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Republic of Vietnam 

'\\

" Law No. 001/67 
\. , '\, of 15 June 1967 .• -

The Chairman. National Leadership CODlIJIittee 

Promulgates the Law fixing the mode of election of the 
President and Vice-President of the Republic, the full text 
of which is as follows: 

CHAPTER ONE: 

ELECTION MY 

Article 1: Based on the Constitution promulgated. on April 1, 1967, 
this law sets forth the procedures governing the first elections 
for President and Vice-President. 

Article 2: The election for the President and Vice-President of 
the Republic of Vietnam) first term .. will take place on Sunday, 
September 3, 1967. 

Article 3: If in any locality elections cannot be held for 
reasons beyond their control, mayors and province chiefs of that 
locality, with the concurrence of the local election campaign 
committee, are authorized to ,postpone the elections until the 
next most favorable day after informing the Special Commissariat 
for Administration. 

CHAPTER TWO: 

ELECTORS 

Article 4: Electors for the President and Vice-President are 
those persons of Vietnamese nationality who, irrespective of sex, 
were 18 years of age as of December 31" 1966, and who are inscribed 
on the electors' list and holders of regular electors' cards, 
except those deprived of the rights of citizenship. 

Each citizen will be inscribed on only one electors' 
list. 

Article 5: In Saigon capital, the list of electors of every 
Quarter will be established and posted by the District Chief for 
the first time on July 10, 1967, at the District Office, the Chief 
of Quarter's office, and at any place considered necessary by the 
Mayor of Saigon. 
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In provinces the list of electors of each village 
will be set by the Village Aoministrative Committee and will 
be posted on the above-mentioned day at the village and hamlet 
office. 

In municipalities the list of electors of every 
quarter or village will be set by the chief of the municipality 
and posted on the above-mentioned day at the quarter, sector, 
village or hamlet office. 

For military men and their families residing in 
military camps, the list of electors will be set by commanders 
at battalion level and transmitted to Mayors and District Chiefs 
for countersignature before posting. 

Moreover, a copy of the electors' list in the village, 
sector and quarter will be posted at the administrative office of 
the capital, provinces, municipalities and districts. 

Electors who have changed their residence and wish to 
vote in their new area of residence should make declaration to 
local authorities (village, sector, quarter and district) aocording 
to the procedures applied in the declaration of family lists , not 
later than June 30, 1967. 

Article 6: Civil servants and military men on missions, transfers, 
or unable to return to places of residence where their names are 
registered on the electors' list, may cast their votes at their 
actual location on election day without having to previously 
register their names on the electoral list. 

Besides their voting cards, civil servants and 
military men must show in addition a certificate related to the 
special area described above and delivered by duly responsible 
higher authorities. In such cases, the chairman of the committee 
in charge of the polling booth must prepare an additional list for 
transmittal to the Central Election Council. 

Article 7: Citizens who fulfill all the conditions for voting 
but whose names do not appear on the list of voters or appear 
incorrectly, have the right to complain. 

The complaints must be lodged at the quarter, village 
or sector by July·25, 1967, at the latest. The agencies which 
receive the complaints will deliver a receipt to the interested 
persons and send the comp~ints, together with their opinion to 
the capital, province or town office .• 



- 3 -

Following the end of the period for lodging complaints, 
electors' lists and complaints, if any, will be dispatched by 
mayors and chiefs of province to the Council stipulated in Article 
9 by July 30, 1957, at the latest, for final decision. 

The lists of voters must be decided by the Council 
and sent back to the interested administrative authorities by 
August 4, 1967, at the latest. 

The administrative authorities will post the list of 
voters for the second time at the places stipulated in Article 5 
on August 14, 1967, at the latest. 

Article 8: The procedures for making and issuance of voters' 
cards are decided by the Special Commissariat for Administration. 

Article 9: In the Saigon capital, each province and each 
municipality a local Election Council will be established, with 
the following composition: 

, The Chairman is the presiding judge of the Court of 
First Instance, the presid.ing judge of the local Justice of the 
Peace with Extended Powers,or the presiding judge of the local 
Justice of the Peace, or if there is no Court in this locality, 
a Magistrate nominated. by the Commission General of Justice. 

Three representatives of the MuniCipal or Provincial 
Council who are not candidates or candidates' representatives 
will be. chosen to serve as members by drawing lots. 

Two voters representatives chosen by lot from a .list 
of twenty notables who are n6t candidates or candidates • repre­
sentatives will also sel'veaS znelllberll. The list of notables will 
be nominated by municipalor:provincial cOuncils. 

One representative of the city, town or province 
administrative office will serve as· reporter and will have the 
right to vote. 

CHA~ .THREE: 

CANDIDATES 

Article 10: Citizens oeeting the 'following conditions will have 
the right to run for President or Vice-hesident: 

1. Candidates must·llave Vietnamese citizenship 
since birth. 

• • 
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2. They must have lived on Vietnamese territory at 
least ten years immediately before election day. Time spent 
abroad on official mission or in political exile is considered time 
spent in Vietnam. 

3. Candidates must be 35 years old on election day. 

4. Candidates must er.joy all rights ·ofcftizenship. 

5. Candidates must have complied with military draft 
regulation!>. 

6. Candidates must not fall within the cat'egories 
prescribed in Article 11. 

:Y.'· 

Article 11: The following persons will be class:U'±edas'incapable 
and will no'!; be allowed to be candidates: 

1. Those sentenced for crir.linal offenses. 

2 • Those sehtenc$d for ligh'!;misqElm$!liItroird:f1:f',enses 
such as theft ,swindling ;brea<::h of trust f~6irg~i'Y', vilola'tl:ton of 
good morals , bribery, ··i~fluEihdepeddlinga;nili~mb'~zZ'lenient. 

i"·: ., ' '1.," "j "., 

3; . Those sentenced to im,prisoriment for three mon'!;hs 
and above for other lightof:f'enses,except.forthose' cOmmitted by 
carelessness and negligence .. However, thoseju±l'!;yof fleeing' 
the scene of a traffic aCCident;lill not bea!l.dwed .to run •. 

4.. Those who have been deprived of Cl,VJ.C rights or 
the right to run by COUl't sent.cnces according to laws and rules 
now in force. 

. . 

5. Those under legal guardianship or struck by 
mental diseases .•. 

6.Pc;>rsons who have gone bankruJ;ltahdarenot yet 
reha.biIitated. 

'7 • Persons whoha ve not complfed with orders to 
"serve in the AruedForces. 

(.' ". ':::'< r ,:,,:, :,;' '. . ., . 
S. Civil servants, r.i:l.litarymen.goyerilr.lentofficials 

in all'brs$.cJ:tesIlJNQ; of all levels ,.who have'l)ec;>nsuspend,ed, . 
d±iatil:tsj!l'e<8;)':W~ril&\V!Ii~i ,\!>:ff&signedf'or ilis ciplinarY r elis6ns. .' 

.,',. ,-,. . ' '..' . 
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9. Those who have directly or indirectly worked for 
communism or pro-communist neutralism or worked in the interests 
of communism. 

The provisions of paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4'and 8 cited 
above will not apply to those who have had their status restored 
according to provisions stipulated in Decree-Law No. 4/63 of 
December 24, 1963, or who have been granted amnesty "'cy Decree-Law 
No. 083-SL/CT of January 29, 1964, and subsequent texts. 

Those who have been sentenced for criminal or light 
offenses of political character or for political reasons before 
April 1, 1967, may appeal by June 22, 1967, for a Council's 
decision that the sentence passed upon them is one which would 
not prevent them from running. This Council will be presided by 
the President of the Supreme Court of Appeal, assisted by two 
Assistant Judges of the same Court serving as members and will 
have to issue a decision within one week following the date of 
appeal. 

Article 12: Applications for candidacy must be filed as a twin­
list including the name of the Presidential candidate and the 
name of the Vice-Presidential candidate. Applications must be 
filed in duplicate with each candidate's full name, aliases if 
any, date and birthplace, occupation, present residence, and a 
certified, clear Signature of each candidate. 

Each list must clearly indicate which person is a 
candidate for President and which is the candidate for Vice­
President. 

Candidates can have their names on only one list. 

Candidates must establish a Saigon address as an 
official place of liaison with agencies responsible for organizing 
the election. 

:Article 13: Candidates' applications will be submitted to the 
Office of the National Assembly at the latest on midnight June 30, 
1967, and must be accompanied by the following docunents: 

1. A birth certificate or an affidavit replacing 
it. 

2. A #2 judicial record not older than three oonths. 
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3. An affidavit that the candidate has had continuous 
residence on Vietnamese territory for at least ten years immediately 
prior to election day • 

4. A certificate that the candidat.e has complied 
with military draft regulations. 

5. In the case of military personnel and civil 
servants, a document indicating permission to go on leave without 
pay provided by Article 17. 

6. Receipt of deposit for electoral campaign expenses 
prescribed in Article 21. 

7. A list of representatives to be assigned to the 
Central Electoral Campaign Committee prescribed in Article 18. 

8. Symbols of the list and five 4 x 4 photographs 
of each candidate. 

When it receives an application, the Office of the 
National Assembly must immediately issue a receipt to the persons 
filing it. Lists of candidates will be arranged according to the 
sequence in which the file/following hour, day and month. 

is received 
Article 14: The National Assembly has the following responsibilities: 

1. To receive applications and documents of candidates. 

2. To examine candidates' documents including those 
mentioned in Article 13. 

Within 24 hours after the time limit for applications' 
for candidacy, the Office of the National Assembly will post for 
the first time lists of candidatelS who have submitted the documents 
required by Article 13. At the same time, the Office of the Assembly 
will transmit the lists to the Special 'Commissariat for Adtl1nistration 
for posting at Saigon City Hall. Lists must be posted at the 
headquarters of other municipalities, :provincels, districts,and 
villages on July 3, 1967, at the latest. ' 

, ., ' 

Article 15: Electors and candidates r$y filecomplm.ints to the 
Office of the National Assembly on carldidtit'eS,I·'quai1f:l.eat:!tonsno 
later than July 6, 1967. '. "',. ·.··.:i,,·j ;,",d', 

" .,', 

The Office of the National AssemblY must trlMilsDlll.tthe 
complaints together with supporting documents to, the qentral 
Election Council referred to in Article l6 on JUly 7, 1967. ' 



- 7 -

The Central.. El.cctio.n Co.uncil must examine the cempl.aj,nts 
and report to. the Office ef the Natienal. Assembly no. l.ater than 
July l.5, l.967. Before the Notio.nal. Asseobl.y meets in pl.enary 
sessien to. take a final vo.te o.n the questio.n o.f po.sting lists fo.r 
the seco.nd. tioe, candidates o.n lists against which co.mplaints 
have been filed may be invited to. present their cases befere the 
Special Cemmittee ef. the Natienal Assc:.;bly. 

