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COl.'llI.lI1TDER RIVE..'t ;.sS.\rrLT FLOTILLA ONE 
Fro S.'lN FIUl'!CISCO 96601. 

1 September 1968 

Dear Family and Friends of River Assault Flotilla ONE: 

Several sign:i.fic~t events have occurred since mY last newsletter in June. 

Hany of the boats and most or the men frolTl River lis sault Squadrons T)l:irteen and Fiftej3n have now arrived in country_ And by the time yo,. receive this let­ter we expect that the last of Our eleven ships will have ,teined the notilla. 
Due to the s:l.ze ~6f our expanded force, we he.ve divided our ships and boats into two separate taSk groups which will nonu<'llly operate independently of each other. -

Mobile Riverine Group ,uta consists of River .lssault Squadrons ~ine and Eleven and seven Ships - USS Benewah, USS CoD.eton, USS Nueces, uss' Hercer, USS lIskari, USS Sphinx. and an LST supplied by tM Connnander Seventh Fleet on a two to three month rotationai basis. Three battaLions of infantrymen from the 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, will be embe.rked in the ships and comprise the Army ground fo]!'ce elements of this task group. Captain R •• v •• 'lllen presently commands Task Group :;]'fa; however, he completes his year of duty in Vietnam in September and will be relieved by Ce.ptain Thomas F. Booker early in the month. 
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liobile Riverine Group Bravo includes RivE)r Assault Squadrons Thirtoen <Uld 
Fii'teen and four ships - USS Satyr, .\PL:-26, .1PL:-30, IlI1d Bllother 1ST provided on 
a rotational basis by the Comi:'laIl.<~er Seventh.<[<'leet. ' Task Group Brnvo will. sup­
port :.my elements of the 3rdBrigade, '9th Infantry Division, ,mch lrill live 
ashore at Dong T= Base, about five miles liost of the city of Hy Tho. Captain 
JohnG. Now commands Task Group Bravo. 

", -'-'.:.~ '"', ",,"' ""':' .:;~ :"": 
The formation of the two separate task groups permits us more flexi.bllity 

than ''1e have had before. For a ten-&y period in late July fulc1. em-ly August the ' 
two groups were operating on: the' oppOsite extremities of the' Delta, -more than ' 
100 miles apm-t. Task Group Bravo liBS conc1ucting missions agmnst Vie·t Cong, 
el9laents iil the moen."around Nha Be only a few miles' south of Slligon~ lIee.nwhUe, 
Task Group .Ufa was making the southernmost penetration of the ''Tar into the, Delta 
~lhen it launched eps in and m-ound the UHinh. Forest Which has been a COIm1lunist 
b~-S'e" area for at least a decade; Iilid perhc,±is for' as long as 25 Yem's. 

, ' . . ," . . . '. . -." ",' '- . 
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110re them 250 Viet corig SOldiers' were killed -lind huge weapons coohes were 
captured in this Operation ,south' of Cm,Tho, 'making it 'a'mo~successfulencleavor. 
Theboats"with:'the"ir'ersena1:bf heevjr Weapons, played"a:signilicmt role as did 
the Vietnamese 5th Uarine Battalion which 1TeS operat:lng ldth the Hobile Riverine 
Force for this nine-day perio~ I underste.nd these operati,ons ".ece~vedgood play 
in the stateside :presSj"so you'mny'ba,verend about them.' ,,'. ': . ' . " , 

,0,:',;;);.,,: '; ,. ''';." ) ... ~_ ,-:",:~~ ~ •• ,." ,-- ,.-: ,- . . 

In response-'to'several reqUests that I 'huve received, I will now describe how 
a typical operation is~planned Blld executed. . ' ,.' , 

',~ ' .. i: c ,:,. _.:~ .• <. ' • ·,t.· 1_·" 

We. select the :·nroo. f~reachof our JMmi)T operations on 'the bnsis of the latest 
intelligence information regarding current locations of enemy forces, in coordin-' 
ation with appropriate Anny,cOIm1lanc1.S"iliid Vietnamese'l1uthorfties. . 

Our planners then go to ,rork to drml up the detD.:i.ls of the operl1tion. Some 
of the things that they must consider are the number of frioncJ4r troops and 
assault craft required to do the job, hOll m1ll1;Y boats of each type nill be required, 
what waterl1a;ys CBll C'lld cannot be usec1. due to depth, width or other factors such ; 
as vegetation growing in the water, nnd what tho tidcl situation is in tho target 
area. The tides are very severe :In this pm.-t of the world and have great bearing 
on our operations. 'FJ;'equently, we must plan our transits so thet I.e cross shallow 
areas at bightide or paSs beneath low~bridges"at·+ow tide. Once, down south of 
Can Tho, 'le even jacked up a bridge a :tew feet, so that the boats could pass be­
neath. It is i.J;1perative that all such, matters be cnreiu11y planned in advance, ." 
butue must be ccreful, to ensure thnt ,the planners do 'not compromise the security 
of anoperntion by too muchcoord:Lndion, or identifiable recoD?aissence. 

