caused da;y' to change. Resett.ing my watoh broke off
stems On way to Viet Nam now from Yokota with 5% hr, flight time. _

At Cam Ranh Bay, ¥t Nam Processed in and hit the sack,

After chow made seven o'clock formation...found out 11B10 not shipping for
four to seven days. Split up 11B's into detalls..e.worked morning with Sergent on
Bunker Frames. Told me to meet him at 1300am afternoon and let me off rest of
daye. Evening formation pulled guard duty.s.e.casy Job, Two hours guard four off.

Got rest of day(Five) off.

(n aftermoon Thursday notice how beautifull country here could be. People
are totaly different "spooky" in there looks and walk with chlld like innocience
npture outward appearence. But one gets the feelIng that underneath they deppise
yous One still feels for them, Although America's imposing on there way. of life

~ Slept most of da;y' as pulled guard last night. 1630 format-ion Been a lo’o of
knew 11B's and found that most of us would be shipping. )
. 1900 hrs formation they started splitting us up. Tom went somewhere tha.’o
+ I dont remember. I flew to Bien Hoa (pronounced Ben Wha) Wa.iting t0:-leave for
th replacement oenter. 5 : _ _ _ ;s




Left for quarters from Air Port*sbout nine O'clock, Pasdged through the town
of Long Binh which was poverty beyond compare with anything in the states, Into
. Processings Told I was 9th Infantry somewhere in Mekong Delta, Maybe, Waiting .

- 11 Saturday

Spent day gettig uniform nmme tags sleeping and dogging details at Long _ N
Binh. Vent to Service club at 6:00pm 111 10100 seen most of the guys their I . -
wag at Polke - - _ S I

12 Sunday

Left Long Binh at 6300 oclock for Bien Hoa where am waiting for plane to .
Doy Cam. Finially got plane about 11:00 and into Dog TameeseProcessed in quickly
found I'd have to go through a fraining Acadamy (Reliable Acadarmy) Then after
7T or 8 days ship into another campany of the %9the
' The field first Sgte. told us that five were killed and one seriously wounded
the night before we arrived. After chow and the last 6:30 formation went to Service
Club in the company area with Bunk mate Wgyne Trokoswi and bunk nelghbor Dave and
had a few beers. Just got finished getting my bunk squard away and crawed into
1t when a sirien whent off.,.we all piled out and into the bunker outside to sit
out our first mortar attack for about 30 min. Heard them hitting but none close,
Went back to bed and repeated the same thing at 3:00 amesea little closer this
timee After all clear hit sack and went to 8leep by the sound of small arms,
machine gun, artillery, and gernade luncher fire, ' : B

13 Monday ‘ . | ;

_ © Lucked out on detail and got Barricks Orderly. Processed in evening‘rece_ived f

- pay for Dec and Jan. $2h1... Took out allotment of $130 to send home plus my - .= ..
~ - bond of $18475 o o R N e v
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WL leave about 40,00 month for me.

' 1h.‘-'iTueadas* _ _

‘Reliable Academy" Startd first day of review. Sat around all rest of afterncon’

. .. es cdldn't use range due to am operation going on. Because of range got to go in
... early about 6300 pm artd have the night off, L o R
~ Went to Main Post EM ¢lub and had oouple of beers = when mortars started in

ting close,




Ran outside but couldnt see any bunkers close and didnt want to get in the
7 . opens Found empty duce and ahalf arqund corner and crawled underneaths After few -
A ' more mounds one close enough to hit the truck with serapnel came all clear; Club
closed so started back to company seen where one mortar hit the beer supply
still on outside. Beer all over plus a big #W# hole in the side of the building.

Iittle farther lookedlike a man ## laying by another building that had a L
hole in the side but not sure as didnt stop. Heard later that Company commander
got it bad with scrapnel in the head another man died from wounds. Went to
bed to be called out again on false alarm which ripped my morste nete

i 15 Wednesday
Spent day on ranges and review. Lost twenty seven dollars in card game S
i made four back in eveninge =~ $23.00, !

Found out that yesterday when thought saw man laying by building that it was !
K the company (our) commandere : |

'l . . 16 Thursday

R S —

iy More training pulling burm guard tonight. This afternoon went through
pratice patrole crossing through mud up to waist. Played poker for two hours
won $23.00 on the nose to make me even, But when count my money have $10,00
extra? Good time to write letters if I can find stationary.