List ef. candidates will be pested a secend time 
accerding to. precedures set in Article 14 en July 19, 1967, at 
the l.atest. 

Fro.m the date o.f seco.nd pesting, candidates may net 
/ withdraw their candidacy, 

A recerd ef this second, posting rnustbe kept. 

Article 1.6: A Central.. El.ectio.n Counci,l,;the .ooopositio.n of which 
is given below, has the missien ef reporting to. the Natio.nal 
Assembly en compl.aints abeut candidates' qualifications and 
cemplaints about election returns. 

,. 
The fresiding Judge ef the.S'Wr~meCeurt.ef Appeal 

is Chairman,of the Council. The Chairman ,qtl the, state Council, 
or Administrative Judge, his representative", and tlieDean of the 
Lo.'\olYers Corps, erhisrepresentati ve ,wiUliif>;r1lie"asCouncil 
members. A NatienalAssembly Deputy will serve as a Council 
member representative ef the voters. The,Sp,e~ia.l, Cell)!llissioner 
fer Administratien 0.1' his representative will serve as the Ceuncil's 
reporter and, win ha.ve the right; to vote. 

Article 17: Civil servants and oilitary personnel wishing to be 
candidates. must request leave witheut pa,Y', from the day ef time 
limit fer applicatien of candidacy threugq',ele,,~tien day. 

This article dees net apply, topcrsons helding 
pp,pularlyeleeted. :p.ositiens. 

CHAPTER FOUR: 

ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

Art,:j,Clejl.§: ,'Acen,tia;!. El.,?ctien Ca!l\Tilaign C,ommittee win be 
established fer the whele ceuntry, cempesed ef ene principal and 
~e alternate representative for each Hat of candidates. 

, 
, ,i .• 

", 
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A local Election Campaign Committee of similar 
composition will be established in each municipality and province. 

Representative's on local campaign comittees will be 
nominated by Central Campaign Committee members. 

The names and addresses of local campaign committee 
members must be transmitted to local authorities by the Central 
Campaign Committee by July 18, 1967, at the latest. 

Lists may change representatives throughout the 
campaign period. 

Article 19: The Central Election Campaign Committee will be 
convened by the Special Commissariat for Administration no later 
than July 21, 1967. ' , • 

The Chairman of the Central Election Campaign 
Committeewi11 be elected by ,candidates' representatives. 

Chairman of campaign committees directs debate of 
committees. In the event ofa disagreement between candidates' 
representatives resulting ina tie vote, the Chairman has the 
right to cast the deciding vote. 

Article 20: All candidates 'will receive equal facilities in the 
electoral campaign. 

Election campaign committees will be charged with 
the following tasks: 

1. To fix the number, the size and the color of 
posters and leaflets. Each list will have the maximum of two 
kinds of posters not larger than 65cm by lOOcm and two kinds of 
leaflets not larger than 20cm by 25cm. 

2. To print, transport and distribute the leaflets 
and posters cited above. 

3. To fix the date and places fer putting up 
posters'and distributing leaflets. Leaflets may be distributed 
to homes of voters. 

,4,. To organize talks between electors and candidates 
or their 'representatives. 
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5. To determine procedures governing press activities 
and press conferences on beh~lfof candidates or their repre­
sentatives. No press articles related to the election can be 
censored, except within the limitations prescribed by Article 12 
of the Constitution. 

6. To fix modes of use of mobile broadcasting 
units, radio and television stations in those places where·these 
~eans of propaganda exist. EqUCl t~ must be reserved for all 
lists of candidates for use of these facilities. 

Schedules of campaign activities must be reported by 
electoral campaign co~ttees to the local administrative 
authorities. 

Nobody is allowed toinake use of campaign means 
outside the number and modes fixed by this article. 

The Vietnamese language will be used in all campaign 
activities. 

Article 21: Expenses related to the organization of the elections, 
including the cost of candidates' observers, will be borne by the 
national budget. 

Concerning campaign expenditures, the national budget 
,will cover a maximum expense ·of two piasters per elector for each 
list. If there are .more than six lists, the tot~l amount of 
expenditures still may not exceed 12.piasters for each elector 
for the whole nation. If the Central Election Cwmpaign Committee 
unanimously deems a larger aoount necessary, the national budget 
will still only provide the above~entioned maximum sum, and the 
candidates must cover the extra expenditures by their own means. 

Each list must deposit in the Treasury a sum of 
200,000 piasters. In the event that the· candidates withdraw their 
candidacy after the second posting of lists, or if they fail to 
receive ten percent of the total number of valid votes cast in 
the country, the c~ndidates concerned in each list must jointly 
reimburse the national budget the sum of money expended on their 
behalf by the electoral campaign committee for printing leaflets 
and posters. 

Article 22: By July 21, 1967, at the latest, candidates' symbols 
and photographs must be subLlitted to the Central Call\Paign Committee 
for approval and transmittal to the Special Commissariat for 
Administration. 

;. ,~ 

• • 

I 
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Any list wishing to alter its symbol or photographs 
must submit changes to the Central Campaign Committee by the 
above-mentioned date. 

Texts cf posters and leaflets must be submitted to 
the Central Ca~paign Committee within the time l~t set by the 
Committee. 

Candidates are free to choose their own symbols, but 
queer, international and common religious symbols are forbidden. 
Symbols of political groups can be used except in cases where 
they are contested by the central executive committee of the 
group concerned. 

Lists may not choose symbols which are similar to 
each other. Symbols must be approved by the Central Campaign 
Committee. 

Article 23: The electoral caqpaign will begin August 3, 1967, 
at the earliest and will end at 12 noon on September 2, 1967. 

Any candidate or representative noting a violation 
of the provisions of Article 20 or.of this Article has .the right 
to request the Caqpaign Committee to inform local authorities so 
as to immediately put an end to the violation. 

CHAPl'ER FIVE 

VOTING PROCEDURES (CAST AND CONTROL) 

Article 24: The President and Vice-President will '!le elected 
together on the sa~e list in a single election)by universal 
suffrage, direct and secret ballot. 

The candidates on the list which reO$ives the greatest 
number of votes will be declared elected. 

If several lists receive an equal n~ber of votes, 
the list with the oldest presidential candidate will be declared 
elected. 

Article 25: The printing of ballots for all candidates will be 
undertaken by the Special. Commissariat for Administration according 
to the attached model. 

On each ballot there will be printed the full ~e, 
symbol and photograph of the presidential and vice-presidential 
candidate. 
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All 'ballots of all candidates will be printed in 
the same mOdel on white paper and packed in equal numberS. Each 
package should have marked on it the number of ballots and 
contain 100 ballots. 

Article 26: The location of polling stations will be decided by 
mayors and province chiefs and declared publicly by September 1, 
1967, at the latest. 

A committee composed of a chairman, a deputy chairman 
and an even number of members ,at least two, will be in charge 
of each polling station. The Chilirmanand deputy chairman will 
be appointed by the mayors and province chiefs and will be chosen 
from among those people known for their seriousness and knowledge 
of electoral laws. The members are chosen by the chairman from 
the voters present at the polling stat.ion when the voting begins. 

Each list has the right to designate an observer in 
the polling station. The latter must have a: certificate issued 
by the candidates,or by the official representative of the list, 
and duly dertified by authorities. Observes have the right to 
vote at the polling station which they are observing in accordance 
with procedures prescribed in Article 6. 

The dOnlmittee chairman is entrusted with the task of 
supervising the voting so that it will proceed in conformity with 
electoral law. He is responsibl,i! I'or1l:eeping order at the polling 
stntion. 

The chairman is obliged to mnke a report immediately 
in the event of fraud or if a complaint is made by the candidates I 
representatives. 

The deputy chairman assists the chairman in the above 
duties and will supervise the distribution of ballots. 

The voting begins at 0700 and ends at 1600 the same 
day. 

Article 27: voters have to cast their ballots personally at the 
polling stations. They cannot vote by mail or by proxy. 

When entering the polling booth, the voter is forbidden 
to carry weapons. He must show his voting cardtogother with his 
identify card before receiving an envelope and ballots, one for 
each list. 

• • 

1 

J 
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The person who distributes the ballots must give 
voters one for each list of candidates and alternate the sequence 
in which they are given to the voters. 

The voter must go alone into a covered booth 
previously set up. If he wishes to vote for a certain list, he will 
choose the "1allot of this list and put it in an envelope. 

The voter must select 0. ballot from among those given 
to him. He cannot add, delete, or change any names, or change 
their order. He cannot choose names of candidates from different 
lists. 

Unused ballots must be torn apart and dropped in a 
container (with a cover) placed at the polling 'booth, by the voter. 

Upon leaving the polling booth, the voter will take 
with hiLl the envelope containing the ballot, hold it high to show 
there is only one envelope, then drop it in the ballot box by 
hieself. 

Physico.lly disabled voters who cannot drop the ballot 
; .~ by themselves may be o.llowed by the comr.littee chairman to select 

another voter to help thee. The committee chairman has full 
authority to decide on these cases. 

