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STATE OF TIlE NATION ~lESSAGE OF 

PHESlJ)ENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU 

To The Joint Sessi.on Of 1'he National Assembly 

25-1-1968 

Mr. President of the Senate, 
gr. President of the House, 
D'istinguished Senators and ReprElsentati ves, 
Lad,ies and Gentlemen, 

Since the day the Constituti::m ,'ras proc1a:tmed,'on April 1, 
1967, our country has gone throUGh almost one year 'in time, and th:JUSh it had many difficulties and challenges, it also gathered many encouraginG results. From a Constitution proclaimed as a 1egis1atl,ve act on principles, we have 
gradually materialized those principles into reality. From the temporary executive and legislative organis'ms, we have moved to the constitutional ones ,aad today marks the first formal and direct meeting ,bet~leen the Executive and Legis-
1at~ve powers in a joint session of the National Assembly. 

As Chief of the Executive, duly elected by the People, I sincerely ,re1come you, Representatives of the Nation I s 
Legislative povler, and I hope that the re1a'tions betv1een the Executive and Legislative ;1ill be fostered in order to better serve our Nation and ,People's interests. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Due to the pressing situation of the country, the day I have been watting for has come, for the two Houses have already finished preparing their status and elected their official secretariats as well ,as the special committees in order to operate efficiently • 
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F~r this reas~n, I c~mehere today to present to you the 
actual situatbn of our c~untry, our national l?~licy, the 
G~vernmentfs pr~gram ~f actions and the proposed budget for 
1968. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Three years ago, the Communists opened large-scale operations 
throughout and inside ~ur territory, from the provinces of 
the s~uthern I Corps, the central Coastal Z~ne, the central 
Highlands, t~ the Soutlmestern and Southeastern provinces. 
In 1965 alone, there ,qas a time 'fhllri the enemy ~lanted to 
divide our country into many isolated zones so as to surround 
and destroy us. ' 

However, from mid-1966 to this date, our Armed Forces and 
our Aliieshave·repeatedJ.y defeated the enemy in all battle .. 
fields. The southern part of the DMZ" as ,,,ell as the bases 
along the Central Coastal Zone and the famous sa1e .. havens 
in the South-East andSouth-Hest \fere'gradually 'e:l!ther 
Cleaned up or occupied'. ' 

To~rard the end of 1967, \fith the cessation of important but 
costly battles taking place in the past few months from'the 
South of the 17th parallel to Dakto,Phuo(! Q,ua, !Loc Ninh,' 
Bo Duc ••• we' have Seen that from the big, operations in 
preparation for its general offensive ~lar in 1965, the enemy 
~Ias gradually forc,ed to a holding position in 1-966, and: to 
a defensive one today. The majo:rity of the unit's from"the 
Division to the Regiment level 'fere wiped out 'of ,t'heir ;strong 
base camps, and especially in the;last'monthSof1967, despite 
the fact that the enemy was stillal!>le to eonduatsome large 
battles, they all took place along the frontiers and the DMZ, 
and there was not any important battle deep inside our 
territory. 

, T,,/o yea:rs ago, the enemy was thinkill@' ofdi iridingotlTcountry 
in orde:r to; 'destroy ull \" but they 'fere gradual!l.Y pushed, to the 
point from ~me!'e they could not launch a1'!y' importantolt'fensi ves 
"Iithout retLyine; on',bases "bey61'1d' bur frol'ltiiera: ' 
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In the last three m:mths of 1967 alone, enemy's casuC\lties were up to.,22,500, and around 9,000 weapons of all kinds were seized. 

In 196'r especially, the enemy lo.st around 96,000 soldiers (an increase of 52% over 1966) and 32, 785t<eapons (all increase of 66% over 1965). 

Compared to ours,. the enemy's casualties are increasing everyday. The ratio of friendly to enemy forces killed in 1965 ,ras 1/2, in 1966 H "ras 1/5, and in the firstmpnths of 1967 it was 1/6. The ratio for weapons seized has changed from 1/3 to 1/1,5, and to l/lf. There were also 26,.157 V.C. returnees in 1967, a record number until novT. ,The enemy's recl'uiting capacity in the South has decreased by 50% in 1967, thus forcing them to drat't youngsters. 111, to 16 years of' age ,to use women t::> re:;>lace the guerillas, to try to attack jails and release the prisoners in order to strengthen the number of their units. 

Their t::>tal strength has decreased despite their ef'fortsto infiltrate from the N01'th in order to make up for. tneir depleted units and their difficulty in ~ecruHing in the South. The number of' fighting men in the5.rvar~ous units has also decreased. 

Throughout 'the past tIro years, the enemy tried desperately to force a victory at any cost, first aiming at the U.S. FQrces, in order t:J attract the world's attention and stir the U.S. public opinion, and last hoping to use thevictQry Qn the battlefield as a bargain at the negotiati:Jn table. 

The enemy also tried butf'ailed tQ create political unstabi-' lity in the rear, thus preventing us from building a l:lgal Government and,Democracy. 

Through various ';linter-Spring, Fall-I'linter campaigns the enemy's hopes to end the war by a military victory were completely crushed. . 

In the p1!l,ins".,tl).e e;:emy.J\O ;Lol'laer ,I).asthe.,al:lil~t¥ to ,launch an all-out. offens~Y:fI'~gaflllst ~hllC\a~E!~!tqW~S:c\/lI.,d,d;L~tit'i9t towns, thus th~y lire f'orcep.to usemortar'attaciks and terrorism.. Their ta.ctic was aimed at sha-king.~1ablicts 



donfidence and discrediting the Government, but on the 

military viewpoint, it demonstrated a weakness rather 

than strength. 1:1hen the regional forces can no longer 

support the guerillas efficiently, and 11hen the main-core 

units are isolated from the regional forces, then their 

mutual support can no longer exist, consequently, their 

general offensive can no longer be realized. 

Their rear bases in the North, being destroyed, their direct 

infiltration network, being harassed,and although North 

Vietnam has used many new infil'i;ration routes and safe­

havens, the replacement strength of the North is no longer 

in abundance for production and self-defense purposes as 

,lell as for infiltrat. ion , as 11as the case in the past. The 

question of feeding an expeditienary fercehaving lest the 

support of the regional ferces has beceme an unsolvable 

preblem fer Nerth Vietnam. 

'rhe N::>rth Vietnamese high-ranking ::>fficials certainly under­

steed mel"e than anyb::>dy else that they cannet achieve a 

t::>tal victery, but 'lith their remaining capability they 

still nurture a last h::>pe f::>l' victor~'. 

This year being an election year in oUr most important 

allied countl'y, namely the Unitec1 States, the Cemmunists 

take advantage of the occasion and fully utilize all 

propaganda and pelitical maneuvers; they launch a false 

peace offensive alonz with their military eff'::>rts which at 

the present time take place vlith vehemence in the ai-ea south 

of the Dl-iZ ana. some plnces of the Hie:hlands. They also 

increase their sabotage, shelling, and terror campnigns in 

'I;he Delta provinces • Furthermore, there is a propaganda 

movement for a coalition government. All the above mentioned 

effClrtsaim, at consolidating the morale of the people, the 

8rmy, the cadres in the NClrth as well as in the South before 

their total collapse. 

viith regard tCl national security, mention should be made of 

many important successes in 1967, namely: 

control has been regained on 95)& of the rice cultivated 

and heavily: populated areas in the II Corps; 
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better security c::mc1itbns on roads and. wuter"Tays 
,Tere observed in 1967 as compared to 1966; 

the length of secure r::>ads increased by 660km;. 

the length ::>f roads ,·rhere armed escort ,·rus required 
decreased by 500km; 

.;, by the end of 1967, traffic on Na\ional Route No.1, 
from Saigon to Ben Hai, ,·,as reestablished.; 

in additbn, 209km of raihray VTere restored, thus 
increasing the t::>tal operation network to 519km. 

If North Vietnam stubbornly avoids a peace talk because 
they'had neither a military nor a political victory, then, 
>rith its rate of increasing defeats it ,;111 not be long 
before North Vietnam must decide to end the war gradually. 

But as I have also presented, until North Vietnam has to 
bo" totally to decide either to negotiate or stop the v,ar, 
they still are able to increase their military and sat>otage 
efforts, at least in the course of this year. Along ,,,ttl'! 
their military offensives and sabotage acti::>ns "e should 
expect many m::>re propaganda campaigns and efforts to stir 
up the p::>pulation in our towns and cities; thus, in this 
respect ,,,e should be vigilant, arid strongly oppose them. 

The abovementioned facts do not permit us to be t::>o 
optimistic and believe that peace will SO,)11 cOrne as a 
miracle. On the contrary, we must kno" to exploit the 
actual Communists' failures as ",ell as our victorieS in 
view of shortening the 'lIar and establishing peace under the 
most favorable conditions for our side, thiis bringing usa 
guaranteed and durable peace upon "hich. vTe.ean rebuild and 
develop our nation ,on a·strong and .lastingbas:l.s. . -, " 

Moreover, it is a common knovlledge that ,vie ~re fighting 
for ow self~defE)nse, a,nd theVietl).amese.ar:e!~,peace-loving 
people; theref::>re,we, "ill ahlay.s "e+qj:'liI)~,\1l'~ac'~ initiativ:es; 
provided that peace is a Just peace Which 'gua~'antees our 
Independence, Freedom, and Democraqy, .s,q'ktSUpPX:E)sses the 
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sufferings long endured by the Vi"etnamese of both the 
North and the South. 

HOlvever, \'Then Ive talk about Peace, in other Vlords the end 
of the ,~/8r , it is necessary for US to mention that the 
prupose of the present struggle of the Republic of Vietnam 
is simply a self-defense Hal' aGainst, the aggression of the 
Communist North. 

Inunediately after the signature of the 1954 Geneva 
Agreement, North Vietnam has violated it by leaving behind 
hundreds of arms caches scattered everYl1here and numerous 
disguised cadres in the South. 

Later., CommUnist NVN infiltrated into SVN in ever increasing 
numbers of cadres, \'Teapons and large miJ,.itary units. 
captured North Vietnamese soldiers as Vlell as captured 
documents have amply proven this aggression, aimed at the' 
destruction of SVN and the :Jverthrol'T by force of the Govern­
ment of the RVN. 

The ICC, in its Special Heport of June 2, .1962, has clearly 
testified to this aggression. 

The bom13ing of NVN, as ~Iell as the presenc:e of allied troops 
in SVN, I,hich foll:med by many years th'e start of Communist 
aggression, are the only measures in response to Communist 
aggression. Therefore, any solution toward peace should 
begin by the cessation .of· Communist infiltratiOn and asgressive 
activities. To ask, us t.o stop our defensive measures bef.ore 
the aggression st.ops, is to' ask us to ,surrender to the enemy. 
The RVN and the other freedom-loving, c.ountries Vlill never 
accept this c.ondition. 

The b.ombing of NVN is the response to the ~Ih.ole apparatus of 
Communist aggreSSive activitie's, incIuding Communist in­
filtrat.ion across the borders ,,,' ae lve11 as guerilla attacks, 
subversion; sab.otage, ,and terro,r;i.sm .•. in SVN. Theref.ore, 
the bombing of NVNcan be st.opped orilyaI'ter NVN has stopped 
all their aggress:i.ve activities mentioned above. - "" ' . 

The cessa'l:ion of infiltration by itself is, n.ot sufficient, 
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because infiltration is only a part in the Communist 
system of aggression • 

Besides,it is the part whose cessation is the most difficult 
to control in view of the lengthy borderline across vast 
areas covered by jungles and mountains, especially on the 
frontiers between North and South Vietnam, and bet;reen Viet­
nam - Laos - Cambodia. 

We should also try to avoid falling into the stratagem of 
NVN which strives to separate e.rtificially the war in tile 
North from the war in the South. In fact, these are only 
two battle fields of the same Vlar, as illustrated by the two 
following reasons: 

1. The battlefield above the 17th parallel is caused by th.e 
NVN aggression in SVN. 

2. Communist .NVNdirects and organizes the war of aggression 
against the RVN. To stop the bombing of NVN alone will not 
bring back peace to Vietnam. 

The scheme of NVN .is to require our cessation or' bombing 
in the North and then to bring pressure on us to negotiate 
with and to recognize the so-called INLF".leading to a 
"C9aHtion Government" with the Communists. NVN hopes, by 
that detour, to conquer the RVN by political means, through 
a soiution by which the communist elements constitute a fifth 
column inside our administrative machinery and even at the 
high level of our Government itself.. .This, VIe can never 
accept. 

If the Communists reduce infiltration altogether with other 
aggressive and subversive activities in SVN, the bombing of 
NVN can also be reduced in the same proportion. Since the 
bombing of NVN is only a defensive measure, it cannot be 
stopped until the aggression itself has compieteiy stopped. 

The defensive character of the bombing "'f NVN needs to be 
better undellstCi6d by public opinion in our' country and abroad. 

In the past two years, at each bombing.pause, the Communists 
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took advantage o~ it to increase their in~iltration and 
prepare greater assaults against our installati::ms. 

The bombing of NVN constitutes a measure of dissuasion 
~or NVN to stop its aggression. I~ the Communists maintain 
their aggressive ambitions, ;le shall have to increase our 
pressure in order to bring peace nearer, and shorten the 
suf~erings of the entire vietnamese population. 

The Communists are ~ly aware of the effectiveness of our 
response. There~ore, they concentrate all their political 
and propaganda e~forts to bring pressure on us to stop our 
most efficient method ~f de~ense. They have, to a certain 
extent, succeeded in confusing public opinion on this issue;, 
because 'tlhile the international press focussed their 
attention on, and gave ~l publicity to the isolated. cases 
in which our pombings created casualties among the. civilian 
population, they have not sufficiently brought to public 
attention the numerous cases of brutal murders, assassina­
tions, and shellings committed by the VC against women, 
children, the innocent civilian populati::m as well as .local 
o~ficials in the districts, villages and hamlets in SVN. 
l'he question there~ore has been o~ten placed ,in an unbalanced 
peJ:'spective, creating emotional reaction in the ,·rrong 
direction. 

In. summary, for the·RVN the purpose o~ o)lr present struggle 
is sil)1.piJ,ythe de~ense o~ our national independence, and 
the; :prEl~ervation for our people o~ the ~reedom to clloose 
their .. -~INr of li~e, and their system o~ Government. 

The RVN ha·s made many sacri~ices in this' struggle to defend 
thes:e ~d.Elals, and ,~e are longing for the reestablishlnent of 
peac~_,,:J;:;t.Put an end b the destruction and su~ferings, and 
to oe .. !i!:RiLe to devote all our human and n~tural resources to 
the a:'ecQn~.tr"llctbn and development of this country. But 
peace:~~o"lJ,a: be made '_-rLth honour, and in c:m<li'.i:ms "hic:h 
can pres.erve Freedar.l, Inclepeuclence ,aand Democre.cy, at:ler,'7ise, 
so r.la!ly. EpjLdiers of this n8ti:m and a.llied c:luntries 1-Th:l 
~ought .to·.it~:f'end these ideals, would have died iri vain, and 
stabili. t;y: a:s~Tell as a durable peace in the H:;)rld ,-Tould be 
seil':l~$iI.'f j!.eopardized. . 
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The positi::>n of the HVI'i "lith regard t::> the rest::>ration of peace has been s::>lemnly stated at the Hanila Summit Conference ::>n Octobcr 25, 1966. . The HVN llil1 maintain that position which can be sUJ:lI1led up in these f::>lloving six points: 

1: Communist agc;ressbn under all its forms sh::>u1d stop; 

2. The territorial integrity of the RVN must be guaranteed; 

3. The reunification of Vietnam should be decided by the free choice of the entire p::>pu1atbn ::>f Vietnam; 

4. The RVN puts int::> effect the Natbna1 nec::>nciliation pr::>gram, t::> "le1c::>me int::> the Natbna1 C::>lnrilunity all the elements ::>f' the popu1atbn, in the framework ::>f the C::>nsti­tution adopted by the elected representatives'::>f the Nation; 

5. The HVN ,li11 request allied tro::>ps to "ithdra<1 from Vietnam, after the military and subversive units of NVN will have stopped their infi1trati::>n and agc;ressive 
activities, and withdrawn from SVN; 

6. The people of Vietnam require effective internati::>na1 guarantees for the imp1ementati::>n ::>f the above mentioned points. 

We are fighting for self-defense, and to preserve freedom. We are anxbus for an early restoration of peace but 1~e have to be vigilant. 

As I have stated in my inauguration speech of October 31, 1967, I shall not over1::>::>kany opportunity I1hich may bring to us peace l1ithhort::>urand freedom, and I have already actively explored the !lvehues which may lead to a fruitful negotiation with the North Vie'lnamese authorities. I believe strongly that the war in Vietnam lOgically should be discussed, in the first place,. among the leaders of both N::>rth and South Vietnam, . 

Recently, lqith regard t::> thereEistf!'bHshpi~I')~()f peace in Vietnam, mention has beenmad:e of the. coo\f:ening of an inter·­national conference on the basis of the 1954 GenevaCbnfer:­ence • 
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On this question" ~lhen the convening, of an international 
conference appears indicated, in my view it can only 
begin after a complete cessation of b,ostilities; in other 
words, together with the cessation of bombing in NVN, 
~ aggressive activities of NVN in SVN should be stopped. 

As you remember, during the Korean war, the Communists 
dragged the negotiations for t,'IO years, and killed more 
allied soldiers dUring the negotiation than before. ' 

In Vietnam, the Communists can in addition take advantage' 
of the negotiations to increase their infiltrations, and 
strengthen their guerilles bases, .,hile making pressure 
to require our cessation of defensive bombing. 

In other respect, concerning the compOSition of a future 
conference on Vietnam, from a logical and realistic stand­
point it seems to me that such a conference should naturally 
include only the Governments of the countries closely 
involved in the war. In this regard, not only is the nature 
of the present war completely different from the ~Iar 
previously >laged by the French in Indochina, but the 
countries participating in the t~IO .{ars are also very 
different. I conceive therefore that the countries' having 
an active ,role in this ~/8r, in particular the countries 
,{hose sons are fighting in the present confl:i.ct, and the 
countries participating in the maintenance of peace and 
security in this area, are qualified to participate in a 
conference on Vietnam. 

Another ,point which needs to ,be clarified is'the fact that 
Jthe1954 Geneva Agreements ,rere basically only an Armistice 
Agreement concluded bet"reen the French and the Viet Minh 
High Commands, to establish the modalities of ceasefire and 
regrouping of belligerent forces., There ~rere no legal 
clauses with regard to Vietnamese political problems in the 
1954 Geneva Agreements. ' 

The Vietnamese political problems naturally fall ~rithin the 
sovereign jurisdiction of Vietnam, and nor'mally are to be ' 

, solved by agreements betveeJ:\ tpe leaders of N::>rth and South 
Vietnam. ' 
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rurthermore, the question of guarantees for faithtul implementation of an agreement is also very important • As it is well known, the Viet Minh violated the 1954 Geneva Agreements as s::Jon as these Agreements ~Tere signed, by leaving behind them in SVN, arms caches and'cadres, and ::Jbstructing a large number ::Jf our fellow countrymen in the North who chose. freed::Jm and wishes ,to go South. 

An::Jther example is the violati::Jn by the Communi,ts ::Jf the 1962 Geneva Agreements on Laos, according to l~hllch the C::JmmunistE! ~Tere required to withdraw their trooris from Laos. Instead., the Communist NVN tr::Jops, mingled with the Pathet-Laos, con tinue to occupy Laotian territorr, to u~e it both as a base for inflltration intoSVN, and a military p::Jsition t::J threaten, on a permanent basis', the independence ::Jf Laos. 

Therefore, we sh::Juld n::Jt assume that an international c::Jnference will necessarily lead to a peace agreement. Furthermore, on the basis of past experiences, lqe should not assume that , :mce l~e have a peace agreement, we shall necessarily have a genuine and durable peace. 

Although we have actively expl::Jred all means to end thel1ar .. thr::Jugh neg::Jtiati::Jns, but if the C::JI'tllllunists are still stubb::Jrri­::Jr try t::J use tricks to lure us', then lqe Should intensify our pressure to force the C::Jmmunists to end their aggression soon. 'The C::JmmunistEi NVN made n::J secret of their strategY::J! attri­tion, in ~lhich they count on ::Jur weariness in this struggle. They also rely on the fact that, after a period::Jf time, the Chinese Communists will have II better arsenal of nuclear weapons and missiles, to pr::Jvide a more powerful support to their expansi::Jn in S::Juth-East Asia. 

Therefore, we should always keep in mind that, to have peace, a genuine arid long.lasting peace fo'!' Vietnam and S.o~th East,Asia, we .sh::Juld make greater efi::Jrts'and sacrifices in order t::J aV::Jid the danger of slavery for ourselves, ali<;l also f::Jr the generations to come. 

In the present struggle,the United States is our principal 

'. U ,-



ally, because the two nations share the same ideals on 

, freedom and democracy, as well as common aspirations for 

a ~lorld in which frontiers cannot be unilaterally changed 

by the force of arms. 

The American ' Government has also recognized that if 

communist expansion is, not checked on time, security of 

other free natiohs will be sooner or later jeopardized. 

The role of the US in VN today is not different from its 

role in Europe in the two World Wars. Communist NVN with 

the support of communist China, and their aggressive 

strategy for conquest based on infiltration, subv~rsion, 

sabotage, and terrorism, constitute to South-East ASia a 

threat no less serioul> than the one posed to the security 

of Europe by Nazi Germany during l'Iorld War II. Likewise, 

if the Communists succeed in taking over all of Vietnam, 

and expanding over South-East Asia, the balance of power 

will be seriously disrupted and will gravely affect the 

chance for international se'curity and a durable peace in 

the world. 

Therefore, the RVN is fully justified in requesting the 

assistance and receiving the help of the US and other free­

dom loving countries, in resisting communist aggressibn .. 

In their devious propaganda, the Communists naturally try 

to picture us as lacking independence vis-a-vis theUS, 

This propaganda is not 1~ithout regrettable effects on inter­

national public opinion. 

Conversely, in some friendly countries, a certain'nUJllber'" 

of people, without prior examination hasover_dramatiZled , 

the differences, real or imaginary, between the Vietnames:e ' ' 

and American Governments, and seem to expect all the vi,e~l_ 

,points and approaches of the V1etmlmase' Gover,nment, to be, 

alwaysident,ical to those of theiAm<;llJ:':icanGovernment; The'se 

ex]!}ectations are not realistic ,becEmse'rtllxeydl:o' not cdnf'orm 

to t1:)e ,actual situation; ,:ewrthermore, 'Dhey,are harIllful to 

our common cause, because the Commun:ists exploit these 

manifestations to push their propaganda line, in which they 

pretend to be the standard 15e&rersof the "liberation"of 

the South. 
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In our search for a peacefuJ. solut.ion, although the RVN 
has'encoUI'agedand requested friendly Governments and even 
neutral Governments, .to make. parallel. efforts· with us to 
explore the possibility 'IThich may lead to peace "ith honour, 
the RVN maintains the position that in aU offici~l pro~ 
posals relating to the future of the . Vi! people,. the Viet~ 
namese Government should have the principal,role, other..rise 
the. prestige of our common cause "ill be harmed, and "e 
will give ammunition to communist propaGanda, 

In fact, as I have .mentioned .above, the HVN shares the same 
ideals and the same basic purposes with the flJiendly 
coul1tries which are fighting side by side ,rith US. in VN. 
However, in the approe.ches toward the achievement of these 
purposes, the emphasis to give to each question may not be 
identical in aU circumstances, That is why, in addition 
to the reguJ.ardiplomatic relations, which are very close 
and naturall;y very friendly between us and. the AUied..Govern~ 
menta, there are Summit,Neetings and Neetings at the,leyel 
of Foreign Ministers ,so' that AUied Governments .can exchange 
vie,,,s, and iron out differences when they exist, 

Concerning the question of peace negotiations, the American 
Government has pledged., and on ,January 15, 1968, Secretary 
of State Dean Rusk has renewed the pledge, that there could 
be no decisions by the American Government on negotiations 
witliu;lUt prior fuJ.l ,consultations with us, and that. the US 
upholds thtl basic principles tMt the SVN peoplje must 
determine their o,m futul;'e ,qithQut extern!!l in1i<;lrference, 

Besides, the position of President Johnson on peace negoti~ 
at ions as stated in his San Al'ltonio speech ·las·t September 
and !:lis State of theUnil:lll Message to the,1,)S,Congress on. 
Jan1.lary 17" 1968, seems .to :me,V6l;'y l;'Elalis:bi\l in.requesting 
SQlid. ,gue.ra'l1tees before. the bomliliJ;).g of ,Nortb.Yietnam coUld· 
~top. 

'-; ; 

.i!:I'): .the, ,COllllllon efforts to resi1llt .cPlllIlluniSt$g(!;reISSi3ll, unity 
iSillllit:Lspenaable .t.o.final Ilucceslil,anq Will Rlp..01!lJ4 lile"j2areful 
not.,!!o fal;!. into tl;le. pOllllll\J.nist 's,tl;'atagl!ll»"Pf: fostering 
divi~~cml. !ltll;tween. us . and,., 'o\.4!' ,All:1.l!!s " :',; 

T0gil;l;l~r,.i w~ tl1l 'cup UliIllS,. ve aI'S devoting,'aJ+;, QU(1/, I!!ffort~ 
to achieve a durable peace in freedom and justice, and to 

,1,[ 
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build an international community basecl on mutual'respect, 
and: frie'ndly cooperation for conunon security and prosperity. 

On this occasion, I would like to express again the heart­
felt gratitude of the Republic of Vietnam for the selfless 
assistance of friendly countries at this crucial period of 
history which will determine the future of Vietnam and South 
East Asia. 

To face the treacherous and s.tubborn attitude of the 
C9l1llllUnists"naturally we ought to put ups, continuous fight 
and also increase our forces so that an early victory can 
be attained •. In the .meantime, our efforts tO~lard peace ~Till 
be increased. 

Spurred by the successive victor,ies in .1967, the Republic of 
Vietnam Armed Forces, with a modernization program in 
armaments, in equipments, and in.logistics, will increase 
its activities in a t,~o-pronged program: support for' the 
pacification program and pursuit of .the·enemy through the 
search and destroy operations. 

Regional Forces, Popular Forces, Revolutionary Development 
Cadres and Combat Youth will be reinforced and ~lith their 
efficiency improved ,they ,~ill play an important role in 
holding and controlling the territory g!l.ined, and this. w:U11 
give our ,Regular Forces a free hand in sweeping off 'the 
enemy regular~. Our Armed Forces will then be able to 
replace gradually the Allied Forcies. 

To kee.p the soldiers' morale high, the Government 11!1:il,'" 
coordinate the efforts to better the lot of·thesliildie:t;s and 
to better the living conditions of the Soldiers,aoo'tbe:lil'" 
families. 12,000 houses will be built for 'marrflid' lSolldiers, 
and at the same time 1,420 other houses will be built in'the 
Army Conununity villages in Saigon, Dalat, and Danang. lf7 
retail stores selling foodstuffs "lill be cre!l:lled,IM~d managed 
by the Army Office of Supply, 20 other $u.pport"FIll!:lInS "ill 
also be created to supply fresh foods':at llG'W pl'iceto the 

,A:rmy units, and to distribute them'frel9'to·the·soldiers. 

Besides, the Psy-~tar activities dealing wHllPthl9 'pOlitical 
<;ri<j 
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indoctrination, the Army Social Welfare, the campaigns 
against the enemy proselyting efforts will be continued 
and developed. Especially the campaign against corruption 
will receive an impetus stronger than ever. 

The training program of soldiers will be changed drastically 
to fit the new needs. The National Defense College will 
be inaugurated very, soon. The training program alid the plan 
to merge the Popular Forces, the Militia and the RD cadres 
into an unique Military-Civilian Force will be realized. 

Finally, the partial mobilization program will be carried 
out to increase the fighting potential of our forces. 

With regard to this subject, I want to explain clearly that 
the new mobi1:ization policy is aimed mainly at the 
reinforcement and the beefing up of the Armed Forces, but 
the new policy will not affect much all other activities 
·in the country, nor will it perturb other factors of our 
National Potential. The new policy will be carried out 
absolutely in a strict and just manner, so that all our 
Y9ung men can contribute to'the struggle against ,the commu­
nist aggression, and thus will help, bring, an early peace to the 
country, so that 1111 can join in the Reconstruction and 
Building of the Nation • 

The ,sa1:ient points in the mobi1:ization policy are: 

- An intelligent and well-coordinated use of the human 
resources to beef up the Armed For,cefil enab1:ing them to face 
favorably the Communists in the fieldS. 

In the rear, our young men, ,who still are able to go to 
school, will 'be allowed to continue to study until the day 
of their graduation. Then they will relieve those who had 
fulfilled their military service to allow the letter to go 
back to civilian life,. 