17th Friday

Pulled Bunker guarde Wind blowing thick brush around and couldn't see shit
pretty scary at times. Went back to company found out we were shipping for o
unite Still stayed over might in Dong Tame A=3-60. : ]

Sa_‘t,u_rday 18 . -..4-.—2 u . o
' Shipped for Co A 3rd Bn 60th INF ¢ y in morning spent rest of time !

i squaring away equipm and processi_z}g,aboa?d Army Ship Bienhoa. The Bienhoa
pronounced "Ben Wha! acts 4 e camp. We still will be in the field most
of the time. _ , ._ |

19 Sunday

Pulled out on first mission today...carried M-16, 15 clips, claymore, 100 rounds
¥ M=-60, two frag gernades, one smoke gernades Went from ship to shore by tango
boat then picked up by Hughy and into ILZ. Hughys opened up into landing zone,
didnt know what was happening. Rest of patrole was nothing for me, but another

 segment of company made 2 KIAts, : =




.21 Tuesday 22,23
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Second mission: ‘ : o

.. Three days, first day dropped by tangor.. . humped to LZ on
way passed large once beautiful catholic church bullt by French
ngw falling into a gradulal decahe 8itting in the middle of no-
where, .

31 Jan

" Fourth mission in third day will probably go to ships tow-
morrow, Thlrd mission was elght days ago. Just humped through
booneys. Last night in guard position Buck blew a claymore said
he seen three persons at the end of the dyke, about 30 meters,

When it went off I was asleep., The back blast of the mine
blew mud back and hitting my poncho with myself half asleep I
thought sure it was srapnel, Shortly after wards we got a burst
of sniper fire but the rest of the night was quiet,

Today 1s the third day of our forth mission as securlity for
a fire support base, It's more like a vacation we sit around all
day drinking, eating, reading and playing cards, At night we pull
a hour guard duty on our perimiter around the artillery located
on barges near the bank of the Mekong Hiver, Hope, however, that
We go back to the ship tomorrow as money running out,

Feb 4

I couldn't even tell what day it is., All I kXnow is that I've
Just got back from my fith mission which lasted three days. Had
mall waiting for me from Mom Lane will write them now. _

First day in the op we just humped, that night Kabonski blew
a Claymore and two gernades on a gook. My first one to see dead

What struck me most was that he was good looking for a gook
he was twenty five. Then it hit me that I was looking at him the
way a hunter would look at his kill.

Second day was bad,.,.hit 1LZ and moved out...five guys got it
wlth a 105 round bobby trap, One dead, two more got 1t in another
Just a little farther, ’

Third day went wlth Cho-Ahy to a VC Compound,.,had camera,
took pictures of burning hooches but afraid film is ruin, One
vwoman was shot in the leg by Myron when she took off running,

Second night I was shot at at dust just as we were moving
to night position, About four in morning after a loud explosion
we moved out to sef up securlty of a LZ as four more men were hit
by a VC Chl Com mine exploded on their position. In same area, a
sniper shot another mammason and another one was shot by Chopper.

. Three women, Three gooks, two detianees, 11 of us wounded,
one killed. Glad that mission over. Hope its not an indication of
the TET, S
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12 Feb, 69 - 15 Feb.

«fhumped as must just changing posltion as we dld in the field.

iy Feb 28) last letter Feb 1), Also got ¥#¢ RTO for 15 on flre

: Written in answere to Mom and Lane, and wrote for first ﬁimeJ T
to Phil all of events of fith mission, i

S1xth Misslon Just humped.

Seventh Mission Feb 10, 69

. Sergent Christie killed by M-16 in back, Was in front of two
squads on line when snlper hit, Recelved fire from both dlrectlons
Christie, Jones, Blin in the middle...Christie caught round in
back, Dled 1n route to ship on board Medlvac, Carried to chopper.

. Espenosa and Yuashi hit by bobby traps, Yuashi hit in head.,
OK. Espenosa will live but messed up le

fﬁ" Qibect G—ed;)e. Ching i J" Waiffovel Comunt

Feb 28, 69 17 oo 944 = o Fur 1940 | -

Just got into ship.