• • 
After the voter has cast his ballot, a member of the 

coc:nttee in charge of the polling sto.tion will stamp the voter's voting 
card and cut the card at a corner. The corners cut from voting cards 
must be preserved for further checking against the number of voters 
who have noted. 

Article 28: The ballot box has a small slot for the passage of 
the ballot. When the voting begins, the committee chairman opens 
the bo.llot box and shows it to the public so the latter can see 
that it is empty. 

Then the ballot box is closed .bY two different locks whose 
keys are kept one by the committee chairman and the other by the 
oldest member of the committee. 

If, when the voting is over, a key is miSSing, the 
ballot box must be opened by any means o.nd the fact noted down in 
the report. 
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Article 29: If there are any signs indicating that there may 
be serious disturbances or sabotage during the counting of voters, 
mayors and province chiefs may authorize the committee in charge 
of the polling station to bring ballot boxes to a more secure 
place to count the ballots. 

In such cases, the following measures must be strictly 
applied: 

a) Voters and candidates' representatives must be 
informed. 

b) Before moving the ballot boxes, the committee 
chairman must seal all ballot boxes, slots in ballot bOSJs, and 
two locks as well as related documents. 

c) From the start of the move until the counting of 
the votes, candidates' representatives and all committee members 
must be present. This fact will be entered in the report. 

Article 30: When voting is over, votes will be counted in the 
following manner: 

The committee in charge of the polling stations will 
appoint from among the voters present who can read and write a 
nuOber who will count ballots, under the direct observation of 
candidates' observes. They will be divided into groups of four 
persons sitting at s~parate desks. 

The committee chairman opens the ballot boxes and has 
the envelopes counted. If the nuOber of envelopes exceeds or is 
less than the number of voters who have voted, it must be noted in 
the report. The number of voters who have voted is the number of 
corners cut from the voters' cards. 

The committe'e chairman puts some ba.llots on each desk 
for counting. At each desk, the first counter opens the envelope 
and hands over the ballot to the second counter who reads aloud 
the names printed on the ballot. The ballot' is then handed over 
to two other vote counters Who check it separately and note it 
on the tally sheet. When counting,. the first and second counters 
are not allowed to ,hold anything in their hands which might make 
the ballots irregular. 

• 

• 
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Article 31: Ballots will be considered invalid in the following 
cases: 

If envelopes contain more than ballot. 

If the envelope is different from those distributed to 
voters. 

If envelopes are empty or contain something other than 
the ballots. 

If envelopes or ballots contain. additional words or 
symbols. 

If the ballot is not inside the envelopes. 

If the ballot shows additional names or the names of 
candidates have been changed or their order modified, or if the 
ballot is torn in two parts, or if the names are torn. 

The committee chairman and one oember of the committee 
must sign on the irregular envelope or ballot Which will then be 
enclosed with the committee report stating the cause of the irre­
gularity. 

If the irregular envelopes and. ballots are not enclosed 
with the report the election will be annulled only in the case that 
the irregular ballots could modify the results of the election. 

Article 32: Iooediately after votes have been counted, the committee 
in charge of the polling station will prepare a report in quadruplicate. 

In the provinces,the chairman of the committee will 
post one copy of the report in his office, keep one copy for hioself, 
and forward to the main polls at the district headquarters. two 
copies together with the ballots and envelopes described in Artic1e 
31, if any, for a s=ing up of the ruults in the d:i.strict •. The 
committee chairman of the nain polling station Will add up the 
number of votes received by each :\.ist andpreptire a general report 
in quadruplicate for all polling stations within'llheCl.istrict;alid { 
then post the temporary results at the' district headquarters.' .. 

. . .' , 

Immediately after ,the above-mentionedrep6io>twUlbe' 
sent to the polling station of the province b,eadqw,,:M;erS'. The .', 
committee chairman of this polling station will add up the tota:\.· 
number of votes for each list within the provinee ;WTite . a report, 
and post theteC1Porary results at. the province heaGiquarters; 
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In Saigon, Hue, Danang, Cal;! Rarm, Do. Lat and Vung Tau, 
the temporary re~ults from various polling station will be transmitted 
to the main polling station located at the municipal administrative 
headquarters. 

Article 33: Temporary.results of the elections in the provinces 
and municipalities will be transmitted by the most rapid means 
available to the Office of the National Assembly which will announce 
the temporary results as it receives them. 

Article 34: Reports prepared by the provinces and municipalities 
and the .enclosed invalid ballots and envelopes must be sent to the 
Office of the National Assembly no later than September 10,1967, 
so that the results may be summed up at a session of the Assembly. 

At this session, the Chairman of the Assembly will 
hand the reports to two Deputies chosen by the Assembly. They 
will read the reports. aloud while two members of the. Office of the 
Assembly keep a tally of the. temporary results .• 

A report summarizing the temporary results will be 
prepared in quadruplicate, one for the Central Election Council, 
,one for the Special Commissariat for Adoinistration, one for the 
drfice of the Asse~ly and one for the Directora~e of National 
Archives and Libraries. 

CHAPl'ER SIX 

VIOLATIONS, PENALTIES and CLADIS 

Article 35: Any voter who purposely casts his ballot several tioes 
or any person who has no voting card. but is authorized at his own 
request to vote anyway shall be fined from 1,000.t020,000 piasters 
and imprisoned from one month to a year. 

, 'I" 

Article 36: Any candidate or representative who .~kesuse of 
campaign means exceeding the. amount, modes and time limits pres­
cribed by the Election Campaign Committee shaJ.+ be fin4':: from 
10,000 to 100,000 piasters. 

In toe event of acquittal or exon·eration, the con­
cerned court shall immediately proceed to.the examination of 
dar.mges, if any, to the accused cal'ldidate. 

• 

• 
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~rt;j,lfe 37: Any candidate who, directly by himself or indirectly 
y th rd person, bribes voters with money or other material things 

will be fined from 30,000 to 300,000 piasters and sentenced to 
imprisonment from six months to. three years. 

Article 38: Any person who threatens or beats other persons, or 
thr~atens them with loss of employment, bodily harm or harm to . 
their family and property with a view to preventing them from 
running for ~~ection, going to the polls, voting for a candidate 
of their cllolce, or forcing them not to vote for a certain 
candidate, w~ll be fined from 100,000 to 500,000 piasters and 
imprisoned from one to five years. 

ARicle 3t: ATJ¥ person who, directly or indirectly, bribes or 
a empts . o. 'bt:f.be electors of a village or members of any other 
group by pro~~ing money, material things or any benefit to that 
village or gtQ~~, will be fined from 100,000 to 500,000 piasters 
and imprisoned from two to five years. 

A tic e 40: Ee carrying of weapons into polling booths is 
strict forb dden except in unusual circumstances where it is 
necessary to . intain security, discipline and guarantee the 
electors' right to vote freely. Violation of this provision is 
subject to a fine ranging from 10,000 to 100,000 piasters and 
imprisonment from fifteen days to three months. 

Article 41: Whoever willfuly violates or conspires to violate 
by any means at any tiLle or place the secrecy or honesty of the 
voting or disrupts the operation of polling boothf> shall be fined 
from 100,000 to 500,000 piasters and imprisoned for six months 
to three years., 

Article 42: Any person whose duty consists of receiving, counting 
or controlling ballots or exaoining documents related to the 
elections who manipulates or alters ballots or announces a name 
different from that appearing on the ballot with a view to com­
mittingfraud, shall be fined fror.l 100,000 to 500,000 piasters and 
imprisoned from two to five years. 

Article 43: Any person who c6stroys, re~ves or attempts to destroy 
or remove ballots, ballot boxes or boxes containing uncounted 
ballots with a view to affecting the results of the election or 
causing it to be annulled, shall be imprisoned from two to five 
years. 
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Article 44:A'fo/ person who threatens or harms personnel in charge 
of polling booths with a view to preventing them from carrying out 
their duties, will be tined from 10,000 to 100,000 piasters and 
imprisoned from two months to' two years. 

Article 45: In all cases provided by Articles ~2 ~ 44 above tM 
penalties will be doubled if the person accusea;ernP~oyee charged 
with a goverl1nent position entitled to compensation. 

Article 46: Any person who engages in acts or sabotage designed 
to disrupt the elections will be imprisoned at hard labcr from 
five to twenty years. 

Art.icle 47: A'fo/ person who is convicted by a court under the 
provisions of Articles 41, 42 and 43 above will be deprived of 
his rights as a citizen from two to five years, at the point of 
view of misdemeanors. 

Article 48: Complaints with respect to violations of this law 
m~t be filed at a local Court of the First Instance or a local 
Justice of the Peace with Extended Powers on Septenber 4, 1967, 
at the earliest and Septenber 6, 1967, at the latest. 

The Court of the First Instance or the Justice of the 
Peace with Extended Powers must rule on complaints by September 
13, 1967, at the latest. 

The time limit for filing an appeal is three days 
counting. from the date ot the sentence •. 

The Court of Appeal nust render its decision by 
September 23, 1967, at the latest. 

The Suprel:le Court of Appeal must /:lake its ruling by 
Sept. 28, 1967, at the latest. 

Article 49: All court minutes, recor.ds and records of sentence 
related to this election are exempted from stamp and registration 
fees. 

• • 

• • 

• • 
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CHAFrER SEVEN 

VALIDATION A~ ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS 

Article 50: The National Assembly controls the :l.egality of the 
elections and announces the results. 

Article 51: Complaints with regard to voting must be filed at 
the Office of the National Assembly no later than September 9, 
1967. Upon receiving a complaint the Office of the National 
Assembly will issue a receipt. 

Article 52: The Office of the National Assembly must transmit 
the above-mentioned complaints to the .Central Election Council on 
September 11, 1967.· . 

The Central Election Council must examine the above­
mentioned complaints and sent its report to the Office of the 
National Assembly no later than September 25, 1967. 

'The National Assembly shall meet on October 2, 1967, 
at the latest, to take a final vote on the validity and official 
results of the election. 