The war we are fignting is a special kind of war, with special 
characters. We have to fight and at the same time we have in 
our hand a reconstruction job. ThUs, tlie forces fighting in 
the front should be solid and the forces in the rear should be 
'in e. state ofr~adiness. ,:Besides, the'format:i.on of cadres, 

d,,:: 
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experts, officials inthe administ'rative, e~onomic and 
social branches sh:lUl</. be c::mtinued so that, once peace 
is restored, we ~TUl have enough talentEld and efficient 
cadres to rebuild the country. 

Thus, those students 'Th::> have been successful:!:n their ,Tork 
wUl be deferred. They wlill be al101'Ted to continue to 
study until graduati::>n. hO~Tever, to prepare fur a reserve 
f::>rce to be committed in ~n emergency, all students '~·ill 
receive their basic preparll-tory mUitary training "ThUe 
they are still in school." 

This basic preparatory military training is aimed at 
giving the stude.nts. the necessary military skillss.imUar, .' 
t::> that of a soldier train.edin a regular Army Trai,~in.,g" ,.' 
Center. The, after graduation, the students "ill bl'lcalled 
to serve as reservists. . " 

~A:!_ 

Besides, t::>. all::>w th::>,se vriJ.::> are beyond the age of. .')(11" 

c::mscripti::>n to pe.rticipate in the Natbnal Defense .. (. 
efforts, ~ mUitary training program, a . refresher ~i~;t.~~#'k'4 
course .'.ThL. ch ,dll ?e ,::>,ffe.r .. ed to the Cinl S?rvMts : .... ~\'5. ~f:: .. ".; ..•.. l.·. 
33 year,s ::>f age. ,all bEl consJdered. The C~vil SerV1t,n!1l%::,(j;, . 
will be responsible for t~e securi ty o~ the ag?ncie~;;~Jj:~",'t,(\ 
they 1V::>rk. They 1'Till rel~eve the' sold~ers ass~gned ·there; 
this ,:,ill allo" t~e latt~r to be transferred to th.%:1~~,ts'.;t'l" 
fight:lng in the f~eld. 

REVOLU.Ti01UffiY DEVELO;E>MElJT 

Due to the continuingeff::>rts by tiJ.e soldiers end cs,~)~~;j;"·<~'. 
th,El~~;V9;Lutionary Developmecnt pr::>gram had made 
progr<ll,s~·. ,.,I1;l1966, and the ':six first months of 
SUc,I;ElIld:'ed in: 

.·"the· bu:!1ding of 787 NmT Life Hamlets and re,cur)E!r,a1!~lii): 
977.774 pe.ople un(1er :J1ll' c::>ntrol; 

" ) ! -: " ' ~ -,', 

• "I~~e;t~e!ip;\'orcement :>f 846 !leu lJife Hamlets 
1,lp'~i,il't}\J',:h"d.~. 6vera Inilli::>!! people; 

,:,,:b.~~,d:~i~t9pment of :1,235 already pacl.fied.N~~ 
involvl.~ over 5 millions people. 
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Thus, the number of the population under the c.ontl'ol of 
the Government has increased to almost 10 millions (as a. 
matter of fact, the figure is 9,827,061~), including over, 
2 Illilli:ms livinG in the Capita],. The btal lIatio of the 
controlled population is 7r:Jj, • 

'tlUhin the Hevolutbnary Development progr,am, about 15 
millions seecllings of all sorts, and 13 milli:)n fishing 
devices ~Iere distributed b the population and 2 ,116 class­
r:):»)'lS (with 3,322 teachers recruited) ~lere :)pened in the 
hamlets. 

This year, :)ur efforts will be directed b,T!:irds the 
substantial increase :)f the controlled area,. 9yl;the build· 
ing of NeVi Life Hamlets, Pacification Haml~t,s i ·.and by the 
reinforcement of the completed New.Life HeJnIets'toprevent 
them from slipping back into the hands of til.e 'enemY .. At 
the same time, for each province, .re willfix~.''l~~:,rangl;l 
program for at least 3 years I.,hose aim iS'directed at the 
long sought security and the Nel., Life Development. 

VI,: ,:,ill tra~n. more cadr,es and recx:~rt .•..•.... m. ~.'.'t;Y.'. , .•• 9.t.ly.~,~,Military. 
C~nlian tuuts, to serITe in the ~ilding.l?r?~;.'am C,f 2,400 
other Hamlets' ili.vol ving another'~lnil~t3n':~~?~e... . 

:-he . primary edu.cati. onp.rogram ... an~.t.ll.. e.··. c. a@l!.· •. :.'.;~~. ·gg .. it.·.·.'· .. a.g .. a.in~t 
~ll:Lteracy in the rwal a.reas will, b!!! stflE!~\1.~nEjil nth 
provisions for 2,700 classrooms'(ariCi3"00 teachers) and 
890 classes to teach oldsters how to write and. read. 

. , \'''-:'-,. ",,' ',J" 

The Public Health program in the hamlets w111 'cail for the 
creation of 198 maternity lvards and the reb'tuttinlent of 
needed personnel. . 

The Government 1;111 increase efforts to proyidebetter 
facilities such as the construction of 500km of.new roads, 
the r"Wair of 200 other kilometers, thEi,co~~truction of 150 
ferry landings, 42 market-places, the dred@\tng olf' 120km 
of canals and the construction of 920.8.1)111, d:l.ll;i~s, culverts 
and ir:rigation channels to reinforc~ the ~liml1c facili­
ties serving an area covering some. J~00. ~O acres • 
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To implement expediti,:)Usly and efficiently the above 
program, e. Nat,ional Congress for Revolutionary Develop­
ment will be convened to set the proper and efficient 
measures for each area. 

OPEN ARMS 

The Government is'concentrating its efforts in the develop­
ment of the National Cause so as to offer those who are 
still with the CollllllUnists a honorably >fay out. 

The brilliant successes of the Open Arms program depleted 
the enemy forces as well as their morale. 

Cur,ren tly, 75,000 people had left the ranks and file of 
the Communists, to return to the Nation Cause. With 47 
Open-Arms Centers in the whole 'territory and a Central 
Open-Arm Center in Saigon, we still need many other centers 
to receive 'the returnees who,se number grows larger and 
larger. 

64,000 out of 75,000 returnees were gloven a, chance to go 
Uack to nor~l civilie.n life. More than 1,700 families 
now live in Oven-Arm villages. 16 returnees were success­
ful in the popular hamlet and village elections. 3,000 
others now se:r:ve in the Government agencies, ,and some have 
been chosen to hOld high and important offices. 3,000 
have volunteered to serve in the Armed Propaganda Units. 

In 1967, 47 Armed Propaganda Companies have successfully 
talked 3,000 Communists out of their units and killed 808 
V.C., and captured 98 others and an important'ilUmber of arms 
and ammunition. 

To dampen the above governmental, successes, the Communists 
had, on one hand, found all necessary proselyting measures 
to keep a tight control of their soldiers and cadres, and 
on the other hand, made many efforts to terrorize, the Open­
Arms cadres and'the returnees. Duringtbe last year, 131 
Open-Arms cadres and returnees were murdered by the V.C. 

To face tHe subversive efforts of the Communists, the,Open-
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Arms program, planned for 1967, will be developed. 

22 Armed Propaganda Companies.,:i.ll be forined, and 10 of them will be trained and committed in the first f~1 months. These companies, along ''lith the available cadres, will push the national Opep. Arms efforts, in trying to rally the V.C. cadres and soldiers to quit their ranks and files. 
~Iith the current development, the number of returnees anticipated for 1968 l'1ill reach 45,000 (27,000 in 1967). To cope ~Iith the needs, 118 temporary camps will be built allover the country. 

With 100 instructors recently trained, the Government will start other training sessions and standardize the training program and revise the published materials. 

50 returnees villages are being built and 8 others,will be constructed. Self-help projects and cooperatives wil,l: be approved for the existing villages. Vocational Training Centers I"ill be built snd at the saine time the GOvernment Agencies and the Army increase their efforts in the recruit­ment and the use of the returnees. Besides, some of them are sent to receive training in the Training Centers managed by the Ministry of Labor and the Ministry of Education, and they will surely find a suitable job which fits their capability and desire. 

As a special measure, the Government will orient the reconciled POl-l'S into returnees and will prepare a bill 'which '''ill define the constitutional rights of the returnees. 
FOREIGN' AFFAIRS 

In 'Foreign Affairs, we hava to face a d:l:fficult, situation, but ,we have pulled all our efforts to cope with, the needs of the Country. 

At the present time; we have 19 Enibassies in 37 countries, 8 General Consulates, one United Natli:mso,bserver, and one ,Representative at the International Specialized Orge.nizations in Geneva. 
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Within the Mini~try', there is a progressive reform 
program leading"to a better organization and to an effi­
cient activity. ,Last year, a ~raining Center in Foreign 
Affairs wascreaj;edto train the Ministry s offici. als. 
The personnel will be· increased. The length of their du"y 
tour abroad and'the lengtll of their stay at tlle Ministry 
will be'revised so that the Foreign Ministry s officials 
will get to know better the situation in the country and 
abroad. 

Nevertheless, the al:love efforts could not fill the current 
needs. As a matter of fact, the Ministry now lacks an 
adequate budget and a sufficient number of personnel to 
open other services and enlarge its sphere of activities. 

First of all, is the dve,rseas inf:mnation. Tllis activity 
includes the effort to make known the National Cause and 
to expose the 8ggression scheme of the Communists. Then, 
the next effOrt is Il-imed at working ,lith the friendly govern­
ments )ll'ging them to increase their aid to Vietnam, and 
finally the last effort consists of helping the Vietnamese 
li~ing o~ travelling abroad. 

To att,aih th,e above objectives, the Government will install 
a few other EmbB.ssie,s in South America, and Africa and will 
try td'lIee~tll-1:ilish dil/lomatic'relationswith Indonesia. 
The question of cumulative representation of many countries 
by one Ambassador,especially in Africa, will be revised. 
The Goverrtjllent will, ,o;r;ganize roving diplomatic missions in 
Europe, iri America,' 'especially in South America and in 
Africa. 'l;4e' iil:fo~ati::m bulletin about the Government policy 
sent to the Embassies will be 'upgraded. The personnel will 
be increased to fit the needs of the Ministry. Some 20 
Attaches will be recruited this year. 

1-1e have Sus:t l'eviewed the problems dealing directly \'lith 
the Wai' alld' tne Restoration of Peace. 

But, tPe,ProbJ,ems "Ie, have, to face these 
only pf ~jlepure, \lliliJi,ary problems. We 
j;)r,Qbleni:, the Na:t~on ':au'ildinli. ' , 

,',,,, ' .iv'. ''''',;, ". ' 

days do not conSist 
still have another 

., 
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Thus, al~ng with the military eff~rts, the Nati, 
)?~licy also aims at the building of Dem~cracy at. 
installati~n of Social Ref~rms. The above three 
what I consider as guidelines. 

1 
'1e 

p~ints are 

The building ~f Democracy is directed at the creation ~f 
the organisms prescribed by the Constitution in a record 
time and the creation of a favorable atm~sphere for the 
development of p~litical activities. 

The rights and resp~nsibilities of the citizens ,·rill be 
carefullY explained, propagated, s~ the population can 

. exercise their rights and defend their interests properly. 
At the same ti.me, the administrative reforms ,·rill be 
implemented so that the aOJUinistrative machine ,rill be a 
smooth operating machine designed to serve efficiently the 
public. 

Finally, the Government will reserve the rights fully 
deserved and the ~pportunities for the ethnic min~rities 
to participate in the building of the Nation, in a r.eal 
democratic atmosphere. 

With the creation of the Second Republic and with the 
regular; solid, and well planned creation of the "arious 
institutions set forth. by the Constitution, we have· already 
taken a first step forward, we have built a solid base for 
the Nati~n-building • 

The building of a democratic regime in our country is at 
the beginning stage. The framework is completed, but a 
real democratic regime cannot be fulfilled by its bare 
framework. Democracy consists of complicated political 
activities of many facets. 

Thus, the creation of such a regime requires a long period 
of time, possibly a couple of decades; it demands fundamental 
changes in the ol-ganization, the basic la,~s·as in the political 
and social customs. 

As stated above, on the long road for the bui1.ding of 
democracy, we have just completed the framework. The basic 
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. ins·~itutbns f:)r the E..'Cecutive and Lec;is1ative branches 
,'IEYee installed recently. The Lec;is1ative branch, the 
Inspect:)r,ate, and :)ther C:)nsu1tative C:)truni.ttees ar~ n:)t 
yet created, but they are all planned f:)r in the C,msti­
tutbn. ,re need s:)me time t:) prepare and pr:)mu1gate the. 
basic :)rC;anizati:)na1 d:)cuments, as well as the :)rC;anizati:)n 
:)f the af:)re mentbn.ed :)rganisms. He sha1:1 strive t:) cut 
sh:)rt the lead time as much as p:)ssib1e, so that the 
activities in the Natbn can be regulated. 

The relations bet'deen the Executive and Legisl.ative branches 
are at an experimental stage. B:)th branches were crea'~ed 
recently and the re1e.tbnship bet>leen them >Ias ndt well 
deve1:)ped, but thr:)ugh s:)me recent c:)ntacts andthr:)ugh this 
J:)int Session of the Nati:)na1 Assembl.y, I certainly feel 
that 1'Te have made a very g:)od start. 

T:) help building up the Second Republ.ic , >Ie wil.l have to 
think about revising, redefining and amending the Codes. 

The task is comp1icated"and its acc:>mpl.ishment will surel.y 
be c:>nsidered as a bril.1iant record for tpe Legislative 
term :>f :>ffice. 

IUth regard t:) the mass activities, I am glad t:> rec:>gnize 
that the activities of the mass have .,ell devel.:>ped, since 
the 1963 Rev:>lutbn, and re.ached a high aegree in the laree 
cities a'nd especially in Saig:>n. 

Under the Diem Regime, the p:>l.itical :activities ,~ere 
prohibited, and nowadays a certain number of them have 
emerged officially and some unofficially. There are nwner­
ous :>rganizations, political, social, professional., cultural 
as >Iell as religious, >Ihich are nOlq active. 

They used to operate underground, and no., they emerge in 
];labl.ic. Thus, at the beginning, their activities .,ere e,ither 
very cautious, or very excessive, later, thr::lUgh their experi­
ences and their potential fOr devel.opment, I firmly bel.iove 
that the groups and mass activities ,dll be better and pro,,: 1 

~r~ss;t.vely ·organized. " 
,','" 
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In 1964, a couple of months after the Revolution, ~Te had 
a new tide of organizations emerging rapidly, "ith a 
proclamation, program of actions and SOl forth. They all 
asked for official recognition and the,ir development and 
activities were not coordinated • 

Their activities simmered down. The inefficient organi­
zations ,~ere eliminated, the profiteering organizations 
died out. Those with a solid and sound organization 
recovered and reorganized their ranks and files, revised 
their program and activities" accordingly. " ' 

The smooth transition period, was very fruitful, and I 
certainly think it is not 'only good. but also necessary. 
Surely after a tumultuous development, there should be a 
calm period for reorganization. ,Those ~Thich are good and 
efficient ,qill emerge; these "Ihich are not, will be rejected. 

During the past few years, I believe that the political 
groups have enough time to reaffirm their ranks and files; 
they shouid be able ,to regroup to form larger political 
parties deeply rooted in the populiltion, well orgapized so 
that they can subsist through the politicial turmoils to 
develop themselves ,and to contribute efficiently to the 
development of the CountiriY. 

Our Country needs the presence of strong, coherentpolltical 
parties. Our regime is a democracy. Our Constit,ution 
approves and encourages a t~lo-party system. If both the 
Government and the'Opposition are not backed by the afore­
mentioned parties, we cannot builtd a regime; asstipultted 
by the Constitution. 

Today, the strong political partid!e needed to back ,the 
Government and the Opposition ate not available, but I 
believe they >!ill be formed right with iii. your ranks, 
distinguished Senators and Representatives, many of you 
under the banner of'some organizati:ms ,some groups, have, 
been elected. From your unofficial and ofte,n secret activi­
ties, to your official ,and public activities "in the Assembly, 
as well as' other'form of pubLic activities, you have covered 
a long ~18y. 
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I believe the parties and groups will fulfill their duties 
in this new period of our History. 

In the judiciary field, and independent justice was insti­
tuted with the purpose of modernizing and unifying the lavl. 
Since 1966, the Law Study Committee has undertaken the study 
of appropriate measures to reform the national laws and 
organize the judiciary organs. In this connection, many 
tribunals were reorganized and established. 

However, we must admit that during ·the last few years our 
laws were not upheld and respected. In order to overcome 
this difficult situation and to restor.e the national dis­
Cipline, the Ministry of Justife will implement and appropri­
ate program and urgent actions. , 

Consequently, the Ministry's activities will be carried Out 
to support efficiently the establishment of an upright and 
impartial justice. 

To reach the objective of Unifying and modernizing thelavT, 
the Ministry will give priority to the drafting of the laws 
pertaining to the organization of constitutional institutions, 
the Ministry will concurrently amend the 5 following codes: 
The Civil Code, the Civil Procedures Code, the Penal Code, 
the Cr'iminal Procedures Code, add the Commercial Code. 

The judiciary machinery will at the same time be reor~anized 
so as to adapt to the establishment of the Supreme Court. 
The competence of a certain number of tribunals will be 
extended, and a certain number of Justices of Peace will also 
be established in such a manner that each district can have 
one. 

Lastly and also most importantly, the Ministry will focus 
all efforts on heightening. the people's sense of respect 
of the law,. therefore, the mobile courts will gradually be 
brought to the population, from the districts to the villages 
and new-life hamlets, concurrently ,qith the dissemination of, 
common laws among the masses. 

A fe" urgent actions will be accomplished before July 1968. 
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Along with a drafting of the laws concerning the organi­
zation of the constitutional institutions such as the 
Supreme Court, the Council of Magistrates, the Status of 
the Presiding Judges, the Status of the Prosecuting Judges, 
the 3 following Codes will be completed: the Civil Code, 
the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedures Code • 

In the field of administration, the administrative reform 
has often been mentioned because ,,,e conceive it as a 
pressing need to put an end to the evil habits in 1vhich 
the people are the victims. People often dO'not hesitate 
to accuse the administrative machinery of hindering the 
progress of the Nation, ·and they regard th~ civil servants 
as people who fulfill their tasks superficially and ~Tho 
speciali:z.einembezzling public funds. 

Such an observation, even if it is partly correct, is only 
a hasty and inadequate one. I believe that the adminis­
trative machinery is, in the final analysis, a too! for 
the Government to use in the implemehtation of its policy. 

The good or bad results thus obtained depend not only Qn 
whether the tool is .sharp or not, but also on whether the 
man ~Iho handleS the tool has a concrete p::.licy ::.r not and 
kn::.,;s h::.;/ to handle it. 

In saying sa I d::. not mean that we d::. not need to raise the 
problem of improv'ing the administrative machinery. An 
unskilled ,,,orker cannot produce anything even if he has a 
delicate tool. C::.nversely, a clever worker ,,,ith an old 
and primi.tive tool cannot do better. 

The need f::.r an administrative ref::.rm requires us t::. 
p::.ssess a sharp t'llol; h::"c1ever, 1ve inherited. an antiquated 
administrative system fr::.m the past regimes, and Which was 
adversely affected by many political turmoils, social 
instability and ec~nomic difficulties. 

I d::. n::.t think that these turmoils, instaMli ty and 
difficulties have oates ea. the administrative machinery t::. 
be i.rremeo.:Lably useless. In the past years, the adminis­
trative machinery ba s c'Jns:ilderably c::.ntributed t::. the build­
ing ::.f the nati:ln and recently t::. the setting of the Dem::.cratic 
f::.undation f::.r the era ::.f the second Republic. 
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lbwever, i;!' 1',e objectively analyze' the situation, ~Te 
must real~ze that ,iit the central as ,'rellas the local 
level, the adrninis't;rati ve system is still cumb.\lrsome, 
complex and slow, lacks coordination, and still suffers 
fr::>m corr)1pt practices, injustice and bribery; in sh::>rt 
it has n"t met the requirements of a natbn which ,rants to 
free itsE\1f from the state of under-development. 

In the field of l::>col administration, in other ~Torllls, at 
the level cl:),sesij 11.::> tl;te pe::>ple, a certain number of 
administrative, d::>cWnents ~Those legal validity is ,:in doubt 
h'il,s/f;ist::>rt~d thec::>ncept ::>;!' separatbn and de~eiit'ra1i.za­
ti6n ::>f p::>lrer ::>r the 1::>cal admin;i.stration, such as what 
c"ncerns the authority and jurisdicti::>n ::>f the Government 
Delegates, the. role ,and tpo position of the Province Chie;!,s 
vis-a-vis the central go;¥~r.hment as well as the various 
ministerial a,genc1es in ~he' 1lr'::>vinces. ' 

The delienation of authority bebeon the province chief 
and his Deputy, bet,reen the District chief andhia Deputy, 
has not been clarified and unified. 

,lith regard to persormel, we must frankly admit that ,re 
lack a ratbnal program to train' and utilize the eadres, 
a sound persormel rotatbrl plan, a clear-cut and just re,rard 
and punishment policy. 

Art. 70::>;f' the Constitutbn stipulates that a law will 
determine the organization and the operation of the local 
administration. We should not wait until the promulgat~on 
of this la,,, before we start functioning. because the 
circumstances do not permit us to do so. Vie ll1ust oonceive 
the administrative'ref9rm as a continuous proCjess made up 
of many stages. l~oreo",er ,article 114 of the IConstttution 
conc~rning the assignment ofthE1 proviincechiefs during the 
first 'presidential t<;lrm of the Republic does n;ot allow us, 
to piescribed n::>w a permanent administrative fiormula tope 

(applied later. 

Our problem is to seek a formula to improve t4e adminis- , 
trative machinery, ,,,hich enables us to implementefficienUy 
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the PQlicy Qf the central GQvern ment in aCCQrdelUce with 
the main trend ::Jf the Constituent Assembly in order t::J 
prepare f::Jr the future. This is clearly mentioned in Art. 
70 Qfthe C::Jnstitution 1'Thich reads: "The principle' of 
l::Jcal separation ::Jf power is recognized for legal regional 
entities: villages, provinces, cities, and the Capital." 
Thus, according to the CQnstitutbn, the pOVler.decentraliza­
tion tendency prevails ::Jver the p::J1'Ter-centralization 
tendency, as illustrated by the pr::Jvisbn f::Jr the <:;lectbn 
::Jf prefects and mayor~, and starting from 1971, the election 
of province chiefs. 

People have Qften criticized Ordinance No. 57-a, dated 
Oct. 24, 1966 fixing the ::Jrganization of the local admin­
istrati::Jn as a document ",h1ch is unrealistic 'and ,which 
is inc::msistent "d.th the cQuntry\s requirements. 

I think that "That should be criticized is not tbe Ordinance 
57-a itself, but the inc:xcrect 1ray of implementi'ng .it. 
Ordinance 57-a has prescribed andappreciably flexible, 
f:ormula for :organizing the administrative "machinery which, 

'n:ot only is cQnsistent Hith the local p:ower decentrali., 
zatbn principle; but also broadly harmonized with this 
principle. 

Hi thin the temporary frammqQrk ot this legal doculllen.t, the 
reform of the administrative System will be simultane:.usly 
conducted in tvro domains: o:dtanization and personnel. 
Although they seem tQ be different, these two domains are 
i.n fact closely related. . 

Nith regard .t::> Organization: 

At the Central Level - ,CentraJ./ag'enyies iluch as"';th.e 
Ministry of Interior, the Dir,e'ctor&t'e \~neral.of ~Vi.l 
Services, the Direc'borate Gener-al qt' ;Ilhe Budget,' e 

",' - - I 

National lnstl.tute of Administratiop, and others should .' 
coord:l,nate theiractivitJ.es within Fhe'scope of a, Committee' 
fQr Administrative Improvement. The comptDsitio.n,..:and> /; . 

. jurisdiction of this Cpmmit1;'ee 1~illlbe properlY dJet,ermil}ed. 
SQ thattheCommitt"{El is fully qblet(.:> 'fulf$liits tasl~s, 

. ~Ihich is to 1,ork out plans, carry Jutl'Government policies, 



promote civil servants, etc ••• , the purpose is therefore 
"dmed at avoiding the old path of previous Interministerial 
Committees which were considered as a graveyeard for count.., 
less fine projects which were never completed. 

- At the Delegate:s of the Central Government .Level 

I advocate a readjustment in the authority of all Delegates 
.of the Central Government which are to be considered as 
power-separation agencies of the Central Level. I also 
advocate a revision 1n the jurisdiction and competence of 
the Government Delegates so that the inspection and super­
vision pro~am can be more rational and effective. 

- At the Prefectural, Muliicipal and ,Provincial LevEll 

I conceive that this level is the basic support of the local 
administration. The constitutional principle of a local 
separation of pow~r will be enforced especially at this 
level: increasing pOirer and means to the prefects, provinces 
chiefs and mayors, at the same time, the control of Central 
Government upon these levels should parallelybe increased. 

In order to make this level become the real delegate of the 
Central Government, it is needed to determine clearly and 
rationally the relationship between prefects, province chiefs, 
Mayors and the Central Government, as well as other local 
bureaus and offices, the role of the Ministry of Interior vis­
a-vis other Ministries, and the competence of these Minis­
tries toward the local bureaus and offices. Moreover, it 
is necessary to clearly define the authorijy and responsi­
bilities of prefects, province chiefs, maYOrs, deputy 
prefects, deputy province chiefs, and deputy.mayors. 

- At the District Level 

It is necessary to define the powers of the district .chiefs, 
and deputy district chiefs, SO tllat they (JaIl correctly 
fulfill t.heir .role and tasks aSSigned by the. provinc:e chiefs 
and exercise their supervision over the cadres at the village 
and . hamlet levels. . . 
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At the Village Level 

It is necessary to continue the reorganization program of 
the village administration which has already started last 
year. 'The purpose is aimed at realizing effectively the 
traditional autonomy of the villageS. It is also neces­
sary to readjust the administration at the villages 
situated nearby the city' in order to satisfy the needs of 
their people and to help them to catch up with the develop­
ment at the city. 

With regard to Personnel 

Forming and Training Civil Servants 

There l'1ill be a l:mg-term program of forming and training 
civil servants effectively in Cluality as 1,rell as Cluantity. 
This program will be carried at ~ll levels: central, 
provincial, as well as for all r''lnks and all branches. 

Training courses and seminars "Till be opened for civil 
servants to have opportl1nities to eXChange their experiences 
and to improve their efficiency thus making the adminis­
trative machinery operate smoothly and efficiently. 

- Using the right man at th~ right place 

Eliminate the cliCluish and biased spirit in the appointment 
of, chiefs. All appointments and transfers should be based 
up:m Clualificati:ms ane. virtues. Eliminate also corrupti:m 
and bribery. 

Exercise a just rel'Tard and ,punishment p,olicy rthrough an 
impartial and effective inspectbn system in order to create 
a firm belief among civil servants and enhancing the competi­
tion efforts to serve people. 

Helping Civil Servants 

In the face ::>f (l hike in prices, the G::Nernment ;·,il1 seek 
all means t::> hel? civil se:-cvants throv.gh the foll;)'\;rin[:I ,~"ays~ 
PNviding needed g:JodS, selling houses on the basis of 
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installments, and so forth. 
administration reformation, 
~Till be solved in the first 

In the above mentioned 
a great number of problems 
six months of 1968. 

On the Ethnic Development Field 

The democratic 'spirit has been manifested through the 
promulgation of a separate administrative system for ethnic 
peoples and the establishment of 1 courts applying the 
traditions of the Montagnards and the ,Decree-la;r on the 
citizenship and,lando;rnership of the ethnic peoples'. In 
addition, another program ;rill be realized aiming at 
providing favorable ,conditions, for the, NinlOrities to 
develop ~ the cultural, social and economic fields. 

Especially, in the first six months of 1968, the establish­
ment of the Ethnic Gouncil ;rill be carried on at the same 
time ;rith the census of ethnic peoples and establishment 
of Ethnic Development Bureau at Phuoc Tuy and Chau Doc 
provinces. Nean;rhile, the Government ;rill call upon the 
dissident Ninorities to return to cooperate ;rith the Govern­
ment, and there ;rill be a proposal Decree related to land 
survey and the training of ethnic compatriots for this ;rork. 

On the cultural and social aspects, the ethnic language 
texts books of the elementary level ;rill be printed, along 
;rith the building of boarding schools and boarding houses. 
To protect and improve the lives of the ethnic groups in 
their villages, the Ninistry of Ethnic Development ;rill 
cooperate ;rith the Ninistry of Defense in reorganizing the' 
training and,use of the military forces, including ethnic 
youths on the Highlands. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We have just revie;red the problems of ending the ~Tar and 
building Democracy. 