Feb 12-15 Jones
16-24 Fire Support
24.26  Tittur, Lopez, Byasson Td‘us Jomes E'vo‘g 5‘;.4‘ !
2728 "Bombshell" : 2 FW’ ‘? :

Been out so long and without a chance to really wrlte that had
lost track of the number of missions for my Journal., But with the
help of Koteller I've got the dates stralght, will wrlte log on
missions as I remember them,

T

>

Eighth mission, three days. All I remeber is Bob “Jones"
getting wounded in the side of the hip on the second day. Had
been receiving sniper fire, Jones had been talking to me about
his close calls from the seventh mission where Christie got 1t to
the one he had just had that day. He was walking point in the sec-
ond squad I was right behind it bring up the front of first squad
with Buck when more sniper rounds cracked. It turned out that one
hit Jones in the slde of the hip as he was crossing the bridge.
Byerson, Doc, Adams, and myself moved him to closest LZ about
100 meters mway through hellish mud and canals,

Feb 16-24 Ninth Mission

Suppose to be a rest up time for us., Turned out we nearly

Tried to catch up on letters to Ma but couldnt mall them
‘50 jJust ended up with one long letter that hope to send tonight




et
%ﬁﬂaﬁpport a8 Regnee golng on R&R.

Feb 2L-26 Tenth Mission

Just coming back from Fire Support lot of action had been
met by other companys of the 3/60, We were expectling a short
time on the ship, But unexpectedly even befor-we got to the
ship we were perparing to go out, On the Benewah long enough
to get C's and make 1t to flight deck. Already had different
radloc as Turk went on profile so I became 1-6 RTO,

- Did real poor job first day as RTO. Alfa 6 was 1t seem L
always on my ass for some kind of mistake that I had made. Co
; Tt must have been our second day out, We were ust setting
P up palace guard, I had moved from a spot in the trall about 100
i meters when sniper rounds cracked, Moved back to locatlon were
! I had just come rounds went further down trail killing Tittur and
[ Lopez woundlng Byerson. Tittur never knew what hit him as round . i
| went in under hls nose, JLopez hit bad in chest believed to of
struck heart, Byerson though Eriéved over Tittur and Lopez...
happy for him,,..mlllion dollar leg wound,

SP/I—[ John Lopez LS Febd 9 Ca'mp'hu,fa. |
Feb 27-28 "Bombshell" -

Feb 26 Came in tired, radio heavy and carried extra wilght from |
fact that Tittur was hit, One night on ship lasted about nlne ;
or ten hours altogether, Had to pack all equipment as changlng
ships, eat, shower and clean equlpment for day a4 ikig# another
operation at flve the next morning. Never did get to cleanlng my
equipment for that matter anyone else,..,.Nor any sleep to speak

4 of as got to bed at 1:30 am,
: Eeb 27 left Benewak for Tangor heading for the Cross Roads Navy ;

i guarenteed us ambush and we got 1t. About 20 minutes of steady

i fire,,.one escort Mike boat took six rounds...injured five......
somehow didnt sink, Beeched us after along blue toward direction
of ambush. Clover-leafing the area got one VC, missed five, Gave

& the ass and had us humpin all over, Finlally got to destinatlon
for night, For once it was"dry hard ground", Set up ambush for
night., EBarly morning part of the second element fired at gook
coming down trall, Slightly wounded let him go as about fifty years
eld,

Eagle Flighted into another area where we were to dlg graves
to satify Merritt Alfa Body Count. FPulged out by another Eagle
Flight and put into bombed out, artilleryed area near Ben Tre, ‘

Always got snlper fire or some kind of action here., Last ‘
time caught 35 Ve in air strike when traped them to the blue, i-

|
!

i | Didnt move fer before received sniper fire, 3-6 and 2-6 branc-
grhed off, CP and 4-6 followed 1-6 up trall, Came to point where

»*irall crossed with another. Knew snipers ahead of us moving slow- _
£ Alfa 6 kept telling us to move farter. Gave us dlrection tommpspss
7 o from the intersection, I sat down on a dirt mound as was wait'&i