Throughout the process of reviewing complaints, lists 
against whom complaints have been filed have the right to be 
notified of the documents in question and have the right to plead 
their case. 

Article 53: If there has been any irregularity at one or more 
polling stations and if the total number of registered voters at 
these stations exceeds the difference in number of votes received 
nationwide by the two lAading lists, from those polling stations 
where the voting has b~ recognized as regular, the Assembly will 
declare as null and void votes cast at .tlaese stations. 

Article 54: In the circumstances described in Article 53, the 
Special Commissariat for Administration will organize within two 
weeks a new election in the localities concerned using existing 
rolls of voters and the same lists of candidates. 

Article 55: In the above-mentioned case, the National Assembly 
will control the legality and annolmee the results of the elections 
according to the provisions of Article 51 and following articles. 
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Article 56: The National Assex:ib4t sool1 Pl:'ocla~ the annullnent of 
the entire election if it finds that irregularities eonfirmed by 
the Central Election Council or by a definitive ruling of a court 
could open to question the honesty of the vot~ and affect the 
general results of the election. 

Article 57: In the circumstances de.cribed in Article 56, a law 
shall decide the date and procedures for another election •. 

Article 58: Results of the election oust be published in the 
Official journal of the Republic of Viet Nam. 

Article 59: Provisions of existing laWB which are contrary to 
this law will be annulled. This law will be published in the 
official joUrnal of the Republic of Vietnam. 

Saigon, 15 JUrie 1967 

Signed: Lt. Gen. NGUYEN VAN THIEU 

•• 
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CHAPrER ONE 

Law No. 002/67 
of 15 June 1967 

Artic19 1. Based on the Constitution of the Republic of Viet­
Nam prbmu1gated on April 1, 1967, this law sets forth the 
procedUres governing the elections for Senators. 

Artic e 2. (1) The election for Senators will take place on 
Septe er 3, 1967. 

(2) If in any 10caiity elections cannot be held 
for reasons beyond their control, mayors or province chiefs of 
that locality are autho~ized to postpone the elections until 
the next most favorable day after informing the administrative 
agency concerned and after having obtained the approval of the 
local election council referred to in Article 9. 

Article 3. The Upper House has sixty members. elected by uni­
versal suffrage. Election is by list voting and on a basis of 
plurality. 

CHAPTER TWO 

ELECTORS 

Article 4. (1) Electors for Senators are those persons of 
Vietnamese nationality who, irrespective of sex, were 18 years 
of age as of December 31, 1966, and;.llio are inscribed on the 
electors' 'list and holders of regular electors' cards, except 
those deprived of the rights of citizenship. 

(2) Each citizen will be inscribed on only one 
electors! list. 

Article 5. (1) In Saigon capital, the 1ietof electors of every 
Quarter .lill be set and posted by the District Chief for the 
first time July 10, 1967, at the District Office, the Chief of 
Quarter's Office, and at any place considered necessary by the 
Mayor of Saigon. . 
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(2) In provinces the list of electors of each 
village will beset by the Village Administrative Committee 
and will be posted on the above-mentioned day at the village 
and hamlet office. 

(3) In municipalities the list of electors of 
every quarter or village will be set by the Chief of the 
municipality and. posted on the above-mentioned day at the 
Quarter, Sector, village or hamlet office. 

(4) For military men and their families residing 
in military camps, the list of electors will be set by the 
commanders and transmitted to Mayors and District Chiefs for 
counter-signature before posting. 

(5) Moreover, a 'copy of the electors' list in 
the village, .selttor .and quarter will be posted at the admi­
nistrative office of the capital, provinces, municipalities 
and districts. 

(6) Electors who have changed their residence 
and wish to vote in their new area of residence should !mke 
declaration to local authorities (village, sector, quarter 
and district) according to the procedures applied in the 
declaration of family lists, not later than June 30, 1967. 

Article 6. (1) Civil servants and military men on missions, 
. reassignment, or unable to return to places of residence 
where their names are registered on the electors' list, !my 
cast their votes at their actual location on election day. 
without having to previollsly register their names on the 
electoral list. 

(2) Besides their voting cards, civil. servants 
and military men must show in .addition a certificate related 
to the special circumstancesdescrib'ed above and. duly deli­
vered by responsible higher authorities. 

(3) In this case, the Chair!mn of the Committee 
in charge of the polling station must draw up an additional 
list which will be transmitted to the local. election council 
referred to in Article 9. 

Article 7. (1) Citizens who fulfill all the conditions for 
voting but whose names do not appear on the list of voters 
or appear incorrectly, have the right to complain. 

• 

• 

• 
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(2) The complaints must be lodged at the quarter, 
village or sector by July 25, 1967, at the latest. The 
agencies which receive the complaints will deliver a receipt 
to the interested persons and send through administrative 
channels the complaints, together with their opinion to the 
capital, province or town office. 

(3) At the end of the period for lodging complaints, 
electors' lists and compla ints, if any, will be dispatched by 
mayors and province chiefs to the Council stipulated in Article 
9 by July 30, 1967, at the latest, for final decision. 

(4) The lists of voters must be decided by the 
Council and sent back to the interested administrative autho­
rities by August 4, 1967, at the latest. 

(5) The administrative authorities will post the 
lists of voters for the second time at the places stipulated 
in Article 5 by August 14, 1967, at the latest. 

Article 8. The procedures for making and issuance of voters' 
cards will be decided by the administrative agency concerned; 

Article 9. (1) In the Saigon capital, each province and each 
municipality, a local election council will be established, 
with the following composition: 

(2) The chairman is the presiding judge of the 
Court of 1st Instance, the presiding judge of the local 
Conciliation Court with Extended Jurisdiction, 01' the pres!!.­
ding judge of the local Conciliation Court, or if there is 
no Court in this locality, a Magistrate nominated by the Justice 
Ministry. 

(3) Three representatives of: Municipal and Provincial 
Councils who are not candidates for the Upper HOUSe, chosen by 
lot. In localities where there are no Municipal or Provincial 
Councils, three Village Councillors or .local notables will be 
chosen by lot to serve as members • 

(4) Two voters' representatives chosen by lots 
from a list of twenty notables nominated by Municipal or 
Provincial CoUncil· and who are not candidates, will serve as 
members. 

(5) One representative of the City, town or province 
administrative office will serve as reporter and will have the 
right to vote. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

CANDIDATES 

Article 10. Citizens meeting the following conditions will 
have the right to run for the Upper House: 

(1) Candidates must possess Vietnamese nationality 
by birth, or Vietnamese nationality during at least seven 
years, o;r'Vietnamese nation.ality recovered for at least five 
years on the day the election is held. 

(2) Candidates must be 30 years old on election day. 

(3) Candidates must enjoy full rights of citizenship. 

(4) Candidates must have complied ,;ith military 
draft regulations. .. 

(5) Candidates must have had permanent residence In 
Viet Nam for at least three consecutive years immediately prior 
to election day. Time spent abroad on official Mission or in 
political exile will be considered as time spent in Viet Nam. 

(6) Candidates must not fall within the categories 
prescribed in Article 11,. 

Article 11. The following persons will not be allowed to be 
candidates: 

(1) Those sentenced, for cr~inal offenses; 

(2) Those sentence,dfor. light offenses such as 
theft, swindling, breach oftrtlst, forgery, violation. of good 
morals, bribery, influence peddling and embezzlement. 

(3) Those sentenced tonjc,tethanth:t'ee months 
imprisonment for light offenses, ,exce~t<tQ:rt)\o,S~,C6mmitted 
by carelessness and negligence .!iqwevElr, tho~~~i1ty of 
deserting the scene of a traffic ,acdiaell.'t will not ,'be allowed 
to run. 

(It)Those who have been dep,tived or civic rights 
or the, right to run by Court sentences according'to laws now 
in force. 

" , (5) Those under legal guardianship or struck by 
mental diseases. 

• 

, 

• 
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(6) Persons who have gone bankrupt and are not 
yet rehabilitated. 

(7) Persons who have not complied with orders to 
serve in the Armed Forces. 

(8) Civil servants, military men, government 
officials in all branches and at all levels, who have been 
suspended, dismissed or resigned for disciplinary reasons. 

(9) Those who have directly or indirectly worked 
for communism and pro-communist neutralism or worked in the 
interests of communism. 

The provisions of paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8 
cited above will not apply to those who have had their status 
restored according to provisions stipulated in Decree-Law 4/63 
of December 24, 1963, or who have been granted amnesty by Decree­
Law 083-SL/CT of January 29, 1964, a!'ld subsequent texts. 

Those who before April 1, 1967, have been senten­
ced for criminal or light offenses.of political character or 
for political reasons, may appeal by June 22, 1967, at the latest, 
for a Council's decision that the sentence passed upon them is one 
which would not prevent them from running. This Council will 
be presided by the President of the Supreme Court of Appeals, 

. assisted by two Assistant Judges of the same Court serving as 
members and will have to make a decision within two weeks 
following the date of appeal. 

Article 12. (1) Civil servants and military personnel wishing 
to be candidates must request leave without pay from the day 
they have completed their application for candidacy through 
election day. 

(2) This article does not apply to persons holding 
popularly elected positions. 

Article.13. (1) Applications for candidacy must be made in the 
form of.a list, including the ten candidates and alternates, if 
any, must be filed in duplicate, and must include name ,aliases, 
if any, date and place of birth, occupation, present residence 
and certified signature of each candidate and alternate. 

(2) Candidates can have their names on only one list. 
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(3) Candidates must have an official address 
in Saigon in order to keep up correspondence with the 
agency in charge of organizing the eiection. 

Article 14. Applications of candidates will be submitted 
to the Office of the Special Commissioner for Administration 
or of the Minister of Interior from June 20, 1967, through 
June 30, 1967 and must be filed by one of the candidates 
on the list. In addition, the following documents of each 
candidate must be submitted: 

(1) A birth certificate or a document replacing 
it. 