They are onlynecess~ry, but not sufficient, steps to attain 
the final bbjective, that is a New, Just and Progressive 
SoCiety. 

• 
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In thtjl task·of refcDming the societ,?, the Government will 
try to create equal opportunities for every citizen so that 
he ()lay .benefit from the progress of mankind, promote his 
ability and personality and contribute efficiently in the 
general development. 

But under the present conditions of the society, the 
majority of the people are leading an'unstable life, deprived 
of comfort and lacking education; they should be particularly 
assisted. For this reason, in the social and economic field, , 
the main objective of the Government is the welfare policy. 

In the economic field, the Government will mobilize every 
effort to achieve an economy based on mass capitalism. 
Favorable opportunities must be given to the tiller without 
land, the unskilled worker, the soldier, the junior civil 
servant in order for them to gradually reach a prosperous 
life with sufficient savings to assure their future. 

The realization of this economy of' mass capitalism should 
not be viewed as a mere subsidy of the Government but as 
a material aid to help the citizens themselves better their 
lives. To realize mass capLtalismis to help the lower class 
of the society acquire property, organize the. direct parti­
cipation of the majority of the people in the economic life, 
harmonize the individual r.ight of free enterprise with the 
interest of the community. Nevertheless, to achieve mass 
capitalism, we must first stabilize the prices and develop 
the Nation's economy. In this task, the Government will 
utilize all the resources and potentialities of the country 
instead of relying totally on the valuable help of friendly 
Nations. The Vietnamese should playa major role in the 
stabilization and development of the Vietnamese economy. 
For this reason, the Government '·,ill ask the whole popu­
lation and adequate cO)ltribution in-the above effort. And 
at the same time, to avoid any ,,,aste, we should fully utilize 
all the Nation's resources so as to have the maximum 
efficiency. 

In the field of Education, the policy of the Republic of 
Vietnam is to realize practical education for the mass. 
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This educati::>nal system does not privilege any class of 
citizens; instead, it aims at the majority of the peopl'e. 
In this spirit, the Government will try to create equal 
opportunities for every citizen to have at least a basic 
education. For this reason, the Government ,'Till enforce 
compulsory and free education for the children through 
elementary schools, and at the same time, develop the 
popular education to eradicate illiteracy and increase the 
general knowledge of the people. Education for adUlt 
people should also be considered, in order for them to 
have the opportunity yo further their study and advance in 
their profession. 

Besides, in order' to meet the requirements of the, country 
on the road ofprOgreils, the national education should be 
practica1.Toachieve this goal, the Government will 
promote community-oriented schools to enable students to 
adapt themselves to the community and to better serve their 
region later. • 

Our next object:l:ve is to opt for vocational rather than 
acad€iniid education; Vie should view education as a giant 
investment. In this context, the education should meet the 
demands of the society and the Nati::>n' s ec:momy. Conse­
quentl:y,inaddftionto the basic knm"ledge, our education 
shoul.dgivet'he youngsters professional skills ri'ght at the 
secondllrylevel:so,that upon graduation they can fully 
utilize their knowledge to serve the nation more efficiently. 

In:thefiei!rdof Culture, the policy of the Government 
is to as'sisil aeU'Vities aiming at the promotion of national 
culturelandthe Government ~Ti11 censor films, theater plays 
and novelLa W'hichviolate the national morals and customs. 

In the fieJi,jt,of Social ActiviiJ1es, the government's policy' 
is to in'llEli!is:tfy the relief and welfare program, especially 
for' the,re:t'UgE!es, war vl.ctims •• , to help and develop the 
charity agencies to enable them to operate more efficiently. 
Hm.,ever, our most preSSing need is to eradicate ou!' social 
plagues, ,to bu:i.1d a healthy society and lastly to create a 
social secUrity system as provided by the Constitution. 
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In the field of Health, we need to develop public health, 
particularly public hygien and preventive medicine to 
protect the pe::>ple's health. Medical treatment sh::>uld also 
be intensified s::> that even the remote areas can also 
benefit. 

In the field of Y::>uth, the G::>vernment will try to build 
a str::ll1g and healthy y::>ung generation dedicated to the 
Nati:ll1. The physical education and sport programs, the 
y::>uth-serving-nation m::>vements ,'rill be str:ll1gly promoted, 
and the C:lvernmcnt ¥Till give basic military training to the 
young people to prepare f::>r their future civic obligations. 

Lastly, ,'rith regard to the Labor Class, the policy of the 
Governtnent is t:l assist them, help them acquire property, 
create equal ::>pp::>rtunities for them to advance in their 
prClfessi::ln, and establish c:)mpulsory insurance to assure 
their safety. 

Besides, the G:)vernment must also create mutual under­
standinG betvleen the employers and ,the emplh:)y~es, ,and tDY 
t::> rec:)ncile the interests of both parti¢sinorder to 
'av::>id regrettable c:ll1flicts. ' 

l'iithin the frame",::>rk ::>f the policy;J: have just outlined, 
lie must revie>r the ec::>nomic sltuationill order to clearly 
dra,., anclappropriatefjrogram of action. 

The present economic situation stems from the past years 
continuing events caused by the communist aggr,es~ion. Our 
resulting military efforts together with thep;!;'e!;ience, cf 
large numbers of Allied Forces have tilted thE! national 
balance of supply and demand. ' 

The strong measures taken by the Government in, the middle of 
1966 have gradually stabilized the economic situation. In 
the past year, the increase of the consumer price ,illdex in 
Saigon vTas 31:%, compared "ith 62% in 1966 and 35% in 1965, 
due mainly to the price illcr6IJ.se oflocallYPfpaUded foods 
and the difficulty in transport caused by cOl!!/ll1,Ulist sabotage. 

}/., ' 



The abundant import, of commodities during 1967 has been 
one of the most dedisive factors contributing to the price 
stabilization; This volume of imported goods has permitted 
the absorption of a large part of the purchasing pO~Ter, 
consequently, the money supply has decreased to 28% during 
1967, compared with 37% duriUg 1966 and 74% during 1965. , 

The export sector, on the contrary, sharp14y decreased. 
Export of rice was completely suspended, and simultaneously 
the value of 1967 rubber export has decreased by 50%, 
compared with 1966. In agriculture, the uar'has created 
many difficulties in the implementation of the Government's 
programs. In the past three years, more than a million 
people vTere forced to abandon their lands and seek refuge in 
resettlement centers and ne,r life hamlets. Consequently, 
up to the end of 1967, there VIas a decrease of 300.000 ha. 
in the l('ice grmTing areas. In the period from 1964 to 1966, 
the rille production has decreased by 17%, and Vietnam has 
had to import more than 700,000 metric tons of rice in 1967 • 

HovTever, despite the reduction in the size of cu:ttivated 
areas, thanks to relentless efforts of the G,over\1lllent to 
induce the farmers into increasing their production by 
providing ,i1lhem ,rith fertilizers, farm machinery, nel'l seeds, 
••• , th. 1967-68~rop is esti~ated to increase by 3% over 
the 1966-67 crop. 

In order to'provide farmers with operating funds, the 
Agricultural Pevelopment Bank has loaned more ,than 1.5 
billion piasters to 100,000 farmers, up to the end of 1967. 

In the field of land reform, progress was not satisfactory. 
Out of ,a total of over 1,000,,000 hectares of various lands 
to be distributed, only 270;000 hectares have actually been 

'distributed to the peasants, which is only 23%. Especially 
out of a total over 200,000 hectares, of limd bought from' 
French, only 4,000 have been distributed, that is less than 
2% of the total. 

Industry and craft have obtained more encouraging results 
than Agriculuure .:The volume of manufactured goods has 
increas,ed by 40'/0 from 1964 to 1967. This is in part due to 
the conSderably growing investments. In 1967, 43 enterprises 
with a total capital of 7, 1 billion piasters were granted 
investment privileges, compared ''lith 24 firms with a total 
investment of 0.9 billion in 1966, an increase of m::ire than 
7 times in one year. 
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In the field of Public ~Iorks and Conununicatibns, the 
was has caused a great number of people to leave the 
countryside and to resettle in the cities, thus creating 
many unsolvable problems such as housing, roads, water; 
electricity and other public facilities. The supply of 
the Capital and the cities encountered many difficulties 
due to the sabotage of the roads. The air transport sector 
therefore had to develop rapidly. 

In the context of the war, the economic development although 
heavily hindered had shown many signs of progress in the 
past years. Economic aid from more than 40 nations of the 
Free '1lorld has greatly helped us in building our Nation. 
From 1964 to 1967, total aid "Tas estimated at 1,829 million 
US dollars, of which 1,778 were from the United States. 
This valuable aid coupled 1vith the efforts.of our people 
have brought to our real gross national product an increase 
of 11% from 1964 to 1966, and possibly an increase of'4% 
in 1967. The living standard of the Vietnamese peopUe, in 
General, though not high, is comparable to that of other 
underdeveloped countries in S:lUth East-Asia. 

The actual annual per capita income is estimated at 
15,500 piasters (130 US Dollars). 

In a society perturbed by war, the distribution of income 
is indeed not equitable. mhe majotity of the people living 
'on agriculture in the countryside, has suffered mant prejU­
dices on account of co~nunist sabotage, while a minority 
pertaining to the servic.e producing sector in cities and 
to"ms enjoyed prosperity. This has brought about a clear­
cut disparity between the affluent life in the city anq. the 
austere life in the rural areas. 

However, the war cannot last indefinitely. The Government 
not only is actively implementing a program to revive the 
agricultural sector but also is currently setting up long 
range development progtams. in'that'connection, the Post­
war Planning Group created in Febraury of 1967 has 
reconunended to 'the Government preliminary programs to 
develop the National Economy and to stabilize the Society 
in the postvrar years. 

Though the results obtained during last. year have been 
encouraging, the Government foresees a difficult economic 

'situation for 1968. 



According to our preliminary estimates, the inflati,:mary 
gap for 1968 will be about 27 billi:m piasters, increasing­
by 5r:t/o, compared with last year. Thus, after being 
temporarily curbed, the inflation will continue its growing 
trend this year. 

In brief, the actual economy still faces many problems 
created by the war and the state of underdevelopment, but 
we will be able to overcmme them if we understand the 
problem clearly and are determined to accept the required 
discipline to mobilize and fully use all the nation's 
potentialities. Only then, can we hope to stop the infla­
tion which is ruining our nation's financial resources, and 
to soon bring our national economy out of its state of under­
development. 

In order to cope with the economic problems listed above, 
the Government's program of action in 1968 will be aimed 
at regularizing the supply, controlling the inflation 
pressure to preserve the people's living standard, and 
concurrently realize the required investments to set up the 
foundation for the postwar economic development. 

In this program, the Ministry of Economy will allow to 
import all kinds of goods without restriction in order to 
meet the demand, increase its control to stop all pro­
fiteering, regularize the trade between the rural areas and 
the cities and update the distribution of the staple products. 
Besides, long-range industrial planning will be carried out 
along with the guidance of the existing investment projects; 
priority fa for industries Which support the agriculture or 
which utilize the resources available in the country. 
Priority will be given in the first six months of this year 
for the completion of the following urgent tasks: 

simplify regulations and procedures of -the import 
operations and profession; 

complete the census system of staple products in stock 
and regulate to economic information; 

abolish the unnecessary economic control checkpoints so 
as to speed the flow of goods; 

- 36 -



• 

perfect the Cooperatives laws, and reform the manage­
ment of cooperatives; 

- revf.e11 tpe operation' 01 the General supply Office; 

~stab1,:!.shnietitilhe hlVe'straent policy; 
.' c· ,. "i\".. • ; if . . , -

'co::,rdfnatEi'the'mana.;;ement of gbvernmental arid'mixed 
companies; 

complete the sale to thepr:i.vatesector ,of the follo~r:lmg 
-£overnmimtal coll\paniesstocks, with priority given to their 
personnel: ' , ' ' 

- Vf.e'bnam Sugar-Company; 
- ' Vfetnam Textile, Comt>8ny( SICOVIl'IA, ); 
-' 'coo\panies seized'by the Government. 

The Ministry of' Agriculture will push ahead the,fo,ad , 
production with its program to incllease the cU:ttii/ail'edareas 
and the productivity, to provide agricultural inputs, to 
simplify irives'l;ment and credit procedures,' to asil1ife"the 
revenue fo):, theilrarmers. As for the land re:ll:!h~Glproll;ram, 
the J:tnistr~ .. t~1;I'.?~!ltinue to ,~f.stribu:te all the, ,~ari<'tS,t'r~ich 
remal.n to -be dl.str:i!buted, suelj as e::tpropriated tands; lands 
acquir~d from the, li'renchownets" Government o~med lands, 
and lands'of''thettl$;i~~ Deyel~p;n~rit benters.' ," ' "'. '. 

o • ' . ' ; .. n(~' ,''i1'" (',') ,:;'1.' .' ,j 

To begin theabo\;e pr6gram,pHority ~lnl be' I?;:t"eh to the 
realizat.ion of' the follot1ing tasks for the first six months 
of 1968:' ''..:, ,. '," ,""'; ',' 

, ' i . - , . :', \~.l ~ " , ' ' 

.. plant 40,000 hectares t,ri th "Miracle Rice", a neV/seed 
which has an average yield 3 times the yield ,of ordinary 

, • <'. " '. " "" "", 0 seeds; . 

import 330,000 metric tons of fe,rt:i,lizers, and 60,000 
metric tons ofcorlt 'fOl-:'atif.ma1 hti~1:yandry;'" I' .... , ..... . 

- "prbduce:n million vaCCf.nes toprev'en~,iEiria ;cUr~ariifllal 
diseases' ",:,. . , 
-" re:nielrln: tlle' +b1:i\'b:t)1;b:eAeric1iltw8!i;'jlJqE!l;;'e~opliieritB~nktb 
help the tenants rnbr:eia&e 'tl1e:l:rl?t'odl't'dtlV:i!iy;'} ".,";, 



,. underbake immediately the tasks fixed by the 
National Seminar on Land Reform of January 18th, 1968; 
especially distribute all the remaining exprop~iated lands, 
to write up decrees -for distribution of 30,000 hectares 
of expropti~1;ed lands, to distribute the lands being culti­
vated by the ;t'(lfugees, and to distribute 40% of the total 
lands hought from the French. 

In 196"8, the Ministry of Public 'Works will impiement a 
progiam to modernize and repair roads ,and bridges, to 
reinforce the My Thuan ferry, to reequip the zones which 
lack public facUities, buUd low-cost !,\ous,ell, increase the 
wate;t' and electricity supply,to the people in the 'cities, 
carry 01ilt the rural, electrification program andparticu­
larly continue the ,work on the My-Thuan bridgeproj'ect. 

The following urgent tasks will be completed by the end 
of July 1968:' , , 

- modernize 20km,.of roads in the Gia Dinb chief town; 

- complete the construction of the Binh Dien bridge, and, 
4 other bridges onNRNo. 1 near Cam Ranh; 

- increase the power production in the Capital of Saigon 
and in Chuong Thien, Long Khanh, Phuoc Le, Binh Tuy provinces 
and supply power to ,the Biall, ,Hoa indus,trial zone; , , 

- install water-plants in Phuoc Le and Truc Giang prov:1n~es 
and water supply system in the 4th and 8th precincts of 
Saigon; 

- equip the deep wells at Vung Tau and Bao Lec to increalile 
the drinkilhg ;ra1;er supply; , 

- -repair and maintain the Long Xuyen airport; 

- puiJ,d. a civUian sector for Pleiku airportand.A 'Tare-
house for Tan son Nhut airport. ' . ," 

The ~ini, stryof' Communication .and Tr,an>\l .. ll, 9"i:'t,at~~m.' w~ 
,impiement the f'ollowingprogram for; 1961$:;.", :,.,< .' 
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carry out the traini~ program for all the people to 
use highways and respect the traffic code; 

increase public transportation facilities; 

reinforce and modernize the civil avtttion installa. 
tion, meteorological centers, reorganize postal delivery 
system, telephone network. 

!, 

The emergency program of the Ministry of Communication and 
Transportation for the first six months of 1968 is the 
following: 

satisfy 1.00% of the requirements for air transportation, 
with regard to existing flights; 

inaugurate the flight' between Saigon and Ba Xuyen; 

- establish 3 additional postal stations, 20km. of 
telephone cable, distribute 7,000 telephone numbers to the 
population. 

In 1968, the Ministry of Finance will increase its efforts' 
to fight inflation by fully collecting all the existing 
taxes, increasing the revenues of the administrative agencies, 
and concurrent~y will encourage the people to cut their 
spendings and i~reasethe1r saving. 

In the first six months, of 1968, the MinistrY of Finance 
will carry out the, follo1Qing urgent tasks: 

- amend ,the laws pertaining to Cust~s, income tax, business 
license tax, and registrati::>n tax; 

- determine the status of foreign'PX, clubs and foreign 
contractors operating in Vietnam: 

control the real estate tax, incoll)etax, traffic tax, 
and super-rent tax; , 

- put an end to the sale jf sll)uSgie{ gO,pds and ,collect the 
major back taxes; , 

)., . 

:bmprove accounting and financial manal!;en\.~lit'of the public 
and mixed companies; , 
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increase interest 
savings dep:)sited at 

rate in :)X'der t:) enc:)m'age the 
the vari::>us banks and treasury branches; 

establish the procedure f::>r selling t:) private interests 
the st::>C]ICS :)f the public und mixed c:)mpanies. 

In the area of Culture and Education,the·actiYHies have 
n::>t yet attained the desirable standard. The shortage :)f 
teachers :)1' scb,::>::>lS and equipment still creates diffi~ 
culties, meam1hile the number .::>fstudents incre?,ses .. 
c::>nstantly every year. 

Inh;i.gher educati::>n, eVery Ul1ivers~ty teacher hfls tlo l::>qk 
ar-Ger t'iTO hundred studeJits,' compared' to . ten .::>t bventy" 
students in the other m::>dern c:)lh~tries •. 

The g::>verrunental high sch::>ols can acc:)rJ1J1l<Ddat'7 111., ,000 
students, a verJf small number am::>nG .the pres/ent estimated. 
tw::> millbt;l elementary Bch:)::>l \J:)ys s-nd g~rls.·· .... 

At the elementary levei, only the supply of 30,000 more 
classrooll)sand 3~ ,000 moli''!' tepch<:-'l's can fulfil,l tM demand 
:)f nearly 3\l1il1:t::>n sch::>91 €lee chUdren. . 

, .. ' -", .',' , " . 

~1hile theri.iij;:t~ii, needs a. great number of teChniciIo111~; ,the " 
technical and vocational l3eh::>ql only occupie$';~\)lerY:m9a.e~t 
p:)8itbn. 

, _,' ,,',_,',i,_- -',' ,,,:";, i)-,';,;' ,.' 
Another great ,veakness. rO:Jt~.:\:f'::>% the lack :)f 9;r1lax:i,:lati::>n· 
ancl. guidance in school children. and studenj:;s I aci:;ivities. 

In order b impr:)ve the abOVe~iWil't;iQn.4be;~~n:f~iry ol '. i 

Educatbn in 1968 ~Till c:)nceritrate its' e:!'forts :iri develop;,. 
ing and, building more SOh~:Jl~,' ,in~;t:a~?~M,.ut'fii~nHY, ,000re 
teacbers in order to fuli'J.ll.,j.;he l"eCJ,Il~;rI?PI~q:i:; ,:)f tll~1.968-196,9 
sch::>:)l year. The 1968 pr::>gram ofthel'41:nliltryof Jl:a\+cation 
a18:) cons:\,~~si)l transfel"l;j,ng a great.nWllljiero:t'Ul1tvel"sities 
out :)f the Capital, in building an'l.exp.~rini~lil;ca;"\.farnlf:)l" t;M 
agric)lltural !lducational orai'l.ch, in creating 4"nEnQ technical 
8c1):)011> toinc;r,~ase thep.l'el>el:l.ttec))n~ce:;k,tstuaents ~rom 
11,°000 to 15 ;000. Othel' teacher I s sch::>018 a~.~Ten,.aS 
secondaJ:1Y and eJ,ementary schools and clas-s-'to:)lnli':will be 
);!\lilt and. completed. 

:",-, '-, I' 
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As for the activities. from now until the end of July 1968, the urgent follo,<ring tasks "I ill be carried out: 

- A ·large site in Thu Due ,rill be purchased for the Construction of ne11 buildings for the University pfSaigon. 
/ 

- Major repairs and up-graded ma:i:ntenance Will be. effected in the University of Hue. / 

- New buildings will be completed at the University of Can Tho. 

- An· experimental farm for the agricultural educational branch 1'riil be built at the Thu Duc Campus. 

- The noon-classes in the congested .districts of the Capital such as Ban Co, Phan dinh Phung, Tran hung Dao, .• <rillbe suppressed. 

219 classrooms for the refugee children as ,rell as a great number of classrooms n:)w in different New Life Hamlllts will be completed. 

- A special training course for 500 junior high school teachers will be organized. 

In the field of Youth, besides the school Children and young students, the reminder is not ",ithout importance. These youngsters lead a very individual life, haiting no guidance, no constructive activities. That is the reason why the Directorate of Youth is greatly concerned about channelling the energies ~f young people into constructive nation bui14-ing activities and instituting a program of developing competitive athletic leagues in order to turn out a goung, strong. diSCiplined, and respons.ible generation·. In addition, the Directorate of youth ",ill also train a . great number of . instructors in Physical Education and athletic·coll\Petitions in order to support and coordinate the efforts of the School and Youth Activities office. 

Especially from now until the end of .JuJ.y'theDirectorate of youth will carry out. the .followingt!\slts: 
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building an international swimming pool in. the capitaL 

establishing a Youth Guidance Activities Center at 
Sa1i.gon and Hue. 

establishing a camping center at Vung Tau, Dalat.i Hue. 

developing youth clubs throughout 14 prbvinces. 

building gJll1lnOlsiums at 4 secondary schools in the Capital. 

In the field of Social Helfare, the most imp:>rtnnt pr:>blem,as 
that of Refugees. By the end of 1967,. the number of the 
refugees exceeds 2 millbn. Out of thisl;lumber, more than 
1 milli:>n have been resettled, 800,000 are temporarily 
sheltered. 

Besides the refugees, there are also the war viytims and the 
victims of natUl'al disasters who need the help of the 
Government. 

In order to solve these problems, the !.Iinistr.y of .Refugees 
and Social ;'lelfare .·,111 institute the foll01'ring prog~'am for 
1960: 

As for the Refugee progra.lll, the Government ~r111 provide aid 
for the resettlement of 30,.000 faplilies ,'-:111,0 are now tempo­
rarily ?heltered, 1~iJ,1 c;r,eate ne.w refugee l;t!',!jbl.\Iltiil.and· 
c:mtiJ;l,\\e .to develop .. the pctual o:'~fug~es I. hanll.e;M·, l<Till push 
on the .special programs atthe·ref'ugee~'I' ceni\;e'~ji! .s\lch P,$ 

propaganda, inform"ti:m andl'ecreation pr.ogr,am, .. hel1\lth add 
. education program. 

As for .the s'ocialassistance, the Government yrp.l improYEl 
its ,aas,ist.ance.pqgram for the ,181' victims and .the vic~il!Uil' 
of 'nat"""l disasters for the poor, the old end thediSPR:);ed 
pera.one·, will create and subsio.ize social ae;encies sUch a~: 
on:;Pllanlases, kinderGarten, 'homes f:>r the aged, lovr~cost 
restaurants. 

To i(llIlr:>ve.the, livinc; standard and to eradicate the sq<;!i<1:)' 
plaGUes, the GovernJ)len;t ,\!~ll, start a ca,npaignfor. cOI!lli!wt:b,ty 
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health, 'Ilill establish a c::)I~munity development program, 
build nev l01r-c(lst h(lusing fm:' the p(l(lr pe(lple in th(lse 
pl'(lvinces m(lst affected by the destruct1(ln of 1'lar, The' 
g(lvernment vill als(l plan the building (If 1(l1r renting-rate 
apartments f(lr the p(l(lr pe(lple N(lrking in the gapital. 

Besides, the Ministry "f S(lcial Vielfare will als"strive 
t" suppre9s the s(lcial plagues such as mendicity, juvenile 
delinquency, pr(lstitut1(ln, particularly in the Capital, 
Especially fr(lm n(lV until the end of July, the urgent 
f"lb1ring tasks will be carried (lut: 

100 refugees' ,centers ~Iill be' built. 

- Pu)j1)\.c utilities ~lill be pr"vided f(lr 350 existing 
centers and 100 new centers. 

In the area (If Health, in spite of the Government's eff(lrts, 
the ratb is n(lt yet 2 beds for every thousand inhabitants. 
The t(ltal number of d(lctors is 250, which means one doct(lr 
f"r 64,000 inhabitants. vlhile there, are still very felr 
health technicians and the national demand is increasing 
c(lnstantly, the supply of trained personnel is sloW and 
very insufficient. 

,The medical supply is barely sufficient, thanks to the 
gener(lus aid of our allied c(luntries, but our means of 
evacuation of the wounded war victims are not adequate, 
The general level of Public Health is not very optimistic 
because of the lack of technicians in this area, lack of 
security in the rural regions and als(l because of the rather 
new aspects (If this branch. 

In order to cope lrith the above situation, the government 
plan f(lr 1968 is: 

- Hospital improvement pr(lgram by repairing and providing 
more constructbn commodities and facilities in the too 
small and to(l old h(lspitals, by building a new medical 
training center with 600 beds at the site of the former 
Nguyen van Hoc Hospital, by completing the construction of 
a 500-bed'-hospital at Danang. 



- Expansion ::Jfprev<;:ntivc mr;di.cine by establishing an 
National Institute for Public Health, by c:)ncentrating 
special efforts ::m diff",rent pr::'jects.::f:)r c:mtr::>l1ing 
c:)mmuhicable dis<;:as<;:s. 

As f:)r the rm:al medicine, the Ministry llill practice 
the u:)il sprelldu .. policyby incre&sing "m::.bile health teams u 

fir~t .in the secJi);-e reC;bns, then in the less secure 
ones, then right ;LriJhee1lloattled areas. 

These teamsui11a'ls:) he,.paqked by ne,1 '1aves of district 
trainees, by the impr:)ved system :)f meO.ical supply, by 
the construction of ne'/J c:)mm:)dities at different districts 
and hamlets •. 

From the'V'arbus pr:)jects :)f the 1968 program, the fo11:)I'1-
iug tasks l1i11 be carried ::Jut and fulfilled in six m:)nihs: 

_ ConstructbltaJ),ip1,ltting in :)perat'bn h "'X .• B. n (Tuber.cu­
bsis) h:)spi'\;a;L~~;t~aig::Jn and Khanh 11:>1... ..... . .' . 

- Reorganizatioll o,f22 .h~$pitals in the da)?itsl and 
provinces. . 

Expansion of the immunization campaigns against the 
communica.ble and inf.ectious diseases. 

Establishing the National lnstit1.lt~ f:)r Public Health. 

The,:tar veterans, i.r\c:i.ua.ing the dischargeo,.s::Jldiers ,. the 
wa:r:}rtV!i.lids,. their' de)?elid'e!t.ts such. as wives,children, 
p'arehts, c::Jnstitute a, l'eal problefl). to the G::Jvernment. 
Most of them are not "e11-t:)-do:)r highly educated and have 
no,s,p~c~9-,l. p:rotesdon. to earn thei~ mm. It ving • Fr:)m 1961 
uiltrt rf~Vrthe' nwtlber of dead soldiers exceeds 60,000. A.s 
a result, 25, 000 ~Tido~Ts and m::Jre than 100,000 orphans are 
innEled, 

In aq.a,ition, ,l1)~}'~, 1i.~l:ln, 3'0,000 'sqIdie~~ .. hal'e.been;c1.ts. ciq4.re;~,d, 
amon4:"'~)'jem],8 ;000 a~e ~ecei vine; cl,isably,q;fs~J.,;9xr,ap~e~, 
],9, gP'~:fiJe}~9~iv~r\g reti~elftent p.ens i:).l} r .. ·,qr , .. disc. }if,)r%,e,i,;a. y: . 
.£rerhjJ;':t~6ri'lt6"i967 ; 
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Although the G::JVernment has from 1964 to 1967 thrice 
increased the retirement pension and compensation benefits, 
the amount of the allo,r.tnce cannot keep up with the present 
cost of living. ' 

In :>rder t:> improve the ab ova situati:>n, the,Ministry 
'fill f:>cusits a1;tenti:>n on; 

promptly providing retirement pensi:>n and compensation 
benefits. 

educating the orphans of our dead soldiers. 

expanding the vocati:>nal tr&ining and rehabilitation 
pr:>gram. 

establishing t,'ro orthopedic centers in Danang, Qui Nh:>n, 
ren:>vating the Canth:> center, ,and creating a Physical 
Rehabilitati:>n Center ,a BlindRehabilitati:>nCentel' in 
Saig:>n. 