. Put. SHeve MprieK 28 Feb b7 Cincimation 7 -

: “_r“J?Lg for first squad to move out and 1-6 and I to fall in behlnd. - & ‘q
s A loud explosion of a 105 round stunned us all for a second ALY
i as first squad just completed rounding the corner and moving down
tHe trall. Gries for Medics from everyone as foru men were lnjur-
; ed. MNirick was polnt man. Good Doc 7Zorate went to him first,
i Mirick was blown off the trail lnto the canal...his legs
; blown off at the thighs. Doc alone for so long couldnt get him out
; by himself.,.when -Doc Coulter came up. Mitrrick died then, Doec went
to the next man back.,..Allen Gummet,..new man, .first mission. Four
' or five bad wounds in chest (sucking chest wounds ) Doc patched hlm
up, said he looked better, color came back, could breath better. He
died .shortly after belng dusted off. Tiger Scout Kim, faclal wounds
and minor leg, arm wounds, OK. Gary, new guy, third misslon arm
: wound .0K. After first 105 bobby trap.CP order securlity set up.1-6
| ordered second squad to move 1n opposite direction on the trail. CP
- moved up by the intersectlon., 1-6 was by CP.,just finished trans=-
: misslon over my radlo, I started to move down trall as I heard ;

o order from CP for the lead man of the 1~-6 element to move out .
. straight across the trail to set up security. I had just got the i
§ hand set from 1-6 turned around and the exploslon came frommy -
left rear about bursting my head. I turned around to see a night-

mare of tangled bodles starting from 1-6 who was right behind me
P _blown down the trail to the intersectlon where the whole CP was

o 1aid out further down to most of our men in the second squad. 1

' was petrified;..l-é who was right behind me was blown up the trall,

A medic was going to him, I went over to Alfa 6 but & medlc

was coming up. Started for Tangl but he wasnt to bad. Sgt Bllss
wounded, .,sald to go help 1-6 but the medic was there, Then I
: seen Rodgers,.point man who hit the bobby trap. I moved over to !
1 him..his legs were gone from above the knees down., He was consic- i
/ jous,calm, and alert. He asked me if 1t was bad, if his legs were ‘
gone, 1 told him yes, but that he was Ok everywhere else and

could make it., I got the medic to tim, tourniquete on his legs and
morfine, I stayed #@/#¢## with him, He asked me to shoot him to
get 1t over wlth. Twenty~-six wounded, three dead. Ten left in my

platoon,

. March 2-4 Eleventh Misslon _ | } -

Three day operation...quleter than those in past., Last day
awalting extractlion on ?Z, ..caught sniper rounds from all sides.
Returned fire and assulted hoaches and approached woodline
pushing back snipers...called in Arty. Had to pull back for 1ift
out. We were last element on ground, ,caught more sniper fire, .rest
of element company had to come back., No injuries... a few Charlies
then left for green acres and a day rest, g

i;{fiarch 7-10 Twelvth

g Got silck about three in morning wlth bad case of GI's. At W&
St ive everybody up to go out, Started vomiting and had dissy fevexy

T I T T LT L L




R rdrive on" and if I got slicker he'd get me out of the field, Had

o)

NmA, : . o
g eeling, Made 1t to Dong Tam on Tangor and started vomlting agal
Top wanted to send me in but gung~ho Cap Chapman told me to @

just overheard him say to *Top" that if I went out I wouldnt be

coming in, So before Eagle #light I told Doc I was golng back and

he got OK. Pretty slck for two days on ship., On shlp heard where

14 got it from ‘105 bobby trap....the Captaln too. Met Co. back in
Dong Tam after operatlon., In Dong Tam heard about bobby traps. Thelr
always bloody. Wagner and Brown of the 3rd platoon were kllled., Spent
day in Dong Tam buying two housecoats, 3 tiger teeth chalns, pack-
age, mailed, Walked around but got tired and still didnt feel to :

go so got some resi,

Spy  Clifton Revel Wegnev  §MAR b3 St Hel ews , OR

March 10-13 Thirteenth

Left from Dong Tam on three day ob, A1l qulet untill last
d%y when met hot LZ on a re-inserrsion flight, Company pin down
by sniper and machine gun fire, Took out platoon and moved into
woodline and with flanking movement scared Charlle off, Got one
wltha weapon made second AK-47 of misslon as got one just earller.