(2) A #2 police record not old.er than three 
months. 

(3) A certificate that the candidate has lived 
in Viet Namfor at least three years. 

(4) A certificate that the candidate has complied 
with military draft regulations. 

(5) Symbols of the list and two 4by 4 photo­
graphs of each candidate. 

(6) Receipt of Deposit for electoral canqlaign 
expenses prescribed in Article 2l~. 

(7) A list of representatives to be assigned to 
the Central Electoral Canqlaign Committee prescribed in Article 
20. 

(8) A certificate attesting to Vietnamese 
naturalization or recovery of Vietnamese citizenship, if the 
candidate falls within. the category prescribed by paragraph 1 
in Article 10. 

(9) Written permission to take leave without pay 
if thE! candidate is a civil servant or alnilitary man. The 
office of the administrative agency concerned must immediately 
issue a receipt to persons making applications for candidacy. 

Article 15. (1) The lists of candidates will be arranged 
according·.to the sequence in which they file foliowing hour, 
day, and month. 

J 

• 

• 

f . 
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(2) The above-mentioned lists will be posted 
for the first time at the office of the Central Election 
Council and at Saigon City Hall on July 1, 1967. In other 
municipalities, provinces, districts and villages, lists 
will be posted by July 3, 1967, at the latest. 

Article 16. Electors and candidates may file complaints 
with regard to candidates' qualifications to the Central 
Election Council stipulated in Article 18 from July 1+, 1967 
through July 7, 1967. 

Article 17. (1) The Central Election Council referred to 
in Article 18 is charged with the task of studying the 
dossiers of candidates to decide whether their names should 
be registered on the list of candidates. This Council must 
conduct its review from July 8, 1967 to July 20, 1967. 

(2) During the process of reviewing complaints, 
lists against whom complaints have been filed have the right 
to be informed of the evidence and to defend their case. 

(3) In case one or several candidates on a 
list are eliminated, the Council will decide whether to add 
the names of alternates, if there are any, to the list. 
However, if a candidate is rejected for being within the 
categories prescribed by paragraph 9 of Article 11, no 
substitute will be accepted and none of the candidates on 
the list will be allm1ed to run in the election. 

(4) The Council must invite all candidates to 
attend a meeting held on July 21, 1967, at the latest to 
officially inform them of the registration or elimination of 
their names. 

Article 18. In Saigon, a Central Election Council will be 
established with the followipg bomposition: 

(1) The Chairman of the Council is the presiding 
judge of the Supreme Court ofAp~eal. 

(2) The Chairman of the State Councilor a 
deSignated Administrative Judge will serve as member. 

(3) The Dean of the:Lawyers Corps or a lawyer 
representing him will serve as a: "niember.' 
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(4) A National Assembly deputy, chosen by the 
National Assembly from among those deputies who are not 
candidates, will serve as a member. 

(5) A representative of the Special Commissariat 
for Administration or of the Ministry of Interior will serve 
as the Council's reporter and will have the right to vote. 

Article 19. (1) Lists of candidates will be posted a second 
time at the office of the Central Election Council and at 
Saigon City Hall on July 22, 1967. In other municipalities, 
provinces, districts, and villages, they must be posted no 
later than July 26, 1967. 

(2) A record must be kept of this second posting. 

Article 20. (1) A Central Election Campaign Committee will 
be established for the whole country composed of a principal 
representati ve and a substitute for each list of candidates. 

(2) In the Saigon capital, each province, and 
each municipality a local election campaign committee will 
be established, and its composition will be the same as above. 

(3) The name and address of each representative 
assigned to the Central. Election Campaign Committee. must be 
enclosed with the dos.sier of the candidates upon filing the 
application for candidacy. 

(4) The representative of each list of candidates 
assigned to local election-campaign committees will be pominated 
by the candidates'reprslSsntatives on the Central E;J.ection 
Campaign Committee and their'names will be reported .to local 
authorities no later than July 21, 1967. Lists may change 
representatives throug\1outthe ,campaign period. 

Article 21. (1) The 'head of the Central Election Campaign 
Committee and .the heads".'.,of :l,.ocal election campaign committees 
will be respectively elected1;>y :l,.ists' representatives within 
each committee. 

(2) Heads.ofthecolllmittees only have the right 
to call meetings and conduct debates within their committee. 
In case of a tie vote' res!l;1Jil;,~ng from the difference of opinions 
between the representativ;eS'j;;j!ille: vote of the head of the 
committee is deciding. 

• • 
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Article 22. (1) The Central Election Campaign Committee will 
be convened by the administrative agency concerned for the 
first time on July 22, 1967. 

(2) Local election campaign committees will be 
convened by mayors or province chiefs the first time not later 
than July 26, 1967. 

Article 23. All candidates will receive equal faciltties in 
the electoral campaign. 

The tasks of the Central Electoral Campaign 
Committee include the following: 

(1) To fix the number, the size and the color of 
posters and leaflets. Each list will have the maximum of two 
kinds of posters not larger than 65 cm by 100 cm and two kinds 
of leaflets not larger than 21 cm by 32 cm. 

(2) To determine procedures governing press 
activities for all lists. 

(3) To decide a schedule of talks between voters 
and candidates or their representatives. 

(4) To fix modes of use of mobile broadcasting 
units, radio stations, and television in those places where 
these means of propaganda exist. Equal time must be reserved for 
all candidates for use of these facilities. 

(5) To fix the date for putting up posters, 
distributing leaflets, and reporting these activities to mayors 
and province chiefs. 

(6) To prescribe the printing, transport and 
distribution.·of posters and leaflets. 

(7) To fix the places for putting up posters. 
Leaflets may be distributed to the homes of electors. 

N'o'b,ody is allowed to make use .. of. call!Paign means 
outS:j.d,E:ltll~cn_·er and modes fixed by this art:i.cle. All 
campaign, .. act.iv:l.M.es will be conducted .in the Vietnames.El 
language. 
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Article 24. (1) Expenses related to the organization of the 
elections will be borne by the national budget. 

(2) Concerning campaign expenditures, including 
the cost of candidates' observers, the national budget will 
cover a. maximum expense of one piaster per elector for the 
whole country and for each list of candidates. 

(3) If there are more than 18 lists, the National 
Budget will not expend more than 18 piasters per elector for 
the total number of lists. 

(4) If the Central Election Campaign Committee 
unanimously deems a larger amount necessary, the national 
budget will still only provide the above-mentioned maximum 
sum, and lists must cover the extra expenditures by their 
own means. 

(5) Each list of candidates must deposit in the 
Treasury a sum of one ~undred and eighty thousand piasters 
(VN$180,ooo) to cover campaign costs. 

(6) If a list of candidates withdraws after 
material for the electoral campaign has been printed, or if 
the list fails to receive more than three percent· of the total 
number of valid votes, the above-mentioned deposit will not 
be returned. 

(7) In addition, the list of candidates concerned 
must also reimburse the national treasury the difference 
between the deposit and the cost of its electoral campaign 
if the cost exceeds one hundred and eighty thousand piasters. 
In this case, candidates on the list concerned will reimburse 
the above-mentioned sum, each one paying an equal amount. 

(8) An application for candidacy can only be 
withdrawn when all candidates on the list have signed the 
withdrawal request. 

Article 25. (1) Symbols of photographs of each list must be 
submitted to the Central Election Campaign Committee no later 
than one day after the Committee has convened the first time, 
for immediate transmittal to the concerned administrative 
agency for printing of posters, leaflets and ballots. 

(2) Texts of posters and leaflets must be submitted 
to the Central Election Campaign Committee within the time 
limits set by the Committee. 

• 

• 
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(3) Any list which wishes to change its symbols 
or photographs must submit the new ones to the Committee 
within the above-mentioned time limit. 

(4) Candidates are free to choose their own 
symbols but queer, international and religious symbols are 
forbidden. Symbols of political groups can be used except 
in cases where they are contested by the Central Executive 
Committee of the group concerned. 

(5) Lists may not choose symbols which are 
similar to each other. Symbols must be approved by the Central 
Election Campaign Committee. 

Article 26. (1) The election campaign will officially begin 
August 3, 1967, and last until noon September 2, 1967. 

(2) Any candidate noting a violation of the 
provisions of Article 23 or of this article has the right to 
request the Campaign Committee to intervene with the authorities 
to take appropriate measures to immediately put an end to any 
violation. 

CHAPl'ER FIVE 

VOTING PROCEDURES AND COUNTING OF BALLOTS 

Article 27. (1) Senators will be elected on al.list basis in 
a single election by universal suffrage, direct and secret ballot. 

(2) Each list is composed of ten candidates. 

(3) The six lists Which receive the most votes will 
be considered elected. . 

(4) If several lists receive an equal number of 
votes, the list with the highest aggregate age will be declared 
elected. 

Article 28. (1) The printing of ballots will be undertaken by 
the responsible administrative agency. They will be ·printed in 
black and white and bound in equal packs of 100, with numbers 
in order stamped on the stub of each ballot (according to the· 
attached mode!). 
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(2) At the front end of the ballot there will 
be printed clearly the slogan, if any, and the symbol of 
the list to help electors to distinguish one list from another. 

(3) The full names of candidates may be printed 
1 em high and 3 em wide (rectangular form). The photograph 
of each candidate will be printed within a square of 5 cm side, 
after the candidate's name and on the right of the ballot. 
The common symbol of the list will be printed on the right 
upper square corner 5 x 5 cm. 

Article 29. (1) The location of polling stations will be 
decided by mayors and province chiefs and declared publicly 
by September 1, 1957, at the latest. 

(2) A committee composed of a chairman, a deputy 
chairman and an even number of members (at least two) will be 
in charge of each polling station. The chairman and deputy 
chairman will be appointed by the mayors and province chiefs 
and will be chosen from among these people known for their 
seriousness and knowledge of electoral laws. The members 
are chosen by the Chairman from voters present at the polling 
station on election day. 