Besides, the Ministry for Veterans Affa irs will plan t:> 
build the Hards :>f the N&ticm,dch:>:>l at Danah." t:> expand 
the V::lca.ti:>nal Training ProgralU at the ~Ia.rds of' the Nation 
Scho:>l in Saig:>n, t:> create,more classro:>ms at different 
scl!l.:>ols in Hue, Can Tho andDa Nang>' In the g:>al :>f 
vocational training for ,rar vetera'ns, tile Ministry ,rill 
ren:>vate the Vocational Training Center at Cat Lai ,'lith 500 
trainees in each sess,ion. The Ministry will at th';) salUe time 
improve the joopiacel1lent serVice and coordinatel'1ith our 
allied organizati:>ns in order to establish other V:>cati:>nal 
Training classes outside the above mentioned centers. 

Especially in the :t'irst six m:>nths, the following tasks 
will be carried out; 

StudY the various IUeaStlres aiming at '1nciea~±t!tgthE! ,', 
amount ,of re1lirement:pensbn andc~mpensa1;ii:ril'-idenet'ltsin '" 
accordance 11ith the present cost oi'nV:t'iit,i iaM '17h'iils' raising 
the living standard of the vrar veterans • 

.I', ,(" )',";:~):' .,q <: !;,:V~-,·, >" " 

'Begin to pay the retirement'p'ehsbn':,\:d'~e"R~€f!:6ri~J. Forces 
'-, "'~ ';', _:-';,:"i "', ;,:c,f ';}'. (":':<;i:-")'\{t "'-,'" -'! • 
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and other compensation benefit$ to the Popular Forces 
and the Revolutionary Development Cadres. 

Expand the vocational training classes for the 
discharged veterans. 

Improve their production agencies and establish an 
Institute for the Wards of the NS'tion. 

The last important problem is Labor. The rapid expansion 
of the labor unions has caused some draw backs in their 
organizatbn and management. Since there is not yet a 
sincere 9ooperation ,between the employers and employees, 
the labor conflicts are not always easily settled in the 
spirit of the respect of Law. 

The~lar not only causes the lack of skilled labor but it 
also brings about an increased number of foreign workers. 
To cope with this situation, the Government program "1:1.11 
aim at training more labor union cadres, at training the 
,10rkers in their pr<:>fession to improve their skill, at 
increasing the control of factories on matters of hygiene, 
health, ,10rk safety, and at completing and making public 
the labor laws. 

Especially dilring the first 6 months of 1968, the following 
urgent tasks Hill be performed: 

follow up the establishment of a health record program 
and the physical examination before recruitment and 
periodicallY,thereafter for every worker. 

study the creation of Health and Hork Safety Committees 
in the factories employing 50 or more ~Iorkers. 

complete the election of over 3,000 workers' delegates, 
organize seminars and training courses on industrial 
management relations, assisting employers and employees, help 
tl;le employers and em'ployees ~rrite up industrial contracts. 

create 2 more placement offices in DaNang and Bien Hoa 
and some mobile placement services, ore;liInize 14 vocational 
training courses in Saigon and in 10 other provinces, 
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setting up an 8Tfice 81' f8reign "18rkers a imed at 
c::mtr811ine; and limitine; the Irtlmber ::>1' f::>reign v1:)rkers 
in ::rder t:) pr:)tect the interest ::>1' the Vietnamese ",:)rker8. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have just presented t::> y::>u the actual situatbn in Viet­
nam, the nati::mal p::>lj.cy ond the pr:)gram ar acti::m 1'::>r 
1968 as Hell as the urgent tasks in the first half ::>1' the 
yee.r. 

I'shall n::>,7 explain the pl':),,::>sed budGetf::>r fiscal yee,r 
1968* required f::>r the implementatbn ::>1' the apove mentioned 
programs. 

The preparation ::>1' this budget was urged by h::> c:::mtraq.ict::>-
ry c::>nsideratbns: . 

The fil'st ::me is '~he pressure ::>1' the war. The, ever increasing 
e:qlen.c1,itl1J:'eS t8r Defen,ce and P£l.cificati:l11 have seriously 
pertul:'bed the ec::>n:)lny ,::>1' the c::>_t:cy. On ::me hand, the 
Gavernmerrt must intensify Hs "~r eff::>rts and el'f::>rts 1;0 
preserve the nati::>n91 security, 8n the ::>ther, i't must elraft 
me,np::>wer and res::>urces frqm ::>ther areas t8 ,supp::>rt the above 
eff::>rts and c::>ncurrently t::> fight the infllitbnary pressures 
caused by the '17ar. The 1968 budget has been prepared in 
acc::>rdance 17ith the SlIi.ti-inf1ation pr::>grarn begun since the 
devaluatbn 81' the piaster 8n June 18,196<5. 

The sen::>nd c:)nsideratbn is the need 1':)1' eC8l'1::>mic deve1oi?~' 

ment. Vie cann8t jUtit focus 8nthe present1'7i th Us fierce 
"7ar raging 8n, and n::>t have in mind the rec8nstructbn and 
developraen'h.8f the Natbn 8nce peace is rest:t:>l'ed'~ 

* The GVN :t'isas'l:'yeal' begins 1 January' a'l'Idends December 31. 
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Considering the ab"ve, I shall s.uccessively p"int "ut the 
highlights ,,1' the estimated expenditures and revenues ::)1' 
the proposed budget. 

The total estimated expenditures f"r 1968i8 95 bill1::>n, 
piasters. Compared with 83 billions in 1967, there is an 
increase of 12 billions. The rate of increase ,,1' the 
estimated 1968 expenditures is l~·i, c"mpa:i;)ed t" 51% in 1967. 

T" point "ut the relative im:portance of our Nation I S 
pr"graills at the pres.ent time', the expenditures can .be 
classified as follows: 

ExpendJitvres related to thE;). "/0.1', such as Tiefense, .Se~ 
curity ••. 

Expenditures reserved f"r Cultlllral"Economic and Social 
prograills. 

Expenditures for the various recbJ!k!3truc.tion and 
devel"pment prof!;rarns. "." ,.,. 

The expenditures r.elated to the liar in!'l:il'II1i:s.ebll'14 b:;i.ll1::>ns 
01'.28'/0.;.., , 

These allocations . take up 66~b ,,1' thh.,e:~ .. : :::.~:i~t;\tI!lfM;.E!~' 
exp~Jfu;ttures of th" 1968 budget ,COl 

Thi~ .iicrease aims a·t· strengthening 

the Reptfulic ,,1' Vietnam with an adc1it~::l~:~~~~~~=~~~~~, 
and,about 3,000 civilian employee~. : r:~ 
logistics, psych"logical ,·mrfare prog:ra!~$ 

carr.:L61d ;:mt t:J create favorable CO~~!~~~;:~::~!~~.t-~ 
top:cElserve nat1::>nal security and 

The 1968 estimated C1Jltural,Ec"nomic. 
tures increase by 3.8 billions ,,1' 26% 
of the t"tal expenditures of the 1968 
18\~ in 1967. 

In this d"main, ':le M:ile first. t" consider the 
Educati:m, and the Hefllj;h branChes, Our main 
t" deve1:lp agencies, 'Gra:b:llll)oire te<;:hnic iansand • 
all levels to br::>a(len o~:r.a'<iltivities in the c~v:Le~i'< 
as in the rural areas ,esJle~ie(;tl.y t11"$8 

" ,J ,educati:m, popular edl;(!];~t,io7!tfc:i;i\lIXld rUe'al h~/.lth' 

• 
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Next, are the economic and financial programs. Their 
importance does not reflect in the funds all::>cated til 
the concerned ministries but in the investment or develop­
ment projects undertaken ,~ith private capital, and under 
the guidance of these lYlinistries. " 

The credits allocated to the various Reconstruction and 
Development programs increase by 2 billions, or 25%, as 
compared >rith the 1967 figures. 

The expenditures take up lCPh of the total Elstimated 
expenditures in 1968, as ,~as the case in 1967. 

The allocations for this year's HevolutionarY,Development 
program increase tiy'76% over 1967. The mai~, objectives 
of this program are to continue to ga~her' the' pepple and' 
build halillets. 800 additional New Li1'etiarrlie~s anei' 1,600 
pacified Halillets >rill becompletedin196~;" ,<' 'r' 

The continuihg war raises many urgent social' pr'61,lei,ns 
,-,hich are' solved through various urgent or Id~,"-'i'ange'" . 
programs of the Ministry of Refugees and.-Spci~;t'3~e~:f'a):'e .. ' 
The increase in'spending mostlyconcerns'tli.eG?Vernmeh1;'s' 
projects to resettle permanently ab'out 460,ooo're:!'jigees in 
the corning year. Besides, there arE' ,'the 'pr('}gr,ams\' 1:ioth ' 
political and social, of the Ministries of Open-Afri!i1i !ind .' 
Ethnic Development. All these programs airnat restoring a 

norm. al.' lif .. e. i ..... ri.'. t.he. n.a. t. ion~l c,o ... mrnUlli. t. y. :f'.bre .... t.-.ilil.,.~,~.,.,.'.~.'ln:t ...... !~?r .. iti:es and returnees. Thtoug'h the'1Sl6~ ,estimated mil'i':~ary and 
civilian expendi'tUfeiS; the ,G61i'ernment'sf:!0:W:s i~fW~;termiha-
tion to: . .' ",. 

Strenethen the. fighting efforts,oftheAAol<;j people. 
• - (,' '<,., ,." '.;,-':(,{":,:" ) -,/, ;',<"'.?::.'(!' :,)(.ij ,:'J:h:'! 

- Heduce t6 the miri:1.m\irira:Lllldlh)tui'M.:i:'sit'i!.i{re"opi;±-atiul'l 
expenditli'resC;"" S.iil '~"/" 

Set up the 
ment pr'6/l:rams 

foundation for the r~p9nstruction .. nd develop­
in the postVlsryesrs.": . ,)I. . 

'" '. ~< i 

I shall hereafter present the est±mate&:r~\I;~ll.U~SOf the 
proposed Budeet. 



Total revenues for 1968 are .estimeted at 70 billion 
piasters; compared ,ltth 66 billion in 1967 there is an 
increase of ~. billion. The rate ::>f increEjse of the 1968. 
estiulated revenues is 6</0, a very small increase compared 
with the 73% increase of 1967. 

These estimated revenues consist of ~JI billilhn, fr::>m the 
National res::>urces and 26 billi::>ns fr::>m the Counterpart 
Funds. 

Hith regard to the Nati::>nal res::>urces, cOf.lpared with the 
36 billion piasters revenues il) 1967, the estimated 1968 
revenues increase by 8%. 

'The majority of these revenues are brought about by 
imports: cu~t::>m duties added with perequation taxes 
amount to 22 billion piasters, that is 5ctfo of the total 
revenues from the National r<;>sourqes. l'rogressiin the 
collection of other taxes is not satisfactory. 

As for Revenues from the C.ounterpart Funds, the COlll!llercial 
Import Program. will bring to the Counterpa:rt Funds an 
estimated revenue of 26 b:i.lliQn pias.ters. This figure has 
decreased by 4 billion compared w~th 1967, because in 
fiscal year 1968 the imports undEfiIC,.American Aid program 
tend to decrease while the inip.orts wHh GVN dollars are 
increasing .• 

It is worth mentbning thatth~s is the first time since 
1962 that the estimated.revenues from the national resources, 
with a record ratio of 63</0, exceeds the revenues from the 
Counterpart Funds whic.h represent only 3710 of the total 
budget revenues. 

To sum up, I~ith the t::>tal estimated expenditures at 22 
bilUon piasters and the total estimated revenues at 1.Q. 
billion piasters, the net deficit of the 1968 national 
budgetl~ill be 25 billion piasters. 

Compared ,lith the l't billion piasters gap of 1967, tbis 
year's budget deficit is too high. This recalls the 1965 
gap of 26.7 billion ,piasters Imich caused a serious inflation 
,in the first months of 1966 and ,lhich forced the G::>vernment 
.1;0 decide the devaluation of the piaster. 
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.Under the actual circumstances, the Government cannot 
cut any spendings which ,qUl ,lessen the war efforts; all 
other expenditures have already been reduced to the 
minimum level. 

As for Budget Revenues, despite a1Llthe Government efforts 
to ful.1y c.o11ect the existing taxes, the revenues from 
the National Resources do not even make up half of the 
total Budget expenditures. 

All of US must aC,cept still more sacrifices and contribute. 
more to our national expenditures in order to gradually 
·reestablish the Budget equilibrium. 

During this fiscal year, the Government will probably have 
to submit to the National Assembly to vote on a certain 
number of measures aiming at increasing Budget R~venues to 
cope with.the heavy inflationary pressures in order to 
avoid the necessity of resorting to the extreme solution 
cif devaluating, the piaster once more. 

I am· convinced that you are' all well aware of the general 
economic and financial situation, and that you will, without 
delay, pass the entire Budget I have just presented in or~er 
to enable .tlleGOvernment to implement immediately its 
program of action. Furthermore, I .a1so wish that· you would 
respond to the Government's proposals and explain clearly 
to your constituents that the task of stabilizing the 
economy is not the sole responsibility of the Govern ment 
but also a common duty of all the people to safeguard the 
national economy. 

Mr. li'resident of the Senate, 
Mr. President of the House, 
Distinguished Senators and Representatives, 

I have .m:a.de a frank and factual rep'ort on the problems 
r.e1atedto the actual situation of the c:mntry, the National 
Policy, the Government's proeram of actions', and the . , 
proposed budget for 1968 as weH as .itselq?leJ1«t:ton~ In 
order to strictly implement this program Of action 80 as 
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t~ deal.vrith the difficult situatieln ~f clUr c~untry, the 
Gove=ent must have the mea"ns, and the most urgent and vital 
one is the budget. Theref()re, I ask the Natbnel Assembly 
tel appr~ve the pr~p~sed budget f~r fiscal year 1968 in a . 
short pe:rbd ~f time in ::Jrder :e::Jr the G::Jvernment 't::J carry 
::Jut immediately its planned pr::Je;rsms. 

The G::Jvernment. is fully Bvrsre o,f the natbnal situatbn; 
it is als:) c::Jnscious of i.ts re!3P~nsibility as ,·rell as j;he 
dangers and res,ults of J;nflatbn whim'it submits the Ffudget. 
The first draft has sll::Jvm 113 billion for the expenditures. 
The Executive povrerllas had to reduce. sharplhy the expendi­
tures to arrive at the actual figure. With such a strict 
pr~posal, any ful:"ther cut '''ill mak.e it impossible for US 

to av:>id the disastrous influences ::m the natbn' s a.ctivities. 

Furth~more, because of the war, the economic and social 
situation of the country is still experiencing many diffi­
culties and challenges, thus requiring timely and efficient 
measures. Depending on the circumstances, the Government 
will likely ask the National Assembly to appr~vea certain 
number of pr~posals aiming at reforming the fiscal system, 
the objective of which is to guarante.e the ec~nomic and 
social stabilization and development. 

Concerning the problem of ending the war, the· Government 
urges the National Assembly to respond fav:>rably to the 
efforts in mobilizing financial and human resouXces·· so 'as 
to soon restore peace to the nation. 

Finally, to materialize the aspirations for a truly 
democratic life of the whole population, the Government 
asks the National Assembly t~ lend a hand to the Executive 
pmqer in achieving the democratic institutions as prescribed 
by the Constitution. In that spirit, the Government will 
draft the bills concerning the status ~f political parties, 
the status of the press to forward to the National AS'sembly 
in the days to come. Bills concerning the Supreme Court, 
the Inspectorate, the Counc:i:l of· Magistrates, the C~uncil 
of EconomiC and Social Affairs, the Council 'of" CUltural' and 
Educational Affairs, the Council of Ethnic Minorities w11l. 
also. successively be sent to the National Assiilmbly.'· 
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tadies and Gentlemen, 

The success of failure of the national objectives do not 
depend entirely on the Government or the Executive p01~er, 
but also on you as representatives of the Legislative,' as 
well as the entire population. 

I believe in your strong patriotism, and I eagerly expect 
a close cooperation between the Legislative and Executive 
in order for us to gather more strength and reduce diffi­
culties in our first steps toward building Democracy. I 
strongly urge the understanding and the sense of duty of 
all groups and classes, the Army, the People,the Cadres, 
the Gover.nment so as to soon achieve our task. to safeguard 
and rebuild the /nat,ion. I earnestly call upon the under­
standing and the support of all the 'pe~ple in the Free 
World to share the sufferings and sacrifices that we have 
to endure fo):, our Independence:"and Freedom. Furthermore, 
I ask them to give us full support and help us in our . 
Mission to assure' the SUl'vive:iof Vietnam aud to contribute 
to the conso1:ldation of ~lorld peace. 

Let Ull pray for an independent ,unified, democr~ti.c, 
progressive, and ever .1ilsttng,Yietnam fatherland. 

Thank you. 

- 53 -



ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU 
BEIDRE THE JOINT SESSION OF TIlE Nl.TION.IIL ASSEMBLY 

}~. President of the Senate; 
~. President of the House; 

9 February 1968 ' 
-+++-

Distinguished Senators and Representatives; 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 

I em very pleased to come here today once again to present to you 'the 
'situation of our country in the past few days. 

I have always liked to present the truth, to put forward all my findings 
with a full sense of responsibility, and honestly propose to you what I 
consider as useful for the nation and for me to fulfill my mission. On the 
other hand, I shall always frankly and cooperatively welcome any recommenda­
tions to the Government from the National Assembly. 

I have al~ys thought that, whether we are the Executive or Legislative 
powers, we both are the organisms of a unique Republic of Vietnem. Whether 
Executive or Legislative, we are carrying the mandate of the Nation, 'and we 
are also responsible for the survival of the Nation in this critical stage 
of our history. All of us should be brave to accept our responsibility and ' 
actively support each other in order to fulfill our mission. 

I should remark here that on February 3, the Presidents of the Senate 
and the House cooperated with us to review the situation and decide on very 
urgent m.easures to cope.effectively with the situation. And in the following 
days, the Secretariats ,of the two Houses along with the Senators and Repre­
Sentatives as individuals leaders of political groups, chairmen of committees, 
have shown a strong understanding and ,cooperati:on with the Executive branch. 
They have strongly condemned tAe Communist aotivities, warmly supported our 
efforts and the anti-commdhist spirit of the people, enoouraged the soldiers; 
and made many constructive and useful reoommendations. I sinoerely praise yom: 
actions. I think that you have contributed much in the big and decisive 
Victories that our Armed Forces and our people have gained and shall continue 
to gain in the future. I shall present to you now, all the events in the past 
few days, the measures that the Executive branch have implemented and the 
actions being oarried out so that you and the people can be fully aware. 

}less •. Presidents, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In my State of the Nation message before the National Assembly on January 
25, 1968 I made the following remark concerning the general situation: 

"When the Regional Forces cannot support efficiently the. guerillas and 
when the main core units are isolated. from the Regional Forces their mutual 
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support no longer exists, thus their general offensive can no longer be realized. 

But I also warned you of a final effort of the Communists to use all 
their propaganda means, and along with the military efforts which had taken 
place ~n the first days of Tet south of the Demilitarized Zone and some places 
in the Highlands, they have incree.sed their mortar attacks at the utmost in 
many places throughout the territory. 

I also remarked that: 

IlUntil North Vietnam has to bow totally to decide whether to negotiate 
or end the war, they still are able to increase their l'1ilitary and sabotage 
efforts, at least in the course of this year. 1l 

There are two reasons for the Communists' actions, one is that they 
can no lQ,tlger achieve a total military and political victory, and the other 
is that they are forced to the point where they should end the war. Thus, 
the problem is that they do not want to end the war in total defeat, but they 
must have at least some victories to use as bargains at the negotiation table. 

For this reason the Communists decided to launch a general offensive 
leading to a general uprising at a time they thought as most favorable. 

Before launching the "general offensive" during the Tet truce, the enemy 
has initiat't;)d the battle at the Delililitarized Zone by marshalling several iNA 
Divisions, threatening the Khe-8anh and Quang-Tri area, and determining to 
obtain a military victory in this area. 

After returning from my visit to this region, I have presented that 
situation in my Tet address to the Vietnamese Peop~e. 

-In only one day, January 29, the CoIr\munists have violated 3'1 times 
the truce they themselves proposed. 

- At the same time, evidence showed that the iNA had really prepared 
to attack the provinces south of the Demilitarized Zone, .especially the area 
around Khe-Sanh and the Laotian border; they also reinforced their supply to 
support the attack. 

- So, the Government of Vietnam and its allies decided effective 
January 29, not to observe the Tet truce in I Corps Area and the territory 
south of the city of Vinh. 

- In fact, the Communists launched their "general offensive" in I and 
II Corps Areas during the night of January 29, anq. in the Capital City, 
the III and IV Corps Areas during the night of January 30, aiming primarily at 
seizing power at the local level, and th!!ll seizilli power throughout South 
Vietnam. 
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Following is the development of the situation in various Corps sinoe 
January 29: During the night of January 29, the aggressors shelled and attacked 
simultaneously a number of our provinoial chief towns and airports in I and 
II Corps Areas. 

They have infiltrated into, and attacked, the oities of Kontum, ~­
Nhon, Pleiku, Nha-Trang, Darlao, Hoi-An, and at the same time shelled the 
airport of De-Nang, the 23rd Division Hqs. at Ban-Me-Thuot, the 24th Speoial 
Seotor kqs. at Kontum. 

The above faots have shown that the Communists have violated the Tet 
truoe, with premeditation and preparation. After the Communists' attack 
against the oivilian population, the Govermnent of Vietnam and its allies 
were for oed to oanoel oompletely the truoe, effeotive 3 p.m. January 30 
throughout the territory. 

In oonjunotion with their aotivities in I and II Corps Areas during,the 
night of January 30, the enemy began to infiltrate into and attacked the 
Capital City, the Chief towns in III and IV Corps Areas. 

At about 2 a.m. January 30, the enemy simultaneously infiltrated into, 
attacked, and shelled a number of oivilian and military installations, suoh 
as the Tan Son Nhut Air Base, the Joint General Staff Hqs., the Navy Hqs., 
the Artillery oamp at Go-Vap, ~g-Trung Training Center, the Armor Camp, 
the Saigon Radio Station, the. Independenoe Palaoe, the U.S. Dnbassy, eto ••• 

In the III Corps Area, the enemy has shelled the 3rd Corps Hqs. at Bien 
Hoa, the. Bien Hoa Air Base, the Long Binh Camp, the 25th Division Hqs. at 
Hau Nghis, the Trang Bang Distriot. They also infiltrated into the provinoial 
chief towns of Binh Duong and PhuooTuy. 

In the IV Corps Area, the enemy has shelled, attacked, or infiltrated 
into the provincial ohief towns of MyTho,Raoh Gia, Soo Trang, Can Tho, An 
Xuyen, VinhLong, Kien Hoa, Vinh Binh and Chau Doo. 

w1dle the enemy deployed their efforts in the ,Capital City, the III 
Corps and IV Corps Areas, they also attacked and shelled, in the I Corps Area, 
the Duy Xuyen Distriot (Quang 1'am), the 1st Division Hqs. at Hue, the Dong Da 
Training Center at Phu Bai, the 7th Armor Regiment at An Cuu, the 3rd 
Infantry Regiment looated at North of Hue, the Hon Uuoo Airport (~ang Nam), 
the outpost at the Hai Van Pass,~g Ngai City, the Tam Ky Distriot, the 
6th Infantry Regiment Hqs, the Sub-8eotors of ~g Tri, Darlao, Kontum and 
Pleiku. 

On. February 1, the enemy attacked the provincial chief towns of Binh 
Duong,. Ba,Ria, and maintained their pressures on Pleiku,Kontum, Chau Doo, 
Thua Thien andJ;larlao. 
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This has been the developnent of the enemy's major activities durir 
the first .3 days of the Communist'.s "general offensive". 

During the days which followed, the enemy's activities decreased and 
were no longer impetuous and coordinated as seen in the first .3 days. 

However, the enemy tried to maintain their pressures on Hue; they 
desperately defended the area inside the "Citadellell , burned the :ror. depot, 
occupied the city jail, released 2000 prisoners and destroyed one span of 
the Truong Tien Bridge. At tile same time, the Communists increased their 
shelling and harassing in the IV Corps Area where Route No.4 was damaged in 
several locations. . 

On February 5, the KheSanh Camp was again under enemy attack. 

On February 7, the Communists utilized, for the first.time, armored 
veh1clesoriginating from the Laotian territoty and attacked the ClDG Camp 
at Lang Vei on route No.9, near the Khe Sanh Camp. In the afternoon of 
February 7, the Lang Vei Camp was lost t9 the enemy. 

As of this morning, in several areas of the territory, the enemy still 
continued their shelling on a certain number of our installations. 

In Hue, our armed forces and our allie.s have reoccupied most of the 
important installations; the enemy's activities were reported to be sporadic 
and only in the outskirt of the city. 

In. Saigon, the mop-up operations are continuing .successfully. 

In summary, the enemy's "general offensive" plan has completely been 
broken by our armed forces and our people, due to the quick and effective 
reaction of our friendly andalli~d forces and also due .to the valuable 
cooperation of the population. ~ . ~endlyandallied forces continually 
launched their operations to s)leep,pursue and destroy the enemy, inflicting 
heavy casualties to them in all fields atld pushing them out of towns and cities. 

However, because of their military defeat, the enemy dispersed themselves 
into small groups; concealed in populated areas to shell us and to continue 
their sniper fire; destroyed public facilities such as bridges, power plants, 
hospitals; burned the population's houses in the cities and in the refugees' 
camps, in order to cause maximum damage to the civilian population before 
their withdrawal. 

The cumulative casualty figures for the period January 29 - February 9 
are as follows: 
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~:riendly forces. 

Killed 
vlounded 
Y.issing 
Heapons lost 

Enemy forces. 

Killed 
J;letained 
Returnees 
Weapons lost 

ARVN 
and 
National Police 

1609 
4987 
128 
404 

25.436 
5.9ll 

16 
6.944 

Allied 

741 
3883 

3 

2350 
8870 

13;L 
404 

If we analyze the enemy's activities during the p~t days, we observe 
that their "general offensive" plan had been prepared a long time ago, 
aiming at the following military and political objectives: 

The main military objective of the Communists was to achieve a "general 
offensive" leading to a "general uprising". 

But since their main militro;y objective was not obtained, they are now 
aiming at their secondary objective whioh is to support the guerilla, 
organizations in the areas surrounding the cities, and to use the guerillas 
to pin down our forces. 

Their military objective was also to expand their controlled areas, to 
diminish ours, in order to collect more resources f'or their war needs on one 
hand, and to blockade the economy in the cities, on the other. 

The main political objective of the Communists is an uprising of the 
population, aiming at overthrowing our constitutional Government in order to 
establish a so-called "revolutionary" government which advooated the with­
drawal from South Vietnam of U.S. and Free World Forces, and the negotiation 
with the NLF to impose the total domination of Communist Hanoi on South 
Vietnam. This "revolutionary" government is hidden behind a "Unified Front 
for the Feople for Damocracy and Fea.ce" that the Cammunists had begun to es­
tablish at· Hue and Saigon immediately after the Tet truce aggression. 

The enemy's plan consists of two phases: 

Phase 11 To use Commando groups, sabotage groups, in combination with 
the militia, to attack and occupY secretly and surprisingly our 'strategic 
administrative and military headquarters and our radio stations, if they exist. 

• 
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Phase 2: To.use radio broadcasting and tmned propaganda groups in 
order to instigate the population for mass manifestations whose scheme is 
peace, coalition and overthrow of the government while their main regular 
and regional forces complete the military objectives. The Communists 
also advocated the arming of the population in the cities in order that 
their Ugeneral offensive" had the nature of an uprising movement of the 
population against the government. The Communists also aimed primarUy at 
attacking the GVN end ARVN, and only had the intention to pin down our 
allied forces in their actual positions by shelling and harassing actions. 

The Communist Plan has been carried out by the en~ who adopted the 
following strategy and tactics: 

strategy: J!mploy all available forces to attack at all places, in 
the view of: 

- Forcing the friendly forces to defend Saigon end the provincial 
chief towns. 

- Seizing the power in some lO.\lalities, 1£ possible, to create condi-
tions of negotiation. 

- Annihilating our Revolutionary Development program. 

Tactics: 

- Secretly infiltrate weapons and ammunitions into Saigon and provincial 
chief towns on the occasion of Tet. 

- Commando and sabotage units, dispersed into amall groups, infUtrated 
by all means into the marshalling areas where they received weapons and 
immediately attacked the assigned targets. 