March 15-18 Fourtheenth

Acquired Voy first lnjury when durring the flrst night Charlle o
snuck up on our perimeter and blew a Chi Chom Claymore. It was the i
otherside of the peremeter to me, but I was dead asleep and woke up ;
with rifle in hand,.crawled over my gsergeant Adams beslde me and !
right into a tree banging my head. Six were injured...three died, ﬂ

March 19-22 Fifteenth

A First night was Boo-Co filre all night long, That day weon
a Battlin silze movement moved to surround a area where Charlles head
honchos were suppose to be having a meeting, our platoon was the
only element to cross a river into the territory. We got no contact
but nearly lost two guys from drowning, I was llfe guard and feel
good to have the credit of saving one l1life, Crawford. )

Charlie hit our 2nd element who was out of our reach, across
the blue. All night long he used artlllery and gunships to keep
them off. They were NVA and managed to blow a Chl Chom on thelr
night position wounding two not seriously. thought we would get it
as Charlies was sniper from &cross the river at us, and in return "
Artillery was falling about 50-75 meters from us plus gunshlps j
shooting rockets and minl guns right over our heads. A position ‘

" next to me threw a gernade, 1 was Just walting for Charlies and

wmebpought sure 1t was & Chi Chom, The Leutent Just laughed at me for

- phgiisjumpin for cover. Rest of mlssion pretty quiet except we blew g&pﬁ

‘> law into a hotch that we thought had recelved snlper fire fromi

burned almost instantly. Burning a mamma-san and child badly and}

Epnother to death. Called in dust off for them. Believe only re4ssd

ftney did was because had a special VCI squad with us,. £

LU
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U2  Sixthteenth

. B&W wound,

Co. 32 Bn, LOYM
K laAa.?«-* pA : lm

A-3-60th) got name in paper and on the news, We Just v
stumkled onté chainedHVN POW's....four of them handcuft,.
chained together,..blindfolded and in 1ittle bunkers, Second
platoon found sic VC prisioners. Four Chu Holed..,,

27~29 March 17th

Had quiet mission till third day when we got lots of
sniper fire, New Sgt Screltz got wounded 1n leg but ok, .dusted
off...believe its million dollar wound, Snlper rounds seem
close that day to me particularly for some reason but no
trouble. First time its rained in the field since 1ln Viet
Nam. Came in and was made to go on night raid, Scalred but
no trouble just shot up the place.,.checked hootches then
went in,

L4

30=-2 April 18th

Started working new area and its the worst terrian yet. All
stagnet water everywhere with thlck stinking black mud. Had all
companies in area, but we met wlth little contact whlle everyone
else shooting up place, On PZ a cobra gunship put 79 rounds
right down the middle of landing formatlon 10~15 ft from some
guys. Soemehow no guys injured. FPee Wee stept on a toe popper
booby trap but wasnt hurt., Then Nash did on got Hupted off
miner injuries. BRelnserted and Pee Wee hit another one cracked
his ankle bone., Found a bunch of VC .........and got 35 kills

' in area, So got a well done and came in after four days.

April 4-5th

1-6 on profile so Buttler acted as platoon leader. Lazy
but did pretty good can't blame him as he 1s short only 4sg
days qulet op and pretty good terrlan. But Butler new and A6
on our ass glad when it was over,

April 8~10th 20

Lucked out and missed a mission. Gave me three days to
rest up. Had a beer party in Dong Tam got drunk and into a
fight that gave me a shinner that closed my eye.

Heard Sococer only in company 1 month got hit in foot B

jpril 12-14th 21

; Worked new area rough going very thick, After platoon
getting kills and weapons, We had contact only once wounded

“gooks but couldnt catch him, Was told to 1link up with 4th plt !
ﬁ%ﬁpd CP called 4th told them to be on look out for our point -

SRR IR
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10,

i t 4 X R
&ﬁ%man (Cav) CP also called them we got split up in thick jungle -

lnri s

so held up, Cavanaigh walking point kept on going for some .
reason, Forth platoon heard hem and open up, Shot him right
*1n the guts just a few min, after calling them to be on look
out., Dusted him off. Found out that the bullet deflected off
a button on his shirt going into skin and out again, No major
injuries,..willl be ok. Thank god., Had stumbled into VC base
camp,..made quite a find got weapons and gooks for good op, Only
one cammalty Cavanalgh caused by our own stupidy.

b B

April 15-23 Firesupport

Eight days of fire support. Pretty good one for as not
being moved to much or being harrased, No blig incendences, Seems
to me that for F.S. being a rest period where always as tired
coming out as we went in. Couple of ambushes on Tango while
poving but nothing more than few sniper rounds,

April 25-28 23rd

Quietest mission weve had in long time, No in coming
rounds all mission, Did do alot of shooting at gooks how~
ever got two gooks one weapon., No casuallities for us,

Answering bp~co mall that had piled up, ©One 1s artical
about Viet Nam Ann sent. It sure seems full of holes had every-
body read it, Just don't no-what to think 1f it.