(3) Each list has the right to designate an 
observer in the polling station. The latter must have a 
certificate issued by the candidates, or by the off.icial 
representative of the list, and duly certified by authorities. 

(4) The committee chairman is entrusted with the 
task of supervising the voting so that it will proceed in 
conformity with the electoral law. He is responsible for 
keeping ord.er at the polling station. 

(5) The chairman is obliged to make a report 
immediately in the event of fraud or if a complaint is made 
by the candidates'representatives. 

(6) The deputy chairman assists the chairman in 
the above duties and will supervise the distribution of ballots. 

(7) The voting begins at 0700 and ends at 1700 
the same day. 

Article 30. (1) Voters have to cast their ballots personally 
at the polling stat ions; They cannot vote by mail or by proxy. 

• 

• 

• 
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(2) I'.'hen entering .. the polling booth, the voter 
is forbidden to carry weapons. He must show his voting card 
together with his identit'y card before receiving an envelope 
and ballots, 

(3) The person who distributes the ballots must 
give voters one for each list of candidates and alternate 
the sequence in which they are given to the voter. 

(4) The voter must go alone into a covered booth. 
If he wishes to vote for a certain list, he will choose the 
ballot of this list. and put it in an envelope. 

among those 
any names. 
lists. 

(5) The voter selects up to six ballots from 
given to him~ He cannot add, delete, or change 
He cannot choose names of candidates from d:l.fferent 

(6) Unused ballots must be torn apart and dropped 
in a container placed at the polling booth. 

(7) Upon leaving the polling booth, the voter 
will take ~Iith him the envelope containing the ballo1:(s), 
h'Old it high to show there is only one envelope, then drop 
it in the ballot box. 

(8) Physically handicapped voters may' be allowed 
by the conunittee chairman·to select a voter to hel:p him; . The 
conunittee chairman 'has full authority to decide On these'deses', 

(9) After the voter has cast his ballot ( s), a 
member of the conunittee iI1 charge of the polling station will 
stamp the voter's voting card- and cut thecard's'l; scorner; 
The corners cut from voting cards must be preserved for further 
che.eking against the nUll1ber of voters who ha v'eVoted. 

Article 310 (1) The ballot box has a small slot fbr' the 
passagei"of'the ballot ~ When· thevoting'be/tin,s',thE! colnmittee 
chairman opens the ballot box and shOws it to tlte publiC so 
the latter can see that it is empty. 

(2) Then the ballot box1:s closed by two different 
locks ~Ihose keys' are kept one by the cOmln1tteechsirman and 
the other· by'the oldest member of the, conunittee • 

.. (3) If, ~Ihen the voting !saVEll', a key is'missing, 
the ballot.box must be opened by any means and the fact noted 
in theJ:'eport, ' 
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Article 32. (1) If there are any signs indicating that 
there may be serious disturbances or sabotage during the 
counting of votes, mayors and province chiefs may autho­
rize the committee in charge of the polling station to 
bring ballot boxes to a more secure place to count the 
ballots. 

(2) In such cases, the following measures must 
be strictly applied: 

a. Voters and candidates' representatives 
must be informed. 

b. Before moving the ballot boxes, the 
committee chairman must seDl all ballot boxes, slots in 
ballot boxes, and two locks as vlell as necessary documents. 

c. From the start of the move until the 
counting of the votes, candidates' representatives and all 
committee members must be present. This fact \vill be entered 
in the report. 

Article 33. When the voting is over, votes ,Iill be counted 
in the following manner: 

(1) The committee in charge of the polling 
stations will appoint from among the voters present who can 
read and write a number \{ho will count ballots. They l'Iill 
be divided into groups of four persons sittlLng at separate 
desks. 

(2) The committee chairman opens the ballot 
boxes and has the envelopes counted. 

(3) After the envelopes are counted, 1;he commit­
tee chairman must have the corners of voting cards counted. 
If the number of envelopes exceeds or is less than the number 
of voters who have voted, it must be noted in the report. 
The nUinber of voters who have voted is the number of corners 
cut from the voters' cards. 

(4) The committee chairman puts some ballots 
on each desk for counting. At each desk, the-first counter 
opens the envelope and hands over the ballot to the second 
counter who reads aloud the names printed on the ballot. 
The ballot is then handed over to two other vote- counters 
who:check i1; separately and note it on thetalJ:y other vote 
counters who check it separately and note it on the tally 

J \ 

• 

• 

, • 
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sheet. When counting, the first and second counters are not 
allowed to hold anything in their hands which might make the 
ballots irregular. 

Article 34. Ballots will be considered invalid in the 
following cases: 

(1) If envelopes contain more than six ballots. 
However, if there be more than one ballot bearing names of 
the same list, the ballot will be considered valid and count 
as one vote. 

(2) If the envelope is different from those 
distributed to voters. 

(3) If envelopes are empty or contain something 
other than the ballots. 

(4) If envelopes or ballots contain additional 
llords or symbols. 

(5) If the ballots are not inside the envelope. 

(6) If ballots show additional names or the 
names of candidates have been changed or their order modified, 
or if ballots are torn in two parts. 

The committee chairman and one member of the 
committee must sign on the irregular envelope of ballot which 
will than be enclosed with the committee report stating the 
cause of the irregularity. 

If the irregular envelopes and ballots are not 
enclosed with the report the election will be annulled only in 
the case that the irregular ballots could modify the results 
of the election. 

Article 35. (1) Immediately after the counting of votes, the 
committee in charge of the polling station will prepare a 
report in quadruplicate. 

(2) At polling stations in the provinces, the 
committee chairman will post one copy of the report in his 
office .• keep one copy for himself, and forward two copies to 
the inain p6lling station at the district town together with 
the ballots and envelopes described in Article 34, if any, 
for a summing up of the results in the district. The committee 
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chairman of the. main polling station will add up the nUlllber 
of votes received by each list and prepare a report in 
quadruplicate for all polling stations within the district, 
and then post the temporary results at the district admi­
nistrative office. 

(3) Immediately after, the above-mentioned 
report will be sent to the polling station of the province 
capital. The committee chairman of this polling station 
will add up the total nUlllber of votes for each list within 
the province, write a report, and post the temporary results 
at the province headquarters. 

(4) In Saigon, Hue, Da Nang, Cam ~aUh, Da Lat 
and Vung Tau, the temporary results from various polling 
statiqnswill be transmitted to the main pollIng station 
located at the municipal admlnistrati ve office. 

Article 36. (1) Temporary results·of thf'!.elections in the 
provinces and municipalities will be transmlttEl<;i by the most 
rapid means available to the Office of the Central Election 
Ceuncil.which will anneunce the temporary.results as it 
receives them. 

Article. 37. (1) By September 13, 1967, at thelajt;,ellt, repellts 
prepared by the previnces and municipalities anq thE/enclesed 
invalid ballets and envelopes must be sent to the Central 
Electipn Counc::i:). referred to. in Article 18., 

. . ....... (2).The Council will review al1iri,'!i>~i~ p~llets or 
centested ballets, check and officially announce:. tl1.e. results . 
0.1' the election on September 13, 1967. This Council will then 
ferwe,rdthe. r.ePort and all do.cUlllents to the responsible admi­
l).is~rati:Vfjl:agency for. transmittal to the UppeI,':l!io,1f1:~!'l., which. ~jJ.l 
use them.ail,docUlllents. of proof in future validatiops ef S.enators • . '," , " " " ,- '", ".,., .,," ., 

Article 38. (1) If the Central Election counciif.i~cl~ th~t 
irreguJ4:r4.tiesll,ave been. sUfficiently serious to. efrect . the ..... 
hones~Y:a!:l,~ .. resu;I.t,S 0.1' th,e electie11, thm it will i\:e.cl!j::i'e't;be.· 
entire election invalid • 

• '< (2) .In this case, a law.: will set the date and 
pro.ce<iur,esfO.r anether election. 

>" ... ' -,' ' .. '" ,'\, - . " , '., - ',', :< " ., --" ; 
Arti9~e3.2" Electien results m1,lst be ,publishecJ,,;l.n .. tl;le Official 
Jeurne.l.o.f the .Republico.f Viet Nam.. .... i" :. : ..•. : • " , "',, '- '. 

• 

, . 

• •• 
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CHAPTER SIX 

COMPLAINTS AND PENALTIES 

Article 40. (1) After election day, voters and candidates have 
the right to complain about election irregularities; 

(2) Complaints citing reasons therefor must be 
filed personally or by registered mail at the office of the 
Central Election Council no later tban September 8, 1967. 

(3) Complaints received after the above date will 
not be examined. When it receives a complaint the Central 
Election Council must stamp the date on the complaint and confirm 
receipt to the sender. ' ' 

(4) Complaint sand enc,losed dqcument", if allY" ' 
will be submitted to the Office oft'l).e Upper HOU$e, whi\lllw!!.J,l ' 
use them in its consideration ot 'Validation of Sehat6l:'s. ' 

Article 41. Violation,s ,of, the free, and,honest" natux:e of the 
election of Senators will be punishe\i accprding'to ArtiCle 35 
through 47 of the Presidential El~ction La-w. ' ,',' ,,,', ," ,,", 

Article 42. (1) Complaints with respect to violations of this 
law must be filed at a 10Cjl.1 Conciliation Court or a local 
Conciliation CoUrt'with'Meildild Jurisdiction within three 

,days /1.fter, election day • . , ' ',' . . , ... ; 
, (2) The concerned court can examine and reach a 

verdict on complaints one day after election day at the earliest 
and ten days after election day at the latest. 

(3) Appeals can be made during a period of three 
days after the verdict is issued. 

(4) The Court of Appeal must review a case 
within ten days from the 'date of appeal. 

(5) Further appeal can be made within three days 
counting from the day of the Court t s ruling. 