- Occupy the above targets by raids or strong attacks. Defend and 
wait for reinforcement, then attack again. 

- If the Communists fail in both phases 1 and 2, they shell- and commit 
sabotage to withdraw. 

x X 
X 

The Communist I s error in the Ugeneral offensiye". 

The Communists have misjudged that the actuals;1.tuat;1.on is "riper than 
ever" for them to launch a "general offensive" and incite a "general 
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uprising" of the population. 

The reason for this is, on one hand, the Communists thought that the 
population was ready to listen to their propaganda and, on the other hand, 
they have misoaJ.oulated our fighting potentiaJ.. Beoause of those serious 
and basic errors, the Communists have failed badly in their generaJ. offensive 
soheme. The faots have shown that our armed foroes have oourageously 
fought and broken the back of their generaJ. offensive and at the same time the 
population has demonstrated their anti-oommunist spirit and their non­
oooperation with the enemy; instead, the population has closely oooperated 
with the government and the armed foroes. 

In brief, defeated in their soheme of a generai offensive and a generaJ. 
uprising, the enemy is now foroed to withdraw its main foroes from the oities. 
But they will unfold their oonspiraoy to support, organize, and arm the 
guerillas in order to pin down our main foroes. They might maintain a 
number of units to help the guerillas harass the oities and shrink our 
oontrolled areas, and blockade oureoonamy. 

The enemy main forces might repeat their attacks in order to forge 
advantageous positions whereby they reserve the initiative. At the same 
time, they will pin down and gradually destroy our forces, secure and widen 
their controlled areas, block our pinoer strategy, namely the search-and­
destroy operations and the Revolutionary Development Program. 

In oonjunotion with the. above aotivities, the enemy might launoh an 
armed insurgenoy in the ruraJ. areas. The guerillas, with the help of their 
100aJ. foroes, will simultaneously attack the districts, hamlets, and New 
Life Hamlets. This "pointll - and - IIfaoes" strategy will be oarried out by 
Communists in a seleoted number of weak provinces or vitaJ. bases. 

In summary, after the failure of their generaJ. offensive, the enemy will: 

~, maintain guerillas around the oi ties, so as to oontinue their 
shelling, harassing, and propaganda, and aJ.so to pin down a number of our 
units. At the same time they will try at the utmost to destroy the 
oommunioation links to oreate diffioulties to our supply system and our economy. 

Seoond, launch some all-out battles, possibly in the Demilitarized 
Zone, the Highlands, in order to obtain some important military viotories 
whioh might be used as politioaJ. pressure. If they oan not suooeed, they 
will at least be able to pin down a sizeable number of our units and aJ.lied forces 
in the areas far from the populated delta, foroing us to abandon other plaoes, 
and creating difficulties for our Revolutionary Development Program. 

:Third. try to reoccupy a part of the ruraJ. areas whioh they have lost 
to our Revolutionary Development Program in the past few years, in order to 
have resour~es and manpower to replaoe thei,r oombat losses and to oontinue 
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the fighting. 

Ladies and GentlEllllen, 

During the reoent general offensive of the Communists the population 
have suffered heavy oasualties. 

The inhumane aim of the Communists was to invade the populated areas, 
herd the population and use thEIIII as shield for their attacks or their 
retreat, fight from house to house in order to oause the destruction of the 
population's properties and raise difficulties for the Government. 

Our Armed Forces were particularly cautious in preserving the lives 
and properties of the population and kept a slow pace of progression in 
order to avoid unnecessary and excessive destruction. 

However, to counter the inhumane destruotion of the Communists who 
set fire to the houses and took advantage of the confusion to retreat, or 
opened fire onto the population, our Armed Forces had to resort to drastic 
measures to expal thEIIII out of the populated areas in order to protect the 
lives of the soldiers and the population. 

As of the e.f'ternoon of February 8,' the interim record of civilian 
casual ties in 31 provinces and the Capital is: 

. - . 3,071 dead 
- 7,945 wounded 
- 189,650 refugees 
- 21,089 houses heavily damaged 
- 1,500 houses lightly damaged. 

The oasualties figures for the SSigon-Gia Dirih area stand at 129;008 
refugees, 9,000 houses heavily damaged. The most heavily hit areas are: 
Pham The Hien (8th Precinct), Raoh to Gem (7th PrecinQt), Binh T:Len (6th 
Preoinot). . . 

So far, Kien Iloa province has suffered the most. liowE/ver, weoanno't 
yet assess the damages of Thua Thien and Hue.. . . '. ".' 

Besides the above civilian casualties, the soldierst famflfes'living 
in dependents quarters in the Saigon-Gia Dinh area (~ Moi - Go Vap) and 
the other cities have been mercilessly murdered by tli~'lOcinm1in1sts; 

. As examples of the blood-thirsty Communists' bai'barisDlYweoan cite 
the case of two armor officers and their families: .. . . 

• Lieutenant-Colonal Hu.ynh NgooDiep, his oid mother, wife, and two 
children; 
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- Lieutenant-Colonel Nguyen Tuan, his wife and six children, have been 
assassinated to the last without regards to innocent children. 

- Moreover, the interim record shows 360 military dependents dead and 
400 wounded, over 1,000 military houses burned. In most places the 
~estruction was total. 

Following are the measures that the Government had taken in order to 
protect the lives and properties of the population, 

a/ Martial Law has been promulgated over the whole territory of the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

bl The Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces and police together with the 
Allied Forces have strongly and successfully counter-atte.cked in the 
Capital and the cities under Communist attack. At the present time the 
Republic of Vietnam and Jillied Forces are in control of the situation 
everywhere. 

cl There still are a number of Communists scattered in the populated 
areas keeping on terrorizing, assassinating, indQ.ctrinating the population 
and burning houses; our forces must therefore carefully clear every block, 
every hamlet in order to gradually bring back order and reduce as much as 
possible the damages to the population. 

dl The population 1n the fighting zones have been evacuated to secure 
areas with the active help of the civilian organizations such as' the Red 
Cross, the religiOUS, civic action, popular, youth, students groups. 

e/ Providing the refugees with shelter, medical assistance and supply. 

fl Shortening the curfew hours progressively in order to bring back 
a normal life to the cities. 

g/ Restricting traffic by day and night, and in the areas where the 
Communists are still hiding: 

- Control traffic and pedestrians. 

- Prohibit any gatherings and strikes. 

- Close the public recreation facilities. 

- In Gia Dinh alone except fl1)r the center of town, the 24 hour curfew 
is still in effect. 

- Tharl,ks to the strict oontrol measures and the discipline of the 
population~ security and order have been quiokly restored. 

• 

• 



h/ l'loreover, with the support and cooperation of the population, 

the Armed Forces and police have arrested an important number of hiding 

communists and seized many weapons. 

Using the Open Arms policy, the Government has exhorted through propa­

ganda leaflets the Communists to come back to the National side. 

i/ Security measures being enforcedl 

- Restrict the traffic from outside into the Capital, control the 

people in the streets; 

- Continue the search and clear operations and police operatiOns in 

the areas where suspected Communists are still hiding. 

- Continue the military operations to relieve the enemy pressure on 

the Capital and cities under Communist. attack (Hue - Dalat}. 

j/ Measures in order to preserve security: 

On account of the situation, the military authorities have been given 

the power to enforce the necessary measures to protect public secur.ity and 

order. Therefore, there are many restrictions on traffic, gathering, public 

recreation and the freedom of the press. Civilians must turn all weapons and 

ammunitions into the Authorities, infringements of national order and security 

will be dealt with by the l1ilitary Courts under emergency procedure. However, 

thanks to the gradual restoration of security, the curfew hours have been 

shortened depending on the areas. If the population cooperates in soon 

restoring total security, the Govel"lll1lent will progressively lift the above 

restrictions and end the Hartial Law enforced on the .whole country. 

Committee for the Relief of War Victims. 

On February 3, 1966 I have signed a decree establishing the Committees for 

the Relief of War Victims on the central as well as the regional level, and 

the Vice-Fresident has been appointed to organize and direct those COinmittees. 

In the Corps areas, the Capital, the provinces and cities, upon necessity, 

a local ComIni ttee will be foi'Died. 

The assignments of these Committees are: 

- . immediate relief for the war victims; 

- help than back to a normal life; 

. sOlveth'e lIIupplyproblEinI 



- reinforce the self-defense system of the population. 

As of February 9, 1968, 31 out of the 48 provinces and cities (except 
the Capital) have formed local Committees, and started operation. 

War victims ralief and refugee operations: 

As of yesterday afternoon, the refugees figures are: 

- 63,954 in 52 temporay shelters for the Saigon area; 

- 65,554 in 24 temporary shalters in Gia Dinh; 

In every temporary shelter, there are RD, Civic Action, Hedical, Informa­
tion and PSy-vlar cadres 11 ving right with the refugees to assist them. 

In the future more refugee camps will be created depending on the needs. 
As of yesterday afternoon the total of funds andmll.terials provided by the 
ralief and Social Welfare Ministry to the relief centers in the whole 
country, amounts to: 

- 46,000,000 piasters; 

- 2,004 tons of rice; 

- 27,158 mats; 

7,450 blankets; 

- 24,967 condensed milk cans; 

- 34,483 cans of fish; 

- 8,000 cans of meat; 

- 7,3481iters of nuoc-mam; 

- 3,224 oooking sets; 

The ofi'ioialand private organizations in~e~~On!3eto the Government 
appeal have sent to the Relief and Social Welfare 1f:i.riPstry 1,495,195 piasters 
and goods such as rioe, oloth, used garments •. 

To the population of the Capital, water is.aness,~tial daily need and 

the Government has suoceeded in maintaining thl' w.a~~i ,SUP'ply. 

l~ith regards to the food supply, the stool<;I:lQ~e'\;llrPl~ P~Clduots such as 
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rioe, sugar, meat, will last 2 to 3 months. 

With regards to publio health; in the Saigon - Gia Dinh area, the medioal organisations have vaocinated over 10,000 people, sprayed DDT at the refugees' temporary shelter, purified drinking water for the Capital. 
The Information and Psy-War efforts have been pushed at a fast paoe; 25,000,000 leaflets of all sorts have been dropped including proselyting leaflets for enEmlies and civilians. 105 arial information broadcast sorties were made. 

Although the National Broadoasting Center had been heavily damaged by the Communist attack and is under repair, the radio broadoast all. over the country is being assured . through the liational and Armed Forces Network and the population all over the country is regularly informed. 

The few local redio stations which had momentarily ceased broadcasting in the first days have now resumed operations. 

Mess. PreSidents, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have just presented to you the Communist activities and conspiraoies as well as our measures to cope with them. Throughout this presentation you have realized that in the aotual challenge we are. in full control of the situation. Here also you can realize that the Communists have used up all their available capability and unfold all their cruel plans with the hope to force advantageous positions. in the military and political fields. 
To cope with such an impetuous and fi,erce enemy, we should use up all our energY and enforce all measures considered as essential to assure success. 
Wi th regard to our efforts, we have gained good results in the past few days. As for spirit, the Executive and Legislative powers, the whole population, the Goverllillent and the Army, all hs.ve shown a unanimous and closed solidari ty. Concerning our. capabili ty, all groups and classes of the society have contributed all their energy in the common effort of the nation, from destroying the enemy by weapons to encouraging and assisting the victims of war. 

Concerning the measures which were enforced, you have realized that the Government had to strongly implement all the measures considered as essential but, also the Government had to restrain itself into applying only the measures considered as indispensable in dealing with the enemy. 
As I have told you and the people many times, our situation is extremely critical. We have to fight the Communists to safeguard Independence and 



~Teedom but we also have to build at any oost a truly democratio regime. 

'£hough they are related, the two duties mentioned above differ in many points. 

OUr antioommunist movement will be useless if we oannot build a free and truly 

demooratio regime. On the other hand, if we let ourselves be tied by the 

perspeotive of Democracy and Freedom, if we dare not implement the 

appropriate measures, then the Communists will exploit it as a useful means 

for them to expand their aggression and terror oampaigns, thus bringing the 

danger of a Communist diotatorship nearer to us and rendering impossible a 

true Democracy and Freedom. 

The Government itself had fully realized those difficulties, and for 

that reason, it had both to be energetio and to restrain itself. However, I 

am deeply enoouraged when I realize that the Senators and Representatives are 

fully e.ware of that oritioal situation. In the heavy task of dealing with 

the aotual oritioal situation, I am very oonfident due to your understanding, 

support, and frank oooperation in the first minutes and throughout the past 

few days. Until now, all the Communists' efforts have failed in all plaoes. 

However, the result of this offensive oan still be felt for a long time. As 

I he.ve pointed out, the Communists are still able to repeat their oonspiracy 

in 1968. In the face of tlds Situation, I believe that the understanding and 

cooperation of all the powers and groups of the Nation, particularly between 

the Executive and Legislative powers, need to be consolidated and developed 

so as to be increasingly lasting and strong. I strongly urge all of us to 

contribute the most of our efforts in consolidating and develouing this spirit 

of understanding and cooperation. 

I sincerely expect the ooof,eration between the Executive and Legislative 

powers, first as Ii morB~ support in yr1ncil'le and last materialized into 

legislative acts, with Ii decisive and direct influence on the situation. 

1'he cruel and reokless attacks of the Communists have shown us more 

clearly the immediate dangers which need to be solved; and they also show 

us the demands we should fulfill. 

For this reason, the Government had to deoide immedi~,tely on a number 

of Seourity measures aiming at dealing energetioally and direotly with the 

situation, preventing the disaster from spreading, and also at proteoting 

the people effeotively and safeguarding the national order and security. 

Those measures area striot minimum for a war time; they were not fully 

enforoed in the pa.st beoause the situation did not neoessitate a striot 

enforcement. 

Aps>arently, they somewhat violate the rights of Freedom and .Demooraoy. 

However, the reality of the past days mw,es us realize that if we do not 

have those measures, the situation will beoome sO aritica:!, that it will 
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be hard to reassert our control. 

All of us strongly believe and actively fight for Freedom and Democracy, 
but, above all, we need to safeguard this Nation. and to maintain our 
constitutional regime. If we cannot safeguard the. Nation or maintain our 
constitutional regime, and if we let the Communists unfold their conspiracy, 
then all the proclamations on Freedom and Democracy will simply be useless. 

As I have presented, the Government will strongly enforce every 
necessary measure, but it also will strictly restrain itself applying the 
essential measures to a sufficient degree in dealing with the situation. 
It is in that spirit that the measures mentioned above have been decided upon. 

And I am once more deeply encoureged by the unanimous approval cJ: the 
Senate and the House. 

I am fUlly aware that we have a Constitution; the minimum measures 
necessary to cope with a critical situation of the Nation do not mean that 
the Constitution is no longer in use. 

On the contrary, those measures are indispensable to the Government in 
stabilizing the situation, the confidence of the people so as to restore as 
soon as possible normal life for the people and to protect and enforce the 
Constitution. 

With regards to Defense, in order for us to deal effectively and in a 
timely manner with the situation, it is natural to increase the number of 
our soldiers as planned earlier, but now we have to proceed rapidly in order 
to meet the demand of the war. For this reason, the J.linistry of Defense will 
have to strictly enforce the Partial Hobilization Law, promptly carry out the 
draft call so as to fUlfill our plan ahead of schedule. 

Along with those laws, the If.inistry of Defense will have- to enforce the 
following measures: 

- Delay the discharge of military personel of all ranks except those 
discharged on grounds of health; . 

- Strengthen in every aspect the defense forces by immediately recalling 
the veterans with less than 5 years of service and still in the mobilization 
are brackets; 

- Draft all young men under the partial mobilization ege brackets 
sooner·than originally scheduled. 

Besides, the following 2 programs. of urgent actions will also be carried 
out: they are the military training program for students and civil servants: 
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- All oivil servants from 45 years of age down will reoeive a speoial 
mili tary training and will be armed to help the 1lI"1IlY in order to proteot their 
offioes, or they will be civil defense oadres at their residing plaoes so 
as to guide the people, seoure their safe-being in their respeotive wards in 
oase of natural disaster and politioal turmoil, and to be able to oommand 
a oivilian fighting foroe, thus proteoting the life and fortunes of the 
oitizens. 

- All sohoolboys, students from 17 years of age up will reoeiv,e a military , 
training program in oonjunction with their aoademic curriculum so that, when 
the oircumstanoes require they will be ready to fight with the soldiers; and in 
the future, upon graduation, they will beoome reserve offioers of the 1lI"1IlY. 

All the programs I have mentioned above have been outlined in the 
Government's program of aotions which I have submitted to you earlier in 
my state of the Hation on January 25, 1968. 

Now, on aooount of the situation and the !urgent demand I sinoerely 
hope that you will approve those measures in order for the Government to 
thoroughly implement them. 

Conoerning the implementation of ,the National Polioy and the Govern­
ment's program of actions which I submitted before the ;~ational Assembly in 
my address of January 25, I want to oonfirm again today 'the deoision of the 
Government to oontinue the striot implementation of the program in all aspeots: 
Building of Demooracy - Solving the war, and Reforming the Sooiety-despite the 
oritioal oondition which our nation is undergoing.Ho~ever, I need your total 
support in order to solve the aotual difficultiesoreated by the politio,al 
turmoil, as well as. the major difficulties we will have to face in the beginning 
of this decisive year. Thus, your prompt approval of the budget for fisoal 
year 1968 is highly needed so as to give the Government the neoessary means to 
oa:rry out the urgent programs and solve immediately the existing problems. 

I wish to fix the end of February as the deadline for you to pass the 
proposed budget for 1968. 

Besides ,due ,to the special si.tuation in this deoisi ve year and in 
addition to the problems created today as well as in the near future by the 
determined and maximum efforts put forth by the enemy to strive toward the 
final viotory, the urgent and special needs to increase our war potential in 
every field will arise and could be met if and only if the Government has all 
the means, ready and suffioient, to deal with those problems in an effioient 
manner. 

Thus, I would like to request the National Assembly to especially 
empower the Executive to.decide and promulgate by Deoree - Laws .all the 
eoonomio and fi:nsncial measures considered indispensable, for, a periO~ of one • 
year. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I had carefully explained this point in the part dealing with the 
Budget appropriations, in my State of the Nation Message of January 25. Then, 
I had called upon your understanding to approve th~ 196e Budget in a short 
time. At the same time, I had also. warned you that, on account of the war, 
the social and economic situation of the country will require efficient and 
urgent measures and therefore,the Government will likely request the National 
Assembly to approve a certain number of fiscal measures, in order to. ensure 
the stability and the development of the National Economy and Society. 

Furthermore, I am sure that the current situation and the difficulties 
which will arise in the months to come are stron,g arguments in favor of my 
special requests mentioned above. 

Even though these special powers are vested upon the Executive branch 
by the National Assembly, I always believe in the mutual understanding and 
close cooperation between the Executive and Legislative branches. Hy policy 
is to maintain consultations between the Executive and Legislative branches 
prior to the promulgation of any measures. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have just made a sincere and factual report on the situation of the 
country ~d concurrently. I also have proposed some measures which I 
sincerely hope will receive your earnest and wholehearted support. 

To my fellow country men, especially to those living in the areas which 
were under the Communist attacks, I would like to take this opportunity to 
convey to you all my sincere condolence. 

I p~ay for those innocent war victims and sincerely wish to share the 
burden with those who have suffered, and those who were separated fran 
their. loved ones. 

The Communists often claim that they are fighting for the welfare of the 
population. Their propaganda could not convince anyone and their actions 
during the last few days incriminated themselves. They have shown their true 
color. The Communists did not care for the traditional Tet ceremony. While 
everyone, every family long for a reunion, the COIllIJIunists did not hesitate to 
destroy the cities, the populated areas, and. to murder the population. They 
have used the promise for a truce during Tet to fit their scheme to work 
toward a surprise victory. 

They disregarded their promise and did not care about their moral 
responsibility. Moreover, after they have failed in their attacks, with 
none of the military and political objectives attained, th~y had killed 
without reserve, set fire and destroyed all they could, and they did not care 
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about the interest of the pOf,ulation. This is another proof that the 
Government ~'nd the l\rn,y are not the only enemies of the Communists. 'l'he 
;Jo}'ulation is also considered by them D.S their enemy. 

'l'he treacherous acoions by the Omrumunists are to be incriwinated and 
sbjected. l'he high luorale and discipline of our population are to be 
corr.raended. 1'verywhere, the po:;>ulation have disregarded ell temptations and 
plots offered or forced upon them by the GOInmunists; they have behaved 
admirl'.bly; they heve well observed discipline and they have not once 
cooperated with the enemy, and have given a hand to the Government end the 
Lrmy in their mission of eradice.ting the enemy. In nwny places, especially 
in Saigon, the population organized intc groups to serve as Civil DefeJ;lse. 
'l'hat great spirit is to be commended and encourb.ged to develop. 

I urgently call upon the population to cooperate closely with the 
Authority end the brmed l!'orces, to observe the strict discipline measures, 
so that we cen make a forward stride toward our victory, so that the 
Coramunists I plots will not occur again. 'l'hen, the population will not have 
to bear e.gdn the he.rdships caused by the treacherous Communists. 

'l'hroug;;out the recent events, besides the mutue~ understanding and close 
cooperation between the Executive and Legislative branches, between the 
Government and the l"opulation, I also 1~ould like to corrumend ve.rious religious, 
social,. political organizations and personalities of all sociel strata. Hith 
their differences left s!1ide, the above organizations and personalities he.ve 
either procleirr.ed their condemnation or actue~ly contributed theirefi'orts 
in the close cooperation with the officials, they have hel,led in trying to 
solve the current and urgent problems which ha.ve arisen, especially the 
jlroblem of helping the war victims. 

The Government sincerely wishes to remember those generous acts and 
calls upon the population to ~Iork toward the important national efforts. 

Our Hation belongs to us, all of us, end in the difficult time ahead, 
we have no right to waste our resources, especially, we should not, for a 
minor difference, stand aside and wait.. We should contribute to the best 
of our ability to the service of the .• mtion and the Population. 

To the 1l11ied Forces and civilian organizations which have helped 
efficiently the Government and the RVl'IAl!' in their efforts to destroy the 
enen1y as \oIellns to help our people during ·the last few days, I would like 
to express thegrstitude of the Nation and my own. 

O.ne of the Communist propaganda. themes was that the U.S. 1lrmy had helped 
the Colr..munists in trying to force the formation of a Coalition Government. 
Tha.t theme is an often used, malicious tactic which .aims to break the 
monolithic ·bl<!ld1formed by our forces end those:df our Allies. 
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To the JUlies who have sent their troops to fight in Vietnam, I would 
like to convey ny deepest gratitude for their understanding and their solid 
and staunch support in helping us to ,Jreserve our independence and our 
democratic regime. I oertainly hope that the recent Communists I aotions will 
hell' our ,lllies as well as other Aatiolls, the world over, to recognize the 
aotua.l neture and the obj eoti ves of' the Communists. 

The If-ore tiley get to knO~1 the Il8,ture and the objeotives of the CODllllunists, 
the more our LIlies and other freedom loving oountries will understend and 
apFrove the firm and resolute position of our oountry. He have to deal 
firmly with the enemy not beCE.use we axe belligerent, but because the 
Collllllunists are a stubborn and melioious enemy. ~'or them what they have been 
oe.1lin& as f'ep,ce is a trutap oaxd in their w!lr stretegy. Ji.n example is the 
recent Tet truce. They have transformed it into the bloodiest cSlllpaign ever. 

I wish to call U;lon the /;1lies and other freedom loving l~ations to size 
up the difficulties our Nation is encountering end to understand the position 
of the Republic of Vietnam. I hope that they e,ll will support whole-heaxtedly 
our position ill any situation which ne,y come u:,. 

'l'he Government of the Republic of VietnSlll .d.shes to assert its ste.unch 
Gnd solid position. I have requested e, few governments and some important 
personalities to find the most effioient ,faY to tr~msmi t to Hanoi my 
stand)oints. 'J."ney are: 

1. .\s a leader elected by the people of the ~outh I c~lll upon the moral 
res;,onsibili ty of the ilorth Vietnrun goverrunent to cease its ae;gression, to 
j)ut r;)1 end to the long sufferrance of the Vietnamese nation, in the South 
8,S well as in the North. 

2. l'he Vietnar. problem oue;ht to be solved by the ;'Jorth and South 
f,overnment themselves. 

3. I st'llld ready to meet the Hanoi government to dis ouss the peace 
restoration whenever llanoi gives some indioation of its goodwill. 

,U,) to this day, there is no result whatsoever. 

However, through their ever b1atent end increasingly overt agression 
and their treacherous attem~)'f;s during the 'ret truoe allover South Vietnam, 
the CODllllunists from the liorth have shown the,t they still nurture the hope 
fo~ a tot~l victory, militf~y as well' as well political in 30uth Vietnam 
or at least for a few mili tary suooesses to use them as a bargain at a 
conference table in exchange for some politict'.l concessions. 

As long as the CODllllunists do not chenge their mind and their treacherous 
praotices, I feel that the Allies: 
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1. Should not trust the peace declarations of the Communists. 

2. Should. not fall into the Communists' trap which is to stop our self defense aotions, eSiJecially to stop the bombing in the North, then to suffer heavier casual ties and drag the war iurther instead of moving toward peace. 

3. Should, on the contrary, keep on punishing the stubborn agressors to open their eyes. 

4. Should keep on showing our good will for peace, keep on opening the door for peace, for the CQD~unists will not move toward a frank and honest peace until they realize that they can no longer win militarily and their forces are totally depleted. 

1<'inally, to help the numerous war victims during the recent cOllllllunists attacks, I also wish to call upon the various organizations allover the world, for their intense help, to relieve the hardship borne by the population. I would like to call attention to the fact that the Republic of Vietnam has been supporting a heavy loe.d in the preservation of' word peace. lfuat we are fighting in 'iTietn&.1, we are fighting not only to preserve our Nation from felling into the Communists' henas, \,e are slso fighting for the interest of Dernocre.cy to prevent the Conununists' expansion in the ~lorld. 

Hr. :i'resident of the Senate, 
].lr. l'resident of the jfouse, 
Distinguished Senators and Representatives, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In the history of our long and arduous struggle against the war supported and directed by the Horth Viets, the first few days of the new lunar year which we have endured can be counted as the most deoisi ve and glorious days ever. 

By decisive, I menn this: It is the first time that the Communists have committed all their full armed forces in their general offensive allover the country. The attacks are daring, foolhardy and they are characterized by a last surge of efforts, without regard for casuB.lties. 

By glorious, I mean this~ In this decisive and strenuous challenge, we have, one one hand, blunted the enemy military spearheads, destroyed the great part of the enemy main forces. (in the other hand, we have developed within the Population, the Army, an unified and solid spirit of cooperation which is aimed at fighting against the cOllllllon enemy and to preserve the Nation. 

'The military victories and successes since January 50, 196$ are tremendous. Hevertheless, the political achievements are also important, by all means. In this challenge, all of us, the Executive and the Legislative Branches, the Government and the l'opulation, the Soldiers and the Civilians, we have shown our solidarity, our unyielding, unshaken spirit and determination. he all Imow how to concentrate all our efforts, we are ready to accept our 
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responsibilities and if needed even sacrifice our lives. All of our efforts 
are concentrs.ted toward the destruction of' the enemy, end the protection 
of the Second Republic. 

The close cooperation between the Executive >U1d the Legislative branches, 
between the f'opulation the Government end the Army, during the decisive 
recent fights is an encouraging sign to be based upon to guide our future 
efforts. That sign also indicates that the cause of our struggle is clearer 
than ever. l"his also indicates the.t the young and growing Second Republic. 
is strong enough to withstand F.Jld to overcome victoriously the atta,cks in 
ell fields. 

In that spirH, I would like to asle you to pray ~Tith, me for the solidarity 
of the ~lhole population on their road toward an early and totc.l victory over 
the Oommunl.sts I aggression. 

1'hnnk you., 
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Arrete No. 261-ND/Th.T/CS of March 5, 1968, 
determining organization and functions 

of the Directorate General of Civil Service 

THE PRIME MINISTER, 

Considering the Constitution of April 1st, 1967; 

Considering Decree No. 5-a/TT/SL dated November 9, 1967 
defining the composition of the Government; 

Considering Decree No. 6-SL/Th.T/VP dated November 17, 
1967 establishing the Directorate General of Civil Service; 

A R RET E S: 

Art. 1 - The organization and functions of the Directorate 
General of Civil Service are determined as follows: 

Art. 2 - The Directorate General of Civil Service is in 
charge of all matters concerning Personnel Administration 
and Legtslation for public agencies throughout the country: 

studying and submitting to the Prime Minister proposals 
on personnel policy, measures for Civil Service improve­
ment relating to personnel management and any method to 
increase employees' productivity; 

- making survey and proposals on principles and basic 
regulations of personnel management; 

- giving agreement to Ministries in the organization of 
cadres; 

- administering common cadres personnel, teohnioal oadres 
of oategory A and oadres attaohed to the Prime Minister's 
Office; 
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- following-up and controlling the personnel management 
in all ministries to secure conformity in the application 
of law and regulations; 

- planning and submitting personnel training programs; 
organizing general training Courses for personnel of all 
categories and specific training courses for adminis­
trative employees; 

encouraging technical agencies in the training field; 

- making survey on relations among offices, between 
public agencies with the people, and submitting proposed 
imptovement measures to the Prime Minister; 

- keeping personnel files and establishing statistics 
on all persennel througbeut the country • 

Art. 3 - The Director General for Civil Service is 
assisted by a Deputy General who will replace him in his 
absence. 