. ~ ,. . 
The ,\n1W ':md ITe.vy staffs then go;over the operation ,in ~Omplete detail ;\;0 see 

if' we can fineI" any ,weaknesses or faults in our plans. ,·;.t the conclusion of this 
meet:lng, the p1..ms arq typed '0"iJ. stencils, clupJ,ic~t.~d,Md <l:I.stributed to the 
various ,',rrrry end Ue_vy cQll1l1lande'rs li\:lO will' participate in the operation. The 
operationillarea::i.s also'cleared with local VfetnCllllese-mllitary authority to 
avoid confiict:l.ng w.ijh any OPlt.they may haveplmmeQ.,'in thesam~ vicinity. Perhaps 

,12 hours prior to "lfue beginning -();fJ,hemis?ion, we hold what we call a ''back brief" 
for all of our otm .. cOr.J!i1anders. They theneo'bciCk to ,their're-spective units Md 
brief their pei'sonnel on the operation. ',.' 
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Hany of our operations feeture c1mm or ;Jredawn landings. Thus the troops often board the boats for the transit to the O[lerational area bet~18en rr.idnight and four o'clock in the morning. Reg~.rcUess of the early hour, He alwD;jI's have a hot breci{fast ready for both the boat creHmen and the infantl"Jmen before they go. 
Three assault boats at a time come alongside the pontoons beside eooh barracks ship to embarlc .the .lxmy' troops. ,Uthough He operate' at darken ship conditions in the Delta, 1'18 do use a few red lights of low cancUepQ'[,er, covered on the sides and focused c.DWl.lward on the pontoons, to provide the stlall amount of visibility re­quired for the infantrymen to ,assemble their packs and sa.i'ely climb ahom-a the ATCs Clrmored Troop Carriers). 

Once the ATCs are loaded, the boats form into a column and begin the trip to the op area. Leadin£( the formation are two to four ,\SPB (.\ssa1!lt Support Patrol Boat) minesweepers follolved by a r,ionitor and then a group of ATCs. other ¥Ionitors and flamethr01ving ,1TCs .are _interspersed among 1;l1e ;.TCs to protect the troop-laden convoy. The Squadron Commander controls the actions of his bO.:lts from aboard a CCB (Com!lUmel and COIi1IIItlIlications Boat) which is usually near the raidclle of t/1e col=. The .lrmy artillery barges, escorted by other Navy assault crm"t, ldll have lett earlier so that they will be in place anel ready to fire prior to the '1I;ime the troop convoy begins moving into the cbngerously narr011 uatel"t,oys near the operational area. 

" Enroute to the landing site many of the soldiers will be catching a felI final hours of sleep. The first part of the journey ldll be along one of the larger rivers uhere the boat crewmen will be llble to relax somewhnt, although ill gun mounts lrl.ll be r.lanned and ready for action should the column be attacked. 



.... . . 

.1s the boats near their objective nrea .md turn into one of the hundreds of 
small. streams, everyone becomes more Illert. Host nreas of the Delta are heavily 
populated, tmd therefore, "e do not open fire unless first fired upon. ,In some 
unpopullltedVO-dominllted regions "here ~re have every reason to expect enemy IlII1-
bushes,.',elnay"recon by fire" while going through such areas; By firing.at sus­
picious spots and bunkers .with cannons and grenades, we oan sometimes 'surprise the 
enenw into opening fire prematurely. l.t the least, it tends to' Spoil li:i:s 'aim. 

FinaJ.4r we reach the area where the l.mding is to be made. ,l;Je maY have , ' 
"softened" the beech for the grounq. assault with jet air str:Utes, with helicopter' 
gunship ordnance, artillery fire, or by fire from the boats. vIe Illways stand 
ready to provide S1lpporting fire to the troops prior to, during, and et:"ter the 
landing. The MOnitors, CCBs and ISPBs continue to cruise in mid.ostream ~r.i..th every 
weapon at the, ready as the ATCs are beacheclto debark the troops. .lfter' :the ,;rmy 
has gone <\sj1ore, the boats will freqUently tak(~ up bloclting stations 'to prevent 
escape of the Viet Cong by,l!;utq:>an. - ' " ";, 

--. --.- ,-._-". .. ~""'--.--"";."" ." '. 
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The troops ~r.i..ll nomally st/V ashore for two to three ,clDys, ,.although,~ m~ 
move them by boat to many:,c;1U.rerent . locations <'..uring that period, of. timG~' :!')y the 
end of three ~s, every-sailor and soldier is ready tO",return, to· the f!Mps,'fpr, 
a warm sh~rer, hot meal and clean bed. " " ':.."'''' 

As I have said numerous times before, I have never worked with a more 
ted, resourceful and prof'essionlll group of men than we have in our .foroe. 
are doing the job they come here to c1.9.~ 

dedica­
They 

I am sorry that I don't have the time to s"lIld personlll·letters of"appreCiation 
to the illeny"ofyou:who'haveWrittento e:x;,:Jress their' support of the ttlsk ,,'e 'are 
trying to achieve. In, a,.coUntry-such'asoUrs, no W/Ir should ever,'bedescribedas 
a IIpopul!'.r1l one, but I cannot 'uriderstartdor 'EOO:use those l'JIleriCenSlmo are lend­
ing morlll S1lpport and encouragement to the Vie1, cong to continUGl their terrorist 
acts' against their oWn countrymen'anel'their ombushes cif oUr fori:es~ ,It is 'good 
to be remindedthnt this noisy group is defini1,eJ.y in 'the minority. ,., 

.' . '. ' . . 
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, ' .... ,S:!Ilc'erely ,~", ..' '.;' .. " ' 
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