(6) The Supreme Court of Appeal must review the 
case within ten days from the date of the Court of Appeal's 
decision, 
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Article 43. (1) If any candidate on any winning list is 
sentenced under provisions of Article 36, 37, 38, 39 and 
43 of the law governing the election of the first President 
and Vice-President, the Court can declare the election of 
this person invalid. In deciding on the validation of 
Senators, the Up;per House will take into account definitive 
court rulings. 

(2) In the above case, the vacant Upper House 
seat will be filled at the next regular election of one­
half of the Upper House,in accordance with Article 35, 
paragraph 2, of the' Constitution. 

(3) While awaiting a definitive court ruling, 
accused candidates who have been elected have the right to 
participate in Upper House affairs. 

Article 44. (1) All court records and records of sentence 
related to this election are exempted from stamp and regis­
tration fees. 

(2) This law will be published in the Official 
Journal of the Republic of Viet Nam. 

Saigon, 15 June 1967 

Signed: Lt. Gen. Nguyen Van Thieu 

• 

• 
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PR]}ffi MINISTER'S ELECTION SEMINAR ADDRESS ••• 

Prime Minister Air Vice Marshall Nguyen Cao Ky opened a four 
day seminar on the organization of the presidential and 
senatorial elections on 28 June at the Dien Hong Conference 
Hall. This free translation of his address on that occasion 
stresses the need for honest and legal elections and notes 
that through the achievement of democracy the nation attains 
greater international stature. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As I have said at the Armed Forces Day commemorative ceremony 
last June 19 in this very Conference Hall, during the past two 
years we have stepped from a troubled period into period of 
stability and from an unsteady political framework into solid 
democratic structures. 

The most important goal of the War Cabinet, after two stable 
years, is to build and achieve Democracy. Indeed, only by 
realizing Democracy can we settle at its very root the anti­
Communist war, obtain total victory, and ensure a decent life 
for the poor. 

That is whV the War Cabinet has regarded as a major task the 
establishment of national institutions through the forth­
coming Presidential and Senatorial elections. 

In that spirit, I have ordered the convening of this Seminar 
on the organization of the elections for these national 
institutions today. 

In the implementation of the Constitution, the election of the 
Chief of State and part of the first legislative branch'of the 
Second Republic is of an extremely important nature bearing a 
decisive character on the fate of the nation in the months to 
come, because it marks a new phase head.ing for a new direction: 
the transfer of the power from the present government to a 
constitutional government elected by the people. 

With the above-mentioned popularly elected, struetures, in the 
field of domestic affairs, our army and people willcbnsolidate 
our internal strength to achieve Democracy,'and in'the field 
of foreign 'relations, we will have complete authority and more 
prestige on the international stage. 
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In such an important scope, the responsibility of the local 
administrative authorities is very heavy in~eed: you ha~e 
to ensure the success of the elections. By success, I mean 
the active participation of the voters, the maintenance of 
security before, during and after the elections, and mostly 
the insurance of the fairness and impartiality of the 
elections. 

During the four-day seminar, representatives from the 
Security and Information Ministries and the Special Commission 
for Administration will brief you on the procedures and tech­
niques of the elections'organization, as well as security 
and information plans for the elections. The participants 
will examine every aspect of the organization of the .elections. 
exchange. constructive ideas, and discuss among them to find 
the necessary measures to ensure success for the elections. 

I would like to draw your attention on the following points: 

First, it is necessary to campaign among the people and urge 
them to actively participate in the elections. For this 
purpose there must be wide dissemination among the masses on , 
the important character of the elections vis-a-vis the nation' s 
destiny, calling attention to the fact that there must be a 
Constitutional government elected by the entire people. 

Second, the elections must be carried out perfectly. Based 
on the experience ga.ined in the Constituent Assembly and the 
Village Council elections, the provincialauthori ties must 
work out adequate and efficient security plans. 

The third point I want to stress is that you have to respect 
the free, honest and legal nature of the elections, by strictly 
respecting the free choice of the voters, and correctly 
implementing the election regulations so as to ensure complete 
impartiality and equitability towards the candidates. 

I hope that you will correctly carry out the points I have 
just mentioned, and discuss thoroughly all laws and circulars 
concerning the organization of the elections. I am sure that 
with the help of the central governmental agencies, and with 
the determination and goodwill of all the local authorities, 
the forthcoming elections will be successful. 

With this confidence in mind, I declare the Seminar open, 
and wish all of you great success. 

• 

• 

• 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR .CONDUCT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL, 
VICE-PRESIDENTIAL, AND UPPER HOUSE ELECTIONS, 3 SEPrEMBER 1967 

Republic o,f Viet Nem 
Chairman/Central Executive Co,mmittee 
No,. 9l-TT/HP/PC 

Saigo,n 17 June 1967 

CIRCULAR 

Chairman/Central Executive Co,mmittee 

to,: - Co,rps Co,mmanders co,ncurrently Government 
Delegates 

- Prefect 
- Pro,vince cniefs 
- Mayo,rs 

Co,-a\ldresses: - Vi.ceC!,\airman 

Subj: 

- Co,mmissio,ners General 
- Co,nunissio,ners 

. -, DeputY"Co_l!s;Lo,ners 
.., Speqial, ·Co,mmissioners 
" i, '-', .:, " :~ \ . 

Electipn o,f the Ji'resident, Vice-President 
i3,nd Upperf!o,~se 

Ref: Laws No,. 001/67 and No,. 002/67 signed o,n 
15 June 1967 

.:; , 

With a new,to, esti3,bl;!.shipg.na,tio,ll!1-l illst:l.tutio,ne as pro,v:i;ded 
in the co,nstitutio,n two, laws were pro,mulgated o,n.15June 1967: 

- '. Law,No,., OOl·~7,J·ixingthe pro,cedwefor .. electio,n o,fthe ' 
Pres ident and, Vice..,Pres:l.del;lt. , 

I i" 

- Law No,. 002/67 fixing the p~o,Ced~e fo,r elect1o,no,f the 
Upper Ho,use • 

. ' " . '-.,,.:' 
The two, elect;i;o,n~. dEl/!c:riged s.bove1>ri)l.l'be· he+P on Sunday 3, 
September 1967 thro,ugho,ut the,co,untryoi ," ' '" 

• !' ,". "","" 

The selectio,n o,f the Chief o,f State and a prHo of the first 
legislative bo,dy o,f the 2nd Republic has n de'~ermining 
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character that bears upon the future of the nation. 

Consequently, Prefecture, Provinces and Cities as well as all 
responsible agencies at the Central and local levels, are 
asked to do their utmost to assure a democratic election, 
that is, the election must be free, honest and lege.i:. 

The Armed Forces of the V.N. Republic and security agencies 
will actively do their part so that the election can be 
conducted in order and safety •. other agencies, as far as 
their duties are concerned, will lend support to the Prefecture, 
Province, City or its personnel in case of need, to enable the 
latter to organize the election successfully. 

Specifically, the Prefecture, Provinces and Cities should pay 
heed to the following supplemental instructions relative to 
election procedures. 

1. Election day 

The local authorities should carefully select the sites for 
voting and strengthen security· measures, so that the election 
can be held on the day prescribed in all thaplaces of the 
localities. The postponement of the election day, although 
authorized by law when due to circumstances beyond control, 
should be avoided to the maximum. 

In addition, the local election committee established in 
accordance with the election law must stay permanently with all 
its members, in Province Capitals or Cities, particularly 
on the 2nd on the 3rd of September 1967, so that they can be 
consulted on the spot should impOrtant events occur affecting 
the election process. 

2. Double ballot-box room 

Throughout the country, the voting rooms for the President, 
Vice-President and senators are organ1zedwi'tih·the double 
ballot-box room. 

In each double box room there will be two ballot-boxes: one to 
contain the ballots of the tickets for President and Vice­
President and one to contain the ballot of the tickets for 
senators; 

To facilitate the distinction, on the top of each box will be 
painted a line of words: "Election of President; and Vice­
President" or election of !'\Jpper House". 

• 

• 

• 
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3. Candidates' representlitives 

To insure the impartiality of the Government, all servicemen, 
civil-servants or cadres ~ho accept to serve as representatives 
of the canaidates in' the election campaign are required to ask 
for leave without pay 2 months prior to election day. 

4. How to request the authorities to intercede in case of 
violations of the election ~ign procedures 

In accordance,with electoral law, the candidates 'or the repre­
sentative of the ticket may request the Electoral Campaign 
Committee to take steps with the authorities to apply appropria­
temeasures to put an end to any violations if they are found 
in the election campaign procedures. 

Due to the important nature of this matter and to ascertain 
that the government is impartial, the administrative authorities 
will take action only upon request of the Electoral Campaign 
Committee that' is considered as a responsible collective agency, 
and as a result the request made by the candidates or their 
representative is not yet valid. 

5. Movement of ballot-box 

As defined by electoral law, the following provisions should 
be strictly applied regarding the subject matter: 

- If there are several signs that prove that the poll might 
be sabotaged heavily during the Vote count; 

- All slots and the lock of the ballot-box as well as the 
relevant necessary documents must be sealed up before the move. 

All provinces and municipalities are therefore requested to 
try their best to safeguard sec,urity and select the locations 
so as to aVl!lid subject move that is complicated and would 
engender complaints. 

* 
* * 

I earnestly wish that all provinces and responsible agencies 
will'ear~eriycontribute to success in the organization of 
the natfilnal:1nstitutions. 