Art. 4 - The Directo~te General of Civil Service is 
composed of the following: 

- rrivate Secretary Bureau 
- A~inistrative and Accounting Service 
- Research and Legislation Directorate 
- Persorinel Administration Directorate 
- Training and Public Relations Directorate 
- Records and Statistics Service. 

I. Private Secretary Bureau: 

Art. 5 - The Private Secretary Bureau is headed by a 
chief of Bureau and has the following :t'I.ulctions: 

- receiving and dispatching confidential correspondence, 
examini!lfl: particular mt\tters, 
centralizing and submitting confidential correspondence 

for Signature, . 
- keeping classified records. 

II. Administrative and Accountilli Service: 

Art. 6 - The Administrative and Accounting Service headed 
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by a Chief of Service, is composed of 3 Bureaus and a 
typing Pool, with these functions: 

Correspondence Bureau: 

- receives, dispatches ordinary correspondence, 
- giveslnformation to the public, 

Administrative Bureau: 

- performs all general administrative operations relating 
to the Directorate General 

assures internal security 

centralizes and submits ordinary correspondence for 
signature 

- makes arrangements for and follows-up the publication 
of basic texts prepared by the Directorate General after 
they have been approved or signed 

- reviews newspapers and gets in touch wtth other 
Directorates and Services to answer all inquiries relating 
to the Directorate General 

- makes reports on the activities of the Directorate 
General 

s serves as liaison between the Directorate General and 
other agencies. 

Personnel and Accounting Bureau: 

- administers ' the Directorate General's Employees and 
keeps their personnel records 

- provides all the usual administrative services such as 
budgeting, salary, material, inventory, properties and 
vehicles, supply and social works. 

Typing Pool: 

- attached to the Chief of Service, is in charge of typing 
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and mimeographi.ng all drafts of the Directorate General. 

III. Research and Legislation Directorate: 

Art. 7 - The Research and Legislation Directorate is 
headed by a Director, classified as a Director in charge 
of several Services. 

It involves a number of specialists, assistant specialists 
and a library manager with these tasks: 

studying civil service policy, drafting programs and 
plans for policy implementation, 

- collecting and studying civil service system data of 
foreign countries to implement the best points into the 
Vietnamese Civil Service System, 

- drafting, revising interpreting laws and rules applied 
to all career and non-career personnel, including war 
veterans, their children or wodows, war handioepped persons, 
and members of recognized ethnic minority groups, 

cooperating with government lawyers or with the agency 
delegated to plead legal matters concerni.ng the direct 
administered personnel of the Directorate General; examin­
ing appeals and grievances .relating to Civil Service, 

- organizing and managing the Directorate General's 
Library. 

Art. 8 - The library is run by a librarian having the 
position of a Bureau Chief. 

IV. Personnel Administration Directorate: 

Art. 9 - The Personnel Administration Directorate 
administers common cadres, technical c,adres of category 
A and special cadres attached to the Prime Minister's 
Office; controls the management of technical cadres person­
nel from category Bl down and non-career personnel assumed 
by Ministries. 
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This Directorate headed by a Director, is composed of 
3 Services with these functions: 

Art. 10 - Common cadres Service 

This Service is divided into three Bureaus: 

Bureaus 1 and 2: administer common cadres personnel 
( except disciplinary act.ions and prQmotions). 

Bureau 3: assumes disciplinary actions and promotions 
for ali common cadres personnel: 

organizes competive examinations to recruit common 
cadres employees. 

Art. 11 - Technical cadres Service: 

- administers technical cadres personnel of category A 
and cadres attached to the Prime Minister's Office. 

This Service is divided into' 2 Bureaus: Bureaus 4 and 5. 

Art. 12 - Control. Service: 

- follows-up andqontrols personnel management performed 
by Ministries to assure conformity in the application of 
personnel management re~ations. 

, ',',' ',," 

This service is divided into 3 Bureaus: 

Bureau 6: recruitment and appointments. 

Bureau 7: admittance into cadre, conversion of rank, of 
cadre, leaves and transfers, 

Bureau 8: promotio~~;,disciplinary actions, compensation, 
resignation, retirem~nt and maintenance in Service. 

" 
V. Training and PUb1:ic: Relations Directorate: 

44 ; 

Art. ·13 - This Directorate is headed by a Director, classi­
fied aa a Director in charge of several services, and 

, -78 -

• 

• 

· ,\ 
/ 



• 

assisted by a number of specialists and assistant 
specialists with these functions: 

a. Pre-entry and In-Service Training: 

Planning employee training programs to meet immediate 
and future needs; 

Organizing general training courses for civil servants 
and specific training courses for common cadres personnel; 

Keeping liaison with University Faculties and Pro­
fessional Institutions to recommend them to teach subjects 
necessary to students who want to enter the civil service, 
cooperating with the National Institute of Administration 
to insure the maximum utilization of facilities to meet 
training requirements of Ministries; 

ASSisting Ministries in determining their training 
needs, and establishing training programs responsive to 
these needs; 

Keeping coordination with the Directorate General of 
Planning to follow-up the .utilization of Foreign Aid 
facilities in the training field; 

Collaborating with the Culture and Education Ministry 
for employees training in foreign countries. 

b. Public Relations: 

studying policy and measures to improve relations 
among agencies, and between public offices with the public; 

in charge of all matters concerning Union or Associ­
ations of employees; 

making surveys in helping government employees sub~ 
stantially: supply, hOUSing, mutual credits, loans, 
health protection, social activities, sound recreation, 
etc ... 
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Art. 14 - The number of specialists and assistant 
specialists mentioned in Articles 7 and 13 above is fixed 
at 5 specialists and 5 assistants for the Research and 
Legislation Directorate, 4 specialists and 4 assistants 
for the training and Public Relations Directorate. 

This number can be increased if required by Civil Service 
needs. 

Art. 15 - Specialists will get the position allowances 
of Service Chief; assistant specialists will get the 
position allowances of Bureau Chiefs as in the Prime 
Minister's Office. 

VI. Records and Statistics Service: 

Art. 16 - The Records and. Statistics Service is responsi­
ble for keeping personnel files of all employees through­
out the country, establiShing statistics on all personnel, 
keeping archives. It is directed by a Chief of Service 
and divided into 2 Bureaus: 

1. Bureau of Records: keeps personnel files of all 
employees and keeps up-tO-date thEfse files; keEfpsall 
records of the Directorate General. 

2. Bureau of Statistics: maintains personnel fiches of 
all employeEfs; establishes statistics and makes reports 
every three months as to the total number of employees, 
categories and other necessary details. 

Art. 17 - Ministers, Secretaries of State, Under Secre­
taries and the Director General for Civil Service are in 
charge of the execution of this Arrete, as far as their 
respective duties are concerned. 
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PlUME MINISTER' 

Lawyer NGUYEN VAN LOC 

Pseudonym: SonKhanh - Nguyen Tu Viet 

Profession: Lawyer 

Date and place of birth: 

Education: 

August 211-, 1922 in Long Chau, Vinh Long 
Province (South Vietnam) 

- Licentiate of Law, Montpellier, 1954 
Graduated from.Institute of Administration and Finance, 
Montpellier, 1955 

- Diploma of Advanced Studies in.Criminal Law, Paris, 1964 

Marital Iltatus: Married, 2 sons 

Former positions: 
- La1-ryer at Saigon Court of Appeal, since 1955' 

Lecturer at National Institute of Administration, since 1955 
Chflirman of Army-People: Council; November 1966 
Vice Chairman of Conunit'l;eefor Drafting ElectorH La1>/S, 
t1ay 1966 
Conunissioner for InformatioX)., PO;Litical Affairs Conunittee 
of the Army-People Council, since July 1966 

, Associations" Clubs, Unions: 
- Board member of the Saigon Bar Association 
- Chief of Information Section of War Victims Relief Conunittee 

(Vietnam Red Cross) 
- Advisor of the Union for Human and Civil Rights of· Vietnam 
- Secretary General of the tnter-School Asso()iation 

Publication.;: 
Giai Cap (Social Classes), novel, Song Chung, Saigon, 1948 

- Tan Binh (Remnants), novel, Saigon, 1948 
Loan (Rebellion), novel, Saigon, 1949 
Bong !gay Xanh (Youthful Days), collected poems, Saigon, 1960 
Dien Dan Tu Do (Free Tribune), collected. poems, 1966 

... ; 
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CMmMAN, PRIME MINISTER'S COMMITTEE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM 

and 

NATIONAL INSTITU1'E OF ADMINISTHATION RECTOR 

Dr. NGUYEN VAN BONG 

Profession: University Professor 

Date and place of birth: June 2, 1929, Go,Cong (S;mth Vietnam) 

Religion: Buddhist 

Education:' 
- Doctor of Law, Paris, 1960 
- Agrege in Public Law, Paris, 1962 

Mari,talstatus: Married, 3 children 

Other current positions: . 
- Assistant Dean, ,Faculty of Law, Saigon'UllliverSity';';i962 
- Member" Council of Notable,s, .1964, .' .' .. ", ." 

I' , , ' . ;-( 

Publications: 
- Doctoral dissertation; Khai niem Quyet Dinh }rll.!i.h c;)).'aid\. ' 

(The Concept of Administrative Decision), Paris ;"1'9150 ~ 
Luat Hien Phap va Chinh Tri Hoc (Constitutional Law ... nd, 
Political Science), Saigon, 1967 . ' "',,' ' .• 

- Frequent newspaper Imd magazine articles on GovEd·rtii1~nt' 
reform. 



SECRETARY OF STATE 

nfCHARGE OF RELATIONS lrliTH THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Professor NGUYEN VAN TVONG 

Profession: University Professor 

Date and place of birth: May 5, 1931, Sp}dec (South Vietnam) 

Education: 
- Doctor of La,~·, Saigon University, 1965 

Marital status: Married, 3 children 

Forme~ positions: 
Officer, RVNAF, 1951-1958 

- Executive Officer, National Assembly, 1958-1963 
- General 1~lmager, Council of No.tab1es, 1963-1964 
- Director of Cabinet, Prime Minister I s Office, 196~·~1965 
- Deputy Commissioner General of Interior, 1965-1966 
- Profes~or of Political and Adminitlt fstive ,iciences, 

National Institute of Administration, Saigon 1966-1967 
Special Commissioner for Administr.ativeAffairs, July 1966 
to November 9, 1967 

Decorations: 
.' ChuongMy Bo! T!nh (Merit Medal) 1st e1as's 

Publications: 
- .. Doctoral dis.sertationLa Democratieej<l As'ie 
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l'ORll:rON AFFADlS 

Dr. .THAN VAN DO 

Professi:in: Doctor of Medicine 

Date and place of birth: November 15, 1903, .Ph1.l Ly (North Vietnam) 

1i;d1.lee'G ion: . 
'.- Doctor of HeQ,;i:cine, Paris University, ]'rance, 1931 

.. Mar:i:tal status: Married, 1 child 

F,orlller positions: . '.' . 
- D1recbr, Military Medica;j.Cor,ps, 1951-1954. .,' 
- Leader of Viet Nam Delegat'ion tq Geneva C:mi'erence, 1951f 
- Hillister of 1"::>reign Affairsl.!l the Nib dinh Il~'llf(li,~oyerp,rnerit, 

1951J-1955 . . , " . 
- Deputy Prime Hinister in the Phan Imy quat Cl:JY'?'l'!llllElnj;, 1965 

! " " 

'j 

Present position: .. ' ". '. '.' .: i' 
- . Hinister of Foreign Affail'~:1n,the Nguyen ca?, ~ibvernl!lent, 

June 1965; consecutively iii.: the Nguyen van Loc·. G:6yernment, 
9 November 1966' . . 

ASSOCiations, Clubs., Unibp,~: 
- President, Anti Tubel;\culo.sisLeague, since 1956 
- Presiilent, Vietnamese'Medica1Associatlon, since 1957 

President, Association f::>r Assis'cance to Flood Victims in 
Central Vietnam, 1964 

- H::>norary Chairman, Vietnam Veterans Association 
- H::>uorary Ch/1J:rman, Association for the Pr::>tection ::>f Orphans 



DEFENSE 

LtGeneral NGUYEN VAN VY 

Professidn: Military Officer 

Date and place of birth: January 16, 1916 at Hanoi 

Religion: Buddhist 

Education 

Baccalaurea'~e, II Part, Hanoi 1938 
S'tudies of Jl:conorny and Social Helfare, Hanoi Uhiversity, 1940 
Graduated Ch.ief of Staff ,Paris, 1951 . ,., " ' '.' 

Marital status: Married, 6 children 

Former positions: 
- Chief of Military Cabinet for Chief of State BaoDai 
- Commander of Coastal Regions 
- Concurrently General Inspector of' ~lilitary Expenses and 

Chief of the General Joint Staff, ARVN, ' 
- PolU1calexile in France 1951f-1963 
- Chief of 'Q,uanG 1:rung Training Center 
- Chief of the, Central TraininZ C,enter 
- Chief of Gene'rn Joint 'Staff ARvN 

o','. 'J'" ,," • 
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IrYl'RHIOH 

Lt General LDni QUANG VIEN 

Profession: Military Officer (Lieutenant General) RVJllAF 

Date and place o~ birth: November 11, 1918, Cao Bang (North Vietnam) 

Religion: Buddhist 

];;ducation: 
Baccalaureate, II Part, Albert Sarrnut High School,. Hanoi 

~ Gradunte, Tong Officers School, North Vietnnm, 1940 
Graduate, Higher, School of Staff, Paris, 1953 
Grnduate, Staff and Command College, FortLeavel1~lorth, USA, 1958 

Marital stntus: Manied, 6 children 

Former positions: 
- COlnlnender, IV J.iilitary District - 1955-1958 
- Chief of Staff, Special l1ilitary Staff, Defense Ministry , 

1959-1960 
- Deputy Chief· of Joint G<mera1 Staff for Logistics Affairs, 
1961-62' 

-Commander, 22nd Infantry Division, 1963-1964 
-Director, Directorate. of MilitaJ:'y Securit¥. - 196:5 .'. 
- I~inister of Infol'mat:l.bn and Fsycho1ogica1Harfare. in'the 

Phan !;)uyQ.1!Iat Government, fro.m February to June 196, 
Chief of Staff, RVNAF, 1965 .. 1966 ..' ." 

. C:llnm:l.ssioner General of' Ne:M:otia1 Security il1 Nguyen' cao Ky 
Government Awril 1966-N6ve',tiber 1967 . 

Decorations: 
_ Commander of National Order of Vietnam, 1955 

Knight of National Order of Vietnam, 1952 
Officer of National Order of Vietnam, 1955 
Grand Officer of the t,ationa1 Order of Vietham, 1964 
Army Distinguished Service Order, 1st class 
Chuong lviy (Merit), 1st class, 1964 

::- It Citations, Armed Forces level 
1 Citation, Corps level with Gallantry Cross 

Special Remnrks: 
- ne1r J'ilinistry combines National Police and ~oca1 government 

affairs 
announced program places equal emphasis on security and 
provincial administrative reform. 

00 
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JUST!CE 

Judge HUYNH DUe BUU 

Prafessi:>n: Lawyer 

Dnteand plf\qe.,,::>f birth: April 15, 1917,. in Qua)'lgTri. 
Central Vietnam 

Heligian:Q?t.halic 

Educati:m: 
- Licentiate in Lr;n, , Hanai, 1952 

Marital status: 'Married, 6 children 
.; :',: l >'" ~,': 

Farmer pasitions,: 
- Dire!;l'l;,orLof T~,y Ha Private Schaol ,Dal\lallg. 1952-~954 
- Da Nane City Counsellar, 1953-195Q, . 
- Chief of Ce;1li,il!let, J'linistryaf Interior "49!i:4 
- Directqx:pf; F.p;J.j,tical Affairs, Min1s.t:t'YQJflllOOie.~:t'i.or, 1955 

.Judge :l:l!l~~:ttrn, Kontum, Central VietnlMll.Jl;~$$;,j!}990 
- Substitutlil.i~:q<l!,sid:j;ng Judge, Tribunal ott~;.il1l,1I:w,~ 

Instance, 'Saigon; 1960-1965 1" ·d';.! .. , 
- Vice Chairm,~,n.ot:the. Peop1e!1Y1i1itary CaUl!li;!i,a.~i_~,~1967 
- Chaj,rman of' the Camm:ittee for Drafting E1e~t~Jlt!w.a~1s, 

1967. .. , 

• 
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ECONOEY 

Engineer 'mUONG THill TON 

Pr~fessi~n: Agr~mist 

Date and place ~f birth: Novelaber 30, 1925, Sairt0n 

Education: 
- Degree !,gron~my Engineer, T~ul~use, France - 1956 

HeUgion: Buddhist 

JvJ"rital status: l~arried, 5 children 
, 

Former p~sitbns: 
Specialist at the Directorate General of l?lan,nil1g, 
1956-1959 " 
Specialist at the Directorate General fbrBul!get 'and. Foreign 
Aid, 1959 ",' ,""',L""" " , 

- Technics1Director, Sugiir'Companles of ~!l!nh 'DubiUg, Tuy 
Hoa, Quang Ngai- 195 Sl..;1961L" """ ,,,," ,.' 
Director of Program, Direc'torateGenerii1 Oit' BUdget and 
Foreign Aid, 1962,";1963 " ""'. ,"',',', ",ii,": " 
Assistant to the MiniSter &Ii' $'1I;rtanQ,<i!')\:tlilineli~renta:y! 
Chairman Sugar C011lpanies' 1S'1'lll1'l $j)l!0.*,gr~'Hba,Q,'lis:ng Ng8i, 
1964' " 

- Commissioner General of EconomyandFinance,1965 
Senior Advisor to the l?rlme l'l:btister, , 1966 • 

- 89 -
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FINANCE 

Mr. LUU VAN TIl\l}! . 
I 

Profession: 'hblic Admin1.st:ra.tor 

Date and 'placE; of birth: April ;1)1., 1915, Go Cong, South" 
. V:l,</ll1~1I,In 

Religion~ 'Confucian 

Marital status: Marrie<i, 2 chtldren 

Former positions: 
- Customs Clerk, 1940-1~lf5 

Senior Clerk, Residellce of France in Cambodia, 19115-1911.8 
_ Assist,ant Administrator, Government. of Vietnam, Saigon, 

1948-61 ,_ / 
_ Administratq;i:';Sup~plass - Director Gellatel for Budget 

and Foreign Aid, 1~6tL~.J,963, / 
Commiss:j.one)t' of Fin~nce, 1963-1964 

_ Director (}¢neral of ~dg~t I!nd Foreign Aid, 1965~1967 

Special Remljrlts: 
_ serves ooncurrentlY as Directpr General of Budget and 

F'oreignAid, 'in which caW'ci~y he reports directly to 
the President. . 
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EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

Dr. ~I'ANG KU1 DONG .. 

. Pr::lfession: Lavlyer 

Date and place of birth: March 16, 1930 at Long XUYEll1, 
South Vietnam 

Re1ig~on: Confucian 

Education: 
.. Degree - Docior of Law" Pall'is 
- Adyanced Studies op.Sc1ences/Ee:::>n:::>mics/S:::>ciii1 Sciences, 

Paris, 1958 .; ,< 

, Narita1 status: Married, 1 child 

Former pos i t.ions : 
Speci!11i~t, .Naij:l.onaJ,Banl, of 1[ietnam 
li'rofessor, F'ecUlty ·0:(' La"" Sai~:::>n 

; I .• 

Pr:<fessor , .. Nlil ,Saia;:::>n 
Dean of ]'acuJ:ty :::>f L8.\'; I!II)dSocial ,Sciences, illaR :'J?ho ;University 
Member 9:1' the BOl!rd, National Bank of Vietnam' . 

" ._ ' ; '-7 ' . 

I',r, :U', , 
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HEVOLUTIONAllY DEVELOPNEr1T 

Lt. Genere,l NGt!,YEN BAO TnI 

Professi:m: Military Officer 

Date and place of birth: Born 1929 in Hanoi 

Relig-ion: Cath<)lic 

Marital status: l'larried, 2 children 

Former positi<)ns: 
- Private Sch<)ols, 1940-1950 
- Military Training C<)urse (Session I, in Nam Dinh), 1951 
- Direct<)r of V1etnam' Military Academy end Edit<)r <)f'the 

Military Revi.:l1'1, 1952-1965 . . 
- C<)mmissbner (Jenera1 of ,Information and Open Arms, 

1965-1967 

Publications: 
- Mien Cao Nguyen:' Cae Sae Toe Thuong (The Highlands -

The Ethnic Min<)rities), . 
- Vai Tro Q.uan Doi <) CacNuoc A Phi (The Hole of the Army 

in the ASian-A:f'rteEln.Nations) 
- Canh Tan Trol'lg 1ienTtie LiehSu (ThE! Renovation in the 

Continuity of History) 

• 



OPEN ARMS 

Mr. NGUYEN XUJIN 'PH01!G 

PrQfessiQn: Public Administrator 

Date and place Qf birth: February 4, 1936, Ben Tre, South 
Vie,tnalll 

Education: 
- Graduate of Oxford (LondQn) in Political Scienoes 

Marital status: BachelQr 

FQrmer PQsitiQns: 
- ESSQ Technician 

CQnirnissioner !iJf LabQr in Ky Government 
Special Assistant to Prime Minister Ky 
commissioner of SQcial Helfare in the Ky Gove:t'nmEiIlt,. ' 

I!,':'" 



PUBLIC IWRY'.s 
, 

Engineer BUUDON 

Profession: Civil Engineer 

Date and pla~ of birth: December 23, 1935 at Hue, Central 
Vietna)ll 

Heligion: Buddhist 

Education: 
_ Government CivUEngineer (Fonts & Chaussees), Faris, 

1958 ' 
_ Eneineerl School of Petroleum Refinery and Motors., 

Paris, 1958 . , 

l\1arital status: .~~wr;l,.ed, 1 child 
'j-, . 

Formlilr"P,Qsj,1;>iQlilS~j,'" ,.' ., , " ", " . 
_ Chief of 'Service, Ministry of Public \Vorks, 1960-1963 
_ Chief Qf Service, in charge of Oil Refinery, Ministry 

of Economy, 1963 
_ Assistant Director General of Planning, 1964-1965 
_ Director General of Hip;h,~ays, Ninistry of Public Works, 

1966-1967 

--)" 
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COMMUNICAT;J;QN, ANI! TMl'lS;E?0R,'£A'£ION 

Engineer LUONG THE SIEU 

Profession: Civil Engineer 

Date and place 9f birth: J~arch 3, 1931f, Bentre (Kien H:)a) 
South Vietnam 

Education: 
G:)vernment Civil Ent;ineer - In;:;enieur des Ponts-~t­
Chaussees, Paris, 1.960, 

Religion: Confuoian 

Marital status: Single . 1/ 

F:)rmer p:)siti:)ns: ';f ;,' , ",; 

- ,Engineer, An HO!l.-N:)ng Son Industrial C:)fl\Plex",,19~1-l966 
- Technical DirectoJ;",' An :iba N:)ng S:)n, Industli',:l;~1:' Q;pmp1ex, 

1966-1967' r..' 
" :;')'" 

"", i'" .' 
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Y!!;TEFANS AJi'FADlS 
) 

Dr. Il'GUYEN .TAN HONG 

Profession: Doctor of I1ledicine 

Date and place of birth; 

Religion: Buddhist 

Education: 

January 13, 1922, Ha Dong 
(North Vietnam) . 

- Doctor of Medicine, Hanoi University, 1951 . 
- Attended the Flight Surgeon Course at Randolph Air 

Foree Base Texas, 1956 

Former positions: 
- Ar,my Medical Corps (1st Lieutenant), 1951 . 

Senior Doctor, 20th Battalion, 1951 
Senior Doctor, 75th Battalion, 1953 . 
Pl1ysician(Captain)concurrently Assistant tc Senior 
Surgeon Va Tanh Military Hospital, 1953;'1954, .. 

- Physician, Chi Lang Military Hcspital, 1954~19'5 
Senicr Surgeon, Nguyen Hue and GiaiPhong Operaticns, 
1955 
Senicr Surgeon, Air Force Hospital, 1956 

- Senior Surgeon, Flight Personnel Medical Center, 1957 
Senior Surgeon (Major) RVH Air Force, 1959 

- Lieutenant Colonel, September 1964 
. Commissi3l1erfor Youth and Sports in the Phan huy Quat 

Goverhment, February 1965 
Commissioner for Veterans Affairs in the Nguyen cao Ky 
Government ,March 1, 1966-Novemberl967 

Decorations, .A1rards: . 
Knight of the National Order of Vietnam 

-. Air Force Distinguished Service Order, 2nd. Clas/il 
Gallantry Cross ~lith Golden. Star 
Gallantry Cross with Silver.Star 

- Armed Forces Honor Medal 
- Staff Service Hon6r Madal, 1st Class 
- Technical Service Honor Medal 

Good Conduct Medal , 
- Vietnam Campaign Medal (1949-1954 and 1960) 
- Armed Forces Service Medal 

, 
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Dr. 'Hong"' 

Decorati::ms, A1'le,rds (c:,ntinued) 
-' Air Service Hed<>-l 
- Chuong gO' (Merit) Hedal, J.st Class 
- Police Honor Medal 
- 'Labor Mede.l 
- , Van Phi Medal (Republic of China) 

Associations, Clubs: 
- Charter Bember, Hoi Hoa SiTre' Vietnam (Vietnam 

Association of Young Painters), 1966 ,; ," " " 
- Honorary President, 1101 Gil> Khoi (OUtdoo:t'~ As'sodation), 
3.9157,' , : , ' ' 

-, Co1inselor, Hoi Hudng Dao VietnaI1l(V1etnain ~OY S,couts 
Ass,ociation) " : ... 

';;", I\!etnberl Selection Committee, for Leadl:lrsb::t!~"'$,a~6:tarsb:ips, 
1967 "'1' 

,? I, ," :,: 'trj"-



PUBLIC HEALTH 

Dr. 1'P.AlJ LU Y 

Profession: Doctor of Medicine 

Date and place of birth: April ~." 1926, Slldec,South;Vietnam 

Religion: Catholic 

EducaUon: -
. , ,"; 

'" 

-

Loc.al Baccalaureate, Saigon, 1946 
Non-Resident Doctor of Hospitals, 1946-1951 
Hospital Clinic at Saigon Hospital 
Lt. Medicine, 1st Bat'halion of Parachut:i.sts of Vietnam, 
1952-1954 
Assistant to' Professor )'la.rbureou at JOigon Facu.,lty· of 
~ledicine 
Trai.ning at the Faculty of 1,ledicine of Paris 
Medical Resident of Paris Hospitals 
Graduate in Hematology 
Lecturel" at Saigon Faculty of Medic ins 

Marital status: lo\arried, 2 children 

Former positions: 
- Chief of Medical Clinic Service, Saig::>n 

Commissioner for Health, in the NS'1lYen ceo I(y government, 
1966-1967 

• 
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SOCIAL \'lELFARE AND REFUGEES 

Dr. NGuYEN PHUG QUE 

Pr~fessi~n: D~ctor of Medicine 

Date and place of birth: June 9, 1929, Hanoi, North Vietnam 

Religi~n: Catholic 

Education: 
- Degree Hedicine Doctor, Naval, Heal'Gh, Bordeaux, France 

1956, Specialist - Tropical ~ledicine 

Former p:)siti:)n: 
- D:)ctor of Medicine, AR~l, 1957-1966 
- Commissioner for Anti-C:)rnmW:\,ist Refugees'in'Ngliyen cao Ky 

Government, 1966-1967' 
" \" 
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ETHnic DEVJELOPlffiN'l' 

Mr. PAUL NUR 

Professi6n; Teacher 

Dat.e and place o.f birth: July 7,1925, Kontum, Central 
Vietnam 

Education: 
.. - High. School Dip1::>ma, 1945 

Marital status: Married, 8 chilo-ren 

Former positions: 
-.!Sohoo;l . teacher ,1943-1948 
- Director of Elementary School of Kontum,1945"1963 
- Deputy Province Chief, Kontum, 1963-1965 

S.pecial Commissioner for M:llltagnards Affairs in the 
Iiy Government 

Publication s: 
- . Various brQcbUlt'es and ne11flpaper articles on the' 

. Montagnards 



LABOR 

Professor PRO BA LONG 

Profession: Professor 

Date and place 'of birth: April 25, 1922 i6 Ranoi 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: 
- Military ml~rmacist, Hanoi University, 1946-1950 
- MBA - Business Administration, Harvard University, 

1954.,.1956 

Marital status: Married, 4 chiidren 

Former position: 
.,. Professor of Business Administrlj.'Ubn, Dalat University 

-.3,01 -



'EXECUTlVEAFFAlliS 
I. . 