As rega-rds:th~provisions in the electoral law of the Upper 
House, they specially concern the' "related administrative 
agency" at the central level, i.e. the Commission General 
for Revolutionary Development (S.C.A.) 

sis Air Vice-Marshal Ky' Premier Nguyen Cao 



LIST BALLOT SYMBOL 
MBER 

1. Plowing Buffalo 

2. Rice Flower 

3. Home of the People 

4. Mavinr, Hands 

5. The will of the 
People is the will 
of God 

6. White Pigeon 

7. Farmer Sowing.Rice 
Seed 

8. Incense 

9. Fatherland 

10. Rising Sun 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENTIAL SLATES . . . . . 

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
(date and place ~f 
birth, profession) 

PaAN KHAC SUU, 1905, Vinh Long, 
agricultural engineer 

HA TRUC KY,1919, Thua Thien, 
teacher 

HOANG CO BINH, 1909, 
He: ~ng, do.ctor 

LY DA1 .NGUYEN, 1930 
Bac ranh, writer 

LUU QUANG HONG, 1905, 
Da Nang,newspaper reporter 

TRUONG DINH DZU, 1917 
Binh Dinh, lawyer Saigon 
Court of Appeals 

TRAN VAN HUONG, 1903, Vinh-Long 
former teacher 

PHAMHUY CO, 1918, Phu Ly, doctor 

TItAN VAN LY, 1901, Quang Tri 
former governor of Central 
Vietnam 

NGUYENDINH,LUYEN, 
Nam Dinh, doctor 

1902, 

• • 
VICE PRESIDElITIAL CANDIDATE 

(date and place of birth, 
profession) 

PHAN QUANG llII.N, 1918 
Nghe An, doctor. 

NGUYEN VAN DINH, 1909, 
L~ng An, teacher 

LIEU QUANG KHINH, 1892, 
Can Tho, property owner 

VU ):)INH MANH, 1914, 
Phan 'lbiet, chairman of 
southern VN Veterans Force 

NGUYEN MANH HAl, 1924 
• 

Ha Dong, newspaper reporter 
• 

TRAN VAN CHIEU, 1919, 
Bien Hoa, merchant 

. MAl THO TRUYEN, 1905, 
Ben Tre, former principal 
finance and administrative 
inspector 

LY QUOC SINH, 1922, Ha Nail, 
lawyer 

HUYNH CONG DUONG, 1903, 
Dinh Tuong, notable. 

TRANVAN' THOAN, 1908, • 
Bien Hoa, assistant 
prosecutor, Supreme Court • of Appeals. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
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" 
11. White star NGUYEN VAN HIEP, 1905, NGUYEN THE TRUYEN, 1898, 

• Binh Duong, former NamDinh, chemical engineer, 
Minister of Interior, PHD in physics, notable. 
notable. 

12. Spring Flower WONG VAN MINH, 1916, 'rRAN ,NGOC LIEN, 1923, 
My Tho, former ARVN Vinh Long, lawyer, Saigon 
4-star general Court of Appeals 

13. Emanicipation TRAN THUONG NHON ,1931 NGUYEN VAN HUNG, 1920, 
Thus Thien, teacher Cho Lon, politician 

14. Map of Vietnam on NGUYEN CAN THIEU, 1923, NGUYEN CAO KY, 1930, 
VN Flag Ninh Thuan, ARVN 3-star Son Tay, soldier 

general 

15. Bunched Torches VU HONGKHANH, 1907, WONG TRUNG DONG, 1922 
VinhYen, merchant ebau Doc, merchant 

16. No more Bombs AU TRUONG THANH, 1923, YO VAN HU!Elf, 1912, 
saigon, tax advisor Ha Nam, lawyer, Saigon 

, court of Appeals. 

17. Whi te star of HOANG CHU NGOC, 1930, TIAN VAK XUYEN, 1891, 
• Liberation Above Nam Dinh, secretary Go, Cong, member Cao ])ai 

The Earth general, Cao ])ai Central Central Committee 
Commit,tee 

18. Buffalo NGUYEN DIMH Q~, 1917, TRAN OW CHAN, 1906, 
Ha Tinh,industrialist Ba Xuyen, Doctor of Letters, 
and deputy Constituent former Secretary of Education, 
Assembly tormer Director of National 

Administration 

• 
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AN INSPECTION TEAM WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE GOVERNMENT 
DELEGATE AS CHIEF INSPECTOR IS ESTABLISHED FOR EACH REGION •••••• 

Republic of Vietnam 

Prime Minister's Office 

No. 1457-ND/ffP/NV 

, 
The Chairman of the Central Executive Committee 

Considering ••••• 

. . . . . 
Decrees the following; 

Article 1 - This is to establish at each CTZ an Inspection Team 
under direct control of the relevant CTZ Commander, concurrently Govern­
ment Delegate. 

Article 2 - Each Inspection Team consists of 
• 1 Qb1ef In8p~ctor 

1 Inspector 
2 Controllers 

The Chief Inspector is concurrently assumed by the Administrative 
Assistant to the relevant CTZ Commander. 

Inspectors and controllers will be selected from among those civil 
servants of categories A and Bl having more seniority of service and ()xped.('rl.(!e in 
administration and finance. 

An Inspector is ranked as a Director in charge of aLfew services only 
and a Controller as a Chief of Service at the Commission, regarding their " 
allowances in kind and in cash. 

Article 3 - Inspectors and Controllers will be deSignated by CTZ 
Comlilanders concurrently Government Delegates through their decisions, 
but these decisions should be approved by the Prime Minister's Office. 

Article 4 - Within. the area of each CTZ, the Inspection Team takes 
charge of ; 

Controlling and pushing forward the implementation of various 
p"Hcies adopted by the government, and trying to understand the 
people's requirements and aspirations; 

Regularly inspecting various public agencies and proposing appro­
priate measures for improvement; 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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- Controlling expense and receipt items under the national, 
provincial, and village budgets, and the non-budgetary account; 

Organizing studies or special missions advantageous to the local 
administration; 

Investigating every case entrusted by the Government Delegate. 

Article 5 - The Chief Inspector will p&an a periodic inspection 
schedule, and communicate it to the Office of the Superintendent 
General. 

The CTZ Commander conourrent1y Government De1esate will let the above. 
mentioned Office !mow every "pedal inspection, if any. 

\ 
Article 6 - Results of inspections or investigations will be reported 
to the Government Delegate for deCiSion, or relevant· appropriate . 
proposals will be made and submitted to the Prime' Minister's Office 
for consideration, with copies to the Office of the Superintendent 
General, S.C.A. and commissions concerned. 

Article 7 - The Vice Prime Minister, Commissioners· General, 
Commissioners, Deputy CommiSSioners, Special CommiSSioners, and CTZ 
Commanders concurrently Government Delegate, will carry out thi.s 
Decision as far as their Duties are concerned • 

This Decision will be published in the Journal olthe Republic of 
Viet Nam. 

NO. 117/HBIfP /NSNV /NC 
Concurred 
Saigon, May 3l, 1967 
Director General of Budget 
& Foreign Aid 

sis Luu Van Tinh 

Sdgon, June. 19,·1967 
For the Prime Minister, 
Commissio~er a:t;the Prime Minist.e~·' s 
SiS Truo~ Thai Ton 

Duplicate 
For Director of Cabinet 
Deputy Director 01' Cabinet 

sis Daa Xuan Duns 
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Saigon, April 25, 1967 

Special Commissioner 
for Administration 

to 
The Prefect 
Province Chiefs 
i>jayors 
Head of Con Son Adminis­

trative Delegation 

Co- Addresses I Administta.tive Assistants to CTZs 

, , 

Subject: Census; of Population 

This Commission has; realized that cens;us; of population in the pas;t 
has; not been clear and standardized. The local and central agencies 
have usually given different figures; on population, 

This has; resul.ted from use of differertt methodS of population census, 
various criteria, different repor'tin~ 'ways,'or from cha.nges in secu­
rity conditions, especially where the,R.O"progr,am has been carried 
out forcefully and a great nUI:lber of people have been attracted to 
live in secured communities, 

This fact has greatly hindered the r'ealization of projects for social 
welfare, economy,' security ,etc" especially the reorganization of 
administrative structures ,and the 'f:,uilding of democracy (elections)', 

To correct this state of affairs an interdepartmeIitaliaeeiing was 
recently held at the Special Commi~Hlion for Administration, to study 
a population censusfor.l967. '" , " 

,;,.' 

The conference unanimously agreed on criteria and methods of popula­
tion census as indicated,'bel:dw:'" 

1, Definitions of areas where census of population will be made 

1. Secured Area - This secured area includes Saigon prefecture, 
various municipalities, villages, hamlets, province capitals, district 
towns, and other villages and hamlets whare elections of village coun­
cils, haLl1et chiefs and deputy hamlet chiefs may be held during 1967. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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2. ~~i-secu~ed Area - This semi-secured area is composed of all 
villages and hamlets where Village Administrative Committees and Ham­
let Executive Boards are designated temporarily (village and hamlet 
elections cannot yet be held due to lack of security condition). 

3. Uncontrol.led area - This area covers all localities where 
vihlage a;d~amlet'~~inistration is not yet set up. 

II. ?~c.edure governing cen~s of the p0.Eulatio~.: 

1.. !n .:~~£.u.E.ed areas - Census of the populati-:m will be conducted 
by local administrative committees. 

In Saigon and in other cities, by Chiefs of quarters and sub­
quarters, by street counciJ$ work.ing in coordination with ChiefS cf 
inter-families, 

In provi.nces, by Chairman of Village Administrative Committee 
and by Hamlet Chiefs. 

The foll.owing documents will be referred to in conducting a census 
of the popul.ationz 

• Fami.ly book 

• 

• 

Civi~. Status certificate 
ID card and relevant information 
Vo"ter.s l list 
Other j,n,fornation available at anti-communist refugee resettle­

r.lent centG:':::: and return,Gos' centers. 
Report prepaTed by workers in charge of the census, 
P-,"'1dany other inrcrI'ilation deemed helpful to the census, 

2. In semi.-secured area,s - Family book, civil status certifi­
cate, ID card,.v;)ters' list and report prepared by various teams of 
workers i.n the area will be used as reference. 

In addition, other inforI'ilation on the population provided by 
workers in charge of the census can be used • 

In areas where entry is impossible, a Committee at District 
level chaired by the District Chief concerned and composed of repre­
sentatives of the army, police, regional forces and popular forces 
will be established. This Committee will work in cooperation with 