:JJ'.C,,., DOAN J3A GANG 

Profession: Lavryerand ~'oreign Service Officer 

Date and place, of birth:, ' Augqs'~ 18,,1928; -Ben Tre, 
South Vietnam 

Religion: Confucian 

Educe.t1::>n: 
"".,Licentiate "in Le.11 

,.' .. " 

;. Advanced Studies in Private La~r (Doctorate) , 
- Advanced Studies, in Public 1a,,(Doctorate) 

MaI'ital status: Married, 3 children 

",FOrlUlilf;,posj;tiOnliH , 'I; 
,. Counselor, Vietnamese Embassy, Tokyo 

Other posts in For~ign Service 

, , .~OJ: .. 
• IOtL,"': ' 
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AGRICULTURE AND WID REFOllt"1 

Engineer TON THAT TRINH 

Profession: Agronomist 

Date and place of birth: September 27, 1931 at Hue 

Religion: Buddhist 

Education: 
- Agronomy Engineer, Institute National Agronomique, 

Par is, 195Lf 
- Engineer of Tropical Agronomy, 'Nogent-sur-Marne, Paris, 

1955 

Marital status: Narried, 3 chilo.ren 

Former positions: 
- Chief, Botanic Division - Cent.er of Scl.entific Research 

Department of National Education, 1955 
Deputy Director, Center of Scientific Hesearch, Depart­
ment of National Education, 1956 
Technical Director, General Commissariate for Land· 
Development, 1957 
Secrctary General, Rural Department, 1962 
Foreign Aid Director, Directorate General of Budget and 
Foreign Aid, 1963 
Director Higher School of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Animal Husbandry, SeJ.gon, 1964 . . . . . 
./\.ssistant to the Economy and Finance Minister, 1966 
Assispant to the Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister 
Ky, 1967 
Professor, High,,!r 'School of Agricultureo, . Forest s:nd 
Animal Husbandry ,Saigon, 1967 

Publications: 
- Canh tac ve to soi tFtbercrops Cultivation), 1959 . 

Nong hoc dai cuone (An Outline of Agronomy), National 
Education Department> f957 
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Republic of Vietnam 
Office of the 

Prime Minister 

20-SL-TC 

PRlM!!: MINISTER, 

- Considering the Constitution promulgated on 1 April, 
1967; 

- Considering Decree No. 005-TT!SL of 9 November 1967 
governing the establishment of the Government; 

- Considering Decree No. 188-TC of 18 September 1965 
fixing the organization of the Ministry of Finance; 

- Considering Decree Law No. 019!SLU of 3 September 1966 
fixing the statute cf finance and national accGunUng and 
local administration communities; 

- Considering the recommendation of the Minister for 
Finance. 

DECREES: 

Art. 1 - This hereby establishes the Central Accounting 
Office placed under the direct jurisdiction of the Ministry 
for Finance. 

Art. 2 - The Central Apcounting Office is placed under 
the direction of a Director General and is responsible for 
implementing all provisions defined in Chapter 12 of 
Article 47 in Decree-law No. 019!SLU issued on 3 September 
1966. 

Ar~ 3 - The Director General of the Central Accounting 
Office is appointed by decree of the Prime Minister upon 
recommendation of the Minister for Finance. 

- 104 -
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Art. 4 - The organization and 0perations of the Central 
Accounting Office will be defined subsequently by an 
arrete of the Minister for Finance • 

Art. 5 - The Minister for Finance, and the Secretary of 
State at the Prime Minister's Office are charged, each as 
to that which concerns him, with the execution of this 
decree. 

This decree will be published in the Official Journal of 
the V.N. Republic. 

-~-

Saigon, 28 February 1968 

s/ Lawyer Nguyen van Loc 



THE NOTARY IN VIET NAM ••• 

In the Republic of Viet Nam tMre are presently four 
confirmed and three aprobationary notaries, and a staff 
of forty-five clerks. They are appointed and supervised 
by the Minister of J,u&tice. 

There are t~ToNotary 0ffices: one in So. igon (~Thich also 
functions for the residents of Cholon) and one in Can Tho. 
The latter ~s conducted by clerks under the' direction of a 
Notary in Saigon who goes there once a month to sign 
documents as necessary. This is the only provincial offioe, 
although it has been planned to establish one at Dalat. In 
all areas other than Saigon/Cholon and Can Tho, the responsi­
bilities of the Notary are performed by the Village Chief. 

, Notaries are authorized to certify to contracts of sale, 
powers of attorney, wills, the establishment of companies, 
and adoptions. 

It is common practioe for Notaries to give advice on the 
form of documents certified. 

The fixed salaries of oonfirmea notaries are based on an 
index of 1,000, plus an emolument of 3% of the income of thEi 
of'fice'.in excess of VN$l,OOO,OOO monthly. This emolument 
averages VN$13,000 monthly for,each confirmed notary. 
Probationary notaries' salaries are based on an index of lf30. 
The Notary Director, in addition to his salary, receives 
~l,OOO, monthly. ' 
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Republic of Viet-Nam 
Ministry of Defense 
No. 1010/AP/NC/3 

, Saigon, February 21, 1968 

Director of Cabinet 

To: Directors of Cabinet of the Pres'ident, Vice President, Prime 
Minister's Office and all Ministrles. 

Sirs: 

The Ministry of Defense is taking charge of military training and 
arming all civil servants, from 45 year~ old downwards ,with the 
view that: 

Civil servants will themselves provide security for 
their offices. 

- They are ready to participate in the 9ivil Defense organ­
ization of their residences, as, well as to asEiist the 
government in disturbances and disasters~ 

This program of activity is projected as 'tolloWs: '.U, 

a. Training 

- We will begin the training of 
in Saigon, on March 4, 1968. 
will begin at a later date. 

civil servants, especially 
In provinces, the training 

- The training program will be divided into two phases: 
50% of all civil servants will be trained in each 
phase. Trainees will be away from their offices for 
seven consecutive days. 

- Grouping of trainees: In order to facilitate training 
and weapons firing practice, trainees will be grouped 
into units of 150 men. 

- Every unit will be in charge of a group of military 
trainers. Training location will be fixed by the 
Ministries, possibly on the office grounds or' any 
convenient place. 

- l07 -



Page 2 

b. Armament 

- Civil servants will be armed by the Ministry of 
Interior with a ratio of one weapon for three 
people. 

In order that this program will be realized within the 
time projected, we request you to establish and convey to 
our office before February 27, 1968: 

a. A list of civil servants under 45 years of age who 
are designed to attend the training in the two phases 
(50% for each phase). If the number of trainees is 
more than 150, it should be grouped into units as 
mentioned above, and into groups if less than- 150. 

b. Place of training chosen by your office. 

c. The number of civil servants under 45 years old for 
the armament. 

These documents should be sent to the Ministry of Interior, 
with copies to the Mini&try of Defense and the General Staff 
for information. 

Signed, 

Huynh Van Dao 
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Office of the Prime Minister 

Decree No. 20-Sr./NV 'fixing the general organization of the 
Ministry of Interior. 

The Prime Min,ister, 

, ... , . 

DECREES: 

Art. 1 - The Ministry of Interior placed under the direct 
supervision of the Minister of .Interior, is ,composed of the 
following agencies: 

1. Central agencies 

Office of the Minister 
Planning Bloc 
Administration Bloc 
Inspection Bloc 
Consultant Section 

2. Dependent agencies 

The Directorate General of National Police 
The Directorate of Rehabilitation 
The Directorate of Relecommunications 

Art. 2 - The Office of the Minister is placed under the super­
vision of a Director of Cabinet who is assisted by a Chief of 
Cabinet, 4 charges de Mission,' 4 attaches de Cabinet, and 1 
private secretary. The Special Office is under the direction 
of a chief of Cabinet. 

The Director of Cabinet assists the Minister in the direction 
of the Ministry of Interior. 

-109 -



Art. 3 - The Plannin& 131::>c is placed under the supervl.sJ.Op. 
of a Secretary General. It includes 5 Services: 

.Political Service 
Control Service 
Planning Service 
Research Service 
Entrance, Exit and Immigration Service 

Art. 4 - The Administration Bloc is placed under the super­
vision of a Director assisted by a Deputy Director. It 
incluqes 4 Services: 

Training Service 
Personnel Service 
Accounting and Budget Service 
Administration Service 

Art. 5 - The Inspection Bloc is placed under the supervision 
of a Chief Inspector assist"!!d by a deputy Chief Inspector. 
It includes 6 Inspectors and 15 Controllers. The Chief Inspector 
has .the rank of a Director of a large size Directorate, the 
deputy Chief Inspection and the Inspectors have the rank of a 
Director of a small size Directorate and Controllers have the 
rank of Chief of Service. 

Art. 6 _ The Consultant Section includes 3 to five consul­
tants placed under the supervision of .a chief of Consultant 
Section ~Iho has the rank of a Director of a large size 
Directorate. The Consultant member - if he is a government 
official - has the rank of a Director of a small size Directo­
rate, and - if· he is a non-government official ~ his salary 
will be fixed in the contract. 

Art. 7 - The Directorate of Rehabilitation is placed under 
the supervision of·a Director assisted by a deputy Director. 
It includes the following services: 

Main office 
Administration·Service 
Welfare Service 
Rehabilitation Service 
Technical Service 
Inspection Team (5 c·ontrollers) •. Controllers have the 

rank of Chief of Service. 
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Art. 8 - The Minister of' Interior will issue an Arrete 
determining the details of' organization and functions of' 
central agencies of' the. Ministry and the Directorate of' 
Rehabilitation. 

Art. 9- Provisionally, the organization andf'unctions of' 
the Directorate General of' National Police and the Directorate 
of' Telecommunications previously def'ined.in separate texts, 
remain unchanged. 

Art. 10 - Any provisions contrary to this Decree are repealed. 

Art. 11 - All ministers, Secretaries of State, Deputy 
Secretaries of State and the. Secretary of State at the Prime 
Minister IS of'f'ice are charged respectively with the execut;\.on 
of' this decree. 

Saigon, 22 Nov. 1967 

sf Lawyer Nguyen van Loc 
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Republic of Viet Nam 

Office of the Prime Minister , 

Decree No. 19..,SL/NV date~t22 November 1967 defining the functions of the Min~ster for the Interior. 

The Prime Minister, 

Considering the Constitution of th.e Republic of Vietn,am of April 1, 1967, . / ." 
COUfrid,ering. decree No. 005,a/TT/SL of 9 Nov; 1967 fixing the composition of the government; 

..... 

DECREES: 

Art. 1.., This hereby defines the functions of the Minister for the Interior: 

A. Security 

coordinate with the National Security Council and the interested Ministries i abou1; the implementation of policy and lines of action of the President and the Government relative to security and internal administration; apply necessarynieasures to maintain order, to strengthen security. throughout the country; . compile and. ~xplore information and data relative to itlternal security; 
exterminate the enemy infrastructure, c09perate with interested Ministries to achieve pacification operl).tion and rural construction; . 
wor)\: out and execute general p0licy on entrance and exit of Vietnam territory, control.the immigration of aliens and their activities, the use, import and export of various types of weapons, the act1"1"it1es of political parties, organizations and associations; 
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. organize, administer, direct and supervise national 
police forces·. 

B. Administration 

study, establish, administer, improve, strengthen and 
control 10ca).administrative structures from village level 
up in line with the promotion of democratic and organizational: 
innovations, 

provide support to local administrative structures in the 
field of communications, people's organization control o~ 
resources, 

carry out laws and regulations concerning elections and 
maintain liaison with elected bodies from central down to 
Village level, 

modify the boundaries of local administrative units 
administer facilities (personnel, budget, materials) of 

the Ministry and its dependent agencies and local adminis­
t~ative structures, payment authorizing officer by delegation 
in.the National Budget with respect to expenditures chargeable 
to the Ministry budget, 

make regular inspection tours to control, supervise, 
assist and clean up the rank of local administrative personnel, 
eliminate corrupt practices among the rank of administrative 
officials, 

.train and organize training courses for administrative 
cadres to increase efficiency, 

exercise the right of establishing statutes and the 
internal organization of the Ministry, exercise the right 
of surveillance over administrative communities with respect 
to the right to.enter into contract'snd to institute legal 
proceedings in the name of the ministry, 

apply legal procedures relative to expropriation of 
properties to help goverrunental agencies to realize progral)ls 
of public utility or military interest •. 

Art. 2 - Former agencies· 

1. The Ministry of Security, excluding the Direct::.ra.te of 
Research and the National Committee for Coordination of 
Intelligence Service, 

2 •. and the Special Commission for Administration, is transferred 
to the Ministry of Interior with its entire personnel, o:f'fice 
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(No. 41 Thong Nh~t Avenue, No.2 Nguyen Hue and 16)+ Ttt.Do 
Street) budget, vehicles, materio1s and re1evan~ documents. 

Art. 3 - The Directoru·te of Hesearch and "the National 
Committee for coordinatbn of Intelligence Service are placed 
under the Central Commission for Intelligence. 

Art. I, - Any provisbns contrary to this decree, in particU.tar 
"the decree No. 66-l\T1( dated 8 February 1952 fixing the functbns 
of the Ministry of Interior, are repealed. 

Art. '5 - All Ministers, Secretaries of State, Deputy 
Secretaries of State, end Secretary of State at the Office 
'of the Prime Minister are charged, each as to that 1Qhich 
·concerns him,' with the e2Cecut~on of this decree. 

This decree Nill be published' in the Journal Official of the 
Republic of Vie t Nam .•. 

Saigon, 22 October 1967 

s/'Nguyen v:a~ Loc 

...;'-~' <ttL' ,.. -" ' 'f' 
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Republic of Viet Nam 
The Ministry of Interior 

Arrete No •. B/BNV /Nn dated November 25, 1967 governing the 
organization of the Interior Ministry 

The Minister of Interior, 

- Considering the Constitution of t~e Republic of Viet Nam 
dated April 1,1967; 
- Considering Decree No. 5a/TT/SL dated November 9, 1967 
fixing the composition of the government; . ' 
- Considering Decree No. 19-5L/NV dated November 28 fixing 
duty of the Minister of Interior; . 
- Considering Decr~eNo. 20-SL/NV dated November 22,. 1967 
governing the general organization of the Ministry of Interior; 

Considering Decree No. 175-NV dated May 23, 1955 modified 
by preceeding docuJnents fixing salary in kind and in cash for 
government officials; . 
- Considering official businesl!,:·re'l.uire~ents; 

ARRETE: 

Art. 1 - The Ministry of Interior i~ directed by the 
Minister of Intetior arl4 consists of the following agencies: 

I. Central agencies 
- The Cabinet of the Minister 
- The Directorate of Planning 
- The Directorate, of Administrative Affairs 
- The Directorate of Inspectiort 
- The consultative Committee 

II. Subordinate agencies 
- The Directorate General of National Police 
- The Directorate of Rehabilitation 
-The Directorate of Telecommunication. 

- :u6 - • 



COLUMN I 

The Cabinet of the Minister 

Art. 2 - The Cabinet of the Hinister is directed by a 
Director of Cabinet who is assisted by a Chief of Cabinet, 
four Charges of Mission, four Cabinet Attaches and private 
Secretary. The special Cabinet is direqted by a Chief of 
Cabinet. 

The Director of Cabinet assists the Minister ·of Interior in 
all pr.oblems concerning the direct ian of the Ministry. 

The.Ca1;>inet of the Minister is composed of'seven (7) Bureaus, 
each directed by a chief of Bureau: 

- Main Secretariat 
Bureau of Press 
Bureau of Communication 
Bureau of Internal Security 
Bureau of Information 
Bureau of Map and Briefing 
Bureau of Mail. 

COLUMN II 

The Directorate of Planning 

Art. 3 - The Directorate of Planning is directed by a 
Secretary General and cqnsists of five Services as follows: 

Service of Political affairs 
Service of Control 
Service of Planning 
Service ot'Research 
Service of Exit-Entrance and Immigration 

Art. 4 - The Service ofP6litical affairs 1s directed by a 
chief of Service and consists of four Bureaus, each of them 
is directed by a chief of Bureau. 

Bureau of General Political Affairs 
Bureau of Internal affairs 
Bureau of SYnthesis and Statistics 
Bureau of Security Measures. 
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Art. 5 - The Service of Control is directed by a chief of 
Service and consists of the bro following. Bureaus, each 
directed by a chief of Bureau. 

Bureau of People's Groups and Associations 
Bureau of administrative security 

Art. 6 - The Service of Planning is directed by a chief of 
Service and consists of three Bureaus, each directed by a 
chief of Bureau. 

Bureau of Planning 
Bureau of Elected Bodies 
Bureau of Foreign Aid. 

Art. 7 - The Service of , Research is directed by a chief of 
Service and consists of three Bureaus, each of them is directed 
by a chief of Bureau. 

Bureau of Research 
Bureau of Legislation 
Bureau of Regional administrative affairs. 

Art. 8 - The Service of Exit-Entrance and Immigration is 
directed by a chief of Service and consists of five Bureaus. 
each directed by a chief of Bureau. 

Bureau of Exit for Vietnamese 
Bureau of Exist for Aliens 
Bureau of Entrance 
Bureau of Immigration 
Bureau of Coordination. 

COLUMN III 

The Directorate of Administration 

Art. 9 - ':L'he Directorate of Administration is directed by a 
Director and a Deputy Director who enjoys same privileges 
granted to a Director of a small size Directorate. It"is 
composed of four following Services: 

Service of Training 
Service of Personnel 
Service of Budget and Accounting 
Service of Coordination. 
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Art. 10 - The Service of Training is directed by a chief 
of Service and composed of two Bureaus, each directed by a 
chief of Bureau. ' 

Bureau of Program and organization 
Bureau of Training. 

In addition, the Service of Training consists of a training 
center directed by the chief of Service of Training. 

Art. 11 - The Servic.e of Personnel is directed by a chief 
of Service and composed of:fbur Bureaus, each directed by a 
chief of Bureau. 

Bureau of Central Personnel 
Bureau of Local Personnel 
Bureau of Police Personnel 
Bureau of Personnel in the Directorates of Telecommuni­

cation and Rehabilitation. 

Art. 12 - The Service of Budget and Accounting is directed 
by a chief of Service and composed of five Bureaus, each 
directed by a chief of Bureau. 

Bureau of Authorization of Expanditure 
Bure,au of Central Accounting 
Bureau of Regional Accounting 
Bureau of Supply 
Bureau of Internal Affairs 

Art. 13 - The Service of Administration is directed by a 
chief of Service and composed offour Bureaus, each directed 
by a chief of Bureau: 

Bureau 
Bureau 
Bureau 
Bureau 

of General Administration 
of Hequisitiol1 and Confiscation 
of Hesources Control,. 
of ~Teapons Control. ' 
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COLUJI~1 IV 

The Direct::>rate ::>f Inspecti::>ri 

Art •. llf - The Direct0rate ::>f Inspectbn is headed by a 
Seni::>r Inspect::>;!' I'Th::> is assisted by a Deputy Inspect::>r. 
It c::>miists .of six inspect::>l's and fifteen c::>ntr:>llers. 
Its ::>ffice is di:cected by a chiEOf ::>f ::>ffice and o.i videO. 
as fcli::>ws.: 

- Central Inspectbn team, c::>nsisting of .one inspectcr 
and i;hree .contrcllers. 

1st C::>rps Inspecticn team, consisting ~f ::>ne inspector 
and three controllers. 

2nd Ccrps Inspecti::>n team, consisting::>f t~T::>inspect::>rs 
and three contr::>llers. 

3rd C::>rps Inspecti::>n team, c::>nsisting ::>f ::>ne inspect::>r 
and three cotltr::>llers. 

~,th Corps Inspection team, c::>nsisting::>f ::>ne inspect::>r 
and three c::>ntr::>llers. 

Inspectors and controllers ~Till alternate in carrying on the 
. above-mentioned dut.y each quarter. 

The Senior Inspect::>r, enJoys "same privileGes granted t::> a 
Direct::>r ::>f a le.rge siZe Directorate; Deputy inspector and 
inspect::>rs enjoy same privileGes granted to,a Direct::>r ::>f a 
small size Directorat.e; controllers enjoy that :of a chief of 
Service. 

The Consultative Committee 

Art. 15 - The Consultative is, headed by a qhil,i;rman and 
composed of three to five consultants. The Chairman of the 
Consultaj;ive C::>mmiti;eeenjoys same':privUegesgre,nted t::> a 
Director of a large size Directorate,;,VG::>vern)nehtofficials 
serving as consultants enjoy privileges g;ranted t::> a. Director 
'of a small si~e D:Lrectorate;. Civilialll.Cha'i;rmanand· consultants 
enjoy salary fixed in the contracts. 
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General Arj;icle 

Art. 16 - An Arrete from the Minister of Interior ,.,ill fix 
,detailed duties of the above-mentioned agencies. 

Art. 17 - The organization and duty of xhe Directorates' 
of National P::>Uce and Telecommunications is telllP::>rarUy 
unchanged. The organization and duty of the Di:cectorate 
::>f HehabUitatbn ,.,ill be fixed iri an::>ther Arrete, 

Art. 18 - O~her articles \lnd items tha'~ are not in 
acc8rdance ;Tith that of this Arrete are abolished. 

Art. 19.- The Director of Cabinet and the Secretary General 
of the Ministry ::>flnterior take charge ::>f carrying out fuis 
Arrete as far as their duties are concerneU. 

Saigon, Novelhber25, 1967 

s/Linh quang Vien 

Annex: 

The· Direilltorbf C'ab:l;rtet . 

"Sf Chu ngbc ;Lien 

Copy: 

The Director of Adlhinistration 

s/ Buihuu Kien 
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Decree No. lO/BNV/ND, dated November 27, 1967 fixing the 
duty of agencies under ,the Jurisdiction of the Ministry 
of Interior. 

The Minister of Interior, 

considering the Constitution of the Republic of Vietnam 
dated April 1, 1967, 

considering Decree No. 5a/TT/SL dated November 9, 1967 
fixing the composition of the government, 

cQnsidering DeQree No. 19/5L/NV dated November 22, 1957 
fixing the function of the Minister of Interior, 

considering Decree No. 20.SL/NV dated November 22, 1967 
governing generally the organization of the Ministry of 
Interior, 

considering Arrete No. 8/BNV/ND dated November 25, 1967 
fixing the organization of agencies under the jurisdiction 
of the Ministry of Interior, 

considering Decree No. 175/NV dated May 23, 1955, modified 
by succeeding documents fixing the salary in kind and in cash 
for government officials, 

considering the requLrement ot: official affairs, 

ARRETE: 

Art. 1 - The Ministry of Interior is composed ?f the 
following agencies: 

I. Central Agencies: 

~e Cabinet of the Minister 
Directorate of Planning 
Directorate of Administration 
Directorate of Inspection 
Committee for Consultation 

II. ,Subordinate Agencies 
i 

Directorate General of National Police 
Directorate of Rehabilitation 
Directorate of Telecommunication. 
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Art. 2 - The above-mentioned agencies' responsibility is assigned as follm~s: 

Art. 3 - The Cabinet of the I"inister: 

Bureau 1: Main Secretariat 

Prepare and distribute general directives of the Minister, Keep Ministerial Council's, Government Council's and other high rank Council's fil~s, 
Explore and keep meeting records, 
Follow up the execution of the Ministerial Council's., the goverrunent council's and othep high rank council's decision, 
Award decoration and letter of C<llllllllendation to outstanding officials, 
Official mission and visiting tour, 
Celebration and reception, 
Keep top secret in and out officialcorresponden'Cc!! and code, 
Give consideration to indivip.ual's reques1ls and Clomplaints, Keep files and archives, .. 

-, Keep records on change over of the Ministry's Clentral agencies, 
Handle internal problemseoncerning social welfare, women., co-operatives and health, 
Send employees to attend cere.mon1es , 
Administer the Ministry's internal library. 

Bureau 2. Press 

Scan daily newspaper 
-. Prepare press conferences 

Explore news from information bulletins fL'om home and f::>reign newspapers and magazines c::>ncernihg the MinistrY.of Interior, . 
Maintain liaison ,~ith domestic press broadcasting stations, television stations, news agency, motion picture cen:t~list.o distribute information concerning the Ministry's activities, Handle deposit of duty copies of bOOk and magaz:Lnes. 

".",' . ' ..' 
Bureau 3. ·Communication 

I',' 

Receive' and dispatCh the M:!.ri.:I;;$t:r:t'sJlie~:saS~s L ,,) ": . '. 
' ... -: Operate radio andtel.e~a;£>~o6n:un!l#i'q'a.:t)to~;~·ySt~oi~$1tweel1 . the Ministry and provinces, .•. 

Operate teletype system. 
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From the technica~ and personnel management point ofvie;1, 
the Bureau of COllllllUnication is placed under th<9 jurisdiction 
of the Directorate of Telecommunication. 

Bureau·4. Internal Security 

.. Administer guard duty for the Ministry headquarters and 
the Minister's residence, 

Provide escort and bodY'guard to the Minister, 
Take preventive measure against leakage 6r abstraction 

of secret information, 
Make reports on daily situation. 

Bureau. 5, Inforlliat ion 

Receive the people coming to the,Minis~ry, 
- Receive applications, requests snd d:oss~erS submitted 
by the peop~e and transmit them to the Ministry's Services 
or agencies under the jurisdiction of the Ministry, 

Instruct the people coming to the Ministry on prccedures 
necessary to obtain papers from the Ministry, assist them 
effective~y in mak{ng requests, 

Get in touch with the Ministry's agencies to solve the 
people's probleIll8, effect.ively and rapidly., 

Introduce the .interestedparties to other Ministry and' 
agencies being under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of., 
Interior if their requests fall within the competence of these 
agencies. 

Bu:reau 6. Maps and 'Briefing 

Compile and update m~ps concerning political activities, 
Expl,ore and make use of statistical statements concer-Il­

ingpolitical and security activities, 
Prepare speeches and consolidate briefings of the 

Minister, 
Ol'ganize meetings at the Ministry with '!ipe coor.ili;nst:!,on 

of concez:ned agencies ..' 

Bureau 7. Offici~l Correspondence 

Receive, submit, and 'distrib~te incoming cls~sified and 
unclass ified offictal correla,pondence, . 
-.:Submitfor signature,give number, keep records of and 
send outgoingclassifie,d and und~assified official' correspondence, 
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Keep record of dOCuments issued by the government, 
General official business (establish guard duty, on-duty 

'lists, type and mimeograph official correspondence ••• ) 

Art. 4 - Directorate of Planning 

1.' Serviee of Political Affairs 

Bureau 8. General Political Affairs 
, ' 

General political affairs concerning the Ministry of 
Interior, 

Problems concerning the International Control Commission 
(ICC) , 

Treaty and international conference, 
Political problems concerning neighboring countries, 
Int.ernational political problems concerning domestic 

activities. and security\ 
The demilitarized· .zone, 
Release of pri~pner of war, 
Political refugee, 
Special state: state of .emergency, cUl'few and state of 

war ... 
Contribute political ideas on drafting of standing 

operation documents, 
Contribute ideas On politieal activities of politic'1-1 

gr::Jups. 

Bureau 9. Internal Political Aff!'\irs 

Foll::Jw up political activities of political groups, 
religious 'sE1cts, unbns, associations student groups and 
ethnic minorities, 

Study and formulate government's policY'governing 
p::>liticiJ.l groups, 

Keep liaison with political gr::Jups, 
S:~udy supply of means of activity t::> political. groups, 
Political activities concerning foreigners, 
Vietnamese political groups in foreign countrieS, 
Set up pers::Jnal files. of individuals c::Jns:l,dered as' 

remarkable in the field of pOlitic, 
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'Follot~ up the gClvernment' s political organizations' 
activities, 

Pay attention to activities of press and. magazines, 
Handle matters concernirig press and magazines, 
Gather ne',m from· inf::>rlnation bulletins fr"m h"me and 

f"reign nei'Tspapers and magazine concerning the political 
state inside the country, 

Censor books, and films. 

Bureau 10. Smthesis and Statistics 

Gathering daily reports on war situation to foll01, up 
the enemy's and the Allies' activities throughout the country, 

Gathering and exploring periodic reports from other 
agencies for the examination of local political situation, 

Puqlishing periodic or special synthetized statements 
for studying the domestic PQlitical condition, 

Foll01~ing up results of pacification activities, 
Handling prisoners of war and defectors, 
looking general statistics of political and security 

problems, 
Preparil1g, sho~Ting and updating maps of the original 

inhabitants and religions (coordinate ~Tith the Bureau of Maps), 
Studying the enemy's policy, plan and program of action, 

then working out counter-measures, 
Working out measures to destroy the enemy's infrastructure, 
Examine good-points and shortcomings of anti-communist 

,programs so that we can improve them in time. 

Bureau 11. Security measures 

Security commitee, 
Handle matters concerning operation of rehabilitation 

centers, 
Execute deportation sentences, 
Prohibit illegal reside~ce, 
Anti hooligan campaign,' 
Handle matters concerning administrative and judiciary 

police, 
Infiingements of laws such as: smuggling, unauthorized 

transfer of funds ••• 
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2. Service of Control: 

Bureau 12. Groups and Associations 

Issue basic documents concerning unions, religious 
sects, associations,. civil groups •••. 

Follow up activities of the mentioned.groups, 
Control activities of the horse racing association, 
Establish cards and documents of associations unions and 

connected persons, 
Report of activities of unions and associations. 

Bureau 13. Administrative Security 

Study and apply measures to preserve national secrecy, 
Study security measures for State-run enterprises, 

mixed o~TIlership enterprises and other key installations of 
the nation, , 

Study and apply measures of anti-sabotage, anti­
terrorism and anti-material and psychological sabotage ~. 
governmental ag~ncies, 

Train and instruct civil servants, cadres, and personnel 
of all levels to be a~Tare of their responsibilities in 
secrecy preservation and in proper.application of these 
measures, 

Conduct administrative investigation, 
Provide security to state guests, statesmen, and very 

improtant persons. 

3. Service of Planning 

Bureau /14. Planning 

Makes study of programs and lines of action for the 
Ministry of Interior according to the government's policy, 

Prepares plans for implementation qf the Ministry's 
programs of action and follows up such implementation so that 
necessary mea'su:res for improvement may be initiated, 

Provides general coordination of all activities of the 
Ministry's component agencies, . 

\'lorlts out statutes governing religions and political 
groups, 

Maltesplans to eliminate corruption and to improve working 
method, 

Prepares periodic reports on the activities of the Minisory. 
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Bureau 15. Elected B::>dies 

Carries ou.t ele.ct::>rial laws and regulations and 
organizes elections and referendums, 

Keeps liais::>n i;r1th and foll::>ws up t;ctivities of elected 
bodies: Nati::>nal assembly; local c::>uncils, etc ••• 

Assigns pers::>nnel t::> supervise electi::>n bo::>ths. 

Bureau 16. F::>reign Aid 

Studies, implements andc::>ntr:Jls f:Jreign aiu pr:Jgrams 
w~ th a viewt:J supp:Jrt local admirlistrati ve stru~ture, 

Keeps liais::>n with F::>reign agencies. 

4. Service of· Research 

Bureau. 17 •. Research 

Studies plans to impr:Jve :Jrganizatbns and general 
operating methods of the Ministry's headquarters, c:Jmponent 
agencies and other administrative establishments .• 

Bureau ·18. Legislation 

makes studies of legislative documents and administrative 
regulatbns; 

hanldes problems of administrative disputed claims. 

Bureau 19. Locl'l >l.dministrati::>n 
~ 

maltes studies of general problems relative tolooal 
administration for efficiency and simplification.purpose, 

studies and sets up local administrativestruotures: the 
capital,. cities, provinces, district, cant::>n, village and 
hamle't,' . ,. . . . 

sets up arid modif~e.~.th,e,);)9imdaries of the capital, cities, 
provinces,district,.qant-:;>p.~'irillage, and hamlet, 

updates mapsand::.bib:J.:t:ogr!ilPhies of a&ministrative units, 
foll~IS up, urgei( i<il9- c9ntrols activities of reg1-:;>na1 

administrativestructUSfes~ 
- exercises the ri,gh:\< of sU)l;"v~\ll-llance over l::>cal admin-
istrati ve gr::>ups, . ,.. . ,.... 

calls perio9-ic.meet:l.ng~.o;t' Province chiefs • . - ,'., "," 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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5. Service ,,:(, El~.tr"nce and Exit end I'illniGrati.~n 

'rhis Service i.s placed un'.i.er the Minister's jurisilictbn. 

Bureau 28. ll:xit ,,:(, Vietnamese 

Aq.Olinisters exit ~f Vietnamese pe:)]?le, 

Bureau 21. Exit:)f' Aliens 

Ad~inisters exit "f Aliens. 

Bureau 22. Entr~nce 

Administers entrance :)f aliens int:) Vietnam, 
Administers entrance :)f Vi.etnarnese from abroad;' , 
Administers security clearance f'or students going abroad, 

Bureau 23. IIl1'1ligration 

, 

Administers aliens', irnmigratic>n, 
Controls Aliens' activities,' 
Deportation and extradition, 
Administers na:buralizatbn of localwborn Chinesd:., 

Bureau 24. Coordination 

studies ,prepares, follows-up and revises .basic· d6cuments acid regUlations governing aliens' .nationality, exit,' entrance' andirnmigration, 
6ontrols, coordinates, and harmonizes activities of' dependent sections of the Services of Exit-Entrance::aI'ld Immigration, 
Handles c6rrespondence of records :)1: the' Services :)f Exit-Entrance and Irnmigration. 

Art. 5 - Directorate of Administrative.Affairs 

1. Service of Training 

Bureau 25. Program and OrganiZat'ion 

makes plans for training and in"ser:V!Lce'J;rainiti.g of 
ad.ministrati ve personnel of all levels:" centralP"ovince, district, village and hamlet, 
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organizes administrat,ive seminars, 
sets up and controls local training centers and in­

service training centers, 
researches, pre,pares and distributes training documents 

and refresher documents, 
translates documents, 
use audio-visual equipment in conducting training courses, 
organizes 'competitive examinations and graduate ceremonies. 

Bureau 26. Training 

testing and practicing, 
studies and consolidates reports on training activities 

from central and local training centers, 
follows up students' study and living condition during 

the t,aining period, 
prepares and distributes training magazines, 
handles problems concerning overseas in-service training, 

observation tours, attending international conferences, 
conducts indoctrination course for officials and cadres. 

Training Center 

central training center is stationed in Saigon and 
directed by the chi~f of Service of Training, 

lOcal training centers directed by Dire,ctors ~lho enjoys 
same privileges granted to a chief of service takes charge 'of 
training cadres of district, village and hamlet levels. 

2. Service of Personnel 

Bureau 27. Central Personnel 

Manages administrative-personnel of the Ministry of 
Interior (regular and non-regular personnel), 

Controls the above,..mentioned personnel on the problems 
of: appointment, transfer, promotion, disciplinary action, 
dismissal, leave" retirement and posthumous allowances ••• 

Draftsarretes, decisions, hiring contracts and recruit­
ment sheet concerning the above mentioned personnel, 

Retirem~nt allowances, ' 
Keeps per,sonal files of the above mentioned personnel. 
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Bureau 28. L<:>cal Pel'S :mnel 

app<:>ints Prefect, Pr<:>vince Chiefs, May<:>rs, Prefecture 
Secretary General, Deputy Prefect, Deputy Pr<:>vince Chiefs, 
Deputy May<:>rs, District Chiefs and Deputy, District Chiefs, 

adl:tinisters administrative persmmel <:>f the Saig<:>n 
prefect, cities, provinces, and districts <:>n the pr<:>blem <:>f: 
transfer, disciplinary acti<:>n~, leave, efficiency reports, 
checJ, list ••• 

keeps the above menti<:>ned personnel's personal files. 

Bureau 29. P<:>lice Personnel 

administers regular and non-regular pers<:>nnel of 
Nati<:>nal P<:>lice, 

recruits, transfers and admits pers<:>nnel into career, 
handles pers:mal rating, promoti<:>n and pers<:>nnel 

classificatbn, 
administers pers<:>nnel's resignation, career_returning, 

and detachment, ' 
handles annual leave, retirement ana leave without pay, 
approves retirement pay, p<:>sthum<:>us all<:>vlances ,and other 

allm;ances, 
keeps pers<:>nal files of personnel of the mentioned branch. 

Bureau 30. RehabUitatbn and telec<:>Imnumication personnel 

, Controls personnel <:>f the Directorat,es <:>f RehabUitatl.<:>n 
and Teleconllnul1ication,s: apPointment, transfer, promotion, 
punishment, dismissal, leave, retirement, posthumous al1m;ances ••• 

Checl{s and receives drafts <:>f arretes, deCiSions, hiring 
contracts, recruitment sheets concerning the above-mentioned 
personnel, . 

Keeps the above-mentioned personnel's files. 

3. Service of Budget and Accounting 

Bureau 31. 'Budget and Expenditure Authorization 

Prepares and implements the Ministry's budget, 
Follows up implementation of budget ~f the dependent 

agencies, 
Sets up procedures confering authoriz,ation for expenditures 

and receipts, 
DeSignates liquidating officers for the Ministry's budget 

chapters, 
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Appr~ves d~cuments necessitating expenditures supp~rted 
by the natbnal budget, ~thersubsidi'ary budgets and foreign 
aid 1;ludgets; . 

Provides financial supports to electi~ns, 
Foll~\"s up implementation of foreign aid programs. 

Bureau 32. Central Accounting 

Effects payment for persQnnel, materials, internal· 
equipment, affe.irs and operating expenses of the Ministry 
of Interior, 

ISl?ues travelling "arrant, transportatbn authorization, 
hospitalization' authorization .to the Ministry's personnel, 

Sets up, controls and sives discharge of advance funds. 

Bureau 33. Local Accounting' . 

Delegates funds concerning local administrative programs 
to l~cal administrative structures, 

Takes charge o,f aCcoUintins f~r local structure/; on 
implementation'of foreign ,aid p:rograms, 

Visas travel orders, issues transportati~n and hospi­
talization authoriza,tions to local personnel, 

Provides financial supports and liquidation of expenses 
to C~n S~n AdrJiin:l.strati ve. Organization. 

Bureau 34. Supply 

Purchases and. administers materials used by the centr.al 
heaCl,quarters, 

Certifies il).vel).toryof property and makes records of 
disposal materials, 

C~ordilllltes.andharmOl).iz~s activities bet\veen. centrall 
and local structure's.' . 

Bureau 35. Internal Affairs' . 

Handles internal afftHl:'s'afid vehicles of the central 
headquarters. 

If. Service of Administration 

Bureau 36. General Administration' 

Issues plastic-covered identity cards family, 
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C::mtrols the inhabitants rec::>rds, change ::>f residence, 
::>rganizati::>n ::>f inter-families, 

Perf::>rms census ::>fp::>pulati::>n, 
Takes charge of public developments, 
Takes care ::>f civil status and nati::>nality, 
Handles military service and transp::>rtati::>n ::>f military 

use items, 
Issues auth::>rization f::>r ::>rganizing l::>ttery, fair, fun~s 

rising an~ h::>rse race, 
- Administers p::>pular mortgage h::>uses, 

Administers registrati::>n ::>f m::>t::>cycles bel::>w 50cc, 
Manage~ pr::>perty ::>f Asian residents' sect::>rs. 

Bureau 37. Confiscatbn and Requisiti::>n 

Effects requisitbn of pers::>nal andr'eal property for 
government use, 

Effects c::>nfiscati::>n f::>r public interest, 
Administer pr::>blems concerning .. land and houses,. 
Takes charge of administrative pr::>blems concerning sodal 

'1elfare (refugee, s::>Cial plague, natural diElaster victims ••• ), 
Detains mind defective pe::>ple and. administers their 

vr::>perty, , 
Implements slum clearance pr::>gram and assists p,"plic 

officials in executi::>n of justice court's sentences, 
Handles problems c::>ncerning the inter-Ministerial'l.emd­

house Committee ;and Compensations f::>r damages of thepe0ple. 

Bureau 38 •. C::>ntrol 

Performs ::>rganizatbn and c::>ntr::>l ::>f manp::>wers and 6ther 
national res::>urces assigned to the l'linistry ::>f;Il):tell?ipr, 
.. Makes study ::>f natbnalres::>urces m::>bilizEltio~, 

C::>orclinates ,lith ::>ther Ministry's· Service in organizing 
the people, ." .. 

C::>nt:pls ::>f nati::me.l resources and encircles the enemy's 
economic ac:~ivities ,;-: 

C::>ntr::>ls ::>f. military use items •. 

Bureau ?9.Weapons C::>irtr::>l 

_. Permits Bud cOl~trolS imp::>rtati::>n, exp::>rtati::>n, trElnSP<X!1t-
ation trade and use 0f administrative personnel's, private 
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individuals, Aliens, and travellers' ;leap~n (it is n~t 
classified as weap~n of war), 

Conduct technical collin'ol of these weapons, 
Permits, and controls trade and use <)f radio, sending 

and receivingwire1eas and related items, 
Permits and controls trade of Radio and Television. 

Art. 6 - Directorate of inspection. It is composed of: 

1. The office. It takes charge of: 

Receiving" distributing, and dispatching official' 
correspondence, ' 

Organizing meetings ,of "the Directorate of ins,pection, 
Analyzing inspection reports and distributing results 

to agencies concerned, ' 
Administering documents necessary of inspectors and 

auditors op operation. 

2. Central inspection team, takes charge of inspection 
in the central agencies of the Ministry of InMr1or, 

3. 1st corps inspection team, takes charge of inspection 
in provinces and towns of the liit corps, 

4. 2nd corps inspection team,take chal"ge ofinsp,ection in 
prri'inces and, towns of the 2nd corps; , ' , 

5. 3rd corplil inspection team" takescharge:"ofinspection 
in provinces and toWns of the, 3rd corps, 

r -

6. 4th corps inspectionteall\~ take,S' bharge 'of inspecti0n 
in provinces and towns 0~the4th 'coi'ps'.' , 

a. Senior inspector is assigned the duty of: 
.. ;' 

1. Follow-up, controland'direct gJheral activities of 
central ,and 10cal administt!l.ti:Ve"agencie~', 

2. Direct and appoint job to inspe~tors and auditors, 
3. Carry out regular inepectfoll prpblems ,alid take charge 

of special investigation ~erthe'order of the Minister of 
!I'ltel"ior. ";','~J';,, ' ,l 
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b. Inspectors and auditors' duty is defined as follows: 

1. Regular duty 

Control, direct and report to the l>linister of 
Interior implementation o~ pplicy, programs and decisi~n 
of the government assigned to the Ministry of Interior, 

Control, direct and report to the Minister of 
Interior the operation of administrative agencies under the 
Ministry and method of wor~ing and efficiency of super­
visors concerned in every field of activity under the juris­
diction of the Ministry of Interior, 

Follow-up the general situation in the respons:l­
blearea, find out what people need and 1>lhat they want to 

"be able to propose suitable improving measures in adminis-
tration, 

Control implementation of the national, regional 
and foreign aid budget on the part of the Ministry of 
Interior, 

Evaluate orgfln:l.zation and method of working 
appliep. in the above mentioned agencies and initiate 
recommendations for improvement. 

2. Special duty 

Verify, investigate and ma~e an on-the-spot 
stu!iy of sp"ecialproblems assigned by the Minister bf Interior, 

- Auditors work under the direction and instruction 
of Inspectors, 

Inspectors and auditors may be assigned the duty outside the 
responsible area if it is necessary. 

Inspectors and auditors have to assemble at least once a 
month to exchange ideas and experiences of inspection affairs 
and study, prepare and submit to the Minister ot Interior 
recommendations of necessary measures for improving organi­
zation and operation of the Ministry's agencies. , 

Art. 7 - Consultative Committee 

The Con~ultative committee has the duty of: 
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Working out the Ministry'spolicy, 
Stu~ying political problems concerning the Ministry 

of Interior and making plans of implementation. 

Art. ,8 ~ This Arrete is distributedinternall.y and only 
to SelI'vices level. 

Art. 9 • The Director of Cabinet and the Secretary General 
, of the Ministry of Interior takes charge of carrying out 
this. Arrete as far' as his duties are' concerned. 

i"'f 
L 

Saigon, November 27, 1967 

sf Linh quang Vien 

Duplicate: 

Director of Cabinet 
sf Chu ngoc Lien 

Copy: 

Director' of Administrative Affairs 
sf Bui huu Kien 

, ' 
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• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

Ninistry of Interior 

Arrete No. 9-BNv-ND dated 25/11/67 governing tne organi­zation of the Directorate for Rehabilitation. 

The Minister of Interior, 

ENACTS: 

Art. 1- The Directorate for Rehabilitation is ~laced under the direction of a Director who is assisted bya Deputy ·Director. The Deputy Director has the same rank as a Director of a small size Directorate. 

Art. 2 - The Directorate fO,r Rehabilitation is composed of: 

main office 
administrative service 
technical service 

•. rehabilitationserv ice 
rearing service . 
control team 

Art. 3 - The main office, headed by a Chief ot Service is in charge of: 

special and confident.ialaffairs 
. receipt of classified documents, 

scanning newspapers, 
preparation of visits, mission tours, rece~tiol1s, organizing conferences, 
receipt and dispatCh unclassified correspondel}ce, gathering and submitting officia1'correspondengeto the Director for signature, 
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controlling the execution of the Director's decisions, 
keeping record of o:f'ficial correspondence, 
maintaining library, archives. 

Art. l~ - Administrative Service headed by a Chief of Service, 
is composed of 4 bureaus: 

a. :personnel Bureau: headed by a Chief of Bureau: 

applies civil service regulat:Lons, 
- administers Rehabilitation,Personnel - chief supervisorJ ' 
RehabiHtation Supervisors, Rehabilita,ti<:>nworkers ,recruitl­
ment, appointment,' transfer, promotion, punishment, dismissal, 
leiwe, retirement, death c:lmpensation, 

f0110~Ts up status of administra11.ive J!'ersonriel of all 
categories from the Directorate o~ l!'¢l1abj"litation, 

maintains personal files of all persq,nnel of the Directorate, 
issues authorizations for ~edical examination for personnel. 

b. Bureau of Budget and Accounting, headed ,by a Chief of 
Bureau: 

prepares and implements the Directorate's'buftget, 
allocates funds to Rehabilitation centers, 
effects paymel),tof salaries and allow,ances; 
provides expenditures, under rehabilitation chapter and 

foreign aid budget, 
t advances funds to, rehabilitation centers, 

sets up monthly list of approved expeI/.ditures, 
- sets up general monthly report of accounting situation of 
all Rehabilitation Centers, 

issues and verifies ,travel orders, issuestranspo)I'tation 
and hospitalization authorization to personnel 9f the Directorate., 

c. Bureau:lf materials, headed, by a Chief of Bureau 

purchases materials an4,offic~s)lpplies, 
administers the c:lnstruct:i,Pn of rehabilitation centers, 
handles calls for bid, ' ' , , ' 
sets up invent:lryof prol?~rties and prepares ,report of 

disposal materials, ' ' " " ' 
- administe,rs internals,e:t;v1c;l'ls,\md veh:l,c:J;es, 

regulates' transport betw,eeIl:,the,Directorate and Reha.:bi-
litation Centers,. . .'" 

provides supplies tO,Con 'Son Rehabilitation Center. 
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d. Bureau of Administration, Legislation, headed by a Chief 
of Bureau 

organizes rehabilitation centers, 
ga~ers and studies statutory documents relative to 

rehabil~tation centers, 
studies all matters from the legal standpoint, before 

turning them,oveI' to different services for execution, 
handle's gert6Tal administrative affairs and administrative 

lawsuits, ' 

Art,., . .5 - T,echnical Service, headed by a Chief of Service 
is composed of :3 bureaus~ 

a. Bureau of culprits, 11n!ier the supervision of a Chief of 
bureau: 

maintains the roUs,files and personal: cards of culprits, 
classification of culprits, 
considers the release of culprits, 
cortsiders the transfer of culprits, 
resolves the status of culprits: deportation, prolongation 

of sentence, pardon, mitigation of sentence, etc ••• 

b. Bureau of research and planning, headed by a Chief of 
Bureau: 

consolidates monthly reports 'from alJ, centers and from 
controllers, 

explores above reports, 
prepares monthly reports and submits them to higher 

authorities, 
studies general pr,\>gram of action in all centers, 
stud:!,es and prepares stat1.stical data on cases of 

perpetration of crimes, repetition of offences. 

--c. /Bureau of Sec1,lrity, under the direction of a /Cb;:I;ef '9t'" 
, B\lreau, studies and controls measures to .insuresecuritNi,artd 

order in the centers •. 

Art. 6 - Service of Rehabilitation, uxl.d.e.t'tAed:!.rE!ctio~' o:f' 
'a Chief of Service is composed of':3 burea1is:- ' 

():J r ,~ 
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a. Bureau of Rel)abilitatioil headed by a Chief of Biireau:' 

works out rehabilitation plans, 
organizes rehabilitation sections for the centers, 
coordinates ~lith the Personnel Bureau in the assignment 

and transfer of rehabilitation workers according to the needs 
of the centers, 

follows up the management of rehabilitation activities 
in the centers, 

prepares a recapitulative report of rehabilitation 
ac'tivities in the centers, 

,prepares arecapitulative report of experience in 
rehabilitation and study specific rehabilitation programs, 

follows up, controls the implementation of all instructions 
concerning rehabilitation. ' 

b. Vocational Bureau, headed by a Chief of Bureau: 

studies vocational programs in. the centers, 
organizes vocational training, 
follo~lS up vocational activities, 
studies the cOBsumption of products manufactured by the 

centers, 
controls the execution of the vocational budget in the 

centers. 

c. Bureau of Training, headed by a Chief of Bureau~ 

studies programs and training'pJ,ans for rehabilitation 
'workers and supervisors at the centers; 

organizes and administers trainiilgcourses for cad.res, 
.. prepares Uniform instructional materials for all cente:r;-,s, 

organizes seminara , ' ' 
organizes traIning courses for Rehabilitation workers 

and typing courses, 
musical performance, 
printing, 
prepares instructional materlalsfor the trainine; courses~ 

Art. 7 - Welfare Service headed'bya,Chief of Service is 
composed 0:1'2,' bureaus:' 
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n. Bureau of Social.Assistance, headed by a Chief of 
Bureau: 

Public Health: 

organizes Health bureau, dispensaries, hospitals in the 
rehabilitation centers, provides equipment to personnel, 
public health equipment ancJ. drugs, 

considers and folb1·lS the case of patients ~Iho receive 
treatment outside rehabilitation centers, 

maintains liaison >li'th health, ",elfare agencies, to 
re'lllest them to provia.e medicine ancJ. medical equipment for 
rehnbilitllt ion centers', 

supervises the. lleolth bureau at the Direct:>rate for 
Rehabilitation. 

Social 1'lelfare: 

. studies to createconilit:lons aimed .at satisfying. 
requirements of :Ii'lith,morul education, physical education, 

establishes "elfare bureaus in .the rehabilitation centers, 
organizes visit t?urs to culprits, 
intercedes ",i th friencJ.l., organizat ions to provicJ.e material 

and spiri.tual aid to culprits, 
Or3t'll1i7.es mutual benefit anr1 aid among the personnel of 

rehabilitation branch. 

b. Bureau of post-trainin\l plltr::mnge, hGaded bye ChiGf of 
service: 

pl'ovidGS c)[-c::>nvicts ",ith moral ancJ. material assistancG 
in order that they may iidapt themselves to normal living 
conclitions, 

establishes program of post-training patronage, for ",elfare 
bureaus in the rehabilitation centers and :f'ollo1Vs up the 
execution of these programs, 

int,ercecJ.es Vli'ch agencies, factories, hand1c.raft. ancJ. 
industrial firms to give job to ex-culprits throughout the 
c01mtry, 

, appeals to "alfare organizations to cooperate in the relief 
of' e)[-culprits or encourage private indivicJ.uals to establish 
Post-.Tra inin3 patr::mage society. 
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Art. 8 - ' The 'Inspection Team c0mposed' of' 5 c:mtroUers: 

controls the operations :)f a,ll centers from ~he vie~(p.qin:t 
of organization, acc::mnting, administrati:)rl and s'ecm:'1:ty,' ' 
- ,exar,nines the rehabHitation in all centers, 
- , pr.wa're~repbrtsafter each, inspectbn t::iur and~a~~~, 
appr:)pl:i:\:a,te me€tSure's 'f:)r improvement" • ,.'. .• ., , :. 
' examines the files of political prisoners. '. ' 

.;"" . -:1"" . ' _ _ ',' 

Art. 9 - Any provis:lo.n~ contrary t:) this Arrete are !'er,eai.c51. 

Art; ,10.. 'rhe Director of t!,lbine~ of th,'" Ministry-of . 
Interior, and the Director of Ilehabilitatfon' Direet6ra~c a:"o 
charged; , caches' to that vlhichconcern him, vrl.th tl;le cltecuhon 
of this Arrete. . ' 

", .'.; .. J.' 

. I:. .:.0 . 
('. , 

,-' " 

Sai'g:m, 25 November i~67: 

s/ ~E!n. Lioo quang Vi~.~. 

(, ,.' (,~ . 
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COMl?ARISOlj 'OF COLLECTIONS OF vIIT}IT-IOLllING TAX IN 1967 

AND irHE 1966 SJlLArtY TAX 

Th$"ehart ol;lthe'foll::mi:l1lg' page compares monthly S§lle.ry 
and General Income Tax collections of 1966 ~Tith 1967;, 
th<e year the "Tithholding tax system ~ras installed." 
Total tax ''1ithheld, in1967wa;;; 612 million piast.ers, 

, ,I ,al;l increase of more than 11.00% over the 11~0 million;, i 

c::>l1ected .in 1966. 

For the year 1968, it is estimated withho;Lding ~gx, ,i 

will be, lo~Ter than for 1967. The destruction of lall'ge 
;; '''~:~!1iafi.bJ3 of some major employers enc1 the general reQ.a6i;,:tlll1 

ih many bus1ness activit1,es because of the sh6Henlil4 " 
"" ~'orkc1ay and other conditions brought about. by theV1.et' . 

, .. R2'tlf;j"T,~t, ~§~IfJilsi::m will resUlt in reducedto£ar~'!:~- '., 
'0 ;i"'iIl!l\m'i'~'m\!mVi«>1fi'. t!p.e other ar.eas of revenu$ are;Xl1'19qt.!lqt 

. ,to be similfl:':LY s.ffectM. . , ' .. , , t . , 7 i : .. 

/ .... _···"'1 
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u,uauc 0" VIET filA. 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE: 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF TAXATION 

COMPARISON OF COLLECTIONS 
OF 

WITHHOLDING TAX IN 1967 ... 
SALARY TAX THRU DEClARATION IN 1966 -.. 

TOTAL: 

612 Million VN$ 

140 Million VN $ 

,MILLlON·1 vNt JAil. FEI. WAR. APR. MAY JUN. ..... JUL. AU.: IEP- OCT. NOY. 

II •• ... , I ••• ' •• 1 I ••• ..., .... 'N' 'H' 'H' '"" 1001 ,- ,H' ... 1001 .... I •• ' 'H, 
.90 

.80 

.70 

.60 

~ ·50 
" 

.40 

.30 - - ----

.20 

• 10 - f-+ l-

• THE NUMBER OF SALARY TAXPAYERS THUS FAR IN 1167 EXC[EDS60000 COMPARED TO 14000 IN IISS. THIS INCREASE HAS TAKEN 
PLACE DESPITE THE FACT THAT MANY SALARY TAXPAYERS WERE ELIMINATED IY A SUBSTANTIAL PERSONAL EXEMPTIQtI INCREASE. 

III" TOTAL 1M SALARY TAX COLLECTIONS WHICH WERE APPROX'NATELY 140 NUllon YN$ IS SHOWN AS 12 MIllIoIl VN$ MON,.1tl.Y AYERAGE • 
... • MARKS THE START OF WITHHOLDING IY U.S. PRIVATE CONTRACTORS AND U.S. GOVERNMENT CIVILIAN AND MILITARY A&i£NCIES 

'. 
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I •• ,. ,- ooor 

---

132 Million 
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• • • REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
• 

OFFI CE OF THE VICE - PRESIDENT 

VI C E - PR ESIDENT 

SPECIAL ASSISTANTS CHIEf Of THE SPECIAL 
CABINET 

SPECIALISTS PRIVATE SECRETARY 

AIDE - DE- CAMP 

MAIL BUREAU 

. 

DIRECTOR Of CABINET SECRETARY GENERAL 
• DEPUTY DIRECTOR - EXPEDITERS 

- DIRECTORATE PRESS - sERVICE OF EDUCATIONAL & CUL TURAL OF 

- DIRECTORATE Of PROTOCOL 

- SERVICE OF PERSONEL & ACCOUNTING 

- SERVICE OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
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